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From the Pastor’s Desk 

         In my last sermon of 2017, I called upon the all of you to 
be focused on a year of prayer for our pastor, leaders, and 
church.  With that in mind, I wish encourage you to heed the 
words of Saint Paul:  …”pray without ceasing,  As we begin our 
journey of prayer together, I would like to share with you a pas-
sage from Timothy Keller’s book, Prayer: 

 

The seventeenth century theologian, John Owen, wrote a 
warning to popular and successful ministers:  “A minister 
may fill his pews, his communion rolls, the mouths of the 
public, but what the minister is on his knees in secret before 
God Almighty, that he is and no more. 

     To discover the real you, look at what you spend time 
thinking about when no one is looking, when nothing is 
forcing you to think about anything in particular.  At such 
moments, do your thoughts go toward god?  You may want 
to be seen as a humble, unassuming person, but do you take 
the initiative to confess your sins before God?  You wish to 
be perceived as a positive, cheerful person, but do you ha-
bitually thank God for everything you have and praise Him 
for who he is?  You speak a great deal about what a 
“blessing” your faith is and how you “just really love the 
Lord,” but is you are prayerless – is that really true?  If you 
aren’t joyful, humble and faithful in private before God, 
then what you want to appear to be on the outside won’t 
match what you truly are. 

     Just prior to giving his disciples the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus 
offered some preliminary ideas, including this one”  ““And 
whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, so that they may be seen by others... But whenever 
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret…”  The infallible test of your 
spiritual integrity, Jesus says, is your private prayer 
life.” (Timothy Keller, Prayer, 2014 

 

     Prayer is vital if we, as a church and as individuals, are to 
grow in spiritual power and strength.  Will you commit with me 
to pray daily for your families, your church and pastor, a whole 
community of people who do not know Christ, and for our 

world?   
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From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d 
 

       Our Deepest Condolences 

On Tuesday, January 16, 2018, Joe Hoey was tragically 

killed in an automobile accident.  Joe has been the 

WGUMC Custodian since December 1m 2017.  One was 

faithful in his duties as custodian, and was excited 

to have found a church he could call home.  Joe had 

been employed as a welder for Golden Giant Building 

Systems in Kenton and was a member and current custo-

dian for the Walnut Grove United Methodist Church. He enjoyed the out-

doors and loved to hunt. Joey was also an avid fan of the Pittsburgh 

Steelers. He is survived by his mother Dee (Rex) Coykendall of Mount 

Vernon, a sister, Jackie (Rick) Masters of Mount Gilead, a brother, James 

(Iva Morgan) Hoey of Mount Vernon, his birth daughter, Seanna (Brock 

Crouch) Wheeler of Mount Vernon, a niece, Shalissa Mike Brooks) Hunter of 

Centerburg, a nephew, Levi (Olivia Durbin) Myers of Cardington, life-long 

friend, Heather Carter of Kenton and other extended family.  

 

  District Leadership Training Day  

     Saturday, February 17, 2018  

Northwest Plains District Leadership Training Day will be held on Febru-

ary 17, 2018 at the Immanuel UMC in Elida. This will be an important me 

for clergy and lay persons to gather in one place for various relevant 

training opportunities that will bene t our churches and their minis-

tries. There is no charge for this training day.  

Training Day Schedule:  

8:30am - Gathering 

9:00 - Welcome and Keynote Presentation on “Leading Change” by Rev. Brad  

 

 

   New Custodian 

Members of the  Trustees and the SPRC met on Sunday, January 21, and 

hired Leah Martin to be the new custodian for WGUMC.  Leah has extensive 

experience in cleaning, and is a welcome addition to the staff of WGUMC.  

If you have any questions or concerns concerning the cleanliness of the 

church, please  contact pastor Doug or a member of the SPRC or Trustees. 
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Continued from Page 2 

Aycock, Director of New Church Development 10:00 - Break (refreshments 

provided) 

10:15 - Break-Out Sessions 

12:30pm- End  

Break out sessions and those leading include:  

  Door to Core led by Rev. Brad Aycock, West Ohio Conference Director of 

New Church Development  

 Pastor/Staff Parish Relations Committee’s Role and Healthy Boundaries in 

the Church led by Rev. Barry Burns, NWP District Superintendent  

 Stewardship 101: Growing Generous Givers led by Rev. George Cooper, West 

Ohio Conference Director of Council on Development  

 Congregational Care Ministry, led by Rev. Lynne Pease, Chaplain of Na-

tionwide Children's Hospital, Dayton  

 Heroin/Opiate Epidemic led by Rev. Melissa Steinecker, Pastor Kansas and 

Rising Sun United Methodist Churches  

Visit https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/

leadership-development-day-2018 for details and online registration.  

