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Acts 15:1-21 
The Council at Jerusalem 
1Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas 
into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other 
believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on 
their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. 
This news made all the believers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church 
and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them. 
 
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must 
be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 
 
6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed 
them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from 
my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by 
giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke 
that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
 
12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and wonders 
God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, 
“listen to me. 14 Simon[a] has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the 
Gentiles. 15 The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 
 
16 “‘After this I will return 
    and rebuild David’s fallen tent. 
Its ruins I will rebuild, 
    and I will restore it, 
17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 
    even all the Gentiles who bear my name, 
says the Lord, who does these things’[b]— 
18     things known from long ago.[c] 

 
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city 
from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 15:14 Greek Simeon, a variant of Simon; that is, Peter 
b. Acts 15:17 Amos 9:11,12 (see Septuagint) 
c. Acts 15:18 Some manuscripts things’— / 18 the Lord’s work is known to him from long ago 

 
 
 



Genesis 32:24-32 
Jacob Wrestles 
24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had not 
prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he 
wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 He said, “Your name 
shall no longer be Jacob, but [a]Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed.” 29 Then 
Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he 
blessed him there. 30 So Jacob named the place [b]Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my [c]life 
has been preserved.” 31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his 
thigh. 32 Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the 
thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the hip. 
Footnotes: 

a. Genesis 32:28 I.e. he who strives with God; or God strives 
b. Genesis 32:30 I.e. the face of God 
c. Genesis 32:30 Lit soul 

 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 
The Narrow and Wide Gates 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there 
are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few 
who find it. 
 
 
John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
 
John 3:1-8 
Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 
1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He 
came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one 
could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.[a]” 
 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time 
into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and 
the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 
saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”[d] 
Footnotes: 

a. John 3:3 The Greek for again also means from above; also in verse 7. 
b. John 3:6 Or but spirit 
c. John 3:7 The Greek is plural. 
d. John 3:8 The Greek for Spirit is the same as that for wind. 

 
 



Genesis 2:4-7 
Adam and Eve 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD God made the earth 
and the heavens. 
 
5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth[a] and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent 
rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams[b] came up from the earth and watered 
the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the LORD God formed a man[c] from the dust of the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
Footnotes: 

a. Genesis 2:5 Or land; also in verse 6 
b. Genesis 2:6 Or mist 
c. Genesis 2:7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground 

(adamah); it is also the name Adam (see verse 20). 
 
 
Word Study: 
Ru’ah is the Hebrew word for Spirit and/or for breath  
pneuma Greek (πνε?μα) —bear the basic meaning of wind or breath 
 
 
John 13:34-35 
Jesus says Disciples Are Known By Love 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
 
Yoda describes “the force” in this excerpt from “StarWars-The Empire Strikes Back”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjr01vfg_A0 
 
 
Freedom in Christ: 
Focus on the Family says, “In the “land of the free,” we often confuse the true nature of freedom.” “Freedom is 
not the right to do what we want, but to do what we ought.” 
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/spiritual-growth-for-kids/freedom-in-christ 
 
 
"God Moves in a Mysterious Way" is a Christian hymn, written in 1773 by William Cowper from England 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_Moves_in_a_Mysterious_Way 
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