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Do you remember the vows you made to God
and the church when you became a member of the
church? Do you remember standing before God
and the church making promises to love God, serve
Christ and to be faithful to the church? However, a
greater and more important question to ask ourselves is, “Am I keeping the vows I made when I became a member?”
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Our membership vows are important because
they are rooted in our baptism. In our baptisms, we
are reminded that God first loved us and offered his
grace to us, even when are still infants. In taking our
membership vows, we recall and reaffirm the grace
of God in our lives which we first received in our
baptism.
In taking our vows, we commit ourselves… “to be
loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church
and do all in their power to strengthen its ministries...” through our prayers, presence, gifts, service
and witness. So starting this month, I want us to
look at these 5 ways we can strengthen the ministries of the church.
So first, we are going to look at prayers. Since
our earliest memories of Sunday school, we were
taught the importance and necessity of prayer. The
first prayer I learned was the Lord’s Prayer. The
Lord’s Prayer became the model of my prayers as
an early follower of Jesus Christ.
But why is prayer so important for the mission
and the ministry of the church? First, it takes the focus off ourselves and places the emphasis on our
desire to God’s will. Let’s face it – the human instinct is to desire things to go my way, and if it
doesn’t go my way I’m not happy. Prayer focuses
our thoughts on seeking first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness. Therefore, it creates unity
with the body of Christ.
Secondly, it gives us power. When we seek to do
the will of the Father, God will give his Spirit to supply the power we need to accomplish it. Remember
in Acts chapter 2? The disciples were huddled together in prayer, seeking God’s direction, when the

From the Pastor’s Desk cont’d
Holy Spirit filled the room and everyone in it. As a result, they were able to speak
boldly the truth of God. And do you remember what happened? People’s lives were
transformed, and 5000 people were saved.
Next, prayer produces passion in us. As we pray and seek God’s direction, He
makes his way clear and we are given passion and energy to fulfill His will. So, our
work is no longer seen as just another item to be crossed off our to-do list or an event
to trudge through. Our work becomes the source of our joy, know that what we are
doing is advancing Kingdom goals.
And finally, prayer spurs us on to purity. I want you to know that I appreciate and
covet your prayer for myself and the church. Pastors constantly face temptations. It
is only through the consistent prayers of God’s people that I can avoid the pitfalls and
remain pure. This is true, not only for me, but also for our spouses, children, family
and friends. As we prayer for one another, we can remain pure, making us effective
witnesses in the world for Christ.
Stewardship Corner
Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we
give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten, and more by what we
give away.
Jesus’ life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He taught the
truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. And so, it is that by giving completely of Himself, He got for Himself us, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. For giving softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which the worries of this world and making a living has on us.
For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get. That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives—our relationships with friends and family, with neighbors and
coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking the question—How can I be a friend, family
member, neighbor, and servant to others—to asking the question—what have they done for me lately. We become more selfish instead of selfless.
But when we give, we do not have less, we have more because when we give we join in the bond of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment of the
Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus we are reflecting the divine nature. As Jesus said
“It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

The family of Ted Wilson are so appreciative of the cards, food, visitation, and prayers during his
loss. Also thank you for the luncheon afterwards. Once again thank you and we praise our Lord for
His strength and comfort during this time and for the time to come.

So
pr
on

WGUMC Chicken and Pork Chop BBQ
On August 16, the church will sponsor the Chicken / Pork Chop BBQ. Special Occasions Catering in Upper Sandusky will be supplying the all the food for our dinner. Please remember to sell your tickets! Each ticket is $10, and the proceeds
will support Love INC and the WGUMC parking lot fund. All tickets and money
must be turned into the office by August 5 – and please note…THIS IS A HARD
DEADLINE. We must have our numbers to the caterer no later that than August
6. We will be contacting people of the church to make desserts and to help with set
up, serving and clean up. Please be generous with your time and help make this
event a success!

We are happy to announce that the Youth at Walnut Grove are embarking on a new style of
ministry. We will be meeting jointly with youth of Kenton First UMC, Epworth UMC, and
Grace UMC of Dunkirk about once a month starting in August. Pastor David Roy of Grace
UMC will be the leader of these joint meetings, but Dylan and Nathan along with other area
youth ministers will be helping to lead. Our large group will be called “Hardin County Collective”. The location of these meetings could be anywhere in Hardin County- we will move
locations throughout the year. The youth at Walnut Grove will still meet once a month here in
our usual way, more than likely on the third Sunday of every month. We are excited to broaden our ministries and open up doors to area churches and their youth ministries, as we believe
it could be a turning point to get more area youth involved in youth groups to hear the gospel.
Our first joint meeting as “Hardin County Collective” will be on Sunday, August 19 th at Camp
Common Grounds in Dunkirk.
Thank you,

What spills out?

