
A Message  From Rev’d Carolyn  Bartkus 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

As Jesus began his ministry, he asked his disciples what they were looking for 

followed by an invitation to “Come and See.”  He is still asking us - God’s chil-

dren the same question and stretching out his hand and inviting us to “Come 

and See”.  Come, see, and experience heaven on earth.  God sent his Son, Jesus 

Christ to walk and live among us to teach and show us first-hand God’s plan for 

us.  Jesus taught us to come to him with our sorrows and our joys, he demon-

strated how to love God and our neighbor.  God is inviting you and everyone 

you know to come, see, experience a deeper relationship with Him.  He will 

meet each of us where we are and show us the way.   

 

 In this our 200th year – I challenge each of us to make “Come and See” 

our mission. In St. Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, Paul reminds us that we are 

not lacking in spiritual gifts for this mission.  We are called to be saints together 

as a community of faith.  God is faithful and He will strengthen us for His        

mission.  If you have felt the love of God or found comfort in God – invite others 

to experience God’s love and comfort. If you know and give thanks for Christian 

companionship – invite your friends and family to be a part of our community.  

The Christian faith isn’t about believing in a God we can’t see, he is here with 

us, all around us, working in and among us.  Come, See, and share the love of 

God.     
 

Bicentennial Year!!!! 

Throughout the year, we will celebrate and commission the various ministries of 

the church in addition, we are seeking people to help plan our 200th year cele-

bration.  If you are interested, please join us at a planning meeting on Tuesday, 

February 18, 2020 at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall.  

 

  Blessings in Christ, Carolyn+ 

St. John’s Church Eagle 
 February / March 2020 



WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 Sunday:          9:00 am   Holy Eucharist—Main Church 

      9:00 am   Children’s Chapel and Nursery 

      (during the school year)  

   Thursday:    9:30 am   Healing Mass—Parish Hall 

  10:30 am   Bible Study & Refreshments to follow 

          

P a g e  2  
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February 

2/05 Amy Ritchie                            

 2/07 Doreen Poulton                      

2/11 Sheila LaMere                        

 2/12 Cassandra LaRock                 

2/14 Kain Warner                            

2/20 Sally Palao                          

2/26 Joann Wells                              

March 

3/11 Donna Logan                     

3/14 Lee Sovie      

 Cathy Bentley                  

3/18 Tom Burdick 

3/21 Judy Gray               

3/23 Jackie Davison       

3/24 Elizabeth Phillips 

3/26 Ron Ritchie           

3/27 Donna Bentley  

 Michael LaMere  

 Harper Davison 

  

Weekly 

Altar Flowers/Broadcast 

If you would like to donate towards weekly 

Sunday flowers, the broadcast or a candle 

contact the church office. 

Flowers -$20.00                                                    

Broadcast - $30.00 

 

Available Dates: 

Flowers  -  Feb 9,16,23 

  March 1,8,15,22,29   

Broadcast -     Feb 9 & 23                   

 March 1,8,15,22,29 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries      

            

2/25 Bill & Sheila LaMere              

 

2/27 Nancy & Doug Wood 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwid44yr9OHNAhXPCD4KHaReB9IQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F340092209332358599%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHW4fyd8RErf2Y_fAdN-a732bkInA&ust=14679998714
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St. John’s Church History Corner                                                             
St. John’s Church Bicentennial History – Nancy Alzo 

Over the last year I have been writing a column focusing on the history of St. John’s.  I have frequently written 

when I have found something of interest.  As we start our 200th year, I am going back to the beginning to create 

a more chronological approach to our history. 

The First Church in Ogdensburg 
As settlement began in Ogdensburg, land owner Samuel Ogden pressed his land agent, Nathan Ford to provide 

the infrastructure to support an Episcopal church and minister. Ford was known to be a staunch Presbyterian 

but in recognition of the size of the community, he reasonably responded by suggesting that subscriptions 

raised first be used to form a single, non-denominational church.  Specific denominations would establish their 

own churches later as the settlement grew. 

In 1805, with trustees drawn from the most prominent early settlers across denominations, the religious              

society, First Church and Congregation of Christ in the Town of Oswegatchie was formed.  Nathan Ford led the 

effort to find a minister to come to Ogdensburg and, logically, he worked through the closest Presbytery in 

Oneida, New York to identify a candidate. 

