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From the Pastor’s Desk 
     

 If you have driven the streets of Kenton, you are probably well aware of 
all those hazards and obstacles e. All POTHOLES!  Potholes are the bane 
of my existence. But I have come to accept them as a part of life.  I do my 
best to avoid them…but inevitably at least once a week I hit one, being 
reminded of the hazards of driving in Kenton (and most other communi-
ties). 

 

In 1826, geologists originally defined pot holes as a geological feature in 
glaciers and gravel beds. There were other theories why they eventually 
became known as “pot holes.” 

 

One theory is that in the 1700s, before mechanized digging machines, 
potters dug for clay by hand. In the winter, the ground froze, making it 
impossible to dig in the fields, so they had to dig along the lanes where 
carriages and horses broke down the soil, thus creating “pot holes.” 
More modern definitions include: 

 

A pothole is a type of failure in an asphalt pavement, caused by the pres-
ence of water in the underlying soil structure. The presence of traffic 
passing over the affected area introduces water to the underlying soil 
structure and weakens the supporting soil. Traffic then fatigues and 
breaks the poorly supported asphalt surface. 

 

Today we cope with pot holes-both real and spiritual. They can be dan-
gerous and damage vehicles and rattle our teeth! Warning signs could be 
used but that rarely happens! 

 

We could create a “Christian allegory” from our experiences with pot 
holes. In this allegory, the pot holes would be events or actions that have 
impacted or shaken our lives. Sometimes surprises, or sometimes not. 

 

There is a sense of pleasure driving on a recently paved highway. It 
makes long drives easier and quieter. On the other hand, driving on a pot 
holed riddled road is no fun at all! Many are so busy they often fail to 
remember it is God’s grace that we walk through a life on a “well paved 
road.” But those pesky potholes can suddenly arrive and it is always 
God’s grace-and only His grace- that “paves the way” for us. But, as Jesus 
said: 

 

We could create a “Christian allegory” from our experiences with pot 
holes. In this allegory, the pot holes would be events or actions that have 
impacted or shaken our lives. Sometimes surprises, or sometimes not. 



From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d 

There is a sense of pleasure driving on a recently paved highway. It makes long drives easier and quieter. On the oth-
er hand, driving on a pot holed riddled road is no fun at all! Many are so busy they often fail to remember it is God’s 
grace that we walk through a life on a “well paved road.” But those pesky potholes can suddenly arrive and it is al-
ways God’s grace-and only His grace- that “paves the way” for us. But, as Jesus said: 

 

John 16:33: “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the world.” (NASB) 

 

When there is a sudden event in our lives that challenges our faith and tests us, we can choose to walk out our lives 
in a way pleasing to God or we can become bitter or angry. But God always makes a way for us and gives us His won-
derful promises! In times of testing we must trust the Lord: 

 

Psalm 121: 1-7: ¹ I look up to the mountains— 

does my help come from there? 

² My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth! 

³He will not let you stumble; 

the one who watches over you will not slumber. 

4 Indeed, he who watches over Israel 

never slumbers or sleeps. 

5The LORD himself watches over you! 

The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. 

6 The sun will not harm you by day, 

nor the moon at night. 

7 The LORD keeps you from all harm 

and watches over your life.” (NIT) 

 

Psalm 121 is such a wonderful blessing! We may face some difficult times but God assures us that He is there. God 
has also provided a light to guide our path: 

 

Psalm 119: 105: Your word is a lamp to guide and a light for my path. (NIT) 

 

Hitting a major pothole in life can generate questions such as Who is in charge here? Or why doesn’t someone fix this 
road? When we experience such an event we have an answer for our “spiritual pothole” questions. That answer is 
Jesus!! 



Join us July 21st - July 25th from 6:00-8:00 PM for an epic African 
adventure where kids can explore God's goodness and celebrate 
a ferocious faith that gives them power to get them through this 
wild life! Roar VBS is open to kids ages 3 through 6th Grade and 
there will be an optional meal starting at 5:30 PM.  Sunday, July 
21st (yes a Sunday!) will be a Family Night to kick off a great week 
of VBS!  Thursday, July 25th there will be a program showcasing 
everything the kids have learned throughout the week!  Registra-
tion forms will be available outside the church office, in the Nar-
thex, and online.   

 

Volunteers are also needed to help make VBS a success!   

Please let Shelby or Katie know if you have any questions or 
would like to help! 



YOUth MATTERs 

Hello Walnut Grove! 
 
