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Matthew 25:31-46 
The Judgment 
31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on 
His glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them 
from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep 
on His right, and the goats on the left. 
 
34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave 
Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you 
invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and 
you came to Me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and 
feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see You a stranger, 
and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come 
to You?’ 40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it 
to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 
 
41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire 
which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me 
nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not 
invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ 
44 Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not [a]take care of You?’ 45 Then He will answer 
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to Me.’ 46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 25:44 Or serve 
 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
The Great Commission 
16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 
17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus came up and 
spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 [a]Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you [b]always, even to the end of the age.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 28:19 Or Having gone; Gr aorist part. 
b. Matthew 28:20 Lit all the days 

 
 
  



Isaiah 55:6-13 
6 Seek the LORD while He may be found; 
Call upon Him while He is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake his way 
And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
And let him return to the LORD, 
And He will have compassion on him, 
And to our God, 
For He will abundantly pardon. 
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your ways 
And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
And do not return there without watering the earth 
And making it bear and sprout, 
And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 
11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; 
It will not return to Me empty, 
Without accomplishing what I desire, 
And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 
12 “For you will go out with joy 
And be led forth with peace; 
The mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, 
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
13 “Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will come up, 
And instead of the nettle the myrtle will come up, 
And [a]it will be a [b]memorial to the LORD, 
For an everlasting sign which will not be cut off.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Isaiah 55:13 I.e. the transformation of the desert 
b. Isaiah 55:13 Lit name 

 
 
Genesis 1 
The Creation 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was [a]formless and void, and 
darkness was over the [b]surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was [c]moving over the 
[d]surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light day, and 
the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day. 
 
6 Then God said, “Let there be [e]an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7 God made the [f]expanse, and separated the waters which were below 
the [g]expanse from the waters which were above the [h]expanse; and it was so. 8 God called the 
[i]expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. 
 
9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry 
land appear”; and it was so. 10 God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He 
called seas; and God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth sprout [j]vegetation, 
[k]plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after [l]their kind [m]with seed in 



them”; and it was so. 12 The earth brought forth [n]vegetation, [o]plants yielding seed after [p]their 
kind, and trees bearing fruit [q]with seed in them, after [r]their kind; and God saw that it was good. 
13 There was evening and there was morning, a third day. 
 
14 Then God said, “Let there be [s]lights in the [t]expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let them be for 
[u]lights in the [v]expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 God made the 
two [w]great lights, the greater [x]light [y]to govern the day, and the lesser [z]light [aa]to govern the 
night; He made the stars also. 17 God placed them in the [ab]expanse of the heavens to give light on 
the earth, 18 and [ac]to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and 
God saw that it was good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 
 
20 Then God said, “Let the waters [ad]teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth [ae]in the open [af]expanse of the heavens.” 21 God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every 
winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 There was 
evening and there was morning, a fifth day. 
 
24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures after [ag]their kind: cattle and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth after [ah]their kind”; and it was so. 25 God made the beasts of the 
earth after [ai]their kind, and the cattle after [aj]their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground 
after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 
 
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the [ak]sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the [al]sky and over every living thing that [am]moves on the earth.” 
29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the [an]surface of 
all the earth, and every tree [ao]which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 30 and to 
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the [ap]sky and to everything that [aq]moves on the 
earth [ar]which has life, I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so. 31 God saw all that 
He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 
Footnotes: 

a. Genesis 1:2 Or a waste and emptiness 
b. Genesis 1:2 Lit face of 
c. Genesis 1:2 Or hovering 
d. Genesis 1:2 Lit face of 
e. Genesis 1:6 Or a firmament 
f. Genesis 1:7 Or firmament 
g. Genesis 1:7 Or firmament 
h. Genesis 1:7 Or firmament 
i. Genesis 1:8 Or firmament 
j. Genesis 1:11 Or grass 
k. Genesis 1:11 Or herbs 
l. Genesis 1:11 Lit its 
m. Genesis 1:11 Lit in which is its seed 
n. Genesis 1:12 Or grass 
o. Genesis 1:12 Or herbs 



p. Genesis 1:12 Lit its 
q. Genesis 1:12 Lit in which is its seed 
r. Genesis 1:12 Lit its 
s. Genesis 1:14 Or luminaries, light-bearers 
t. Genesis 1:14 Or firmament 
u. Genesis 1:15 Or luminaries, light-bearers 
v. Genesis 1:15 Or firmament 
w. Genesis 1:16 Or luminaries, light-bearers 
x. Genesis 1:16 Or luminary, light-bearer 
y. Genesis 1:16 Lit for the dominion of 
z. Genesis 1:16 Or luminary, light-bearer 
aa. Genesis 1:16 Lit for the dominion of 
bb. Genesis 1:17 Or firmament 
cc. Genesis 1:18 Lit for the dominion of 
dd. Genesis 1:20 Or swarm 
ee. Genesis 1:20 Lit on the face of 
ff. Genesis 1:20 Or firmament 
gg. Genesis 1:24 Lit its 
hh. Genesis 1:24 Lit its 
ii. Genesis 1:25 Lit its 
jj. Genesis 1:25 Lit its 
kk. Genesis 1:26 Lit heavens 
ll. Genesis 1:28 Lit heavens 
mm. Genesis 1:28 Or creeps 
nn. Genesis 1:29 Lit face of 
oo. Genesis 1:29 Lit in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed 
pp. Genesis 1:30 Lit heavens 
qq. Genesis 1:30 Or creeps 
rr. Genesis 1:30 Lit in which is a living soul 

 
 
Acts 1:1-8 
Introduction 
1The first account I [a]composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the 
day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had [b]by the Holy Spirit given orders to the 
apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To [c]these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things 
concerning the kingdom of God. 4 [d]Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait for [e]what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from 
Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized [f]with the Holy Spirit [g]not many 
days from now.” 
 