This information is for Lay Leadership. Plan now to take advantage of 

this “free of charge” valuable training opportunity!  

Lay Servant Training Events  

"Ministry by Strengths" led by Rev. Terry McHugh, will be ordered on Sat-

urday, February 3, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Otta-

wa. The FIRM deadline for registration is January 26, 2018. If we do not 

receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. at  

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry: Basic" led by Rev. Vernagaye Sul-

livan, will be ordered on Friday, March 2, 6- 9pm, continuing on Satur-

day, March 3, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, 

Ohio. The FIRM deadline for registration is February 23, 2018. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held.  

“Heritage” led by Rev. Brian Arnold, will be ordered Saturday, March 3, 

8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM dead-

line for registration is February 23, 2018. If we do not receive 10 reg-

istrations, the class will not be held..  

“Accountable Discipleship” led by Rev. Barry Burns, will be ordered on 

Saturday, March 3, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Otta-

wa.   The FIRM deadline for registration is February 23, 2018. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held.  
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YOUth MATTERs  

Hello Walnut Grove, 

We would first like to thank everyone who donated for the Rock-A-Thon and 

bought popcorn for our fundraiser.  The popcorn will be delivered the 

weekend before or the week of Valentine's Day.  We have some fun events 

coming up in the months of February and March. 

Sunday, February 4th @ Youth Room Super Bowl Party from 6:00 pm-??? High 

School please bring a Hot Dish, Junior High please bring a cold dish or 

dessert. 

Friday, February 9th @ Youth Room *Shirley’s Popcorn Fundraiser Pick-up @ 

4:30 pm. Youth are responsible to deliver popcorn by Valentine’s Day the 

14th.* 

Sunday, February 18th @ Mad River Mountain Tubing at Mad River Mountain.  

ANYONE can come to this event. We want parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, 

friends, etc.!  The larger the group the larger the discount.  There will 

be a $10 fee for anyone not in the youth group.  The youth group will be 

free.  We will leave the church at 4:45 pm.  Our tubing time will be 

roughly 6-9 pm and we will be home around 10:00 pm. 

Sunday, March 4th @ Youth Room Regular YF Meeting.  Junior High 5:00-

6:30, High School from 6:00-7:30 If you have any questions on these 

events please give us a call. Nathan (567-674-2306) Dylan (567-674-5571). 

 

      

     New Ministry 

  

   I am excited to share with the congregation of the 

WGUMC a new cooperative ministry with Kenton First, Epworth and 

Dunkirk Grace UMCs.  Our four church are coming together to do 

some youth ministries together.  The goal is to reach more your 

for Jesus Christ, and to grow God's kingdom through connecting 

youth to a church and discipline them as followers of Jesus.  

Superintendent Burns is currently looking for a person to fill 

this roll.  This person will wear many hats.  In addition to 

monthly / bi-monthly gatherings of youth, this person will also 

serve as the preacher / pastor at Dunkirk Grace UMC.  Please be 

in constant prayer about this new venture as we seek to reach 
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Dear Friends at Walnut Grove, 

 Thank you so much for your wonderful gift to Love Inc.  Requests for assistance are on-

going.  Last month we had requests from 22 families who have never requested help before!  

 Help takes many forms– from assisting with rent or utilities to providing state ID’s for 

someone to get a job, or maybe a gas card to get a new job.  Thank you for helping us help 

our neighbors. 

Blessings to all! 

Sue Alger 

Director 

   

             Got Yarn! 

 

Do you crochet or knit?  We have a plastic tub full of yarn in the church 

office.  If you would care to have it just see Mary Lou Lotz. 

                                               Jr Church 9 AM 

 

 

First of February and what do we need to be thinking about? Palm Sunday 

of course. 

Soon the kids will be preparing to share with the congregation the arri-

val of Christ. Some of the kids have been asked it they would like to 

share their musical talents. I hope they will agree to do so. They each 

have so much to contribute. Also right now we are hearing stories from 

the Old Testament such as Elijah, Daniel and his 3 buddies, Queen Esther 

to name what we have heard so far. Looking forward to longer, warmer and 

brighter days.  
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The Apostle’s Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. 
the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. 
the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

      the holy catholic church,       
      the communion of saints,       
              the forgiveness of sins,       
      the resurrection of the body,      
              and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Sunday School  J.J.                