We can't believe that it is already July! The weekend of June 19th-22nd the Hardin County Collec-
tive (HCC) made Camp Common Grounds in Dunkirk its home-base for a local mission project.  We 
had an amazing time!  Youth saw firsthand the difference they can make in our communities just by 
lending a helping hand.  Youth made blankets to give to people in need, worked at Table One Res-
taurant in Kenton, Worked at a Lima Food Pantry,  built a gaga-pit at Camp Common Grounds, 
worked at the Table One Gardens, helped shut-ins, transported goods to Safe Haven, and visited 
two local nursing homes to talk and sing with their residents.   
 
Thank you to everyone who helped out at this event.  I'm going to name a few (and I apologize if I 
forget anyone) that helped make the mission work possible: 
Pastor Doug 
Renee and Kevin Ridgeway 
Chris and Gail Rodabaugh 
Barb Flowers 
Holly Ruhlen 
Vet Stump 
Jim Steele 
 

I would also like to thank you for the donations the youth have received.  I want to assure you that 
these kids have really grown in faith and in deed- more so than anything Dylan and I have seen in 
recent memory.  Without Walnut Grove's financial backing we could not do what we do to help the-
se youth.  Below you will see a few pictures of our crew. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 

 

              2019 Chicken and Pork chop BBQ 
 

 

 

Once again this year, the Walnut Grove Church will be hosting a Chicken and Pork Chop BBQ Dinner on August 15, 
2019, 4:30-6:30 pm. The menu will be same as last year… ½ chicken or 2 6oz pork chops, bacon and cheese scalloped 
potatoes, apple sauce, and cookies and pie for dessert.  The cost of each meal is $10.00, and we will begin selling tick-
ets July 7.  What can you do to help?  We will need crews to set up, clean up, serve up the meals, run dinners to the 
“drive through” and make pies and cookies.  Sign up lists will be circulated during worship or you may be called and 
asked to help.  Finally, we need everyone to sell tickets!  Last year we sold over 600 meals…let’s do more this year!  
The proceeds will stay at WGUMC to help offset costs of capital improvements which need to be done.  If you have 
any questions, call Linda Garmon, Madelyn Lowery, Sharon Good, or Mary Lou Lotz  



Stewardship Corner 

 

“I will bless you …, so that you will be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). The Lord blessed Abraham so 
that he would be a blessing. How did He bless Abraham? He promised that from His seed 
would come the savior of the nations. And Abraham believed that promise, trusted that 
the Lord would provide it just as He had promised. Thus, everything Abraham did was col-
ored by that promise. He willingly gave of himself and his household in service to the Lord 
in view of that promise. 

  

Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us. Not only has He given us everything that we 
need to support this body and life, but He has also provided, that promised seed in His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. He is 
the savior of the nations. He is the redeemer of the world. He is the one who has conquered sin, death, and the power 
of the devil by His death, resurrection, and ascension. 

  

Just as we are richly blessed, we are also thereby freed to be a blessing. Since God has endowed us with His gifts, we 
are set to endow others. Thus, we give of the blessings we have received so that others may be blessed. We do this in 
our homes, our communities, and our churches. We press the blessings God has lavished upon us in service to those 
around us. We use our time, our talents, and our treasures to be a blessing even as they have been a blessing to us. 

 The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a blessing to others. So, whenever you put that envelope in the collection 
plate, when you set out to serve at the local food pantry, when you sit down to help your kids with homework, think of 
this: The Lord has blessed you, so that you will be a blessing.  



2019 WEST OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT 

The theme of this year’s West Ohio Annual was Be Not Afraid Hope.  The conference began Sunday night with a 
laity session and hymn sing.  Four laity witnessed the hope they have encountered through God’s loving faithful-
ness.  Day two began with the business of the conference.  Below is a summary of the conference business taken 
from NewsNET of the West Ohio Conference.  It summarizes the conference much better than I could.   

NewsNET--Hope was in the air as the 50th session of The West Ohio Conference gathered on the shores of Lake 
Erie at Lakeside Chautauqua. Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided over the conference, which was held June 2-6. 
The conference theme of “Be Not Afraid – HOPE,” was based on Romans 15:13, “May the hope of God fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Palmer addressed the conference, speaking into the unrest in the denomination regarding human sexuality. 

