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Definition of Biblical Faith: Faith is a human response to a divine revelation. 
 
 
Important Points: 

1. True faith begins with a divine revelation from God. (Not a desire, not a plan, not a 
scheme, not an idea we have) 
a. The first part of the revelation from God will be a revelation of His character. 
b. He is going to reveal to us the part of His nature/character that we need to 

believe in to do what He has asked us to do. 
 
 
 

 
Saint Agustine of Hippo 
Artwork from http://www.nationaltrustcollections.org.uk/object/1257059, Public Domain, 
Learn more about Saint Augustine on Wikipedia at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo 
 
The following passage is taken from “The Confessions of Saint Augustine” (401 AD), Book 
1, Translated by Edward Bouverie Pusey 
 
 “Grant me, Lord, to know and understand which is first, to call on Thee or to praise Thee? And, 
again, to know Thee or to call on Thee? For who can call on Thee, not knowing Thee? For he 
that knoweth Thee not, may call on Thee as other than Thou art. Or, is it rather, that we call on 
Thee that we may know Thee? But how shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
Or how shall they believe without a preacher? “  
 
You can read more of “The Confessions of Saint Augustine” writings on Sacred-texts.com 
at: http://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/augconf/aug01.htm 
 
 
Matthew 4:1-11 
The Temptation of Jesus 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after 
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He [a]then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
http://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/augconf/aug01.htm


answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD 
THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’” 
 
5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6 and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
 
‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; 
and 
‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, 
SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 
 
7 Jesus said to him, “[b]On the other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD 
TO THE TEST.’” 
 
8 Again, the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down 
and [c]worship me.” 10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL 
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND [d]SERVE  HIM ONLY.’” 11 Then the devil *left Him; and 
behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 4:2 Lit later became; or afterward became 
b. Matthew 4:7 Lit Again 
c. Matthew 4:9 Lit prostrate Yourself 
d. Matthew 4:10 Or fulfill religious duty to Him 

 
 
Romans 4 
Justification by Faith Evidenced in Old Testament 
1What then shall we say that Abraham, [a]our forefather according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if 
Abraham was justified [b]by works, he has something to boast about, but not [c]before God. 3 For 
what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is 
due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 
is credited as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God 
credits righteousness apart from works: 
 
7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, 
AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. 
8 “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.” 
 
9 Is this blessing then on [d]the circumcised, or on [e]the uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH 
WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 10 How then was it credited? While he was 
[f]circumcised, or [g]uncircumcised? Not while [h]circumcised, but while [i]uncircumcised; 11 and 
he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which [j]he had while 
uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that 
righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only 
are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which 
[k]he had while uncircumcised. 
 
13 For the promise to Abraham or to his [l]descendants that he would be heir of the world was not 
[m]through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are [n]of the Law 



are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, but 
where there is no law, there also is no violation. 
 
16 For this reason it is [o]by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the 
promise will be guaranteed to all the [p]descendants, not only to [q]those who are of the Law, but 
also to [r]those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 (as it is written, “A 
FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU”) in the presence of Him whom he believed, even 
God, who gives life to the dead and [s]calls into being that which does not exist. 18 In hope against 
hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had 
been spoken, “SO SHALL YOUR [t]DESCENDANTS BE.” 19 Without becoming weak in faith he 
contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and 
the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in 
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully assured that what God 
had promised, He was able also to perform. 22 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 23 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 24 but for 
our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, 25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised 
because of our justification. 
Footnotes: 

a. Romans 4:1 Or our forefather, has found according to the flesh 
b. Romans 4:2 Lit out of 
c. Romans 4:2 Lit toward 
d. Romans 4:9 Lit circumcision 
e. Romans 4:9 Lit uncircumcision 
f. Romans 4:10 Lit in circumcision 
g. Romans 4:10 Lit in uncircumcision 
h. Romans 4:10 Lit in circumcision 
i. Romans 4:10 Lit in uncircumcision 
j. Romans 4:11 Lit was in uncircumcision 
k. Romans 4:12 Lit was in uncircumcision 
l. Romans 4:13 Lit seed 
m. Romans 4:13 Or through law 
n. Romans 4:14 Or of law 
o. Romans 4:16 Or out of 
p. Romans 4:16 Lit seed 
q. Romans 4:16 Lit that which is 
r. Romans 4:16 Lit that which is 
s. Romans 4:17 Lit calls the things which do not exist as existing 
t. Romans 4:18 Lit seed 

 
 
Hebrews 13:8-9 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be carried away by varied 
and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
through which those who [a]were so occupied were not benefited.  
 
