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Matthew 25:14-30 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Parable of the Talents 
14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his 
possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five [a]talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each 
according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 16 Immediately the one who had received 
the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. 17 In the same manner the 
one who had received the two talents gained two more. 18 But he who received the one talent went 
away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his [b]master’s money. 
 
19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves *came and *settled accounts with them. 20 The 
one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your [c]master.’ 
 
22 “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two 
talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ 
 
24 “And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be 
a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. 25 And I 
was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 
 
26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where 
I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. 27 Then you ought to have put my money [d]in 
the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest. 28 Therefore take 
away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’ 
 
29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one 
who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 30 Throw out the worthless slave 
into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 25:15 A talent was worth about fifteen years’ wages of a laborer 
b. Matthew 25:18 Or lord’s 
c. Matthew 25:21 Or lord 
d. Matthew 25:27 Lit to the bankers 

 
 
Acts 8:26-40 New International Version (NIV) 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, 
an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 
Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in 



his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and 
stay near it.” 
 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and 
sit with him. 
 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 

 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 
news about Jesus. 
 
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to stop the 
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at 
Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 8:27 That is, from the southern Nile region 
b. Acts 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 (see Septuagint) 
c. Acts 8:37 Some manuscripts include here Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, 

you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
 
 
Five Principles of Sharing Our Faith 

1. Obedience to God’s call 
2. Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s leading 
3. Knowledge of Scripture and application 
4. Be ready and have a strategy for sharing 
5. Clarification and commitment 

 
 
1 Samuel 15:22 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
22 Samuel said, 
 
“Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to heed than the fat of rams. 
 
 



1 Peter 3:15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
15 but [a]sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a [b]defense to everyone 
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and [c]reverence;  
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Peter 3:15 I.e. set apart 
b. 1 Peter 3:15 Or argument; or explanation 
c. 1 Peter 3:15 Or fear 

 
 
Romans 3:23 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
23 for all [a]have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
Footnotes: 

a. Romans 3:23 Or sinned 
 
 
Romans 6:23 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
John 6:47 English Standard Version (ESV) 
47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.  
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