“If there was a memo that came from Holy Ghost headquarters that said ‘all of you United Methodists are free to 
suspend your attention to the primary mission of disciple-making and world transformation until you resolve the 
challenge of human sexuality,’ signed God, Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, I just need 
you to know I missed the parchment and I didn’t get a digital version,” Palmer said. 

“I am not going to be defined by a single conversation and a single story. And you ought not to be as well,” he said. 

Five people shared their personal testimonies with the conference. From twins with Cystic Fibrosis to returning citi-
zens and recovering addicts, each expressed their gratitude for the faith and hope they found in God through The 
United Methodist Church. 

One week before the session met, 18 tornadoes devasted parts of the conference. A special offering of more than 
$10,000 was received with numerous online contributions yet to be counted. Earlier in the year, Bishop Palmer 
challenged conference members to bring contributions for Light the Way, a focused plan to develop new faith com-
munities and increase the number of highly vital existing congregations. An offering of more than $100,000 was 
collected, bringing the total of gifts and pledges to $2.6 million. 

During the session’s times of holy conferencing, members: 

 ELECTED, in one day, the 14 General Conference, 14 Jurisdictional Conference, and 8 Alternate delegates to 
represent The West Ohio Conference in 2020. 

 PASSED Recommendation #1 – the 2020 Budget of $19,572,211, a reduction of $500,000 (2.5%) from 2019. 
These reductions are possible in part because of Conference staff sharing and attrition, no 2020 raises for extend-
ed cabinet members, and the benefits of owning the Conference center. 

 PASSED Recommendation #2 – Board of Pension & Health Benefits, which keeps healthcare coverage the 
same for active and retired clergy. The Conference has added an Employee Assistance Program for additional 
mental health support, and all eligible clergy will see an auto-escalation in their pension contribution rate of 1% per 
year, until a maximum of 10% is reached (unless clergy opt-out). 

 PASSED Recommendation #3 – Commission on Equitable Compensation, in which the recommended mini-
mum salary for clergy is 2% higher than last year. Key Conference staff and Cabinet took no increase in salary for 
2020. 
PASSED as amended Recommendation #4 – Petition to the 2020 General Conference to Amend Paragraph 
316.1: Clarification of Context of Ministry Regarding Licensed Clergy. The amended text provides that a charge for 
licensed local pastors is defined as “the people within or related to the community in which it is located.” 



PASSED Recommendation #5 – Petition to the 2020 General Conference to Amend Paragraph 319.2: Annual 
Licensing for Local Pastors. The recommendation allows for district committees on ordained ministry to choose to 
continue the licensing for a local pastor each year without meeting with the person, unless requested. 
Membership stands at 148,153. Worship attendance was 88,978, and church school attendance stands at 
28,745. Professions or reaffirmations of faith: 2,856. Adults and young adults in small groups: 96,152. Worship-
pers engaged in mission in 2018: 49,847. WOC churches served 2,403,556 people with ministries of outreach, 
justice, and mercy. 

The 51st session of the West Ohio Annual Conference is scheduled for June 7-11, 2020, at Lakeside.  

Submitted by Gail Rodabaugh 

2019 WEST OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT CONT’D 

                         Tornado Relief  

 

 

 

 

The devastation to Dayton and other areas around West Ohio will require long-term help to rebuild houses, 

businesses, and lives. The extent of the assistance West Ohio can provide will depend on the generosity of 

churches and people from across the Conference. Please continue to give all you can to the West Ohio Dis-

aster Response Fund by checking out the West Ohio Website (be sure to select 'West Ohio Disaster Re-

sponse' in the drop-down menu). These funds stay in West Ohio and will be used only to respond to disas-

ters in West Ohio. Checks may be sent to The West Ohio Conference, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 

43085, with 'West Ohio Disaster Response' in the Memo line. Terri McClain at the Miami Valley District 

Office is going to coordinate volunteer teams that want to come to Dayton and/or Celina to help with Tor-

nado recovery. She can be reached at 937-529-2320 for further questions.  

We will be taking a special mission offering on Sunday, June 30, in support of West Ohio Disaster relief. 

Thank you for what you have done and will continue to do!  



 

 

July 
MONTHLY      

9:00 Liturgist-   Dave Schutz      July 21      

9:00 Head Usher- Rowe Garmon    9 :00 AM Greeters–   Jim Dixon  

              

July 7          

9:00 Greeters–  Barb Baum           July 28 

Communion          9:00 AM Greeters–  Don & Kay Doll 

1 Ray & Sue Petty 

2 Jerry & Joyce Jolliff         

3 Pastor Doug           

2nd Service-  Tim & Cheryl Crowe          

 

July 14 

9:00 Greeters–  Barb Flowers                         

Something 
for the 
kiddos 



Sunday School  J.J.                