 
Joshua 5:13-15 
Joshua Encouraged Through a Vision Before the Taking of Jericho 
13 Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to 
him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” 14 He said, “No; rather I indeed 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=heb+13%3A8-9&version=NASB#fen-NASB-30251a


come now as captain of the host of the LORD.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and 
bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say to his servant?” 15 The captain of the 
LORD’S host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 
 
 
Mark 6:33-52 
Five Thousand Fed 
33 The people saw them going, and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from all 
the cities, and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus went [a]ashore, He saw a large crowd, and 
He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to 
teach them many things. 35 When it was already quite late, His disciples came to Him and said, 
“[b]This place is desolate and it is already quite late; 36 send them away so that they may go into 
the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves [c]something to eat.” 37 But He 
answered them, “You give them something to eat!” And they *said to Him, “Shall we go and 
spend two hundred [d]denarii on bread and give them something to eat?” 38 And He *said to them, 
“How many loaves do you have? Go look!” And when they found out, they *said, “Five, and two 
fish.” 39 And He commanded them all to [e]sit down by groups on the green grass. 40 They [f]sat 
down in groups of hundreds and of fifties. 41 And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and 
looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to 
the disciples to set before them; and He divided up the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate 
and were satisfied, 43 and they picked up twelve full baskets of the broken pieces, and also of the 
fish. 44 There were five thousand men who ate the loaves. 
 
Jesus Walks on the Water 
45 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side 
to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away. 46 After bidding them farewell, He 
left for the mountain to pray. 
 
47 When it was evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and He was alone on the land. 
48 Seeing them [g]straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the [h]fourth watch 
of the night He *came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended to pass by them. 49 But when 
they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; 50 for they all 
saw Him and were [i]terrified. But immediately He spoke with them and *said to them, “Take 
courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” 51 Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; 
and they were utterly astonished, 52 for they [j]had not gained any insight from the incident of the 
loaves, but [k]their heart was hardened. 
Footnotes: 

a. Mark 6:34 Lit out 
b. Mark 6:35 Lit The 
c. Mark 6:36 Lit what they may eat 
d. Mark 6:37 The denarius was equivalent to one day’s wage 
e. Mark 6:39 Lit recline 
f. Mark 6:40 Lit reclined 
g. Mark 6:48 Lit harassed in rowing 
h. Mark 6:48 I.e. 3-6 a.m. 
i. Mark 6:50 Or troubled 
j. Mark 6:52 Lit had not understood on the basis of 
k. Mark 6:52 Or their mind was closed, made dull, or insensible 

  
 
  



Greek Word Study “insight or considered” (depending on which edition you read) 
According to “Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (2001)”, the word 
“insight or considered” found in Mark 6:52 is translated from the Greek word suniemi  
G-4920. suniemi,   soon-ee'-ay-mee;  
 from G-4862 (sun) and  hiemi (to send); to put together, i.e. (mentally) to 

comprehend; by implication to act piously:--consider, understand, be wise. Primarily, 
to bring or set together and is used metaphorically of perceiving, understanding, 
uniting the perception with what is perceived.  

.... G-4862. sun,   soon;  
 Denoting union; with or together (but much closer than meta G-3326 or para G-

3844), i.e. by association, companionship, process, resemblance, possession, 
instrumentality, addition etc.:--beside, with. In composition it has similar 
applications, including completeness. 

 
Greek Word Study “hardened” 
According to “Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (2001)”, the word 
“hardened” found in Mark 6:52 is translated from the Greek word poroo  
G-4456. poroo,   po-ro'-o;  
 From  poros (a kind of stone); to petrify, i.e. figuratively to indurate (render stupid 

or callous):--blind, harden. Primarily signifies “to harden” from poros “a thick skin” 
to make hard, callous.  Is used metaphorically of the heart.  

 
 
Philippians 4:10-13 
God’s Provisions (Living with little, Living with a lot) 
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak [a]from want, 
for I have learned to be [b]content in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along 
with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I 
have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering 
need. 13 I can do all things [c]through Him who strengthens me.  
Footnotes: 

a. Philippians 4:11 Lit according to 
b. Philippians 4:11 Or self-sufficient 
c. Philippians 4:13 Lit in 

 
 
Matthew 6:25-33 
The Cure for Anxiety (Seek His Kingdom and God Will Provide for Your Needs) 
25 “For this reason I say to you, [a]do not be worried about your [b]life, as to what you will eat or 
what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the [c]air, that they do not sow, nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more 
than they? 27 And who of you by being worried can add a single [d]hour to his [e]life? 28 And why 
are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do 
they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of 
these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 Do not worry then, 
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For 
the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33 But [f]seek first [g]His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
[h]added to you. 



Footnotes: 
a. Matthew 6:25 Or stop being worried 
b. Matthew 6:25 Lit soul 
c. Matthew 6:26 Lit heaven 
d. Matthew 6:27 Lit cubit (approx 18 in.) 
e. Matthew 6:27 Or height 
f. Matthew 6:33 Or continually seek 
g. Matthew 6:33 Or the kingdom 
h. Matthew 6:33 Or provided 

 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
The Great Commission 
19 [a]Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you [b]always, even to the end of the age.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 28:19 Or Having gone; Gr aorist part. 
b. Matthew 28:20 Lit all the days 

 
 
 
New American Standard Bible (NASB)  
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman 
Foundation 
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