Rev. Henry Wingblade once compared the Christian personality to the unseen soup in a bowl carried high over a
waiter’s head. No one knows what's inside — unless the waiter is bumped or trips. If Jesus is truly living inside
us, Wingblade said, what spills out should be the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
When you falter, what do people see? How can your “spillage” better reflect the Holy Spirit, who lives in you?

Jr Church 9 AM.
Sorry to remind the kids, but summer is about over and the fair is
fast approaching. Then we begin our year, enjoy the rest of the
summer everyone.

YOUth MATTERs
Upcoming Events:
Sunday, August 5th we are going to Skyzone Trampoline Park in Columbus. We will be leaving
the church at 12:45 pm. Please eat lunch before you arrive at the church. We will go out to
eat after we are done, and we should return by no later than 5:00 pm. This event is FREE to
all youth (youth must be entering in 6-12th grades this upcoming school year).
Sunday, August 19th will be our first joint meeting as “Hardin County Collective” will be a
kick-off party on Sunday, August 19th at Camp Common Grounds in Dunkirk from 3:00 pm7:30 pm. All you need to bring is yourself!!! Games, Food, and entertainment will be provided!
Sunday, September 16th will be our second meeting as “Hardin County Collective”. We will
be at Kenton 1st United Methodist Church for a Video Scavenger hunt! More will come out on
this later!

Sunday School

J.J.

Beginning Bal. 6/1/17

$ 3649.07

Receipts:

$ 310.00
$3959.07

Total

Expenses:

Kitchen supplies

$ 75.23

Mother’s Day Flowers

72.00

Check Order

43.85
$ 194.41

Balance 6/30/18

$3764.66
Youth Fellowship

Treasurer

Deposits
Beginning Balance

6/23/2018

$2,021.52

General Fund

Charity Holland

Beg. Balance 6-1-18

$9360.44

Deposits

12,217.20
$21,577.64

Checks Paid Out

- 13,361.77

Ending Balance 6-30-18

$ 8,215.87

Thanks

Balance

+ $45.00

Ending Balance 7/23/18

Memorial Fund- $9,486.96

Expenses

$1,976.52

Offering Deposit

Building Fund-$4,310.32

Gail Rodabaugh
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noon
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2
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4

8

9

10

11

15

16 Quilt Club

17

18 Dunkirk

Meeting at
7pm

meets from 102pm

Food Pantry
9-10 Volunteers are
welcome

BBQ Social 4-7
21

Sat

19
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22

23

24

26

27 Basement 28 HN
29 Basement 30
in use
Community in use.
Dinner 5-7

31

25

Amber Kindle

08/01

Zachary Breidenbach

08/16

Dale Oates

08/25

Joseph Deardorff

08/02

Brent Good

08/16

Heather Wedertz

08/25

Gloria Oates

08/04

Emma Smizer

08/16

Gregory Adams

08/26

Darius Isenbarger

08/05

Georgia Weatherhead

08/16

Dwayne Gault

08/26

Sarah Purdy

08/05

Cameron Potter

08/18

Parker McBride

08/26

Addison Bame

08/06

Brody Halsey

08/19

Wyatt Leeth

08/27

Andrew Flinn

08/06

Robert Bash

08/20

Andrew Stump

08/28

Taylor Ludwig

08/07

Sharon Good

08/21

Bo Bame

08/29

Robert Gayheart

08/09

Mark Hoffman

08/21

Madelyn McBride

08/29

Dave Lotz

08/09

Christopher Bash

08/22

Travis Oates

08/29

Peyton Bame

08/10

Jason Thiel

08/22

Brad Richards

08/29

Erica Jones

08/10

Jennifer Neal

08/23

Vada Kindell

08/30

Bob Bame

08/11

Aaliyah Comstock

08/24

Morgan Wykes

08/30

Carlton Musselman

08/11

Kelsey Garmon

08/24

Ron Smith

08/31

Cash Alger

08/14

Alexandria McBride

08/24

Betty Ault

08/14

Easton Curlis

08/25

Linda Zelms

08/14

Cory Ludwig

08/25

Chris & Brittany Bash

08/03

Eugene & Betty Oates

08/14

Darren & Tamikka Reese

08/05

Richard & Barb Baum

08/15

Chase & Courtney Doll

08/05

Ken & Deb Doll

08/15

Vernon & Pam Wells

08/06

Jeff & Deb Oestreich

08/18

John & Amy Cahill

08/07

Vern & Joan Woodruff

08/21

Nathan & Shelby Ruhlen

08/08

Brett & Amy Johnson

08/27

Levi & Bethany Schutz

08/13

Jim & Jean Heilman

08/31
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13502 TR 80
Kenton, OH 43326

Phone: 419-675-1368
Fax: 419-675-1368
E-Mail:
walnutgrove68@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
Www.wgumc.com

HN Food Pantry

HN Food Pantry was held on July 21st. This summer our numbers have been way down. We are only averaging 20 some
families per month. Once again thank you to all who support
the pantry. Also thanks to those who come and work and supply
us with staple food items. It is all appreciated.

