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Acts 2 
The Day of Pentecost 
1When the day of Pentecost [a]had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there 
came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire [b]distributing themselves, and [c]they 
[d]rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other [e]tongues, as the Spirit was giving them [f]utterance. 
 
5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And 
when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of 
them was hearing them speak in his own [g]language. 7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, 
“[h]Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we each hear them in 
our own [i]language [j]to which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and [k]Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and [l]visitors from Rome, both Jews and [m]proselytes, 
11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.” 
12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?” 13 But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of [n]sweet wine.” 
 
Peter’s Sermon 
14 But Peter, [o]taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of 
Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 
15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the [p]third hour of the day; 16 but this 
is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 
 
17 ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, 
‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL [q]MANKIND; 
AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, 
AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, 
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 
18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, 
I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT 
And they shall prophesy. 
19 ‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE 
AND SIGNS ON THE EARTH BELOW, 
BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. 
20 ‘THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS 
AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, 
BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME. 
21 ‘AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.’ 
 
22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man [r]attested to you by God with 
[s]miracles and wonders and [t]signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you 
yourselves know— 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of [u]godless men and put Him to death. 24 [v]But God 
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raised Him up again, putting an end to the [w]agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be 
held [x]in its power. 25 For David says of Him, 
 
‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 
FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 
26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; 
MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 
27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 
NOR [y]ALLOW YOUR [z]HOLY ONE TO [aa]UNDERGO DECAY. 
28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 
YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 
 
29 “[ab]Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is [ac]with us to this day. 30 And so, because he was a prophet and knew 
that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one [ad]OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 
31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of [ae]the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER 
ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh [af]SUFFER DECAY. 32 This Jesus God raised up again, to 
which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore having been exalted [ag]to the right hand of God, and 
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which 
you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into [ah]heaven, but he himself says: 
 
‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 
“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 
35 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’ 
 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and 
[ai]Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
The Ingathering 
37 Now when they heard this, they were [aj]pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “[ak]Brethren, [al]what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 40 And with many other words he solemnly 
testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “[am]Be saved from this perverse generation!” 41 So 
then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 
thousand [an]souls. 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and [ao]to prayer. 
 
43 [ap]Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and [aq]signs were taking place 
through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed [ar]were together and had all things in 
common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, 
as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking 
bread [as]from house to house, they were taking their [at]meals together with gladness and 
[au]sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding [av]to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 2:1 Lit was being fulfilled 
b. Acts 2:3 Or being distributed 
c. Acts 2:3 Lit it 
d. Acts 2:3 Or sat 
e. Acts 2:4 Or languages 



f. Acts 2:4 Or ability to speak out 
g. Acts 2:6 Or dialect 
h. Acts 2:7 Lit Behold 
i. Acts 2:8 Or dialect 
j. Acts 2:8 Lit in 
k. Acts 2:9 I.e. west coast province of Asia Minor 
l. Acts 2:10 Lit the sojourning Romans 
m. Acts 2:10 I.e. Gentile converts to Judaism 
n. Acts 2:13 I.e. new wine 
o. Acts 2:14 Or being put forward as spokesman 
p. Acts 2:15 I.e. 9 a.m. 
q. Acts 2:17 Lit flesh 
r. Acts 2:22 Or exhibited or accredited 
s. Acts 2:22 Or works of power 
t. Acts 2:22 Or attesting miracles 
u. Acts 2:23 Lit men without the Law; i.e. pagan 
v. Acts 2:24 Lit Whom God raised up 
w. Acts 2:24 Lit birth pains 
x. Acts 2:24 Lit by it 
y. Acts 2:27 Lit give 
z. Acts 2:27 Or devout or pious 
aa. Acts 2:27 Lit see corruption 
bb. Acts 2:29 Lit Men brothers 
cc. Acts 2:29 Lit among 
dd. Acts 2:30 Lit of the fruit of his loins 
ee. Acts 2:31 I.e. the Messiah 
ff. Acts 2:31 Lit see corruption 
gg. Acts 2:33 Or by 
hh. Acts 2:34 Lit the heavens 
ii. Acts 2:36 I.e. Messiah 
jj. Acts 2:37 Or wounded in conscience 
kk. Acts 2:37 Lit Men brothers 
ll. Acts 2:37 Or what are we to do 
mm. Acts 2:40 Or Escape 
nn. Acts 2:41 I.e. persons 
oo. Acts 2:42 Lit the prayers 
pp. Acts 2:43 Lit fear was occurring to every soul 
qq. Acts 2:43 Or attesting miracles 
rr. Acts 2:44 One early ms does not contain were and and 
ss. Acts 2:46 Or in the various private homes 
tt. Acts 2:46 Lit food 
uu. Acts 2:46 Or simplicity 
vv. Acts 2:47 Lit together 

