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From the Pastor’s Desk
Do you remember the vows you made to God and the church when you
became a member of the church? Do you remember standing before
God and the church making promises to love God, serve Christ and to be
faithful to the church? However, a greater and more important question
to ask ourselves is, “Am I keeping the vows I made when I became a
member?”
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Our membership vows are important because they are rooted in our
baptism. In our baptisms, we are reminded that God first loved us and
offered his grace to us, even when are still infants. In taking our membership vows, we recall and reaffirm the grace of God in our lives which
we first received in our baptism.
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In taking our vows, we commit ourselves… “to be loyal to Christ
through The United Methodist Church and do all in their power to
strengthen its ministries...” through our prayers, presence, gifts, service
and witness. This month, I want us to ponder this…Why is it important
to serve in and through the church?
First, serving puts feet to your faith. The apostle Paul advised the Galatian church to express the freedom of faith through service, saying:
But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use
your freedom to serve one another in love. (Galatians 5:13)
Christ has brought us a beautiful freedom: the freedom to walk with
God! Before Christ, we couldn’t commune with the Lord—we were impure. Now that we can walk with Him, we have a choice: use our freedom to go back to our old ways or serve one another.
Service is an expression of true faith. If we say we love Christ, but refuse
to actively love our fellow Christ-followers, what do we think faith is
about? Jesus Himself made a point of serving humanity everywhere He
went—even to the point of death. Our “death” is far less than what He
experienced. It is the awkwardness of learning something new, the uncomfortable adjustment to our schedule or the inconvenience of staying
late. But that’s what love is: a sacrifice.
Secondly, serving connects you with others. Serving your church connects you with fellow believers. Sometimes, it can be hard to meet people outside your immediate circle. Serving is a great way to find people
you may otherwise never meet during or after the service. Where can
you serve in the life of Walnut Grove? You can sing in the choir, which
Jim Dixon is beginning to form. You can help with the Hardin Norther
food pantry, join the Hardin Northern prayer group which meets the first
Monday of the month and Hardin Northern School. There are always
opportunities to volunteer with the youth. Search out and discover areas in the life of the church where you can offer your talents to God and
one another
Finally, serving cultivates humility and love. Service is a reflection of
God’s heart. From the beginning, God has been humbly and lovingly
serving humanity: providing for our needs, bearing with our sinfulness
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and making a way for us to know Him. When we think we’re too good for service—or too busy, a more
common excuse—we’re saying we won’t do something that God Himself does for us every day. Yikes!
You don’t have to have amazing skills to serve. You just need to be willing. But if you do have a gifting—
and most of us do!—that is your opportunity to share it with fellow believers.
If you’re not already serving, start seeking an opportunity today. Leave an imprint where you are and you’ll
see God make an impact on your heart.

All Saints Sunday
On Sunday, November 4, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday, remembering all the saints who
have joined the Church Triumphant in the past year. This service will include a time of remembrance as we read the names of all those who passed away. We will be observing this in
both services, and there will be a time of fellowship between the two services in the church
basement at 10:00.

Choir Meeting
Jim Dixon would like to meet Sunday Nov. 4th with anyone interested in joining the choir . He will meet in the Sanctuary immediately following the 9am service. It will be a short meeting.
If you are not able to attend, but would still like to participate
please contact Jim Dixon at 567-295-9162.

Dear Friends, Thank you all for cards and gifts that I received during Pastor Appreciation Month. It truly means a lot
that you remembered me and offered words of encouragement. I am truly the one that is blessed to be your Pastor.
Pastor Doug
Words cannot express how grateful we are for this amazing church family! We so appreciate your kindness with the
beautiful mums and your thoughtfulness in the wonderful dinner. We are truly thankful for you all!
Love from The Kindell Family.
Dear Friends at Walnut Grove,
Thank you so much for the wonderful donation to Love INC. There are so many needs in our community and you are
helping us meet those needs– Again, thank you– Blessings to all of you!
Sue Alger

Stewardship Corner
“O give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1). The love of the Lord
does endure forever because the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, is risen from the dead, lives and reigns
for all eternity. He was crucified for our transgressions, but He is raised and lives forever for our justification.
We are acceptable to God in Christ Jesus.
This is indeed something for which we give thanks. We give thanks in our prayers. We give thanks in the
hymns we sing in church. We give thanks by talking about it with our friends and neighbors and teaching it to
our children and grandchildren. And we give thanks by giving to the church a generous, first-fruits portion of
the income He provides us.
Giving is giving thanks. It is one of the concrete ways in which we thank God for all He has done for us. This
includes not just what He has done for us here in time, but what He does for us for all eternity. He provides
for all that we need in both body and soul. He is more ready to give than we are able either to receive or even
ask. That is who He is. That is His character. He is good and His love endures forever.
Let us then give thanks in all these ways, not in one way or the other. But rather in all things, everything that
we do and say, whether it be in word or deed, in prayer and praise, in teaching and giving, let us give thanks
to God for He is good.

(1988-1993)
Do you recognize tbc. latest members to join our congregation?

An Evening with the Bishop
On Tues. Nov. 27th 7-8:30 pm Bishop Gregory Palmer will be at the St. Marks United Methodist Church in Findlay. With the upcoming 2019 Special Session of General Conference, Bishop Palmer is coming to our district to explain the 3 plans for
our possible way forward for our denomination. He will also answer many of the
questions you may have about the future of our church. If you would like to
attend please contact Pastor Doug as reservations are required.

