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    A prayer for new beginnings  

 

... this is a time to be born.  
So we turn to you, God of our life  
God of all our years,  
God of our beginning....  
We dare pray that you will do for us  
and among us and through us  
what is needful for our newness.  
Give us the power to be receptive,  
to take the newness you give ....  

 

 

 



Mandy Hasley  01/01 

Richard Pees  01/02 

Mary Carr  01/03 

Ethan Rall  01/03 

Darrel Reese  01/03 

Mason Stewart  01/03 

Rowan Frater  01/06 

Jerry Jolliff  01/06 

Wendy Morin  01/07 

Preston Grappy  01/09 

David Schutz  01/09 

Camron Deckling  01/10 

Alexis Garmon  01/10 

Kayleigh O’Connor 01/10 

Caiden Schutz  01/11 

Roberta Flinn  01/12 

Kim Scott  01/12 

Kaley Donnelly  01/13 

Maeby Alger  01/15 

Russell Senning  01/15 

Jackson Doll  01/16 

Jackie Garman  01/16 

Jeff Lenhart  01/17 

Barb Flowers  01/18 

Jo Anne Kritzler  01/18 

Jacob Cahill  01/20 

Eden Cronley  01/20 

Ken Fish   01/20 

Chelsea Hoelzle  01/20 

Collin Hoffman  01/20 

Mason Jolliff  01/20 

Paul Minter Jr  01/20 

Debra Good  01/21 

Robert Hull  01/21 

Larry & Michele Oates  01/02 

Tim & Cheryl Crowe  01/31 

 

Jill Appleton  01/22 

Storm Kindle  01/22 

Tim Garmon  01/23 

Addison Rodabaugh 01/24 

David Cooper  01/25 

Marleen Crowe  01/25 

Sherrie Breidenbach 01/27 

Chad Cook  01/29 

Brian King  01/29 

Kevin Senning  01/29 

Lisa Doll   01/30 
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    Sun     Mon      Tues       Wed        Thurs     Fri     Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 Coffee with 

the Pastor at 

3pm 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 Quilt Club 

Meets from 10-2 

18 19 

20 21 22 Trustee 

Meeting @ 

7pm 

HN Communi-

ty Dinner 5-7 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   



Hi Walnut Grove, 

-Sunday, January 6th is a WG UMC YF regular meeting from 5:00- 7:00 pm in the annex basement. 

 

-Saturday, January 19th from 12:00 pm-11:00 pm is an HCC event.  We are going to a laser tag place (there 
will be an online waiver that you must complete prior to) and then going to Winter Jam concert at Value 
City Arena (OSU Buckeyes gymnasium).  More on this will come later! 

YOUth MATTERs 

Sunday School  J.J.                

Beginning  Bal. 10/31/18        $ 2995.53   

 Receipts:                                        376.00  

   Total           3371.53 

 Expenses:  

  Gen. Fund         $   239.98  

  Right Now Lit.                            

 

Balance 11/31/18           $3131.55  

 Please save your new and used cards and calendars.  I use them to deco-

rate gift filled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child that sends boxes to 

remote areas in 135 countries. 

You can leave these in the Fellowship room next to the office. 

   Thank you,  

   Jan Kuck 



   Coffee with the Pastor 

               As many of you know, on February 23-26, the United Methodist Church will 
hold a special session of General Conference to address the issue of human sexuality.  
This issue has been at the forefront of debate in our church since 1972.  At this special 
session, the General Conference will examine 3 plans for our way forward together as 
a denomination.  Since we do not have a crystal ball that tells us the future, we do not 
know what will happen.  All we can do is wait and pray. 

     On Sunday, January 6, 2019, at 3:00pm, we will have a Coffee With the Pastor.  This will be an informal 
time where Pastor Doug will explain the three petitions that will be before the General Conference and 
share the possible implications each will have on the church will have on our church.  So I hope you will plan 
to attend this gathering on January 6. 

 

      Confirmation Class 

 

Many of us remember confirmation as that time when we met with the pastor 
and learned what our Christian faith is all about.   It was an important marker 
along our spiritual journeys.  At baptism, we receive the promise of God’s 
grace and are initiated into the new covenant in Jesus Christ and membership 
in the Church, Christ’s body in the world. For many, this happens when they 
are very young. 

     Confirmation is an opportunity to respond to the grace of God available to 
us, as acknowledged in baptism, and to promise to live as a person of faith. 
“What God offers us must be accepted in repentance and faith,” This Is Your 
Baptismal Liturgy states. “Confirmation and reaffirmation are our responses of commitment, 
profession of faith, and rededication.” 

