
 W
al

n
u

t 
G

ro
ve

 U
M

C
 

  T
he

 N
ug

ge
ts

 

August 2019 

Pastor Doug Flinn (567) 674-6046 Cell 

Secretary, Mary Lou Lotz 419-674-

8195 Cell 

Church Office 419-675-1368 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

From the Pastor’s Desk……….…………….………...1 

Generous Living, Hospitality…..………...….……..2 

BBQ News, Thank You, Jr Church..….…...…......3 

YF News, VBS.……………………………….……..……...4 

Pictures of VBS..……………...…......…………..........5 

August Volunteer Calendar.………...…..…....…..6 

Gen Fund Stmnts……………….………….………...….7 

Calendar …………………………….……………………….8 

Birthdays & Anniversaries……….……………...…..9 

Food Pantry News………….…….…………………….10 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
     

  

God does not change—man does. Not only is change a part of eve-
ryone’s life, it is a necessary part. God never allowed any believer 
in the Bible to remain in one place for long. He kept each one mov-
ing for a great spiritual reason. After Elijah declared there would 
be no rain, God told him to move from the presence of King Ahab 
to the brook Cherith where he would be fed by ravens. When the 
brook dried up, he was told by God to go to Zerephath to be fed by 
a widow. When Elijah wanted to camp at the cave at Horeb, God 
asked twice "what are you doing here?" Each place was to be a 
temporary stop on the way to Gods fulfillment for Elijah’s life and 
ministry: Change, change, change. Israel followed the cloud of God 
during the day and remained under the fire each night. The nation 
was told quite often to change direction because they had camped 
in one place too long (see Deuteronomy 1:6, 2:2). If we try to 
settle in one place in our Christian walk, we become stagnant. 
Change is an important and necessary part of our life. We are sur-
rounded by ever increasing changes in technology, music and edu-
cation. Yet, in the Christian life, and in the church, we fight change. 
God’s plan not only includes change, it is change. But we all, with 
open face looking as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18). Just as we are to change and ad-
vance in our heart, we are to also accept natural changes in our 
life, at church and with our relationship with other Christians. Solo-
mon told us in Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 about the shortness of seasons 
in our natural and spiritual life. Just as spring leads to summer and 
summer into fall and winter, so are the seasons of life. Even time is 
divided into decades, years, months, days, hours, minutes and se-
conds. Some changes come over a long period of time and others 
seem to change by the minute. Nothing remains the same forever, 
except God. So, make up your mind now, change is inevitable. As 
Johnny Rivers sang, "the only thing that’s permanent is change." 
Here at The Plains Church, we are in a season of change. I am mov-
ing and Pastor Dan is coming. Like me, he has been called and 
equipped to the vocation of pastor. Will he be like me? No – he 
will have different ideas, different personality and a different style 
of preaching. But we must trust that God has called Dan to The 
plains, and me to Walnut Grove for a season and time such as this. 
God has great things in store for all of us – let us trust Him and 
work with Him to bring about His kingdom goals.  

 



   Generous Living 

 

Generous Living Generosity is a matter of action, intentions, and heart. One way to de-
scribe it is the grateful outpouring of gifts to others, out of our love for God. Outpouring 
is a terrific description, since the priceless treasure of the gospel (and all the gifts of cov-
enant, relationship, and life that go with it) comes from God and is meant to be poured 

out, through our living, upon others. Paul states this directly in 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, when he says, "We have 
this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and 
does not come from us." Whether for fancy purposes or everyday usage, the "unadorned pots of our daily 
lives" (as The Message puts it) highlight the fact that all of who we are and what we have comes from God 
and is to be used for God's purposes. God can use our uniqueness, even our limitations, weaknesses and 
eccentricities, to communicate God's powerful presence and love. Generous living is not just about giving 
money, or even just about giving. It has to do with the whole of who we are and how we care for our neigh-
bors (see Mark 12:28-31). Each of us brings our heart, mind, soul, and strength. The Old Testament word 
for "heart" is literally the leaning or thrust of our lives. We might call it our lifestyle or nonverbal witness. In 
other words, it is how we steward 100 percent of our lives, not just the "religious" sector or the percentage 
we give away.  