 
 
 
Ekalesia: 
Is from the ancient Greek meaning  “The called out one” or “The Church.”  
 
 
 
 



Genesis 11:1-9 
Universal Language, Babel, Confusion 
1Now the whole earth [a]used the same language and [b]the same words. 2 It came about as they 
journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and [c]settled there. 3 They said to one 
another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and 
they used tar for mortar. 4 They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose 
top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered 
abroad over the face of the whole earth.” 5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower 
which the sons of men had built. 6 The LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have 
[d]the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to 
do will be [e]impossible for them. 7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their [f]language, so 
that they will not understand one another’s [g]speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from 
there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. 9 Therefore its name was 
called [h]Babel, because there the LORD confused the [i]language of the whole earth; and from there 
the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. 
Footnotes: 

a. Genesis 11:1 Lit was one lip 
b. Genesis 11:1 Or few or one set of words 
c. Genesis 11:2 Lit dwelt 
d. Genesis 11:6 Lit one lip 
e. Genesis 11:6 Lit withheld from 
f. Genesis 11:7 Lit lip 
g. Genesis 11:7 Lit lip 
h. Genesis 11:9 Or Babylon; cf Heb balal, confuse 
i. Genesis 11:9 Lit lip 

 
 
Genesis 1:27-28 
God Directs People to Spread Out to Fill the Earth 
27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the [a]sky and over 
every living thing that [b]moves on the earth.”  
Footnotes: 

a. Genesis 1:28 Lit heavens 
b. Genesis 1:28 Or creeps 

 
 
Judges 14-16 
Samson Was Filled With The Spirit For A Little While 
Judges 14: Samson’s Marriage 
1Then Samson went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the 
Philistines. 2 So he came [a]back and told his father and [b]mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, one 
of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.” 3 Then his father and 
his mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your [c]relatives, or among all 
[d]our people, that you go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to 
his father, “Get her for me, for she [e]looks good to me.” 4 However, his father and mother did not 
know that it was of the LORD, for He was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that 
time the Philistines were ruling over Israel. 
 
5 Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came as far as the vineyards 
of Timnah; and behold, a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit of the LORD [f]came 



upon him mightily, so that he tore him as one tears a young goat though he had nothing in his 
hand; but he did not tell his father or mother what he had done. 7 So he went down and talked to 
the woman; and she [g]looked good to Samson. 8 When he returned later to take her, he turned 
aside to look at the carcass of the lion; and behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the body of 
the lion. 9 So he scraped [h]the honey into his [i]hands and went on, eating as he went. When he 
came to his father and mother, he gave some to them and they ate it; but he did not tell them that 
he had scraped the honey out of the body of the lion. 
 
10 Then his father went down to the woman; and Samson made a feast there, for the young men 
customarily did this. 11 When they saw him, they brought thirty companions to be with him. 
 
Samson’s Riddle 
12 Then Samson said to them, “Let me now propound a riddle to you; if you will indeed tell it to 
me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen wraps and 
thirty changes of clothes. 13 But if you are unable to tell me, then you shall give me thirty linen 
wraps and thirty changes of clothes.” And they said to him, “Propound your riddle, that we may 
hear it.” 14 So he said to them, 
 
“Out of the eater came something to eat, 
And out of the strong came something sweet.” 
 
But they could not tell the riddle in three days. 
 
15 Then it came about on the [j]fourth day that they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband, 
so that he will tell us the riddle, or we will burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you 
invited us to impoverish us? Is this not so?” 16 Samson’s wife wept before him and said, “You 
only hate me, and you do not love me; you have propounded a riddle to the sons of my people, 
and have not told it to me.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not told it to my father or mother; 
so should I tell you?” 17 However she wept before him seven days while their feast lasted. And on 
the seventh day he told her because she pressed him so hard. She then told the riddle to the sons of 
her people. 18 So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down, 
 
“What is sweeter than honey? 
And what is stronger than a lion?” 
 
