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Acts 21:15-30 
Paul at Jerusalem 
17 After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 And the following day Paul 
went in with us to [a]James, and all the elders were present. 19 After he had greeted them, he began 
to relate one by one the things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 
20 And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, “You see, brother, 
how many [b]thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all 
zealous for the Law; 21 and they have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who 
are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children nor to 
[c]walk according to the customs. 22 What, then, is to be done? They will certainly hear that you 
have come. 23 Therefore do this that we tell you. We have four men who [d]are under a vow; 24 take 
them and purify yourself along with them, and [e]pay their expenses so that they may shave their 
[f]heads; and all will know that there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, 
but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law. 25 But concerning the Gentiles who have 
believed, we wrote, having decided that they should abstain from [g]meat sacrificed to idols and 
from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication.” 26 Then Paul [h]took the men, and the 
next day, purifying himself along with them, went into the temple giving notice of the completion 
of the days of purification, until the sacrifice was offered for each one of them. 
 
Paul Seized in the Temple 
27 When the seven days were almost over, the Jews from [i]Asia, upon seeing him in the temple, 
began to stir up all the crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, come to our 
aid! This is the man who preaches to all men everywhere against our people and the Law and this 
place; and besides he has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 
29 For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him, and they supposed 
that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city was provoked, and [j]the people 
rushed together, and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out of the temple, and immediately the 
doors were shut.  
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 21:18 Or Jacob 
b. Acts 21:20 Lit ten thousands 
c. Acts 21:21 I.e. observe or live by 
d. Acts 21:23 Lit have a vow on them 
e. Acts 21:24 Lit spend on them 
f. Acts 21:24 Lit head 
g. Acts 21:25 Lit the thing 
h. Acts 21:26 Or took the men the next day, and purifying himself 
i. Acts 21:27 I.e. west coast province of Asia Minor 
j. Acts 21:30 Lit a running together of the people occurred 

 
 
  



Poem “As You Go Through Life” by Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
 
Don't look for the flaws as you go through life;  
   And even when you find them,  
It is wise and kind to be somewhat blind  
   And look for the virtue behind them.  
For the cloudiest night has a hint of light  
   Somewhere in its shadows hiding;  
It is better by far to hunt for a star,  
   Than the spots on the sun abiding.  
 
The current of life runs ever away  
   To the bosom of God's great ocean.  
Don't set your force 'gainst the river's course  
   And think to alter its motion.  
Don't waste a curse on the universe--  
   Remember it lived before you.  
Don't butt at the storm with your puny form,  
   But bend and let it go o'er you.  
 
The world will never adjust itself  
   To suit your whims to the letter.  
Some things must go wrong your whole life long,  
   And the sooner you know it the better.  
It is folly to fight with the Infinite,  
   And go under at last in the wrestle;  
The wiser man shapes into God's plan  
   As water shapes into a vessel.  
 
Kingdom of love and How Salvator won by Ella Wheeler Wilcox.  
Chicago, W.B. Conkey company [1902].  
 
 
 
 
 
Lessons To Be Learned Today: 

1. You can’t please everybody 
2. Our prejudice will blind us to the truth 
3. No failure ever has to be final. Failure is not an Undertaker it is a Teacher. 

 
 
  



 

  
Betsy Devous, Secretary of Education 
To see Betsy Devous’ biography follow the link below to the US Department of Education 
Website: https://www2.ed.gov/news/staff/bios/devos.html?src=hp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Wesley, an English cleric and theologian who founded Methodism 
See more information about John Wesley on the Wikipedia website at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Creasey, (17 September 1908 – 9 June 1973), author of 564 mystery novels had 743 
rejections before publishing his first book. See more information about John Creasey on the 
Wikipedia website at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Creasey 
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Yogi Berra, (Lawrence Peter "Yogi" Berra, May 12, 1925 – September 22, 2015)  
See more information about Yogi Berra on the baseball hall of fame website at: 
https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/berra-yogi 
and at the Baseball-Reference.com website at:  
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/berrayo01.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul Harvey Aurandt (September 4, 1918 – February 28, 2009), better known as Paul Harvey, 
was an American radio broadcaster for the ABC Radio Networks from 1952 through 2008. See 
more information about Paul Harvey on the Wikipedia website at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Harvey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New American Standard Bible (NASB)  
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman 
Foundation 
 

https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/berra-yogi
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/berrayo01.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Harvey

	Acts 21:15-30
	Paul at Jerusalem
	Paul Seized in the Temple
	Footnotes:



