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Romans 13:1-10 
Be Subject to Government 
1 Every [a]person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
[b]from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore [c]whoever resists authority 
has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon 
themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for [d]good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to 
have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a 
minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the 
sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who 
practices evil. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also 
for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, 
devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
 
8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves [e]his neighbor has fulfilled 
the law. 9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL 
NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in 
this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love [f]does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
Footnotes: 

a. Romans 13:1 Or soul 
b. Romans 13:1 Lit by 
c. Romans 13:2 Lit he who 
d. Romans 13:3 Lit good work 
e. Romans 13:8 Lit the other 
f. Romans 13:10 Lit works no evil 

 
 
James 2:1-13 
The Sin of Partiality 
2 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of 
personal favoritism. 2 For if a man comes into your [a]assembly with a gold ring and dressed in 
[b]fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 3 and you [c]pay special 
attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and 
you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil [d]motives? 5 Listen, my 
beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor [e]of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is 
it not the rich who oppress you and [f]personally drag you into [g]court? 7 Do they not blaspheme 
the fair name [h]by which you have been called? 
 
8 If, however, you are fulfilling the [i]royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin 
and are convicted by the [j]law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole [k]law and yet 
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT 



ADULTERY,” also said, “DO NOT COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do 
commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the [l]law. 12 So speak and so act as those who 
are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no 
mercy; mercy [m]triumphs over judgment. 
Footnotes: 

a. James 2:2 Or synagogue 
b. James 2:2 Or bright 
c. James 2:3 Lit look at 
d. James 2:4 Lit reasonings 
e. James 2:5 Lit to the 
f. James 2:6 Lit they themselves 
g. James 2:6 Lit courts 
h. James 2:7 Lit which has been called upon you 
i. James 2:8 Or law of our King 
j. James 2:9 Or Law 
k. James 2:10 Or Law 
l. James 2:11 Or Law 
m. James 2:13 Lit boasts against 

 
 
Song “Jesus, Friend of Sinners” 
by Casting Crowns 
 
Jesus, friend of sinners, we have strayed so far away 
We cut down people in your name but the sword was never ours to swing 
Jesus, friend of sinners, the truth's become so hard to see 
The world is on their way to You but they're tripping over me 
Always looking around but never looking up I'm so double minded 
A plank eyed saint with dirty hands and a heart divided 
 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners 
Open our eyes to the world at the end of our pointing fingers 
Let our hearts be led by mercy 
Help us reach with open hearts and open doors 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners, break our hearts for what breaks yours 
 
Yeah 
 
Jesus, friend of sinners, the one who's writing in the sand 
Make the righteous turn away and the stones fall from their hands 
Help us to remember we are all the least of thieves 
Let the memory of Your mercy bring Your people to their knees 
No one knows what we're for only against when we judge the wounded 
What if we put down our signs crossed over the lines and loved like You did 
 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners 
Open our eyes to world at the end of our pointing fingers 
Let our hearts be led by mercy 
Help us reach with open hearts and open doors 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners, break our hearts for what breaks yours 
 



You love every lost cause; you reach for the outcast 
For the leper and the lame; they're the reason that You came 
Lord I was that lost cause and I was the outcast 
But you died for sinners just like me, a grateful leper at Your feet 
 
'Cause You are good, You are good and Your love endures forever 
You are good, You are good and Your love endures forever 
You are good, You are good and Your love endures forever 
You are good, You are good and Your love endures forever 
 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners 
Open our eyes to world at the end of our pointing fingers 
Let our hearts be led by mercy 
Help us reach with open hearts and open doors 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners, break our hearts for what breaks Yours 
 
And I was the lost 'cause and I was the outcast 
Yeah 
You died for sinners just like me, a grateful leper at Your feet 
 
Songwriters: John Mark Hall / Matthew West 
 
You can listen to the song “Jesus, Friend of Sinners” on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BY6VAy9y_iQ 
 
You can also see additional information about the group “Casting Crowns” on their website at 
https://castingcrowns.com/ 
 
 
Ephesians 5 
Be Imitators of God 
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved 
[a]you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God [b]as a fragrant aroma. 
 