And he said to them, 
 
“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
You would not have found out my riddle.” 
 
19 Then the Spirit of the LORD [k]came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and 
killed thirty of them and took their spoil and gave the changes of clothes to those who told the 
riddle. And his anger burned, and he went up to his father’s house. 20 But Samson’s wife was 
given to his companion who had been his [l]friend. 
 
Judges 15: Samson Burns Philistine Crops 
1But after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, Samson visited his wife with a young goat, and 
said, “I will go in to my wife in her room.” But her father did not let him enter. 2 Her father said, 
“I really thought that you hated her intensely; so I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger 
sister [m]more beautiful than she? Please let her be yours [n]instead.” 3 Samson then said to them, 
“This time I shall be blameless in regard to the Philistines when I do them harm.” 4 Samson went 
and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned the foxes tail to tail and put one torch 



in the middle between two tails. 5 When he had set fire to the torches, he released [o]the foxes into 
the standing grain of the Philistines, thus burning up both the shocks and the standing grain, along 
with the vineyards and groves. 6 Then the Philistines said, “Who did this?” And they said, 
“Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because [p]he took his wife and gave her to his 
companion.” So the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire. 7 Samson said to 
them, “Since you act like this, I will surely take revenge on you, but after that I will quit.” 8 He 
struck them [q]ruthlessly with a great slaughter; and he went down and lived in the cleft of the rock 
of Etam. 
 
9 Then the Philistines went up and camped in Judah, and spread out in Lehi. 10 The men of Judah 
said, “Why have you come up against us?” And they said, “We have come up to bind Samson in 
order to do to him as he did to us.” 11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock 
of Etam and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then 
is this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so I have done to 
them.” 12 They said to him, “We have come down to bind you so that we may give you into the 
hands of the Philistines.” And Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not [r]kill me.” 
13 So they said to [s]him, “No, but we will bind you fast and give you into their hands; yet surely 
we will not kill you.” Then they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from the 
rock. 
 
14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met him. And the Spirit of the LORD 
[t]came upon him mightily so that the ropes that were on his arms were as flax that is burned with 
fire, and his bonds [u]dropped from his hands. 15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he 
[v]reached out and took it and [w]killed a thousand men with it. 16 Then Samson said, 
 
“With the jawbone of a donkey, 
[x]Heaps upon heaps, 
With the jawbone of a donkey 
I have [y]killed a thousand men.” 
 
17 When he had finished speaking, he threw the jawbone from his hand; and he named that place 
[z]Ramath-lehi. 18 Then he became very thirsty, and he called to the LORD and said, “You have 
given this great deliverance by the hand of Your servant, and now [aa]shall I die of thirst [ab]and fall 
into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 19 But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi so that 
water came out of it. When he drank, his [ac]strength returned and he revived. Therefore he named 
it [ad]En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 20 So he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the 
Philistines. 
 
Judges 16: Samson’s Weakness 
1Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her. 2 When it was told to the 
Gazites, saying, “Samson has come here,” they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all 
night at the gate of the city. And they kept silent all night, saying, “Let us wait until the morning 
light, then we will kill him.” 3 Now Samson lay until midnight, and at midnight he arose and took 
hold of the doors of the city gate and the two posts and pulled them up along with the bars; then 
he put them on his shoulders and carried them up to the top of the mountain which is opposite 
Hebron. 
 
4 After this it came about that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 
5 The lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and see where his great 
strength lies and [ae]how we may overpower him that we may bind him to afflict him. Then we will 
each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where 
your great strength is and [af]how you may be bound to afflict you.” 7 Samson said to her, “If they 



bind me with seven fresh cords that have not been dried, then I will become weak and be like any 
other man.” 8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh cords that had not 
been dried, and she bound him with them. 9 Now she had men lying in wait in an inner room. And 
she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the cords as a string of 
tow snaps when it [ag]touches fire. So his strength was not discovered. 
 
