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June 2018 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Several years ago, Dan Kimble wrote a book entitled, They 
Like Jesus but Not the Church.  Stories from churches and 
statistics show that this is increasingly true in America.  
Growing numbers of people are becoming ambivalent to-
wards the church – they hardly notice that it is even there.  
Why?  Because churches are not making an effort to reach 
out them.  Their focus is on themselves and not on the Great 
Commission.   They exist for sake of themselves.  

When a church exists for the sake of its own members, one 
of the unintentional outcomes is that people beyond the 
church walls feel that we do not care about anyone but our-
selves.  They feel left out, ignored and unloved.  They can-
not see the transforming power of Jesus at work in our lives 
because the walls of the church hide Christ’s power. 

My question to each of you is this:  How are you reaching be-
yond the walls of the church and introducing others to the 
transforming power of Jesus Christ?  And here is a harder 
question to answer:  What am I doing to keep people away 
from knowing God and the fullness of His love?  Try to an-
swer each of these questions directly and honestly.  Too of-
ten we are set on protecting the way we do things that we 
miss opportunities reach out to others.  Our programs and 
ministries become ways to serve ourselves and families ra-
ther than to be a blessing to our community or world.   

Wherever I have served , I have urged and led congregations 
to become more missionally focused – less focused on our-
selves and more focused on people who live outside the 
walls of the church and are searching for meaning and caring 
relationships.  But do we insulate ourselves from those who 
are hurting or who are in need?  Do we like the church walls 
we have built because they shelter us from the hurt and des-
pair in the word around us? 

Being missional means going where the need is and joining in 
with God in what he is already doing.  That means we break 
down the walls that protect and shelter us, which can be a 
scary thing to do.  The apostle Paul, however, reminds us 
that God does not give us a spirit of fear, but rather one of 
boldness and power.  Though we may be moving into some 
new territory, God’s Spirit empowers us to carry out the 
Kingdom work he has planned for us. 

So I invite you to join in the work that God is doing and be in 
ministry to those in need, the lonely, the sick and the lost.  
God wants to do great things through us, and I believe he 
will if we allow Him the room to work in our lives. 

Pastor Doug Flinn -937-405-8156 Cell 

Secretary,  Mary Lou Lotz 419-674-8195 Cell 
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     While thinking about the practice of giving, This passage from 2 Chronicles 31 came to mind.  In this pas-
sage, King Hezekiah celebrated the Passover for the first time in many years, and it states, "He contributed 
from his own possessions for the morning an evening burnt offerings. He ordered the people living in Jerusa-
lem to give a portion due the priests and the Levites so they could devote themselves to the law of the Lord." 

   In other words, Hezekiah is reorganizing the center point of people's worship and spiritual vitality. There 
are some things that need to be put into place / folks to support / programs that have to be set into place if 
the routines of celebration are to be continued.  "As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously 
gave."  

This story from the life of one of Judea’s kings is that is that generosity is a mark of true revival in the church.  
When the church is revived, people begin to give generously to the work of God.  This kind of generosity is 
marked by 3 characteristics: 

Enthusiastic giving. People gladly give generously when the work of God is moving forward.  Think of it 
looks like when people grudgingly give.  The gospel of Jesus Christ turns men and women from takers 
into givers. And the generosity cuts across the whole sweep of their life. In this case, the generosity 
speaks specifically to their offering. 

Priority giving. True generosity is given from the first fruits… not what is left over.   When I was in South 
America, I noticed when the time of the offering came around, everybody lined up and put their 
offerings on the table. Some money , others fruit and grain.  Here we do it with money.  The point is 
we give from the top, trusting that God will supply all we need. 

Percentage giving.  The Bible has a definition for generosity—a tithe, a tenth of everything, the first 
fruits. When men and women say, "I believe the Bible to be authority. I believe the Bible to be bind-
ing upon my life," they have to deal with this. This principle is all the way through the Bible. Every 
time people are spiritually renewed, one of the evidences is that their renewal touches their personal 
treasure. That's why this story is here. 