3 But immorality [c]or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper 
among [d]saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not 
fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with certainty, that no [e]immoral or impure 
person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them; 8 for you were formerly 
darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light 
consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 10 [f]trying to learn what is pleasing to the 
Lord. 11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even [g]expose them; 
12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all 
things become visible when they are [h]exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. 14 For this reason [i]it says, 
 
“Awake, sleeper, 
And arise from the dead, 
And Christ will shine on you.” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BY6VAy9y_iQ
https://castingcrowns.com/


15 Therefore [j]be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 [k]making the most of 
your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, [l]for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 
Spirit, 19 speaking to [m]one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to [n]God, even the Father; 21 [o]and be subject to one another in the [p]fear of Christ. 
 
Marriage Like Christ and the Church 
22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as 
the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 
 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 
26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that 
He might present to Himself the church [q]in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are 
members of His body. 31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND 
SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32 This mystery is great; 
but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among 
you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she [r]respects her 
husband. 
Footnotes: 

a. Ephesians 5:2 One early ms reads us 
b. Ephesians 5:2 Lit for an odor of fragrance 
c. Ephesians 5:3 Lit and all 
d. Ephesians 5:3 Or holy ones 
e. Ephesians 5:5 I.e. one who commits sexual immorality 
f. Ephesians 5:10 Lit proving what 
g. Ephesians 5:11 Or reprove 
h. Ephesians 5:13 Or reproved 
i. Ephesians 5:14 Or He 
j. Ephesians 5:15 Lit look carefully 
k. Ephesians 5:16 Lit redeeming the time 
l. Ephesians 5:18 Lit in which is 
m. Ephesians 5:19 Or yourselves 
n. Ephesians 5:20 Lit the God and Father 
o. Ephesians 5:21 Lit being subject 
p. Ephesians 5:21 Or reverence 
q. Ephesians 5:27 Lit glorious 
r. Ephesians 5:33 Lit fear 

 
 
Mark 12:28-34 
28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them 
well, asked Him, “What commandment is the [a]foremost of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The 
foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE 
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ 31 The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 The scribe said to Him, 
“Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that HE IS ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDES HIM; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph+5&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29338r


33 AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE 
STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE’S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, He said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” After that, no one would venture to ask Him any more questions. 
Footnotes: 

a. Mark 12:28 Or first 
 
 
Matthew 6:25-34 
The Cure for Anxiety 
25 “For this reason I say to you, [a]do not be worried about your [b]life, as to what you will eat or 
what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the [c]air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than 
they? 27 And who of you by being worried can add a single [d]hour to his [e]life? 28 And why are 
you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they 
spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 Do not worry then, saying, 
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For the 
Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33 But [f]seek first [g]His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
[h]added to you. 
 
34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will [i]care for itself. [j]Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 6:25 Or stop being worried 
b. Matthew 6:25 Lit soul 
c. Matthew 6:26 Lit heaven 
d. Matthew 6:27 Lit cubit (approx 18 in.) 
e. Matthew 6:27 Or height 
f. Matthew 6:33 Or continually seek 
g. Matthew 6:33 Or the kingdom 
h. Matthew 6:33 Or provided 
i. Matthew 6:34 Lit worry about itself 
j. Matthew 6:34 Lit Sufficient for the day is its evils 

 
 
 
“The high tech world is full of bright shiny things”  
is from the song “Tonight I Just Need My Guitar” by Jimmy Buffett 
 
Lyrics 
Gulf coast nights, flounder lights 
I'm back on the Eastern shore 
With my history of wrecks 
I think It's time to check 
The crab trap of life once more 
Need is a relative thing these days 
It borders on desire 
The high tech world is full of bright 



shiny things 
We think that we really require 
Sometimes more than others 
You see who and what and where 
You are 
I'm a one-man band with no 
Immediate plans 
Tonight I just need my guitar 
Don't need to feel important or famous 
No limos or my little Nash car 
One lucky man 
With my feet in the sand 
Tonight I just need my guitar 
 
Songwriters: Buffett / McAnally 
 
You can listen to the song “Tonight I Just Need My Guitar” on You Tube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VyFClnRHoI&list=RD1VyFClnRHoI&t=40 
 
 
 
New American Standard Bible (NASB) Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VyFClnRHoI&list=RD1VyFClnRHoI&t=40

	Romans 13:1-10
	Be Subject to Government
	Footnotes:


	James 2:1-13
	The Sin of Partiality
	Footnotes:


	Ephesians 5
	Be Imitators of God
	Marriage Like Christ and the Church
	Footnotes:


	Mark 12:28-34
	Footnotes:

	Matthew 6:25-34
	The Cure for Anxiety
	Footnotes:



