July 2018

From the Pastor’s Desk
I saw a cartoon several years ago featuring a young
boy with his lemonade stand. A man in a suit was
standing next to the stand enjoying a nice cold lemonade. He asked the boy, “What do you want to do
when you grow up?”
“Well, I want to diversify,” said the boy. “I hope to
expand beyond lemonade to hot dogs, hamburgers
and fiber optics!”

The Nuggets

Walnut Grove UMC

I can imagine this boy will someday be the CEO
of his company. But that’s not the point. The point
for us is imagination and boldness. For any church
to be effective in ministry, we must have both these
components.
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Imagination opens us up to so many possibilities
that are yet unrealized. So often, we get so stuck in
our ways of doing things that we fail to see all the
opportunities that God is opening up to us. When
we use our imaginations, we can begin to see new
ways of ministering to people in our church and in
our community. How? Imagination eliminates the
perceived obstacles and frees us to see all the
needs and possibilities for our church and community.
In I Samuel 17, the height of Goliath is mentioned
in cubits. Some people believe he was 9'9" and others think he was 6'6". Either way, because his height
was mentioned shows that it was out of the ordinary
and a big deal—except to David.
Because David was consumed with his Godgiven purpose to slay Goliath, he imagined what it
would be like to take down the giant and, as a result,
he was excited. He shouted and mocked his enemies and proclaimed God's name. Therefore, he
was not intimidated by the apparent obstacle of Goliath's size.
When imagination and excitement are mixed together, you will either not notice obstacles or they
will be largely diminished—and, therefore, your courage will increase! This is important to remember as
you pursue your God-given purpose.

From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d
Boldness is the courage to do those things we are passionate about. Passion is a
powerful thing. When you are passionate about something, you have no issue in being bold to support it. Paul was passionate about spreading the Gospel, and his boldness goes on display in Acts 25.
Paul responds to Festus in verses 10 -11 saying, “I am now standing before
Caesar’s court, where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as
you yourself know very well. If however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving
death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are
not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!”
Notice the tone that Paul uses to end his statement. He is on trial and could be
sentenced to death, but because he believes in his actions and his purpose, he
speaks boldly. Paul’s passion for spreading the message of Jesus made him passionate and willing to face even death. When we catch on to this kind of passion for the
Gospel, we can gain a boldness that will change not only our communities, but a
boldness that could spark a movement of God that will change the world!

Stewardship Corner
Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten,
and more by what we give away.
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man
for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various diseases.
He died the death that we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from
sin, death, and hell. And so, it is that by giving completely of Himself, He got for Himself us,
making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. For giving softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which the worries of this world
and making a living has on us. For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are
singularly focused on what we get. That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives—
our relationships with friends and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It
shifts our focus from asking the question—How can I be a friend, family member, neighbor,
and servant to others—to asking the question—what have they done for me lately. We become more selfish instead of selfless.
But when we give, we do not have less, we have more because when we give we join in the
bond of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them.
And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus we
are reflecting the divine nature. As Jesus said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts
20:35).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Because of an issue with his phone number, Pastor Doug has a new phone number. His new number is 567-674-6046. Please make note of the change. Thank
you!

Here are a few Thank You notes we have received in the office:
Thanks for the flowers and all you did for the McBride Family.
Bob McBride

Thank you for my Graduation gift and the many cards and well wishes. I am sorry I
was unable to be there to accept it. All the support, thoughts and prayers I have received
over the years from Walnut Grove has meant so much to me. It is really
appreciated.
Thanks again,
Zach Thiel

Gear Up! Get Ready! Game On!
We will be having our Vacation Bible School July 23rd-July 26th
from 6:00-8:00 PM with an optional meal at 5:30 PM. Our program will be held on Thursday evening for anyone who would like to come see what was
learned throughout the week.
Sign-ups can be found on our webpage or you can contact Katie (419-889-9350), or Shelby
(567-674-2671). Feel free to reach out with any questions.
As always, thank you for all the support from our church.
Shelby and Katie