     In February, Pastor Doug will offer a confirmation class for any young person in grades 6-
12.  If you have a son or daughter who wishes to be a part of this class, please email Pastor 
Doug at doug.flinn64@gmail.com, or call the church office.   

mailto:doug.flinn64@gmail.com


      Jr. Church 9 AM 

                There will not be any Jr. Church until Jan. 12th. 

             Pastor on Retreat 

Pastor Doug will be on Spiritual Renewal leave on January 14-19 at the Abbey of Gethsemani 
in Bardstown KY.  While Pastor Doug is gone, Jonathan Hanover and or David Roy will be on 
call for pastoral emergencies. 

           

                       Worship Service Videos Available 

 

 

 

Each week the 9:00am worship service is recorded and videoed for those who may not be 
able to attend, whether you are homebound or away on vacation.  If you would like a copy of 
the Sunday morning service, please call the church office, and we will get it to you as soon as 
we can.  Also, if you would like a copy of the service on a weekly basis, let us know, and we 
can arrange for the as well! 

               O God, you give the winter’s cold,  
               as well as summer’s joyous rays.  
               You warmly in your love enfold,  
               and keep us through life’s wintry days.  
 
              —Samuel Longfellow   



From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d 

Hospitality: Become more of a church that welcomes the visitor and invites them to be-
come a part of our church family.  It is so easy for us to be content with the people we 
worship with now…but may God make us a people who are radically hospitable to 
those who may be strangers. 

Workers & Leaders: The harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few (Matt 9:37-38), so 
I’m praying for God to raise up and bring to us people who can work in team, and lead 
teams, to do ministry and mission.  

 

This gives you insight into my heart, and the priorities I want to pursue. As a church we will 
have to step out of our comfort zones and maybe do things we normally wouldn’t do, and 
through the practices of relationship, healing, servant gifts and equipping, we will fulfill the 
great commission to make disciples of Jesus Christ.   You see, I want our community to know 
that Walnut Grove is NOT playing church! We’re NOT entertainment venue! Rather, we are a 
church that focuses on spiritual formation. We are following Jesus and making followers of 
him.  

                                                New Sermon Series 

 

Beginning January 6, Pastor Doug will be starting a New Sermons entitled, 9 Crucial Ques-
tion:  Lessons from the Life of Joseph.  By examining the life Joseph, second youngest and 
favorite son of Jacob, we will examine our own lives and how we can become more faithful 
in our lives with God.  I’m sure you will not want to miss a single sermon in this series! 

 

Jan.6: Do You Know Why You Were 

            Born? 

Jan. 13: Do you Know Who You Are? 

Jan. 20: Are You Willing to Wait for 

            God? 

Jan. 27: How Big Is Your God? 

Feb. 3:  Are You Willing to Face Your 

              Past? 

Feb 10:  Do You Want to Be Set 

               Free? 

Feb 17: Are You Satisfied With God? 

Feb 24:  How Will You Be 

               Remembered? 

March 3:  Can You Trust God With 

                   the Details? 

http://bib.ly/Mt9.37-38.NIV
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
     

Happy new-year to you! Welcome back from the festive 
season holidays! 

Lately, I’ve been reading through the psalms and seeking 
wisdom from the ancient writers.  In my readings, I came 
upon Psalm 37.  As I read and pondered these words, 
God laid upon my heart ways in which we can follow Je-
sus more closely.  By internalizing these things at the 
dawn of a new year, I believe God will lead us into this 
year with new hope.  So right now…before you read any 
further…take out your bibles and read Psalm 37:1-9 (I 
mean it – do it now!)   

 

Here’s what I noticed:  there are decisions we make be-
fore God, and with God’s help we will be able to live by 
them: “Don’t fret… Rather trust the Lord and do good… 
delight in him… commit your way to him… be still and 
wait on him… therefore do NOT fret or be anxious or an-
gry.” Why not enter 2019 like this?  

 

In praying Psalm 37 and praying for 2019, four clear 
“prayer-intentions” (desires and priorities) came to me, 
which I have laid before the Lord, and will continue to 
pray for as together we march into a new year: 

Discipleship: That ALL of us in Following Jesus will be-
come fully devoted disciples of Jesus, daily learning 
from him how to live our lives as he would if he 
were us. That kind of diligent daily discipleship 
builds the spiritual psycho-emotional muscle/
stamina that gives us the resilience and strength to 
not only survive, but to thrive with joy!  

Evangelism: I’m praying that, being true followers of 
Jesus, we will make followers of him from un-
churched non-religious people. One of our big 
weaknesses is evangelism. May we turn our church 
focus outwards to gossip the gospel and make dis-
ciples of Jesus! 