YOUth MATTERs
Hi Walnut Grove,
Can it really be November? How is that even possible? It always amazes me just how quickly time marches
on. In our culture we often live by "getting through" life, instead of actually enjoying the current state of our
lives. Sometimes we fail to see the blessings in our lives that God has placed. We need to often step back
and reflect on our blessings- and remember that all things we have come from the Father. In 1 John
2:17 we read "The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of god lives forever." This
scripture reminds us about the Great Commission in which Jesus tells us what we are here on Earth to
do. May we always remember that we are called to love God and to love others.
We have a good list of upcoming events:
Sunday, November 4th from 5-7pm at Walnut Grove Sanctuary. This is an HCC event where we will be playing Commando Church!
Sunday, November 18th from 5-7pm at Walnut Grove Youth Room. This is a Walnut Grove Youth Group
event.
Sunday, December 2nd from 5-7pm at St. Johns Church in Kenton. This is an HCC event Christmas party!
Sunday, December 16th from 5-7pm at Walnut Grove Youth Room. This is Walnut Grove Youth Group
Event.
Have a great November!

Bible Study
Beginning October 30, Pastor Doug will be leading a study on the C.S. Lewis book, The
Screwtape Letters. The Screwtape Letters are a collection of letters between a senior demon
(Screwtape) and his young and inexperienced nephew, Wormwood. Screwtape critiques, instructs and advises his young apprentice regarding the best ways to deceive humans (who are
referred to as “patients), keeping them then from encountering God, love, life and obedience
in service within God’s kingdom. Pastor Doug will be leading the class on Tuesday mornings
at 10:00am and Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm. If you are interested and have not yet signed
up, please contact Pastor Doug so we can be sure to have enough books.

Hardin Northern Prayer Time
Just a reminder that the next meeting of Hardin Northern's prayer group is
set for Monday, November 5th at 7 a.m. in the computer room at Hardin Northern
School. The group plans to meet the first Monday of each month. The purpose of the
meeting is to pray for the students, teachers, staff and administration of the school. We also
pray for specific needs of the school, the community and individuals.

Sunday School
Beginning Bal. 9/1/18

$ 3062.73

Receipts:

225.00
3287.73

Total
Expenses:

J.J.

Conkles

69.00

Balance 9/30/18

$3218.73

Youth Fellowship 2018
Aug 27-Oct 28, 2018
Date Action

Deposits

Balance

8/27/2018 beginning balance
10/15/2018 offering deposit

$1,792.52
$60.00

10/28/2018 ending balance

$1,852.52

General Fund

Ending Balance 8/31/18
Deposits

Checks Out
Ending balance 9/30/2018

Memorial fund $10,091.96

Building fund $ 4,310.32

$10,736.52
+

10,651.00

- 14,465.40
$6,922.12

Charity Holland
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Sun

Mon

Tues

at Hardin
Northern

11

12

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9 Church will 10 Church
be in use
will be in
use

13

14

15 Quilt Club
16
meets from 10-2

17 Food
Pantry 9-10
Volunteers
are welcome

24

4 Celebration of 5 HN Prayer
6
All Saints Day at Group meet
both services.
at 7am in
Choir meeting
Computer Rm
after 1st service

Wed

Trustee
Meeting at
7pm
18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27 HN Community Dinner 5-7

28

29

30

3 Daylight
Savings time
tonight. Set
your clocks
back 1 hour

P.J. Noascono

11/01

Catherine Overs

11/09

Lauren McBride

11/26

Carter Koehler

11/02

Laura Donnelly

11/11

Milo Browne

11/27

Denise McBride

11/02

Chet Rodabaugh

11/11

Shelby Ruhlen

11/27

Lana Richards

11/02

Maverick LaRue

11/15

Jean Heilman

11/28

Cassidy Deckling

11/03

Evan Rall

11/16

Landon Holland

11/28

Anasia Reese

11/04

Minor Clemons

11/17

Ashton Stevenson

11/29

William Oates

11/05

Dorothy Minter

11/18

David Selover

11/30

Reed Robson

11/05

Amy Cahill

11/19

Joan Woodruff

11/30

Gracelynn Schutz

11/05

Kyle Albert

11/20

Charity Holland

11/06

Wesley Lowery

11/20

Ellen Myers

11/06

Eunice Titus

11/21

Chanda Garmon

11/07

Judy Williams

11/22

Brittany Crowe

11/08

Madison Robson

11/23

Janice Kuck

11/08

Craig Steiner

11/24

Rebecca Bash

11/09

Natasha Ayers

11/25

Castyn Crowe

11/09

Kip McBride

11/25

Joe Hoelzle

11/09

Kevin Ridgeway

11/25

Andy & Heather McBride

11/03

Dwight & Rose Hassan

11/11

Jeff & Lori Wilson

11/20

Paul & Brianne Minter

11/22

Dan & Linda Bash

11/26
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Kenton, OH 43326

Phone: 419-675-1368
Fax: 419-675-1368
E-Mail:
walnutgrove68@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
Www.wgumc.com

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been credited with the insight that “there is a certain genius in generosity.” He explains that when we open our hands — figuratively speaking — to allow something to pass
through our fingers, rather than holding it with tightly clenched fists, God can give us new blessings.
“God cannot pour more into hands that are already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman.
Whether material goods or time, ideas or talents, money or energy, the gifts God has given us so generously are to be shared just as freely with others. With our hands continually open to receive, give and receive
again, God’s genius cycle of generosity goes on and on.