The West Ohio Annual Conference was held June 3-6, 2018 at Lakeside. The conference
theme was “Be Not Afraid-There Is Enough”. The opening worship speaker was Dr. Zan
Holmes, Dallas, TX. Dr. Holmes is a very motivational speaker. One thought he presented that
speakers to everyone is “don’t die before you dead”. He encouraged everyone to continue to
help those in need and spread the word of Jesus.
All worship speakers encouraged and challenged us to invite people into our lives and
testify what Jesus has done for us.
During the business session of the conference, conference attendees passed all six recommendations presented. The recommendations are summarized below.
Recommendation #1-Finance and administration recommendations from the council
for calendar year 2019and 2019 mission and ministry funding plan.
Recommendation #2-Pension and health benefits for clergy.
Recommendation #3-Recommended minimum salaries for clergy.
Recommendation #4-Minimum clergy vacation policy.
Recommendation #5-Conference investment management.
Recommendation #6 –There is enough for the stranger. In summary this recommendation deals with providing support for those congregations who chose to provide temporary sanctuary for immigrants and refugees.
This year the Conference brought a personal side to conference with four speakers who
are passionate about the Church and its mission. Their stories were brought to life through
four “Fear Less” segments which allowed individuals so share their hearts on the issues of addiction, race, gun violence, and disaster response, and to challenge the Church to do better.
I want to thank Walnut Grove Church for the opportunity to represent our congregation
at the West Ohio Annual Conference. A summary of annual conference can be found by visiting the West Ohio Conference website at www.westohioumc.org.
Blessings,
Gail Rodabaugh

A prayer for the 4th

Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the truth and the life; hear us as we pray for the
truth that shall make all free. Teach us that liberty is not only to be loved but also to
be lived. Liberty is too precious a thing to be buried in books. It costs too much to be
hoarded. Help us see that our liberty is not the right to do as we please, but the opportunity
to please to do what is right.

Sunday School

J.J.

Beginning Bal. 5/1/17

$ 3654.30

Receipts:

$ 139.00
$3793.30

Total

Expenses:

Nancy Musselman– Kitchen supplies

$ 75.23

Conkle’s

69.00
$ 144.23

Bal. 5/31/17

$3649.07
Youth Fellowship
Deposits

Beginning Balance

Treasurer

Gail Rodabaugh
Expenses

5/22/2018

$2,345.23

WG April cc reim

$68.71

Camp Common Ground

$300.00

Ending Balance 6/25/18

General Fund

May 2018
Beginning Balance
deposits

$15,439.13
9,828.08
$25,267.21

checks paid out

- 15,906.77

Ending balance

$9,360.44

Building fund $4,310.32
Memorial fund $ 6,671.96

Balance

$1,976.52

July 2018
Sun
1

Mon
2

Tues
3 Mission

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

16 Basement 17

18

19

20

21 Food Pan-

Society meets
at Mr.
Cheezy’s @
noon

8

9 Trustee
Meeting 7pm

15

in use 7pm

try

Quilt Club meets
from 10-2

9-10:00
Volunteers
welcomed

22

23

24

25

VBS 6-8
with meal
@ 5:30

VBS 6-8
with meal
@ 5:30

VBS 6-8 with VBS 6-8 with
meal @ 5:30 meal @ 5:30

HN Community Dinner 57

29 Basement 30
in use

31

26

27

28

Mark Lowery

07/02

Terry Minter

07/16

Isaac Holland

07/05

John Flinn

07/18

Melea Allen

07/06

Ray Petty

07/19

Tiffany Breidenbach

07/06

Brian Wilson

07/19

Bill Patrick

07/06

Tom Williams

07/21

Deb Doll

07/07

Robert Lambert

07/23

Kristin Rodabaugh

07/08

Tom Jolliff

07/24

Lauren Hoffman

07/09

Michele Oates

07/24

Amy Johnson

07/09

Nancy Musselman

07/25

Brandon Oates

07/10

Calthy Kindle

07/26

Jenna Rodabaugh

07/12

Wesley Minter

07/27

Carlie Shepherd

07/12

Anthony Rhoades

07/27

John Albert

07/13

Calvin Rodabaugh

07/27

Bradley Comstock

07/14

Rayne Frater

07/28

Heather McBride

07/14

Mason Schott

07/31

Karen Bash

07/15

Robert Oates

07/15

William & Sharon Good

07/07

Tom & Janice Kuck

07/07

Kevin & Renee Ridgeway

07/11

Tom & Stephanie Jolliff

07/13

Rob & Traci Deckling

07/17

Jerry & Joyce Jolliff

07/17

Mark & Gail Hoffman

07/20

Walnut Grove UMC
13502 TR 80
Kenton, OH 43326

Phone: 419-675-1368
Fax: 419-675-1368
E-Mail:
walnutgrove68@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
Www.wgumc.com

HN Food Pantry
REMINDER.. Clients of the HN Food Pantry…
As of July 21st the pantry will be open from 9-10 am &
Every 3rd Saturday until further notice. Please put this
NEW TIME on your calendar. All volunteers are welcome!
Thank you for your cooperation
HN Food Pantry