Beginning  Bal. 12/1/17        $3736.30 

              

     Receipts:         $313.00 

Total          $4049.30   

    Expenses: None 

Bal. 12/31/17         $4049.30   

      GENERAL FUND   Charity Holland 

Beginning Balance  Dec. 2017       $12,605.95 

   Deposits                +$22,024.70 

                    $34,630.65 

   Checks paid out            -  $12,097.70 

 

Ending Balance                  $  22,532.95 

Building Fund- $4,185.32 

Memorial Fund- $4,836.96 

 

 

Funeral Dinners  

 

Walnut Grove tries to accommodate its member fami-

lies with a dinner after the service. It takes 

sometimes a few and other times a lot of dishes to serve them. 

It you would care to donate, please let Sharon, Bonnie or Nan-

cy know. A pie, few cookies, or salad, always hits the spot. 

If you are called, thank you in advance. We try to get several 

people involved--just not all at once.     

Youth Fellowship Treasurer Gail Rodabaugh 

No activity in January. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 Memorial 

service for 

Betty Arn at 

11 am with 

luncheon 

following 

3 

4 Hospitality Sunday. 

Communion offered at both 

services 

YF Super Bowl Party 6pm 

5 6 Bible 

Study 

7pm 

7 8 9 YF pick 

up Popcorn 

orders @ 

4:30 in 

Youth Rm 

10 

11 12 Trustee 

Meeting at 

7 pm 

13 Bible 

Study 

7pm 

14  Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 Base-

ment in 

use all 

day & 

night 

16 17 HN Food Pan-

try from 9:00-

10:30 

18 YF @ Mad River 

Mountain. Every-

one are invited. 

(including adults) 

Leave church at 

4:45 

19 

President’s 

Day 

20 Bible 

Study 

7pm 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 HN 

Communi-

ty Dinner 

in Dunkirk 

from 5-

7pm 

Bible 

Study 7pm 

28    

February 2018 
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Carolyn Logan  02/01 

Sue Alger  02/03 

Carson Bash  02/04 

Michael Hamlin  02/06 

Weston Sheldon  02/07 

Lyla Gammon  02/08 

Elisha Lowery  02/08 

Ruth Cook  02/09 

Lauren Lenhart  02/09 

Janel Elwood  02/10 

Rob Myers  02/10 

Marilyn Stager  02/12 

Paula Garmon  02/13 

Lucas Schroeder  02/13 

Tanya Potter  02/14 

Drew Snow  02/14 

David McKinley  02/15 

 

 

    

Ron & Linda Smith  02/02 

Carl & Nancy Musselman  02/05 

Brian & Allison Holcomb  02/10 

David & Jerelyn McKinley  02/11 

P.J. & Amanda Noascono  02/12 

Chris & Gail Rodabaugh  02/16 

Bill & Mary Lou Patrick  02/28 

Joe Cook  02/16 

Cynthia Wykes  02/16 

Linda Smith  02/17 

Tammy Suber  02/17 

Garrett Wykes  02/18 

Brett Johnson  02/20 

Hayden Bradley  02/21 

Dan Bash  02/22 

Jeff Holland  02/22 

Rick Jones  02/22 

Bev Selover  02/22 

Bob Kritzler  02/23 

Amanda Noascono 02/24 

Cheryl Reese  02/26 

Kathy Schroeder  02/26 

Ivan Rodabaugh  02/27 

Sara Stewart  02/28 

  Snack Idea 
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Walnut Grove UMC 

13502 TR 80 

Kenton, OH 43326 

 

Phone: 419-675-1368 

Fax: 419-675-1368 

E-Mail: secretary@wgumc.com 

US Postage Paid 

Permit #357 

Kenton, OH 

Non-Profit Org. 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.wgumc.com 

HN Food Pantry 

For the month of January we served 25 families. 

There were about 3-4 new families that came this 

time along with a few that hadn't been there for 

awhile. They received a generous amount of food 

and many were thankful. Thank you for your con-

tinued support of the pantry. It takes quite a 

lot each month to be able to send this folks out 

with a few meals. Also thank you to those who 

pray for the pantry and help to serve there. It 

only takes a short while on Saturday morning to 

see the people of Christ. Thank you 