Hospitality 

Hospitality Several weeks age, we had guests. Not just an ordinary guest, but a mystery wor-
shipper. When a colleague called and mentioned she and her husband were going to visit, I 
asked her to make some observations about our church, worship and hospitality. While I be-
lieve we are a very friendly and welcoming church, we can do better. So what can we do to be 
a warmer and more welcoming church? 1. Make an intentional effort to introduce yourself to 
every visitor that comes through our door. Whenever you see someone you don’t recognize, 
greet them and welcome then to our church. Don’t wait until the “meet and greet” time to 
simply say hello. Before and after the service, make an intentional effort to introduce yourself 
and ask their names. This makes a visitor feel more at ease 2. Invite the visitors to sit with 
you or offer to sit with them. It is very intimidating to walk into a strange place where you 
know no one only to sit by yourself. For people who may be unfamiliar with our service, it 
may be a great comfort to have a friendly face sitting next to them. 3. When others sit around 
you and the guest, introduce them to those sitting nearby. 4. Invite them back. Express your 
gratitude that they chose Walnut Grove out of all the other churches in the Dunkirk – Kenton 
area to worship, and ask them to join us again next week 5. Encourage them to fill out a con-
tact card at the welcome center. This way Pastor Doug or others may follow up later in the 
week with a card or phone call, or even a plate of cookies. In these ways, we can make a 
guest’s visit at Walnut Grove a little intimidating and a little more like a place they want to 
come back to.  



The family of Mildred Wilson thank her church family and friends for the cards, 
visitations, and other expressions of love.  We truly miss her, but she is where she 
wanted to be--in His Father's house with the family of God.    Truly loved and 
missed by Nancy, Bev, and Jeff and families.  

 

Don’t forget – our annual BBQ Fundraiser will take place on Thursday, August 15, 4:30-6:30. 
Once again, Special Occasions Catering of Upper Sandusky will be providing the meal. We 
need each member to sell as many tickets as possible. The funds we raise will be used by our 
trustees for current projects at the church and parsonage. All tickets and money must be 
turned in on Sunday, August 4, as our order must be placed by August 5. Also, If you are able 
to help with set up, serving and tear down, you can sign up with Linda Garmon or call the 
church office. We will need all the help we can get. We will also need volunteers to bake 
cookies, as well as a few pies for those who choose to eat inside.  

THANKS  to the Trustees and others that  chipped in to help tidy up around the 

church, parsonage, and annex.  Your faithfulness is greatly appreciated.  

9 AM Jr. church resumes the Sunday after the fair.  We will 



 

 

 

Our next youth event is an HCC event. We will be bussing over youth to "Urge", an 
annual Christian concert at Bethel Church of Christ, East of Bluffton.  This is on Au-
gust 25th from 6-8:30pm. The B-List Boys are playing, as well as some other great 
Christian bands.  If you or someone you know is interested please let Dylan or Na-
than know! 

Hi Everyone! 

Where has the summer gone?  I can't believe that school is just around the cor-
ner!  We have had a slow July but things will be picking back up once school is in 
session. 

There were 5-8 youth who helped each night at VBS this year.  What a great time it 
was! We also had three young men attend a Chrysalis Flight in Findlay.  A Chrysalis 
flight is the youth equivalent of the Walk to Emmaus.  Jacob Diller, Jonah Diller, and 
Aidan Gatchell all went on this boys flight.  Please be in prayer for them as they 
begin their next steps with Christ.   

YOUth MATTERs 

Another successful week of Vacation Bible School has come and gone. We would 
like to thank all our volunteers and kitchen help for everything you do. We could 
not do it without you. Our week of “Roar” took the children on an exciting jour-
ney, learning that “when life is wild, God is good.” The children got to sing with 
Kathy, play games with Nathan, and do crafts with Cheryl, and when prompted 
what their favorite activity was, games took the lead. We truly had a blast this 
year and can not wait to start planning our next event which will be another Fam-
ily Night on October 13th, more details to come.  

Your Children’s Directors,  

Shelby Ruhlen and Katie Vanderpool  





 

 

August 
MONTHLY      

9:00 Liturgist-  Nancy Musselman   August 18      

9:00 Head Usher- Bob Kritzler                        9 :00 AM Greeters–   Bill & Sharon Good 

                

August 4          

9:00 Greeters–  Karen Bash Family             August 25 

Communion                 9:00 AM Greeters–  Kevin & Renee Ridgeway 

1 Ron & Linda Smith 

2 Bob & Jack McBride         

3 Pastor Doug           

2nd Service-  Kathy S & Dick Z          

 

August 11 

9:00 Greeters–  Todd Oates                         



Sunday School  J.J.                

