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From the Pastor’s Desk 
     

     “I knew the patient before she dies.  It was ten years ago.  She 
was very sick at the time, but she did not want to admit it. 

     There was only a glimmer of hope at best.  But that hope could 
become a reality only with radical change.  Indeed, she was highly 
resistant to any change.  Even though she was very sick. 

     Even though she was dying. 

     I told her the bad news bluntly:  you are dying.  I hope I said 
those words with compassion.  I did feel badly sharing the news.  
But it was the only way I could see to get her attention. 

     I even told her that, at best, she had five years to live.  At the 
time I said those words, I don’t think I was that optimistic.  I would 
not have been surprised if she had died within the year.   

     But not only was she in denial, she was in angry denial. 

     ‘I’ll show you,’ she said.  ‘I’ll prove you wrong.  I am not dying.’ 

     Her words were fierce.  Defiant.  Angry. 

     It was time for me to leave.  I had done all I could do. 

     I left. 

     I was not angry.  I was sad.  Very sad. 

     Now to her credit, she was right up to a point.  She did not die 
in five years.  She proved resilient and survived another ten years.  
But her last decade, though technically alive, was filled with pain, 
sickness and despair.   

     I’m not sure her longer term survival was a good thing.   

     She never got better.  She slowly and painfully deteriorated. 

     And then she died. 

    She, of course is a church.  A real church.  A church in the Mid-
west.” 

 

These are the opening words of Thom Rainer’s book, Autopsy of a 
Deceased Church.  In this little book, Thom Rainer recognizes the 
reality that many churches in America are dying and don’t even 
know it.  The challenge is the church recognize the signs that they 
are dying and then make the radical necessary to revive itself be-
fore the dying process is irreversible.   

 

 



    From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d 

 

Over a period of several years, Rainer performed an autopsy on 14 different, diverse churches in order to 
discover the painful reasons why they died.  Through his study he discovered 9 symptoms that were con-
sistent across all the churches he studied.   

 

After the fair, the Breaking Free and Open Door classes will join together to study Rainer’s book and be-
come aware of the symptoms that characterize the dying church.   

 

Of course, the class is open to ALL people.  If you do not have a Sunday school class, but would like to join 
one, now would be a good time to join one.  Make plans now to be a part of this class on Sunday morn-
ings at 10:00am. 

Stewardship Corner 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl. 9:10).  

 

God invites us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family, to be members of so-
ciety, and He calls us to be members of His family, the Church. Each of these callings from God places a duty on us.  

      As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His bride, the 
Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit themselves to them as the Church does 
to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the 
Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even when their parents 
are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking well of them.  

     As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil—those 
who live contrary to God’s will—and to reward those who do good—those whose lives are lived in conformity with 
God’s will. Those who are governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of 
God’s temporal justice for a purpose.  

     As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in faithfulness to His 
holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to encourage, admon-
ish, and exhort them to do good works in accord-dance with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the 
full forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to administer 
the means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the young and old alike, 
for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit themselves to their preachers and teach-
ers. They are to support them by their prayers, their presence, and their gift, their service and their witness.  

 

Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence, our prayers, and on our time, 
talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, 
for your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to 
your family, your government, and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. 
That is what it means to do it with all your might. 



 

We are so thankful for all the volunteers that made VBS 2019 a success! The kids 
had a fun filled week learning so much and having a blast! Thank you to everyone 
who made a meal, donated food, lead a class, created decorations or assisted 
with set-up and tear down! VBS would not be a success without all the help! 

              Baptism Sunday 

 

 

On October 6, we will celebrate to sacrament of Baptism at Walnut Grove Church.  Because the Baptism 
should involve the entire church, we will have a combined worship service on that Sunday at 10:00am.  Fol-
lowing the worship service we will have a carry in dinner and time of fellowship in the church basement.  
Make plans now to join us on Sunday, October 6, 10:00am for great service of celebration.   

    Jr. Church 9 AM 

Welcome to the beginning of the school year and Jr. Church. 
Make sure you are at Church the SUNDAE after the fair. Yes, 
SUNDAE. Guess what you will be treating yourself with!!! It’s 
time to get going—tootie ta ta. Nancy and all. 

 

 

The school year is just getting into full swing and we are excited for another year 
of fun activities! Sunday School will kick off Sunday, September 15th (1st Sunday 
following the fair) at 10:00 AM. 

 

 

Our next Family Night Event will be Sunday, Sept. 13th at 5:30 pm. More details 
to follow. 



 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone! 

School is back in session!  It is hard to believe that Fall is just around the corner.  Just a few 
things for this months newsletter.   

First of all, on August 25th the HCC took 56 people to URGE concert at Bethel Church of 
Christ.  Having the opportunity to take this many youth to a Christian concert was a huge blessing 
for all of us.  When we envisioned the Hardin County Collective, this is what we saw.  God is truly 
working through this group to reach these kids.    

Our next youth event will be another HCC event on Sunday, September  22nd.   This will be our 
second annual video scavenger hunt.  More on this to come later! 

Look out for a Texas Roadhouse peanut fundraiser coming up later this fall.  Our ultimate goal for 
this school year is to fundraise enough to go on a summer mission trip with our youth. 

YOUth MATTERs 

    2019 Chicken and Pork Chop BBQ 
                                                                                    

We want to thank everyone who helped out with the chicken BBQ dinner this year.  To all who 
baked cookies, bagged cookies, help set up and tear down and served, we want to offer a 
huge THANK YOU!  We could not do this without the help of the entire congregation. Through 
your efforts, we sold 611 tickets and raised $2550.00 for church maintenance and upkeep. 