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you have deceived me and told me lies; now please tell 
me [ah]how you may be bound.” 11 He said to her, “If they bind me tightly with new ropes [ai]which 
have not been used, then I will become weak and be like any other man.” 12 So Delilah took new 
ropes and bound him with them and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” For the 
men were lying in wait in the inner room. But he snapped [aj]the ropes from his arms like a thread. 
 
13 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Up to now you have deceived me and told me lies; tell me 
[ak]how you may be bound.” And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my [al]hair with 
the web [am][and fasten it with a pin, then I will become weak and be like any other man.” 14 So 
while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his [an]hair and wove them into the web]. And she 
fastened it with the pin and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke 
from his sleep and pulled out the pin of the loom and the web. 
 
Delilah Extracts His Secret 
15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You 
have deceived me these three times and have not told me where your great strength is.” 16 It came 
about when she pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul was [ao]annoyed to 
death. 17 So he told her all that was in his heart and said to her, “A razor has never come on my 
head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then my strength 
will leave me and I will become weak and be like any other man.” 
 
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all that was in his heart, she sent and called the lords of 
the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me all that is in his heart.” Then the 
lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hands. 19 She made him 
sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his [ap]hair. Then 
she began to afflict him, and his strength left him. 20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake myself 
free.” But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him. 21 Then the Philistines seized 
him and gouged out his eyes; and they brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze 
chains, and he was a grinder in the prison. 22 However, the hair of his head began to grow again 
after it was shaved off. 
 
23 Now the lords of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to 
rejoice, for they said, 
 
“Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands.” 
 
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, for they said, 
 
“Our god has given our enemy into our hands, 
Even the destroyer of our country, 
Who has slain many of us.” 
 
25 It so happened when [aq]they were in high spirits, that they said, “Call for Samson, that he may 
amuse us.” So they called for Samson from the prison, and he [ar]entertained them. And they made 
him stand between the pillars. 26 Then Samson said to the boy who was holding his hand, “Let me 



feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against them.” 27 Now the house was full 
of men and women, and all the lords of the Philistines were there. And about 3,000 men and 
women were on the roof looking on while Samson was amusing them. 
 
Samson Is Avenged 
28 Then Samson called to the LORD and said, “O Lord [as]GOD, please remember me and please 
strengthen me just this time, O God, that I may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two 
eyes.” 29 Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and braced himself 
against them, the one with his right hand and the other with his left. 30 And Samson said, “Let me 
die with the Philistines!” And he bent with [at]all his might so that the house fell on the lords and 
all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than those whom 
he killed in his life. 31 Then his brothers and all his father’s household came down, took him, 
brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. 
Thus he had judged Israel twenty years. 
Footnotes: 

a. Judges 14:2 Lit up 
b. Judges 14:2 Lit mother, saying, 
c. Judges 14:3 Lit brothers 
d. Judges 14:3 Lit my 
e. Judges 14:3 Lit is right in my eyes 
f. Judges 14:6 Lit rushed upon 
g. Judges 14:7 Lit was right in Samson’s eyes 
h. Judges 14:9 Lit it 
i. Judges 14:9 Lit palms 
j. Judges 14:15 So with some ancient versions; Heb seventh 
k. Judges 14:19 Lit rushed upon 
l. Judges 14:20 Or best man 
m. Judges 15:2 Lit better 
n. Judges 15:2 Lit instead of her 
o. Judges 15:5 Lit them 
p. Judges 15:6 I.e. the Timnite 
q. Judges 15:8 Lit leg on thigh 
r. Judges 15:12 Lit fall upon me yourselves 
s. Judges 15:13 Lit him, saying 
t. Judges 15:14 Lit rushed upon 
u. Judges 15:14 Lit were melted 
v. Judges 15:15 Lit stretched out his hand 
w. Judges 15:15 Lit smote 
x. Judges 15:16 Lit Heap, two heaps; Heb is same root as donkey 
y. Judges 15:16 Lit smitten 
z. Judges 15:17 I.e. the high place of the jawbone 
aa. Judges 15:18 Or I shall...uncircumcised 
bb. Judges 15:18 Or or 
cc. Judges 15:19 Lit spirit 
dd. Judges 15:19 I.e. the spring of him who called 
ee. Judges 16:5 Lit by what 
ff. Judges 16:6 Lit by what 
gg. Judges 16:9 Lit smells 
hh. Judges 16:10 Lit by what 
ii. Judges 16:11 Lit with which work has not been done 
jj. Judges 16:12 Lit them 
kk. Judges 16:13 Lit by what 