     Generosity is a key to spiritual life, and generosity is defined when a man or a woman says, "I will obey 
God by giving a percentage of my income, regardless of what it is, in faithfulness to him." He owns it in the 
first place, and he asked for this percentage back.  When Hezekiah called for the people’s gifts, they gave 
generously and measurably.  2 Chronicles 31:6 we read, "They began doing this and finished in the seventh 
month. And when Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the Lord and blessed the 
people." 

     I am truly grateful for all the time, talents and gifts you all offer the church.  Please remember, continue to 
give as generously as you can to God’s work here at Walnut Grove! 

        VBS NEWS!!! 

 

VBS is scheduled for July 23rd-July 26th from 6:00-8:00 PM with an optional meal at 5:30 PM! We are only doing 4 
nights this summer since we have so many families taking weekend trips and miss out on all the fun stuff on Friday 
night. We will instead have our program on Thursday night so all families can attend! 

We are so excited to use a sports theme to spread God's word and connect with our kids! "Gear up! Get Ready! Game 
on!" 

We are in need of volunteers to help with leading/teaching groups, crafts, games, music, and additional bodies to float 
between groups. There will be a sign up sheet at both services on Sunday morning or you can contact Katie (419-889-9350) or 
Shelby (567-674-2671). Volunteers are essential in making VBS a success so any help is greatly appreciated! Please let us know 



Congratulations 

to the 

2018 Graduates 

High School  

Zac Breidenbach- Son of Spencer & Sherrie Brei-
denbach. 

Graduating from: Ada HS 

Future plans: Plans on working on the family farm and 
getting his CDL this summer. 

 

Cymon Timothy Crowe- Son of Tim & Cheryl 
Crowe. 

Graduating from: Kenton City HS 

Future plans: Going to the University of Toledo to 
major in Exercise Science. 

 

Cassidy Taylor Deckling- Daughter of Traci 
Deckling & Granddaughter of Susan Jolliff. 

Graduating from: Hardin Northern HS 

Future plans: Will be attending ONU to major in Law. 

 

Justin Light- Son of Mark Light. 

Graduating from: Ada HS 

Future plans: Will be joining the workforce. 

 

Eliza Mae Parsons- Daughter of Chris & Laura 
Parsons & Granddaughter Phyllis Parsons. 

Graduating from- Riverside HS, Painesville OH 

Future plans: Going to Lakeland Community 
College to major in Art Education 

 

Tate Leon Prichard- Son of Mike & Lenora Prich-
ard. 

Graduating from: Hardin Northern HS 

Future plans: Will be joining the workforce. 

Anasia Reese- Daughter of Darren Reese & Grand-

daughter of Dan & Cheryl Reese. 

Graduating from: Lima HS 

Future plans: Received her STNA from Apollo last 

summer and is working at Shawnee Manor in Lima. 

Plans to attend Phlebotomy school. 

 

Zachary L. Thiel- Son of Jason & Jodi Thiel and 

Grandson to Dean & Annetta Lenhart. 

Graduating from: Leavenworth HS. Graduating with 

Honors and a 4.0 G.P.A. 

Future plans: Attend Univ. of St. Mary majoring in Bi-

ology and Pre-Dentistry. 

He received Academic & Basketball Scholarships. He 

will be playing basketball for the University. 

 

Cynthia Sheldon- Daughter of Greg Sheldon & 

Granddaughter of Lois Ann Sheldon. 

Graduating from: Waynesfield Goshen HS. 

Future plans: Going to attend Wright State to major in 

Nursing. 

 

College 

Tiffany Breidenbach- Daughter of Spencer & Sher-

rie Breidenbach. 

Graduating from: Rhoades State with a Degree in Busi-

ness Management. 

 

Shelby Ruhlen- Daughter of Craig & Vet Stump. 

Graduating from: Wright State University with a Mas-

ter’s of Science in Clinical Mental Health Counseling. 



