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Ephesians 5:22-33 (NASB 1977) 
Marriage Like Christ and the Church 
22Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the 
wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24But as 
the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.  
 
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 
26that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He 
might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; 
but that she should be holy and blameless. 28So husbands ought also to love their own wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29for no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30because we are members of 
His body. 31FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND 
SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32This 
mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let 
each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that 
she respect her husband. 
 
 
Marriage between a man and a woman is an earthly representation for the relationship 
Jesus Christ has with His church. 
 
 
Acts 20:35 (NASB Revised) 
More Blessed To Give 
35 In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’” 
 
 
Word Study Ephesians 5:25-33 (NASB 1977) 
 The word “love” found in 5:25 is translated from the Greek word agape. Agape means 
 doing something that is beneficial or charitable for another person no matter how you feel 
 about it. It has nothing to do with emotions. It is knowing the right thing to do and doing it. 
 
 The Greek word for “sanctify” found in 5:25 means “to withdraw from fellowship with 
 the world to gain fellowship with God.” 
 
 The Greek word for “cleansed” found in 5:26 means “to be freed from filth.”  
 Also “Catharsis:” noun (kuh-thahr-sis) From the Greek κάθαρσις katharsis meaning 
 "purification" or "cleansing" is the purification and purgation of emotions. It involves both 
 a powerful emotional component in which strong emotions are felt and expressed, as well 
 as a cognitive component in which the individual gains new insights. The purpose of such 
 catharsis is to bring about some form of positive change in the individual's life. For more 
 information about catharsis: https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-catharsis-2794968 

https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-catharsis-2794968


 
 The Greek word for “washing” found in 5:26 means “to bathe.” 
 
 The Greek word for “word” found in 5:26 is rhema. Rhema means “the spoken word.” 
 
 Illustration of the word “present” found in 5:27 is to pull back the curtain on a grand 
 masterpiece that has been created by great works. 
 
 The Greek word for the word “glory” found in 5:27 means “glorious works”. 
 
 The Greek word for the word “spot” found in 5:27 means “moral blemish”. It literally 
 means sin and imperfections that we can do something about that don’t line up with the 
 nature of Jesus Christ. 
 
 The Greek word for the word “holy” found in 5:27 means “saved”. 
 
 The Greek word for the word “blameless” found in 5:27 means “absence of anything or 
 any myth that would render your sacrifice unworthy”. 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 3:9 
9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s [a]field, God’s building. 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 3:9 Or cultivated land 
 
 
 
Luke 21:1-4 
The Widow’s Gift 
1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 2 And He saw a poor 
widow putting [a]in two [b]small copper coins. 3 And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow 
put in more than all of them; 4 for they all out of their [c]surplus put into the [d]offering; but she out 
of her poverty put in all [e]that she had to live on.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 21:2 Lit there 
b. Luke 21:2 Gr lepta 
c. Luke 21:4 Or abundance 
d. Luke 21:4 Lit gifts 
e. Luke 21:4 Lit the living that she had 

 
 
 
Mark 2:14-17 
The Healthy Don’t Need a Physician 
14 As He passed by, He saw [a]Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and He *said to 
him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him. 
 
15 And it *[b]happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax collectors and 
[c]sinners [d]were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and they were 
following Him. 16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and 
tax collectors, they said to His disciples, “Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and 



[e]sinners?” 17 And hearing this, Jesus *said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Mark 2:14 also called Matthew 
b. Mark 2:15 Lit happens 
c. Mark 2:15 I.e. irreligious Jews 
d. Mark 2:15 Lit were reclining with 
e. Mark 2:16 I.e. irreligious Jews 

 
 
 
Three Applications: 

1. We are to love the church like we love our own body 
2. We are to nourish the church (feed, care for) 
3. We are to cherish the church (put above others) 
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