ll. Judges 16:13 Lit head 
mm. Judges 16:13 The passage in brackets is found in Gr but not in any Heb mss 
nn. Judges 16:14 Lit head 
oo. Judges 16:16 Lit impatient to the point of 
pp. Judges 16:19 Lit head 
qq. Judges 16:25 Lit their heart was pleasant 
rr. Judges 16:25 Lit made sport before them 
ss. Judges 16:28 Heb YHWH, usually rendered Lord 
tt. Judges 16:30 Lit strength 

 
 
1 Samuel 28:1-19 
Saul Was Filled With The Spirit Until He Consulted A Fortune Teller 
Saul and the Spirit Medium 
1Now it came about in those days that the Philistines gathered their armed camps for war, to fight 
against Israel. And Achish said to David, “Know assuredly that you will go out with me in the 
camp, you and your men.” 2 David said to Achish, “Very well, you shall know what your servant 
can do.” So Achish said to David, “Very well, I will make you [a]my bodyguard for life.” 
 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. 
And Saul had removed from the land those who were mediums and spiritists. 4 So the Philistines 
gathered together and came and camped in Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel together and they 
camped in Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was afraid and his heart 
trembled greatly. 6 When Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by 
dreams or by Urim or by prophets. 7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek for me a woman who is 
a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is 
a woman who is a medium at En-dor.” 
 
8 Then Saul disguised himself by putting on other clothes, and went, he and two men with him, 
and they came to the woman by night; and he said, “Conjure up for me, please, and bring up for 
me whom I shall [b]name to you.” 9 But the woman said to him, “Behold, you know what Saul has 
done, how he has cut off those who are mediums and spiritists from the land. Why are you then 
laying a snare for my life to bring about my death?” 10 Saul vowed to her by the LORD, saying, 
“As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” 11 Then the woman said, 
“Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 12 When the woman 
saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice; and the woman spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have 
you deceived me? For you are Saul.” 13 The king said to her, “Do not be afraid; but what do you 
see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I see a [c]divine being coming up out of the earth.” 14 He said 
to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped with a 
robe.” And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and did 
homage. 
 
15 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul 
answered, “I am greatly distressed; for the Philistines are waging war against me, and God has 
departed from me and no longer answers me, either through prophets or by dreams; therefore I 
have called you, that you may make known to me what I should do.” 16 Samuel said, “Why then 
do you ask me, since the LORD has departed from you and has become your adversary? 17 The 
LORD has done [d]accordingly as He spoke through me; for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of 
your hand and given it to your neighbor, to David. 18 As you did not [e]obey the LORD and did not 
execute His fierce wrath on Amalek, so the LORD has done this thing to you this day. 19 Moreover 
the LORD will also give over Israel along with you into the hands of the Philistines, therefore 



tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. Indeed the LORD will give over the army of Israel 
into the hands of the Philistines!” 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Samuel 28:2 Lit keeper of my head 
b. 1 Samuel 28:8 Lit say 
c. 1 Samuel 28:13 Or god 
d. 1 Samuel 28:17 Lit for himself 
e. 1 Samuel 28:18 Lit listen to the voice of 

 
 
Acts 19:1-10 
All Who Live In Asia Minor Hear the Word Of The Lord 
Paul at Ephesus 
1It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came 
to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether [a]there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him 
who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized [b]in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 There were in all about twelve 
men. 
 
8 And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning 
and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were becoming hardened and 
disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the [c]people, he withdrew from them and took away 
the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 This took place for two years, so that all 
who lived in [d]Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 19:2 Or the Holy Spirit has been given 
b. Acts 19:5 Lit into 
c. Acts 19:9 Lit multitude 
d. Acts 19:10 I.e. west coast province of Asia Minor 

 
 
Today’s Sermon Topical Outline: The Four Major Points: 
The Holy Spirit is the: 

1. Abiding Possession of the Believer 
2. Activating Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Attracting Power of the Church 
4. Acknowledged Person of the Church 

 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12 
The Spiritual Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 2 You know that when 
you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make 
known to you that no one speaking [a]by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is [b]accursed”; and no one 
can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except [c]by the Holy Spirit. 
 