Communication was challenging as it took some time for letters to travel between Ogdensburg and Oneida and 

the head of the Presbytery had to also connect with potential ministers. While their original choice, John 

Younglove, did come for a few weeks on a trial basis and clearly impressed the local church-goers, he left the 

village without being formally called and did not return to Ogdensburg.  The next minister, Cotton Miller, came 

and brought his family with the intent of staying but the War of 1812 forced them to leave for safety reasons. 

The economic impact of the war left the new church unable to ensure sufficient subscriptions to bring Miller 

back. By the time everyone was “back in business”, Miller had moved on to another church.  Potential ministers, 
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one after another, could not come for a variety of reasons and as there were more churches seeking to 

employ a Presbyterian minister than the number available, the competition left the new church settling 

for a variety of occasional supplies. 

As the situation dragged on, Episcopalians sought to weigh their options for organization.  The first Episco-

pal missionary, Daniel Nash, visited the community in 1816.  According to di Harsanyi in his history, the 

uncertainty of finding a minister through the Presbytery resulted in a series of hastily called meetings in 

1816 that were considered an underhanded attempt by the Episcopalians to control the subscriptions in 

support of finding a minister of that persuasion knowing that the desire to have a permanent minister for 

the settlement might outweigh denominational concerns.  If they couldn’t get a Presbyterian minister, 

perhaps an Episcopalian would suffice even though, as Ford claimed, Presbyterians in Ogdensburg out-

numbered Episcopalians eight to one and he found their “mode of worship” unacceptable. 

In the meantime, Samuel Ogden’s nephew, David Ogden had supported the establishment of an Episcopal 

church in Hamilton (Waddington).  St. Paul’s was finished in 1818 and Amos Baldwin was called as rector.  

Unfortunately, the expense of a minister was too much for the small church and they sought the support 

of Episcopalians in Ogdensburg. Without immediate prospects for finding a Presbyterian minister, the First 

Church committed to using their subscription funds to pay half of Baldwin’s salary for one year in return 

for the provision of services on alternate weeks.  Ford, however, continued to press on to find a perma-

nent Presbyterian minister before the end of the year as the employ of Baldwin was considered a devious 

plan of the Episcopalians “to raise a…church on the ruins of the Presbyterian order.”  

The formal end of the non-denominational First Church came in 1820 when St. John’s Episcopal Church 

was incorporated on May 23rd and the Presbyterian Church followed on June 1st. David and George Parish 

promised each of the churches a lot on which they could build a physical church as well as a lot to serve as 

a shared burial ground. 

The Episcopalians began to build a stone church on their lot at the corner of Caroline and Knox Streets in 

1821 with the first services held in 1822.  The Presbyterians had erected a temporary structure – “The 

Gospel Barn” – on the corner of Ford and Caroline Streets in 1819.  By 1824 they had raised the funds to 

build a stone church on the Ford Street lot given by Parish.  St. John’s Episcopal Church was considered to 

be one of the finest buildings in the community.  The contract with the builder of the Presbyterian Church 

specified that the workmanship “be every way equal to the inside of St. John’s Church”. 

 

 

1 The information on the First Church and Congregation of Christ in the Town of Oswegatchie is primarily drawn from De Harsanyi, An-

drew. One Hundred and Fifty Years of the Presbyterian Church in Ogdensburg. Boonville, NY: Willard Press, 1955.   
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 (some information may be subject to change – for up-to-date information,  
please check our web site www.stjohnsogdensburg.org) 

 