Beginning  Bal. 6/1/19      $ 3097.45   

                         Receipts:                                    184.00     

Total             $3281.45  

 

                                     Expenses: General Fund           239.98 

     SS (Shelby)              8.76 

Total              $248.74 

 

Balance 6/30/19          $3032.71     

   General Fund  Charity Holland 

Beg. Balance  June 2019              $11,953.32 

Deposits    +13,791.00 

     $25,744.32 

Checks paid out   -15,992.89 

 -Ending Balance    $  9,751.43 

Building Fund-$4,310.32 

Memorial Fund- $9,567.68 

     Youth Fellowship 2019  

June 25-July 19,2019     

Date   Action   Deposits              Expenses                  Balance 

6/24/19   beginning balance                                               $ 4,255.03  

  

7/1/19   Offering Deposit    $75.00  

 

7/19/19  WG June & July cc reim.   $537.13 

 

7/19/19  Ending Balance                                                $3,792.90   



            August 2019 
    Sun     Mon      Tues       Wed        Thurs     Fri     Sat 

     1 2 3 

4 Communion 

served. 

 

5 6   Mission 

Society meets 

at Mr. 

Cheesy’s @ 

11am 

 

7 8 9 10  

11  12 Ad Council 

Meeting at 

7pm 

13 Trustee 

Meeting at 

6pm 

14 15 Quilt Club 

meets from 10-2 

16 17 Dunkirk 

Food Pantry 

9-10. Volun-

teers are 

welcome! 

18 19 20  21 22 23 

 

24 

 

25 Basement 

in use. 2-5 

 

 

 

 

26 27 HN Com-

munity Din-

ner in Dunkirk 

from 5-7 

28 Basement 

in use. 12pm 

29 30 31 



Amber Kindle  8/01 

Joseph Deardorff  8/02 

Gloria Oates  8/04 

Darius Isenbarger  8/05 

Sarah Purdy  8/05 

Addison Bame  8/06 

Andrew Flinn  8/06 

Taylor Ludwig  8/07 

Parker Waller  8/08 

Robert Gayheart  8/09 

Dave Lotz  8/09 

Peyton Bame  8/10 

Erica Jones  8/10 

Bob Bame  8/11 

Carl Musselman  8/11 

Tyler Flinn  8/13 

Cash Alger  8/14 

Betty Ault  8/14 

Linda Zelms  8/14 

Zachary Breidenbach 8/16 

Brent Good  8/16 

Emma Smizer  8/16 

Georgia Weatherhead 8/16 

Cameron Potter  8/18 

Brody Halsey  8/19 

Robert Bash  8/20 

Sharon Good  8/21 

Mark Hoffman  8/21 

Christopher Bash  8/22 

Jason Thiel  8/22 

Jennifer Neal  8/23 

Aaliyah Comstock  8/24 

Kelsey Garmon  8/24 

Alexandria McBride 8/24 

Chris & Brittany Bash  8/02   Richard & Barb Baum  8/15 

Darren & Tamikka Reese  8/04   Ken & Deb Doll   8/15 

Chase & Courtney Doll  8/05   Jeff & Deb Oestreich  8/18 

Vernon & Pam Wells  8/06   Vern & Joan Woodruff  8/21 

John & Amy Cahill  8/07   Brett & Amy Johnson  8/27 

Nathan & Shelby Ruhlen  8/08   Jim & Jean Heilman  8/31 

Levi & Bethany Schutz  8/13 

Eugene & Betty Oates  8/14 

Easton Curlis  8/25 

Cory Ludwig  8/25 

Dale Oates  8/25 

Gregory Adams  8/26 

Parker McBride  8/26 

Dwayne Gault  8/26 

Wyatt Leeth  8/27 

Andrew Stump  8/28 

Bo Bame  8/29 

Madelyn McBride 8/29 

Travis Oates  8/29 

Brad Richards  8/29 

Vada Kindell  8/30 

Morgan Wykes  8/30 

Ron Smith  8/31 



We’re on the Web! 

Www.wgumc.com 

Walnut Grove UMC 

13502 TR 80 

Kenton, OH 43326 

 

Phone: 419-675-1368 

Fax: 419-675-1368 

E-Mail:  

walnutgrove68@gmail.com 

  

   

 

HN Food Pantry opened July 20th with 21 families being 
served.  Our food source was pretty well depleted.  But thanks 
to God's faithful people, we are keeping ahead.  If you would 
care to help out a Saturday, just let Renee or me know or just 
show up.  We have easy directions to follow to fill box-
es!!!  Thanks for all your support.   

    

 

 

 

 