4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and 
the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 
persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to 
one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith [d]by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of 
[e]healing [f]by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the [g]effecting of [h]miracles, and to another 
prophecy, and to another the [i]distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 
 
12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For [j]by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
 
14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am 
not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason [k]any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear 
says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason [l]any the less 
a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each 
one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body 
be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, 
[m]it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and 
those members of the body which we [n]deem less honorable, [o]on these we bestow more abundant 
honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more 
presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more 
abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no [p]division in the body, but 
that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it; if one member is [q]honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
 
27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has [r]appointed in the 
church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then [s]miracles, then gifts of healings, 
helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not 
prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of [t]miracles, are they? 
30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not 
interpret, do they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. 
 
And I show you a still more excellent way. 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 12:3 Or in 
b. 1 Corinthians 12:3 Gr anathema 
c. 1 Corinthians 12:3 Or in 
d. 1 Corinthians 12:9 Or in 
e. 1 Corinthians 12:9 Lit healings 
f. 1 Corinthians 12:9 Or in 
g. 1 Corinthians 12:10 Lit effects 
h. 1 Corinthians 12:10 Or works of power 
i. 1 Corinthians 12:10 Lit distinguishings 
j. 1 Corinthians 12:13 Or in 
k. 1 Corinthians 12:15 Lit not a part 
l. 1 Corinthians 12:16 Lit not a part 



m. 1 Corinthians 12:22 Lit to a much greater degree the members 
n. 1 Corinthians 12:23 Or think to be 
o. 1 Corinthians 12:23 Or these we clothe with 
p. 1 Corinthians 12:25 Lit schism 
q. 1 Corinthians 12:26 Lit glorified 
r. 1 Corinthians 12:28 Lit set some in 
s. 1 Corinthians 12:28 Or works of power 
t. 1 Corinthians 12:29 Or works of power 

 
 
John 16:5-15  
The “Gift of the Spirit” is The Holy Spirit! 
The Holy Spirit Promised 
5 “But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 
6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 But I tell you the truth, 
it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the [a]Helper will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning 
sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and 
concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 
12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 But when He, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 
initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 All things that the 
Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you. 
Footnotes: 

1. John 16:7 Gr Paracletos, one called alongside to help; or Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor 
 
 
John 14:16-17 
Role of the Spirit 
16 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another [a]Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know 
Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 
Footnotes: 

1. John 14:16 Gr Paracletos, one called alongside to help; or Comforter, Advocate, 
Intercessor 

 
 
Peter Lawrence  
Author of “The Spirit Who Speaks: God's Supernatural Intervention in Your Life”  
As a faithful servant of God, Peter Lawrence reveals in this book how to experience a dynamic 
ministry by listening to God’s Spirit and praying for God’s intervention in people’s lives. 
  
Peter Lawrence was a vicar in the Church of England for many years until his death in 2009. As 
he began to write this book about living fully in the Spirit’s healing power, he was diagnosed with 
terminal cancer. Accepting God’s will with grace, he has left behind this moving account of the 
spiritual reality that radiated from him and touched many lives. 
  
Blending biblical teaching and self-effacing humor, Peter describes how he discovered the gift of 
receiving a "word" from God--and the amazing healings of spirit, mind, and body that resulted.  
 



 
Romans 6:1-7 
Believers Are Dead to Sin, Alive to God 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it never be! 
How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become [a]united with Him 
in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be [b]in the likeness of His resurrection, 
6 knowing this, that our old [c]self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be 
[d]done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is [e]freed 
from sin. 
Footnotes: 

a. Romans 6:5 Or united with the likeness 
b. Romans 6:5 Or with 
c. Romans 6:6 Gr anthropos 
d. Romans 6:6 Or made powerless 
e. Romans 6:7 Or acquitted 

 
 
