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From the Pastor’s Desk 
     

Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond 
the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling 
to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:14-15 

 

We are in a time of uncertainty as the United Methodist Church. In 
less that 24 hours of my writing this piece, the Special Called Ses-
sion of General Conference in St. Louis will begin, and the fears, 
anxieties and frustrations abound. Will the UMC find a way for-
ward that avoids a split between traditionalists and progressives? 
If such a way forward is not achieved will this result in the church 
dividing? What will be the fate of the whole denomination… and of 
my own local church? 

 

No one knows the answers to these questions and even after the 
Special Called Session there will be uncertainties and questions left 
unanswered. Our UMC, like life itself, is uncertain. All of us must 
live life by the wisdom of the saying: “There by the Grace of God 
go I.” We cannot control life; we cannot control matters of life and 
death; the more we try to control life the more it slips away from 
us. 

 

So what do we do? We do what our ancestors in faith have done 
throughout the centuries: We turn to Scripture and faith.  Just pri-
or to his death, Joshua, the leader of the Hebrews, gathers all of 
Israel together and says, “…choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve…as for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”  
Joshua is calling God’s people to faith and faithfulness, and we are 
still being called to faith and faithfulness – faith in the God who 
has called us and faithfulness in carrying out the calling He has giv-
en us.   

 

Earlier this week on Facebook I posted, “"What's going to happen 
when the conference ends on February 26?" The truth is I don't 
know. What I do know is that the UMC will likely look different at 
the end of this session...which itself causes anxiety. But there are 
two other things that I do know. One, the church will still be here 

on February 27, and secondly our mission will not have changed.  



From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d 

We will still be seeking new and effective ways to reach the lost and the lonely, and to love those who have 
been marginalized and forgotten.”  Our job is to trust God and choose to follow him.  We will continue to 
be faithful to our understanding of scripture and trusting, through the power of the Holy Spirit, that our 
gracious God will work out his will for the United Methodist Church. 

 

So friends, stay faithful in prayer and trust in God, for he is good. 

     Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent is a time when many Chris-
tians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritu-
al discipline.    

     Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our human mortality. The ser-
vice focuses on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been triumphed through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

     During some Ash Wednesday services, the minister will lightly rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto 
the foreheads of worshipers. The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long history in 
Jewish and Christian worship. Historically, ashes signified purification and sorrow for sins. 

     This year, Ash Wednesday is March 6.  This year we are joining with Kenton First UMC and Dunkirk Grace 
UMC for 2 services.  The first service will be at 7:00am at the First UMC in Kenton, and the second will be 

     Jr. Church  9 AM   

 

Easter is coming even though it is in late April.  We would like to have some tones chimes just 
need help.  Our stories have been from the New Testament.  Come and enjoy.   

   Church Cleaning Day 

On Saturday, April 6, we will have a Cleaning and Purge Day at WGUMC!  There is a lot of 
old things and some clutter that the trustees wish dispose of.  There will be a trash bin 
available for all things that will be leaving the 4 walls of the church.  The trustees would 
like to encourage you to look in your Sunday school classrooms and your ministry areas 
for items to be thrown away.   



Have you or someone in your household moved, 

gotten married, Divorced, changed phone num-

bers or had a baby in 2018? 

If so please contact the office or see Mary Lou Lotz so that she 

can update our Church database.  Please don't assume she al-

ready has the information. Or you may email her at walnut-

grove68@gmail.com 

Thank You!! 

      Confirmation Class 

 

Many of us remember confirmation as that time when we met with the pastor and learned 
what our Christian faith is all about.   It was an important marker along our spiritual jour-
neys.  At baptism, we receive the promise of God’s grace and are initiated into the new 
covenant in Jesus Christ and membership in the Church, Christ’s body in the world. For 
many, this happens when they are very young. 

     Confirmation is an opportunity to respond to the grace of God available to us, as 
acknowledged in baptism, and to promise to live as a person of faith. “What God offers us must be accepted 
in repentance and faith,” This Is Your Baptismal Liturgy states. “Confirmation and reaffirmation are our re-
sponses of commitment, profession of faith, and rededication.” 

