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Establishing an Episcopal Church in Ogdensburg 

There is a wealth of information on the growth of the Episcopal Church in New York State during the 19th 

century in the Journal of the Proceedings of the [Annual] Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in the State of New York1.  Along with committee reports and the Bishop’s address, the journal included 

“parochial reports” from established parishes and separate reports from areas served by clergy who 

functioned as missionaries. Much of the information that follows is drawn from reports given at 

Convention. 

John Henry Hobart who was elected as Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New York in 1816 was deeply 

committed to the fledgling missionary work in the north and west of the State.  Communities seeking to 

establish an Episcopal Church could apply for financial assistance – about $125 per year – from the 

Diocese.  It was expected that there would be additional support for the missionary from the 

congregation where he was stationed.  He was also assigned to travel around the area to support the 

growth and hopefully the establishment of additional churches.  Funds were limited and not every 

request could be fulfilled nor was there a clergyman willing to take on situations the Diocese was 

anxious to support. 

Daniel Nash an early Episcopal missionary of the churches in Otsego county undertook a tour to 

Ogdensburg and Hamilton (now Waddington) in St. Lawrence County in 1816.  In the Journal for that 

year he reported: 

In Ogdensburgh, although never before visited by a clergyman, the responses were made in a 

very handsome manner, which rendered the service of the church particularly impressive.  

Baptisms in county – adults 10, children 21. 

Missionary Joshua Rogers visited the area in 1817 and noted conducting a service in Hamilton 

(Waddington) but did not specifically mention stopping in Ogdensburg. 

In 1818, St. Paul’s Church in Waddington was finally completed, and Amos G. Baldwin was invited to 

serve as priest.    Bishop Hobart came that summer to consecrate the new church and at the same time, 

he visited Odgensburg to “perform the Divine service”. 

While it does not appear that Baldwin came formally as a missionary – in the 1818 convention 

proceedings, Bishop Hobart notes that “the Rev. Amos G. Baldwin has removed from Utica and has 

charge of the congregations at Waddington and Ogdensburgh on the St. Lawrence, and in parts 

adjacent” and Baldwin’s report was listed with the parochial reports – his role was most closely related 

to the work of a missionary.  In the few months covered by his report he mentions weekday services in 

“Russell, Canton, DeKalb, Pierrepont, Parishville, Hopkinton, Potsdam, Louisville, Columbus in the 

township of Madrid, Lisbon, Morristown, Black Lake and a few others, in some several times”.  

After 15 years of trying, the non-denominational church in Ogdensburg had failed to obtain a permanent 

minister through the Presbyteries and it was agreed that for the year 1818, the subscriptions raised 

would be paid to Rev. Baldwin who would serve alternate Sundays between St. Paul’s in Waddington 

                                                           
1 Digitized copies of the Journal/Proceedings are available on the HathiTrust.org web site. The convention was held 
in the early fall, so the reports cover part of the preceding year up to the date of the convention. 



and Ogdensburg where services were still being held in the courthouse.  According to De Harsanyi’s 

history of the Presbyterian Church in Ogdensburg, the differences in “the mode of worship” between 

Presbyterians and Episcopalians created some conflict.  Rather than supporting the non-denominational 

nature of the Ogdensburg church, some felt that Baldwin was underhandedly working to establish an 

Episcopal church2.   

 The Presbyterians responded by building a temporary meeting house at Caroline and Ford Streets for 

their specific use and finally obtained the services of a Presbyterian minister.  The formal end of the non-

denominational church came with the incorporation of St. John’s Episcopal Church on May 23, 1820 

followed immediately by an act of incorporation of the Presbyterian Church on June 1st.   

The proceedings of the convention in 1820 show that Sylvester Gilbert attended as a lay delegate and 

the articles of incorporation for St. John’s were presented.  Baldwin’s parochial report, however, was 

not particularly uplifting.   Where most reports from other churches include the number of 

communicants and baptisms for the year, he notes that “the apparent fruit of his labours has been small 

this past year--few accessions to the communion and no great number of baptisms”.  Although we know 

that there had been services held in the non-denominational church for many years, Baldwin believes 

that “a long time of patient labour” will be required to overcome the previous “absence of public 

worship”.  By the fall of 1820 Baldwin had left to serve as a missionary in Sandy Hill and Stillwater. 

According to the St. John’s Centennial Yearbook of 1920, Lawson Carter was called as Rector in 1820 but 

in the Diocesan convention proceedings of 1822, Bishop Hobart notes that Carter “has taken the mission 

station at Ogdensburg” and Carter’s missionary report indicates that he arrived in Ogdensburg in 

December of 1821.  [This would indicate that for more than a year between Baldwin’s departure and 

Carter’s arrival, the new congregation was without a minister.]  Carter’s report is much more positive 

than Baldwin’s had been.  While he indicates that he visited Morristown, Waddington, Canton, Russell, 

Lisbon and Black Lake, he conducted services most often in Ogdensburg where “the prospects of our 

church are encouraging…congregation is becoming larger…a neat stone edifice has been 

erected…thought by those who have seen it to be the best and handsomest public building in this part 

of the State”. 

 

                                                           
2 For a full account of the arrangement to employ Rev. Baldwin and the growing tensions between Presbyterian 
and Episcopal members of the community see Andrew De Harsanyi.  One Hundred and Fifty Years of the 
Presbyterian Church in Odgensburg. Boonville, NY: Willard Press, 1955, pages 18-21.  De Harsanyi implies that 
Baldwin was asked to leave the church in Utica where he has served for more than 10 years and he “fell in” with 
David Ogden, resulting in his invitation to come to Waddington. 