1 Corinthians 11:17-22 
Paul Writes Concerning Disorderly Conduct During Communion 
17 But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better 
but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together [a]as a church, I hear that 
[b]divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it. 19 For there must also be factions among you, 
so that those who are approved may become [c]evident among you. 20 Therefore when you meet 
together, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper, 21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper 
first; and one is hungry and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and 
drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say 
to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you. 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 11:18 Lit in church 
b. 1 Corinthians 11:18 Lit schisms 
c. 1 Corinthians 11:19 Or manifest 

 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
All Christians Are Baptized Into One Body 
12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For [a]by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
Footnotes: 

1. 1 Corinthians 12:13 Or in 
 
 
 
Luke 16:19-31 
The Rich Man and Lazarus (The Poor Man) 
19 “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living 
in splendor every day. 20 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 
21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, 



even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22 Now the poor man died and was carried away 
by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and *saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And 
he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’ 25 But 
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 And [a]besides all 
this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from 
here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then 
I beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—in order 
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham 
*said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 But he said, ‘No, father 
Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If 
they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises 
from the dead.’” 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 16:26 Lit in all these things 
 
 
Galatians 5:16-26 
Fruits of The Spirit 
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 
[a]sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 
another, so that you may not do the things that you [b]please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you 
are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: [c]immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, [d]factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I 
forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who 
[e]belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also [f]walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, 
challenging one another, envying one another. 
Footnotes: 

a. Galatians 5:17 Lit lusts against 
b. Galatians 5:17 Lit wish 
c. Galatians 5:19 I.e. sexual immorality 
d. Galatians 5:20 Or heresies 
e. Galatians 5:24 Lit are of Christ Jesus 
f. Galatians 5:25 Or follow the Spirit 

 
 
Luke 4:1-30 
The Temptation of Jesus 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around [a]by the Spirit in the 
wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and 
when they had ended, He became hungry. 3 And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, tell this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT 
LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.’” 
 



5 And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of [b]the world in a moment of time. 6 And 
the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and [c]its glory; for it has been handed over 
to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore if You [d]worship before me, it shall all be 
Yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD AND 
SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 
 
9 And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 
“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 10 for it is written, 
 
‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU TO GUARD YOU,’ 
 
11 and, 
 
‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, 
SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 
 
12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO 
THE TEST.’” 
 
13 When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune time. 
 
Jesus’ Public Ministry 
14 And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all 
the surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 
16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered 
the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the [e]book of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to Him. And He opened the [f]book and found the place where it was written, 
 
18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. 
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, 
TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 
19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” 
 
20 And He closed the [g]book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your [h]hearing.” 22 And all were [i]speaking well of Him, and wondering at the 
[j]gracious words which [k]were falling from His lips; and they were saying, “Is this not Joseph’s 
son?” 23 And He said to them, “No doubt you will quote this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal 
yourself! Whatever we heard was done at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’” 24 And 
He said, “Truly I say to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown. 25 But I say to you in truth, 
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three years 
and six months, when a great famine came over all the land; 26 and yet Elijah was sent to none of 
them, but only to [l]Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there 
were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they 
heard these things; 29 and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of 
the hill on which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff. 30 But passing 
through their midst, He went His way. 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 4:1 Or under the influence of; lit in 



b. Luke 4:5 Lit the inhabited earth 
c. Luke 4:6 Lit their (referring to the kingdoms in v 5) 
d. Luke 4:7 Or bow down before 
e. Luke 4:17 Or scroll 
f. Luke 4:17 Or scroll 
g. Luke 4:20 Or scroll 
h. Luke 4:21 Lit ears 
i. Luke 4:22 Or testifying 
j. Luke 4:22 Or words of grace 
k. Luke 4:22 Lit were proceeding out of His mouth 
l. Luke 4:26 Gr Sarepta 

 
 
 
Romans 8 
Deliverance from Bondage 
8 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the 
Spirit of life [a]in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law 
could not do, [b]weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of 
[c]sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of 
the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is 
death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But 
if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 If Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is [d]alive because of righteousness. 11 But if 
the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies [e]through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
 
12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for 
if you are living according to the flesh, you [f]must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery [g]leading to fear again, but you have 
received [h]a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the 
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it, [i]in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its 
slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the 
whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, 
but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we 
have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But 
if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 
 



Our Victory in Christ 
26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who 
searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the [j]saints 
according to the will of God. 
 