Mon  Feb 10    6:00 pm  Vestry 

Thu   Feb 13   10:30 am  Parish Life 

Sat   Feb 15    9:00 am  Daughters of the King 

Tues Feb 18   6:30 pm  Bicentennial Meeting 

Sun  Feb 23   9:00 am  Food Pantry Sunday 

               11:00 am  Worship Meeting 

Tue.  Feb 25   9:00—11:30  Food Pantry     

    4:30 pm  Shrove Tuesday pancake supper 

Wed.  Feb 26  12:10 pm  Ash Wednesday Service 

     7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service 

Sat  Feb 29   9:00 am  Vestry Strategic Planning 

Sun   Mar 1 `  12:2 pm  Ukrainian Dyed Eggs Workshop                                  

Tue.  Mar 3    6:30 pm  Property Meeting                                                               

Sun  Mar 8   12-2 pm  Ukrainian Dyed Eggs Workshop                                  

Wed  Mar 4   10: 00 am  Prayerful Knitting 

Mon  Mar 9    6:00 pm  Vestry 

Thu   Mar 10  10:30 am  Parish Life 

Sat.  Mar 21   9:00 am  Daughters of the King 

Sun  Mar 22   9:00 am  Rose Sunday 

       Food Pantry Sunday 

    12-2 pm  Ukrainian Dyed Eggs Workshop  

Sun  Mar 29   12-2  pm                 Ukrainian Dyed Eggs Workshop                                                 

Tue   Mar 31   9:30 am  Food Pantry 

Upcoming Events for February & March  
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Shrove Tuesday  

Tuesday, February 25th.   

 

Parish Life will sponsor its traditional Pancake Supper  

Come, eat and celebrate before we begin the solemn season of Lent.   

All are  welcome. 

 

 

Rose Sunday 

Sunday, March 22nd 

 

The fourth Sunday in Lent has traditionally been considered a day of relaxation 

from normal Lenten rigors; a day of hope with Easter at last within sight.   

Flowers are placed on the altar and clergy may wear rose colored vestments.  

In England, this is also known as Mothering Sunday.  Once a year, on this  

Sunday, people were encouraged to return to their “mother” church.  For 

those who had moved away from home for work, it was an opportunity to  

reunite with family.   

 

Over time the tradition began to include gifts of flowers  

and cakes to their mothers. 

 

We will mark this day be placing roses on the Altar and Parish Life will treat us 

with homemade Simnel cakes at Coffee Hour.   

There will be an opportunity to donate for flowers and to make a cake –  

watch the weekly bulletin for more information. 
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Parish Leadership Conference 

Every year, the Diocese hosts the Parish Leadership Conferences at several  

locations.  For our area, the Parish Leadership Conference will be on Saturday, 

March 7th at the former Holy Family School in Malone.   The program begins 

with registration at 8:30 am and ends with Eucharist at 3:45 pm.  Lunch is  

provided. 

This year the Conference will focus on the new updated Alpha program and will 

be led by Fr. Scott Evans, Fr. Nixon McMillan and Fr. Paul Hartt. 

Alpha is an evangelistic course intended to explore the basics of Christian faith.  

Beginning in 1977 as a program in the Church of England, it is now used around 

the world by many Christian organizations.  The Alpha website notes that last 

year over 30,000 churches and organizations ran the program for over 1.3  

million participants.  In a nutshell, “Alpha is an 11-week course that creates a 

space where people are excited to bring their friends for a conversation about 

faith, life and God”. 

If you plan to attend, please contact Jeannette in the church office so we can  

coordinate registrations and car-pooling. 
 

Office update: 

Computers in the offices have been updated to Windows 10 and Office 365 giv-

ing us the opportunity to improve our workflow with shared files and calendars. 

We have also changed to a new phone system.  The same number reaches the 

church – 315 393 5470 – but you will hear new options to leave a message 

when the phone is not answered.  We have integrated  the Rectory into the sys-

tem.  There is no longer a separate number to reach the Rectory for pastoral 

emergencies.  When necessary, just call the church number and follow the op-

tion “press 9 for a pastoral emergency”. 

 

Rev. Carolyn will be away from the afternoon of Sunday, February 9th through 

the afternoon of Tuesday, February 18th and again from Thursday, March 5th  

through Saturday, March 7th.  When she is away, please call a Warden for  

pastoral emergencies – Nancy @ 315 244 9462 or Eric @ 315 276 1135 

The office will be closed for Presidents’ Day, Monday, February 17th. 
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Lent – a time for devotion 

I invite you to observe a Holy Lent by setting aside time to be with God.  Lent is a 

time for prayer and fasting, it is a season of spiritual preparation in which we re-

member Christ’s temptation, suffering, and death.   
 

Historically, the church celebrates Lent as a 40-day period beginning on Ash 

Wednesday and ending the Saturday before Easter. It is a time to draw closer to 

the Lord through prayer, fasting, repentance, and self-denial.    

 

A couple of ideas for observing a Holy Lent:  

• Pray morning or evening prayer or one of family devotions beginning  

       on page 137 of the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

• Chose a gospel and read a little every day. 
 