The Power of Prayer 

     I love this verse from Luke 5:16 because it shows that just like you and me, Jesus needed a break from the 
demands of his busy life to recharge his batteries and spend time with his Heavenly Father. The life of Christ 
is intended to give us examples we can follow and learn from. So, even though He was God incarnate, Jesus 
didn’t draw on his super powers as the Son of God when it came to facing life’s challenges. Instead, when he 
was exhausted or burdened or in need of spiritual refreshment, he would “slip away” to pray — plugging 
into the power, perception, and purpose that can only be found in God’s presence. 

 

But He (Jesus) would often slip away to the wilderness to pray.  Luke 5:16 

  

     Prayer is one of the most powerful weapons God has given us, and I believe it has never been more im-
portant for God’s people to be on our knees. But knowing how to pray is not always easy. Jesus’ disciples felt 
the same confusion. They were familiar with the oft-repeated prayers of the Torah. But Jesus prayed with a 
kind of authority and power they had never seen before — as though God was listening! So when they came 
to Jesus, as told in Matthew 6, they didn’t say, “Teach us another prayer.” They said, “Lord, teach us to 
pray.” 

     The Lord’s Prayer is Christ’s response. It is a beautiful prayer and one that every Christian should hide in 
their heart.  Based on that great prayer, here are eight keys that have helped me develop a more powerful 
prayer life. I hope they will encourage you to make your life a life of prayer. 

 

1. Know to whom you are speaking. 

2. Thank him. 

3. Ask for God’s will. 

4. Say what you need. 

5. Ask for forgiveness. 

6. Pray with a friend. 

7. Pray the Word. 

8. Memorize Scripture. 

Structured Sunday school classes are completed for the year since so many of our families 

are busy throughout the summer with vacations, camps, and other trips.  Someone will be 

available during this time frame if adults would like to attend their class and need a place for 

their kids to go.  Structured Sunday school classes will begin again in late September.  There 

will not be any structured lessons throughout the week either due to work schedules of both 

Katie & Shelby.  Be on the look out for other pop-up events throughout the summer months 

to keep your kids engaged and have a fun time!  



      YOUth MATTERs  

 

Hello Walnut Grove, 

 

 

Can it be June already?  Mothers day? Check.  Graduation? Check.  Summer? Check!  Please 
check out our upcoming events for Summer 2018! 

On Saturday, June 9th is the Youth Group's All Day-and-nighter @ Camp Common Grounds in 
Dunkirk.  We will meet at Camp Common Grounds Saturday at 8:00 AM.  When you make it, sorry, 
but you are OURS !  In other words, you won’t be allowed to leave from the camp to do other 
things.  We will be doing MISSION kind of work, going around the communities to help others in 
need.   All food and drinks will be provided.  You just need yourself, a sleeping bag and pillow, a 
small box fan (it gets hot upstairs even at night), toothbrush and toothpaste, some old clothes that 
you don’t mind getting dirty, and a swimming suit! Pick-up is at the campgrounds at 9:00 on Sun-
day.   

June 28- July 1
st

 is the girls Chrysalis Flight #50 – Must be 15 years or older.  Girls please see  

Dylan or Nathan if you have questions!     

 

July 26-29th is the boys Chrysalis Flight #50 – Must be 15 years or older.  Boys please see Dylan  

or Nathan if you have questions!     

*At some point in the summer we are going to go to the Trampoline Park. We will let you know 
ASAP on that date and price. 
 
Have a great summer! 
Dylan and Nathan 



                                       Mother/ Daughter Chalk Couture 2018 

The Mother-Daughter Chalk Couture event had a total of 18 mothers and daughters in attendance.  Ladies were able to create a 

variety of canvas patterns using chalk paint and silk-screen stencils.  Everyone in attendance took home their own piece of art to 

display in their living room, bedroom, or even their office!  Great activity for ladies of all ages and "craft-skill" level!  We would love 

to do a future event with more design options to accommodate all areas of design interest.  Check out "Chalkin It Up Designs by 

Amanda Hamilton Independent Chalk Couture Designer" on Facebook or the company webpage (https://

chalkinitupdesign.chalkcourture.com) to see more designs and other projects that can be done!  Amanda is great to work with and 

can even book parties at your home!    

