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From The Pastor's Desk
I was once asked me why I had chosen to be a pastor. I responded saying that I didn’t choose to
be a pastor; God called me to be a follower of Jesus Christ, and my vocation as pastor was just
one of the ways that calling is being fulfilled.

Later I realized the deeper truth that this isn’t just about me – it's true for the whole church. The
Church is literally a fellowship of people who have been called by God. The Greek term translated
‘church’ in our English Bibles as ‘ekklesia’. The prefix of this term ‘ek’ means ‘out of’. And the root
of the verb is ‘kaleo’ meaning ‘to call’. So, the church means those persons called out by God for
the purpose of teaching, fellowship and discipleship. 

It may be that few persons who attend church are aware of this significance. But it is an
awareness we need to lift again and again. Church is not a social institution. It is a training center
where Christians learn to live in relationship with one another and with God. But is should also
be a transformation center where Christians can experience the life-transforming power of God’s
Word and the Holy Spirit. 

The first time ‘ekklesia’ occurs in the New Testament is in Matthew 16:18: “I tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” The
clear inference is that the church is God’s house on earth. Peter gives us this understanding
when he wrote: “...you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” Peter saw the
church as a ‘spiritual house’ where a holy priesthood was being formed. The idea is that the
people are this priesthood, not the pastor. It has always been God’s intention that the best
witness are the laypersons who have experienced a transformation of their lives through their
faith in Jesus Christ and their study of God’s word. 

Why is the church so important? John Wesley understood that spiritual growth takes place best in
the context of relationship with other Christians where love and accountability function together.
Individuals find it hard to detect their own faults that others can see clearly. Wesley saw his
societies as the tool where acceptance and accountability could best take place. These societies
were the building blocks of the churches that sprang up all over England. 

That is why corporate worship and Bible study groups are so important in the life of the church. 
 How can we better fulfill our task in offering opportunities for spiritual growth?  As your pastor, I
am praying and seeking God’s direction to offer new ways we can connect with one another and
with God.  Will you join me in praying for ways of spiritual growth?



Hi all!  We hope that you are doing well
and enjoying life in these strange times. 
We do not have much to bring light to this
month.  On Saturday, July 25th the Hardin
County Collective Youth group had over
30 youth attend a summer swim party at
the Kenton pool. We enjoyed swimming
and pizza!  Thanks to the "anonymous"
donor who made this all happen.  Coming
up on August 30th the HCC will meet
again, this time the place is yet to be
determined. We will be having a "watch
party" of the B-List boys concert called
"Urge".  On a typical year we would go to
the concert outside of Bluffton, but with
social distancing protocols in place it
would not be possible.  So we will be
watching the live stream.

Youth Fellowship News
Date
6/22/2020
7/24/2020

Action
Beginning Balance
Ending Balance

Deposits Expenses Balance
$3048.64
$3048.64

Check #

Youth Group News

General Fund News
Beginning Balance - $17,019.90
Deposits -              + $11,861.52               
                                       
                                   $28,881.42
Checks paid out      -$11,508.00               
             
Ending Balance -      $17,373.42

Memorial fund - $ 6,623.68

Remember that if you have a relative or anyone you know who may be interested in a youth group to send
them our way and we can give them information on who we are and when we meet.  We wish you a happy
and healthy year ahead!  God Bless,Dylan (567-674-5571) and Nathan (567-674-2306)



Beginning August 16, Pastor Doug will begin a new sermons series entitled, American Idols. In this series, we
are going to go to the Book of Proverbs to try to address American cultural issues. Proverbs is where God's
wisdom is housed. We're going to start Paul’s experience in Athens in Acts 17, and then turn to Proverbs
and return repeatedly, Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding, in all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will set you on straight paths (3:5-6). I know you will want to join us as we
look more deeply into the culture in which we live.

August 16 At Ease in Athens
August 23 Relativism
August 30: Consumerism
September 6: Affluenza
September 13: Pragmatism

This past year the trustees have been working
diligently to keep up with church repairs and
improvement. This year the trustees have had 2
work days to clean and spruce up the outside of
the church, and they came together to
thoroughly clean the church when we came back
to worship in May. Next month, major repairs will
be done on the parking, as we are taking
proactive steps so that the whole thing will not
have to be replaced. The have also done a lot
work at the parsonage – plumbing work and a
new front porch. So when you see a trustee,
thank them for the hard work they have done.

Megan Hanover is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, graduating from
Finneytown High School in 2000.  She received her B.A. from
Wright State University in Psychology and Rehabilitation Services in
2004 and worked as a case manager for individuals with
developmental disabilities in Montgomery, Clermont, Allen, and
Williams counties prior to moving to Kenton in 2015.  Since moving
to Kenton, Megan has been a stay at home mom to Joanna (now 8)
and Wesley (now 5).  She and her husband, Jonathan, have been
married for almost 14 years, and he is currently serving as senior
pastor at Kenton First UMC.  She is very excited to be serving as
secretary for the Walnut Grove congregation.

Meet Your New Secretary
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Amber Thomas
Gloria Oates
Aaron Fritz
Darius Isenbarger
Sarah Purdy
Addison Bame
Andrew Flinn
Taylor Ludwig
Parker Waller
Robert Gayheart
Dave Lotz
Peyton Shepherd
Erica Valentine
Bob Bame
Carlton Musselman
Jim Steele
Tyler Flinn
Cash Alger
Betty Ault
Linda Zelms
Zachary Breidenbach
Brent Good
Emma Smizer
Georgia Weatherhead
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Cameron Potter
Brody Halsey
Robert Bash
Justin Beale
Sharon Good
Mark Hoffman
Christopher Bash
Jason Thiel
Jennifer Neal
Aaliyah Comstock
Kelsey Garmon
Alexandria McBride
Easton Curlis
Cory Ludwig
Dale Oates
Heather Wedertz
Gregory Adams
Parker McBride
Wyatt Leeth
Andrew Stump
Bo Bame
Madelyn McBride
Travis Oates
Brad Richards

Vada Kindell
Morgan Wykes
Ron Smith
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Darren & Tamikka Reese
Chase & Courtney Doll
Vernon & Pam Wells
John & Amy Cahill
Nathan & Shelby Ruhlen
Levi & Bethany Schutz
Eugene & Betty Oates
Richard & Barb Baum
Ken & Deb Doll
Jeff & Deb Oestreich
Very & Joan Woodruff
Brett & Amy Johnson
Jim & Jean Heilman

Our deepest sympathies
to the family of Mary Carr,
who passsed away on July
8, 2020.