     In February, Pastor Doug will offer a confirmation class for any young person in grades 6-12.  If you have 
a son or daughter who wishes to be a part of this class, please email Pastor Doug at 
doug.flinn64@gmail.com, or call the church office.   

mailto:doug.flinn64@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Walnut Grove Family,  

As many of you may know, Walnut Grove YF is now partnering with Kenton First 
UMC, Kenton Epworth UMC, Saint Johns Evangelical Church, and Dunkirk Grace 
UMC to form the “Hardin County Collective” (HCC) Youth Group. The HCC meets 
once a month and Walnut Grove YF Meets once or twice a month. Both Youth 
Fellowship Groups are open to any child in school grades 7- 12. You do not need 
to be a member of any of those churches in order to go to the groups meetings. 
All you need is yourself and an open heart! Please get a hold of Dylan or Nathan if 
you have any questions.  

A recap of the month that we had: On February 7th we held a silent auction at 
Walnut Grove. All together we made nearly $1400 to go towards the winter re-
treat. Thank you so much for supporting our Youth Group! We also had our HCC 
Super Bowl Party on February 7th. All in all there were On February 15th-18th we 
had our first annual HCC Winter Retreat at the Maria Stein Retreat Center. 39 
youth, 7 chaperones, 5 band members, and 1 motivational speaker stayed the en-
tire weekend. It was a great experience for all lives involved. We will definitely be 
holding this weekend retreat again next year.  

Here are our upcoming events for March: Sunday, February 24th- Walnut Grove 
Shirley’s Popcorn Sales Fundraiser Begins 

 Sunday, March 3rd from 5:00-7:00 pm is an HCC Meeting at Kenton First UMC. 
Fun, food, and fellowship will be provided. Youth are responsible in getting too 
and from the church. Please get a hold of Dylan or Nathan if you need help find-
ing a ride.  

Sunday, March 17th from 5:00 – 7:00 pm is a Walnut Grove YF Meeting at Walnut 
Grove Youth Room. Food, fellowship and fun!  

Sunday, April 7th- HCC Meeting- More details to come on this later 

 Sunday, April 7th- Popcorn Sale ends  

Friday, May 10th- Popcorn is delivered to Walnut Grove  

     Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 13 

                           I can do all this through him who gives me strength.  
 

YOUth MATTERs 



             YOUth MATTERs 

          2019 YF Winter Retreat 

 

 

 What happened at General Conference? 

 

I am sure that is a question many of you are asking.  There will be 2 opportunities to hear 
some perspectives on the General Conference’s outcome.  First will be on Saturday, March 2, 
10:00.  Bishop Gregory Palmer will hold a simulcast in which he will address the West Ohio 
Conference and give his perspective on the conference proceeding.  Kenton First UMC and 
Ada First UMC will host these simulcasts in our area.  Whole all the details have yet to be 
worked out, there will be opportunities for questions and discussion. 

     The second opportunity will be on March 17, 6:30-8:00 at the Forest UMC.  The District Su-
perintendent will hold an open discussion for the churches in Hardin and Wyandot counties.   

If you would like to watch the General Conference, go the UMC.org for the schedule of times 
when the proceedings will be live streamed. 



To God you shall return 

The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return” might seem de-
pressing. But in our often death-denying culture, some might find it refreshing to hear the frank statement that 
we can do nothing to save ourselves, physically or spiritually — that, no matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t 
untangle ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then, to know we don’t have to! God loves us as we are 
and sent Jesus to break sin’s power over us.  
 
A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the middle of a long piece of ribbon, such that 
when you lift it high, the two ends — one symbolizing our baptism and the other, our funeral — meet and touch. 
We come from dust and will return to dust, but we also come from God and will return to God. Ash Wednesday 
reminds us that we’re always safe in God’s love. 

  

 

“It's better to bite your tongue than to eat your words.”  
—Frank Sonnenberg  
 
* * *  
“You do not need to wallow in guilt. Wallow in the mercy of God.”  
—St. John Vianney  
 
* * *  
“Never look down on anybody unless you’re helping him up.”  
—Jesse Jackson  
 
* * *  
“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature — the assurance that 
dawn comes after night, and spring after winter.”  
—Rachel Carson  
 
* * *  
“We are all so sunk in sin, and so wedded to the world, that we would never turn to God and 
seek salvation, unless he first called us by his grace.”  
—J.C. Ryle  

      Things to Ponder 



Sunday School  J.J.                