Beginning  Bal. 5/1/19      $ 2963.68   

                         Receipts:                                    217.65      

Total             $3181.33 

 

Expenses:          David Cook            64.41     

                 Easter Palms            19.47                           

                83.88 

 

Balance 5/31/19        $3097.45     

    

   General Fund  Charity Holland 

Beg. Balance  May 2019              $14,821.05 

Deposits    +11,509.00 

       26,330.05 

Checks paid out    -14,376.73 

Ending Balance                 $11,953.32 

Building Fund-$4,310.32 

Memorial Fund- $9,492.68 

     Youth Fellowship 2019  

May 28-June 24,2109     

Date   Action   Deposits              Expenses                  Balance 

5/28/19   beginning balance                                               $ 4,275.94  

  6/4/19   offering deposit    150.00 

  6/9/19   WG Mar & April cc      452.91  

6/11/19   offering deposit      92.00 

6/19/19   offering deposit    190.00 

6/24/19   ending balance                                                                          $ 4,255.03  



            July 2019 
    Sun     Mon      Tues       Wed        Thurs     Fri     Sat 

  1 2  Mission 

Society 

meets at Mr. 

Cheesy’s @ 

11am 

3 4 5 6 

7 Communion 

served. 

 

8  9  10 11 Ad Council 

Meeting at 7pm 

12 13  

14 15 16 17 18  Quilt Club 

meets from 10-2 

19 20 Dunkirk 

Food Pantry 

9-10. Volun-

teers are 

welcome! 

21 22 23 HN Com-

munity Din-

ner in Dun-

kirk from 5-7 

24 25  26 

Church in 

use. 

27 

Church in 

use. 

28 

 

 

 

29 30 31    



Trinity Tracy  07/01 

Kaiden Gammon  07/02 

Mark Lowery  07/02 

Rob Wilson  07/03 

Aaron Bash  07/05 

Isaac Holland  07/05 

Melea Allen  07/06 

Tiffany Breidenbach 07/06 

Madison Grappy  07/06 

Bill Patrick  07/06 

Deb Doll   07/07 

Kristin Rodabaugh 07/08 

Lauren Hoffman  07/09 

Amy Johnson  07/09 

Brandon Oates  07/10 

Colby Garmon  07/11 

Jordan Appleton  07/12 

Jenna Rodabaugh  07/12 

Carlie Shepherd  07/12 

John Albert  07/13 

Bradley Comstock 07/14 

Heather McBride  07/14 

Jordan Potter  07/14 

Karen Bash  07/15 

Robert Oates  07/15 

Dalton Cornell  07/16 

Bryce Gossard  07/16 

Terry Minter  07/16 

Julie Steiner  07/17 

John Flinn  07/18 

Ray Petty  07/19 

Brian Wilson  07/19 

Kylie Cole  07/20 

Tom Williams  07/21 

Joshua & Megan Frisbee  07/04      Mark & Gail Hoffman 07/20 

William & Sharon Good  07/07      Jeff & Lisa Doll  07/21 

Tom & Janice Kuck  07/07 

Travis & Susan Oates  07/10 

Kevin & Renee Ridgeway  07/11 

Tom & Stephanie Jolliff  07/13 

Jerry & Joyce Jolliff  07/17 

Rodney Barrett  07/22 

Robert Lambert  07/23 

Robert Gault  07/24 

Tom Jolliff  07/24 

Michele Oates  07/24 

Nancy Musselman 07/25 

Calthy Kindle  07/26 

Benjamin Ingle  07/27 

Audine Koehler  07/27 

Wesley Minter  07/27 

Kelli Reese  07/27 

Anthony Rhoades  07/27 

Calvin Rodabaugh 07/27 

Rayne Frater  07/28 

Benjamin Garmon 07/29 

Hanna Smink  07/29 

Susan Frederick  07/31 

Tyler Humphrey  07/31 

Liam O’Connor  07/31 

Mason Schott  07/31 



We’re on the Web! 

Www.wgumc.com 

Walnut Grove UMC 

13502 TR 80 

Kenton, OH 43326 

 

Phone: 419-675-1368 

Fax: 419-675-1368 

E-Mail:  

walnutgrove68@gmail.com 

  

    

    

 

 

 

 

 