 

https://chalkinitupdesign.chalkcourture.com/
https://chalkinitupdesign.chalkcourture.com/


Sunday School  J.J.               

Beginning Bal. 4/1/18    $3882.54 

  Receipts:        221.00      

      $4103.54 

    Expenses:  

                 Gen. Fund     $119.99 

                 Conkle’s     $  29.25 

  Trustees     $300.00 

       $ 449.24  

Ending Bal. 4/30/18    $3654.30       

     General Fund– Charily Holland 

April 2018 

Beginning Bal.                  $10,923.45 

Deposits               +   14,427.04 

                   $25,350.49 

Checks paid out              - $   9,911.36 

Ending Bal. 4/30/18                 $15,439.13 

Memorial Fund-     $6,181.96 

Building Fund-        $4,310.32 

 

Youth Fellowship Treasurer Gail Rodabaugh 

April 26-May 21,2018     

Date  Action                        Deposits  Expenses  Balance 

4/26/18 Beginning balance                             $2,513.97 

5/06/18 Dairy Dream                    $50.00 

5/08/18 Offering deposit $40.00  

5/21/18 N. Ruhlen-supplies   $158.74 

5/21/18 Ending Balance      $2,345.23 



June 2018 
    Sun     Mon      Tues     Wed      Thurs   Fri     Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 Basement 

in use 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 Trustee 

Meeting 7pm 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 Father’s 

Day Com-

bined Service 

at 10am 

18 Basement 

in use 

19 20 21  Quilt Club 

meets 10-2 

22 23 Food Pan-

try 9-10:30 

Volunteers 

welcome! 

24 25 26  HN Com-

munity Din-

ner 5-7 pm 

27 28 29 30 Basement 

in use. 



David Bash  06/01 

Michelle LaPlant  06/01 

Raelynn Vanderpool 06/01 

Tom Kuck  06/02 

William Good  06/04 

Mary Lou Patrick  06/06 

Phyllis Johnson  06/07 

Breanna Cook  06/10 

Robbie Flinn  06/10 

Lori Paul   06/13 

Scott Albert  06/17 

Fox Alger  06/19 

Richard Baum  06/19 

Chris Brannan  06/21 

Trenton Comstock 06/22 

Andy McBride  06/24 

Jim Heilman  06/25 

Tamikka Reese  06/25 

Doug Ruhlen  06/25 

Cloyd Jones  06/28 

Sara Oates  06/28 

Austin Roby  06/28 

Kaitlyn McBride  06/29 

Jeff & Charity Holland   06/02  Richard & Eleanor Terrill   06/19 

Don & Kay Doll    06/04  Ron & Rhonda Pees   06/20 

Dennis & Chris Brannan   06/06  Bob & Jo Anne Kritzler   06/21 

Joe & Sue Alger    06/09  Jim & Jolene Lindeman   06/22 

Doug & Holly Ruhlen   06/11  Spencer & Sherrie Breidenbach  06/29 

Floyd & Marleen Crowe   06/18  Jeff & Stephanie Lenhart   06/29 

Dylan & Carlie Shepherd   06/18  Joe & Ruth Cook    06/30 

Trying to figure out a Special Father’s 

day present that he will cherish forev-

er? Here is  something to try. IF you 

make one send me a picture & I will 

post it in next month’s Newsletter. 



HN Food Pantry 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.wgumc.com 

Walnut Grove UMC 

13502 TR 80 

Kenton, OH 43326 

 

Phone: 419-675-1368 

Fax: 419-675-1368 

E-Mail:  

walnutgrove68@gmail.com 

Attention Clients of HN Food Pantry 

As of July 21st the Pantry will be open from 9-10 am Every 

Month until further notice. 

We pray this will not be a concern as we feel this time will be 

better for our clients and helpers.  Please put this time on 

your calendar. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation 

HN Food Pantry 