• Read a daily meditation: a daily short devotion written by Henri Nouwen will 

be available at the church. 
 

• Try the spiritual discipline of Fasting: The Book of Common Prayer recom-

mends fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  
 

• Lent Mite Box –devote yourself to giving thanks to God for all the blessings in 

your life.  Throughout your day, give thanks – put a coin in the box.  
 

• Sign up for 40 Acts and receive a daily email message with a simple challenge 

to “Do Lent Generously.” https://40acts.org.uk/  
  

Our Lent worship services 

Wednesday, February 26  Ash Wednesday   

12:10pm &  7:00pm  

Wednesdays in Lent Evening Prayer  

5:00pm in Chapel / Facebook Live  
             

Thursdays Healing Mass 9:30am 

Bible Study 10:30am in the Parish Hall.   

https://40acts.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT Children's Theater News 
 

ACT Children's Theater at St. John's is thrilled to announce that, this June, we 

will be putting on a full musical production on the main stage at OFA! This year, 

we will be presenting Meredith Willson's "The Music Man!" This adaptation of 

the Broadway classic will star students from Pre-K through 12th grade. While 

adults will be doing much of the backstage work, the show itself will star only 

students! 

 

Auditions for "The Music Man" will take place on Thursday and Friday, April 2nd 

and 3rd, beginning at 6:00pm, in the Parish Hall at St. John's and are open to 

students from any school district. Callbacks will be on Saturday, April 4th, also at 

6:00pm. The cast will be announced at the end of that weekend and rehearsals 

will begin the week of April 20th.  

 

Performances of "The Music Man" will take place at OFA on Friday and Saturday, 

June 12th and 13th at 7:00pm and on Sunday, June 14th at 2:00pm. Tickets will 

be $7 for adults and $5 for students/seniors and will be available at the door or 

during Coffee Hour at St. John's the weekends leading up to the show. 

 

For more information on ACT or “The Music Man”,  
please visit our Facebook page     

http://www.facebook.com/ACTchildrenstheater 
 
 



St. John’s Online 

Are you a Facebook user?  St. John’s has a page on Facebook that is similar to 

business sites you visit there.  To find us, search by name and choose our entry 

(our icon is the church tower—there are a lot of St. John’s on Facebook).   
 

Once on our page, you can “like” us – then you will see what we post in your usu-

al feed from Facebook.  Our account gives us the opportunity to create an invita-

tion to events happening at St. John’s.  You can share our events to your friends 

as well as indicate if you are interested or plan to attend.  That way, Facebook will 

give you a reminder of the event.   
 

Sharing our posts and our events to your friends is a great way to let our larger 

community know what is happening at St. John’s.   
 

We are working to build our web site – stjohnsogdensburg.org.  Want to know 

what is happening at St. John’s – check our calendar, read the announcements, 

check on contact information, see schedules for readers, greeters – and more. 
 

Bookmark our page on your web browser so you can easily connect without hav-

ing to type in our site address. 

 

What’s new??  We are now posting media on the web site and actively working to 

have a greater Facebook presence! 

 

 

You can connect 

directly to the St. 

John’s Facebook 

page by clicking 

Click on the speaker icon to  

connect to our media.  We are now 

posting Rev. Carolyn’s sermons on 

our website.  This is a great way to 

catch up if you miss  

a Sunday or to listen again to her 

message. 



500 Caroline St. 

P.O. Box 658 

Ogdensburg, NY   13669 

 

S T . J O H N ’ S  

C H U R C H  

 

The Rt. Rev’d William H. Love, Bishop  

Rev’d Carolyn Bartkus, Priest-in-Charge                                                                                   

Wardens:    Nancy Alzo                        

          Eric Warner    Staff:  

      Michael Calton, Dir. Grounds and Maintenance  

Vestry:       Jeannette Perrault, Parish Administrator                                         

Donna Burdick      Chistopher Dwyer          Eric Warner, Chief Financial Officer       

Arlene Monell        Doug Rose                       Angela Dwyer, Choir Director    

John Storey         Andy Wells                          Eric Warner, Organist        

                 

Phone:  315-393-5470   Fax: 315-393-5688 

E-mail: stjohnsc@cnymail.com  Web site: www.stjohnsogdensburg.org          

 Sunday radio broadcast at 9am on 92.7 FM 

Address Service Requested 