28 And we know that [k]God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 
called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 
spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give 
us all things? 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who 
is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was [l]raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of [m]Christ? 
Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it 
is written, 
 
“FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; 
WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 
 
37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Footnotes: 

a. Romans 8:2 Or has set you free in Christ Jesus 
b. Romans 8:3 Lit in which it was weak 
c. Romans 8:3 Lit flesh of sin 
d. Romans 8:10 Lit life 
e. Romans 8:11 One early ms reads because of 
f. Romans 8:13 Or are going to 
g. Romans 8:15 Lit for fear again 
h. Romans 8:15 Or the Spirit 
i. Romans 8:20 Or in hope; because the creation 
j. Romans 8:27 Or holy ones 
k. Romans 8:28 One early ms reads all things work together for good 
l. Romans 8:34 One early ms reads raised from the dead 
m. Romans 8:35 Two early mss read God 

 
 
 
Philippians 1:6 
6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Overwhelming Love of God 
“Reckless Love”  by Cory Asbury 
Listen to “Reckless Love” on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc6SSHuZvQE 
 
Lyrics for “Reckless Love” 
Before I spoke a word, You were singing over me 
You have been so, so good to me 
Before I took a breath, You breathed Your life in me 
You have been so, so kind to me 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God 
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it, and I don't deserve it, still, You give Yourself away 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God, yeah 
When I was Your foe, still Your love fought for me 
You have been so, so good to me 
When I felt no worth, You paid it all for me 
You have been so, so kind to me 
And oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God 
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine 
And I couldn't earn it, and I don't deserve it, still, You give Yourself away 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God, yeah 
There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 
There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 
There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 
There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God 
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine 
And I couldn't earn it, I don't deserve it, still, You give Yourself away 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God, yeah 
 
Songwriters: Caleb Culver / Cory Asbury / Ran Jackson 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc6SSHuZvQE


 
John 18:10-27 
10 Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right 
ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus. 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; 
the cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?” 
 
Jesus before the Priests 
12 So the Roman [a]cohort and the [b]commander and the officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus and 
bound Him, 13 and led Him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high 
priest that year. 14 Now Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was expedient for 
one man to die on behalf of the people. 
 
15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that disciple was known to 
the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, 16 but Peter was standing at 
the door outside. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to 
the doorkeeper, and brought Peter in. 17 Then the slave-girl who kept the door *said to Peter, “You 
are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He *said, “I am not.” 18 Now the slaves and the 
officers were standing there, having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were warming 
themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and warming himself. 
 
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching. 20 Jesus 
answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world; I always taught in [c]synagogues and in the 
temple, where all the Jews come together; and I spoke nothing in secret. 21 Why do you question 
Me? Question those who have heard what I spoke to them; they know what I said.” 22 When He 
had said this, one of the officers standing nearby struck Jesus, saying, “Is that the way You answer 
the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if 
rightly, why do you strike Me?” 24 So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Peter’s Denial of Jesus 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You are not also 
one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it, and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the slaves of the high 
priest, being a relative of the one whose ear Peter cut off, *said, “Did I not see you in the garden 
with Him?” 27 Peter then denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed. 
Footnotes: 

a. John 18:12 Or battalion 
b. John 18:12 I.e. chiliarch, in command of a thousand troops 
c. John 18:20 Lit a synagogue 

 
 
Acts 2:14-47 
After Denying Jesus Three Times Peter Stands Up Before The Crowd and Preaches Jesus. 
Peter’s Sermon can be read at the beginning of these references. 
 
 
 2 Timothy 2:1-13 
Be Strong 
2 You therefore, my [a]son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 The things which you 
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be 
able to teach others also. 3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier 
in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one 
who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 Also if anyone competes as an athlete, he [b]does not win the prize 
unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hard-working farmer ought to be the first to 



receive his share of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 
everything. 
 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel, 
9 [c]for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not 
imprisoned. 10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they 
also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 11 It is a 
trustworthy statement: 
 
For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 
12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; 
If we [d]deny Him, He also will deny us; 
13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. 
Footnotes: 

a. 2 Timothy 2:1 Or child 
b. 2 Timothy 2:5 Lit is not crowned 
c. 2 Timothy 2:9 Lit in which 
d. 2 Timothy 2:12 Lit will deny 
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