Beginning  Bal. 1/1/19      $ 3372.55   

 Receipts:                                       186.00 

     Total    $ 3558.55        

  

Expenses:  S.S.                9.00    

                   

Balance 1/31/19       $ 3549.55     

    

     General Fund  Charity Holland 

Beg. balance 1/1/19             $14,168.96 

Deposits    +10,819.00 

     $24,987.96 

Checks paid out   - 14,782.65 

Dec. 31, 2018 Bal.   $10,205.31 

 

Building Fund-$4,310.32 

Memorial Fund- $10,331.96 

                            Youth Fellowship  

Nov. 28,2018 - Jan. 28, 2019 

Date   Action   Deposit  Expenses  Balance 

11/28/19                 Beginning Bal.        $1513.27 

12/11/18  Dep. Tee Shirts  $914.00 

12/22/18  WG Oct cc REim     $382.37 

1/27/19  WG Nov-Dec cc reim    $1446.27 

1/27/19 Ending Balance          $598.63 



           March 2019 
    Sun     Mon      Tues       Wed        Thurs     Fri     Sat 

     1 2 

3  4  HN Prayer-

time in school 

computer 

room 7am 

5 Bible 

Study at 

10am & 

7pm 

Mission So-

ciety meets 

at Mr. 

Cheezy’s at 

11:30 

6   Ash 

Wednesday 

service at 

7pm 

7 8 9 

10 11  12 Trustee 

Meeting at 

6pm 

Bible Study 

10am & 

7pm 

13 14    15 

 

16 

 

17  18 19  

Bible study 

10am & 

7pm 

20 21 Quilt Club will 

meet from 10-2 

Ad Council 

Meeting at 7pm 

22 23  

24 

 

 

31 

25 

 

 

 

26 HN Com-

munity Din-

ner in Dun-

kirk 5-7 

Bible Study 

10am & 

7pm 

 

27 SPRC 

Meeting at 

6pm 

28 29 30 



Caleb Garmon  03/01 

Nevin Robson  03/01 

Rose Hassan  03/03 

Tammy Gault  03/04 

Rodney Adams  03/05 

Joel Kuck  03/05 

Mike Lotz  03/06 

Vickie Garmon  03/07 

Janet Albert  03/09 

Richard Elwood  03/10 

Morris Johnson  03/10 

Joyce Jolliff  03/10 

Jessica Leeth  03/11 

Heather Cook  03/13 

Joshua Koehler  03/14 

Linda Bash  03/15 

Jared Sheldon  03/16 

Barb Baum  03/17 

Deborah Isenbarger 03/17 

Lauren Johnson  03/17 

Kolten Garman  03/18 

Eric Lowery  03/18 

Annemarie Minter 03/19 

Giovanni Noascono 03/20 

Steve Wykes  03/22 

Emily Jones  03/23 

Kelvin Koehler  03/23 

Terri Robson  03/23 

Spencer Breidenbaugh 03/24 

Eden Hoelzle  03/24 

Colton McCall  03/24 

Robert McBride  03/25 

Marcella Frater  03/26 

Ron Pees  03/26 

Tim & Vickie Garmon  03/03 

Dave & Mary Lou Lotz  03/16 

Joe & Chelsea Hoelzle  03/17 

David & Gaylene Schutz  03/18 

Chad & Heather Cook  03/20 

Trevor & Amanda Benson  03/25 

Clint & Kristin Rodabaugh  03/28 

Jana Cronley  03/27 

Herman Hull  03/28 

Robert Hull  03/28 

Nathan Ruhlen  03/29 

Michael Cooper  03/31 



We’re on the Web! 

Www.wgumc.com 

Walnut Grove UMC 

13502 TR 80 

Kenton, OH 43326 

 

Phone: 419-675-1368 

Fax: 419-675-1368 

E-Mail:  

walnutgrove68@gmail.com 

 

    

    HN FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

 

HN Food Pantry is still open.  We are serving between 16-24 fami-
lies.  We have lost a couple clients this winter plus a faithful volunteer--
Carol.  May God continue to bless you in your continued support. 

 

 

 