Drive-Thru line 
Outside Help 

Inside Kitchen help 

BBQ Fellowship 



 

 

Sept. 
MONTHLY      

9:00 Liturgist-  Jack McBride         Sept. 15      

9:00 Head Usher- Bob Lambert                      9:00 AM Greeters–   Todd Oates  

               

Sept. 1          

9:00 Greeters–  Breidenbach Family             Sept. 22–  

Communion                 9:00 AM Greeters–  Madelyn Lowery 

1 Spencer & Sherry Breidenbach 

2 Bob & Carolyn Lambert     Sept. 29    

3 Pastor Doug      9:00 Bob & JoAnne Kritzler     

2nd Service-  Jim & Connie Steele          

 

Sept. 8 (Fair Sunday) combined 

9:00 Greeters–  Joe & Sue Alger                         

 

The Fellowship Class been a busy bunch! We have served lunch to retired teach-

ers, VBS, helped with the BBQ and blood mobile. We may be retired, but we still 

have the git-up-and-go!!!! 



Sunday School  J.J.                

Beginning  Bal. 7/1/19      $ 3032.71   

                         Receipts:                                    367.00     

Total             $3399.71  

 

                                     Expenses: Mildred Wilson Mem.          50.00 

     Trustees          300.00 

Total              $350.00 

 

Balance 7/31/19          $3049.71     

   General Fund  Charity Holland 

Beg. Balance  July 2019              $  9,751.43 

Deposits    +18,702.46 

     $28,453.89 

Checks paid out   - 11,041.05 

 Ending Balance    $ 17,412.84 

Building Fund-$4,310.32 

Memorial Fund- $11,447.68 

     Youth Fellowship 2019  

July 20– Aug 20,2019     

Date   Action   Deposits              Expenses                  Balance 

6/24/19   beginning balance                                               $ 3,792.90  

  

7/2/19   Findlay Chrysallis    $195.00  

 

8/12/19  Hardin Co. Collective    $200.00 

 

8/21/19  Ending Balance                                                $3,797.90   



        September 2019 
    Sun     Mon      Tues       Wed        Thurs     Fri     Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 Fair Sunday 

Combined 

Service 9 AM 

9 Trustee 

Meeting at 7 

PM 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 Ad Council 

Meeting at 7 

PM 

17 18 19 20 21 Food Pan-

try 9-10 AM 

volunteers 

welcome! 

22 23 24 HN Com-

munity Din-

ner 5-7 

25 26 SPRC Meeting 

at 7 PM 

27 28 

29 30      



Courtney Crowe  9/01 

Anna Koehler  9/01 

Joyce Hinkle  9/04 

Connie Oates  9/04 

Luke Purdy  9/04 

Mitchell Purdy  9/04 

Chelsea Terrill  9/04 

Karson Frisbee  9/05 

Gail Rodabaugh  9/05 

Liza Ruhlen  9/05 

David Rall  9/05 

Joshua Cahill  9/06 

Steven Preston  9/06 

Levi Schutz  9/07 

Mark Doll  9/08 

Travis Waller  9/08 

Bev Bahr  9/09 

Haily Bradley  9/09 

Traci Deckling  9/09 

Jolene Lindeman  9/09 

Amanda Benson  9/10 

Garrett Oestreich  9/10 

Christine Bacon  9/13 

Lois Ann Sheldon  9/13 

Rylee Benson  9/14 

Theron Gammon  9/14 

Nina Rhoades  9/14 

Greg Sheldon  9/14 

Tracy Garman  9/15 

Keegan McBride  9/15 

Darlene Bain  9/16 

Caitlyn Johnson  9/16 

Karin Bash  9/18 

Kristie Steiner  9/19 

Kip & Denise McBride  9/01 

Dean & Annetta Lenhart  9/11 

Rob & Ellen Myers  9/15 

Erica Jones & M. Devon Valentine 9/23 

Jon & Karen Bash   9/25 

William & Connie Oates  9/26 

Brad & Lana Richards  9/26 

Tom & Judy Williams  9/30 

Mark Garmon  9/20 

Tamara Landon  9/20 

Jack McBride  9/20 

Gaylene Schutz  9/21 

Shirley Barrett  9/22 

Floyd Crowe  9/22 

Justin Thiel  9/22 

Zachary Thiel  9/22 

Richard Zuchetto  9/22 

Storm Drumm  9/23 

Paul Gault  9/23 

Lesley Rose  9/24 

Cody Thiel  9/24 

Mollie Jeanette Arn 9/25 

Brenda Comstock  9/25 

Kylie Lenhart  9/25 

Karli Castle  9/27 

William Curlis  9/27 

Ken Doll   9/27 

Doug Flinn  9/28 

Larry Oates  9/29 

Steven Flowers  9/30 

Jodi Thiel  9/30 

Joe Walter  9/30 



We’re on the Web! 

Www.wgumc.com 

Walnut Grove UMC 

13502 TR 80 

Kenton, OH 43326 

 

Phone: 419-675-1368 

Fax: 419-675-1368 

E-Mail:  

walnutgrove68@gmail.com 

  

   

 

HN Food Pantry has seen a gradual increase with the number of 
clients coming. We have been serving close to 25 families. We 
feel the number could increase somewhat. Your prayers and 
support are so much appreciated not only for the pantry but for 
the clients as well.  Thanks to all for your support.   

    

 

 

 

 

 