6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are 
restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs 
which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 1:1 Lit made 
b. Acts 1:2 Or through 
c. Acts 1:3 Lit whom 
d. Acts 1:4 Or eating with; or lodging with 



e. Acts 1:4 Lit the promise of the Father 
f. Acts 1:5 Or in 
g. Acts 1:5 Lit not long after these many days 

 
 
Acts 2 
The Day of Pentecost 
1When the day of Pentecost [a]had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there 
came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire [b]distributing themselves, and [c]they 
[d]rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other [e]tongues, as the Spirit was giving them [f]utterance. 
 
5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And 
when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of 
them was hearing them speak in his own [g]language. 7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, 
“[h]Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we each hear them in 
our own [i]language [j]to which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and [k]Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and [l]visitors from Rome, both Jews and [m]proselytes, 
11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.” 
12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?” 13 But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of [n]sweet wine.” 
 
Peter’s Sermon 
14 But Peter, [o]taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of 
Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 
15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the [p]third hour of the day; 16 but this 
is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 
 
17 ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, 
‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL [q]MANKIND; 
AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, 
AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, 
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 
18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, 
I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT 
And they shall prophesy. 
19 ‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE 
AND SIGNS ON THE EARTH BELOW, 
BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. 
20 ‘THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS 
AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, 
BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME. 
21 ‘AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.’ 
 
22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man [r]attested to you by God with 
[s]miracles and wonders and [t]signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you 
yourselves know— 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of [u]godless men and put Him to death. 24 [v]But God 
raised Him up again, putting an end to the [w]agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be 
held [x]in its power. 25 For David says of Him, 



 
‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 
FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 
26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; 
MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 
27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 
NOR [y]ALLOW YOUR [z]HOLY ONE TO [aa]UNDERGO DECAY. 
28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 
YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 
 
29 “[ab]Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is [ac]with us to this day. 30 And so, because he was a prophet and knew 
that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one [ad]OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 
31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of [ae]the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER 
ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh [af]SUFFER DECAY. 32 This Jesus God raised up again, to 
which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore having been exalted [ag]to the right hand of God, and 
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which 
you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into [ah]heaven, but he himself says: 
 
‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 
“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 
35 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’ 
 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and 
[ai]Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
The Ingathering 
37 Now when they heard this, they were [aj]pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “[ak]Brethren, [al]what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 40 And with many other words he solemnly 
testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “[am]Be saved from this perverse generation!” 41 So 
then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 
thousand [an]souls. 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and [ao]to prayer. 
 
43 [ap]Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and [aq]signs were taking place 
through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed [ar]were together and had all things in 
common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, 
as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking 
bread [as]from house to house, they were taking their [at]meals together with gladness and 
[au]sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding [av]to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
Footnotes: 

a. Acts 2:1 Lit was being fulfilled 
b. Acts 2:3 Or being distributed 
c. Acts 2:3 Lit it 
d. Acts 2:3 Or sat 
e. Acts 2:4 Or languages 
f. Acts 2:4 Or ability to speak out 
g. Acts 2:6 Or dialect 



h. Acts 2:7 Lit Behold 
i. Acts 2:8 Or dialect 
j. Acts 2:8 Lit in 
k. Acts 2:9 I.e. west coast province of Asia Minor 
l. Acts 2:10 Lit the sojourning Romans 
m. Acts 2:10 I.e. Gentile converts to Judaism 
n. Acts 2:13 I.e. new wine 
o. Acts 2:14 Or being put forward as spokesman 
p. Acts 2:15 I.e. 9 a.m. 
q. Acts 2:17 Lit flesh 
r. Acts 2:22 Or exhibited or accredited 
s. Acts 2:22 Or works of power 
t. Acts 2:22 Or attesting miracles 
u. Acts 2:23 Lit men without the Law; i.e. pagan 
v. Acts 2:24 Lit Whom God raised up 
w. Acts 2:24 Lit birth pains 
x. Acts 2:24 Lit by it 
y. Acts 2:27 Lit give 
z. Acts 2:27 Or devout or pious 
aa. Acts 2:27 Lit see corruption 
bb. Acts 2:29 Lit Men brothers 
cc. Acts 2:29 Lit among 
dd. Acts 2:30 Lit of the fruit of his loins 
ee. Acts 2:31 I.e. the Messiah 
ff. Acts 2:31 Lit see corruption 
gg. Acts 2:33 Or by 
hh. Acts 2:34 Lit the heavens 
ii. Acts 2:36 I.e. Messiah 
jj. Acts 2:37 Or wounded in conscience 
kk. Acts 2:37 Lit Men brothers 
ll. Acts 2:37 Or what are we to do 
mm. Acts 2:40 Or Escape 
nn. Acts 2:41 I.e. persons 
oo. Acts 2:42 Lit the prayers 
pp. Acts 2:43 Lit fear was occurring to every soul 
qq. Acts 2:43 Or attesting miracles 
rr. Acts 2:44 One early ms does not contain were and and 
ss. Acts 2:46 Or in the various private homes 
tt. Acts 2:46 Lit food 
uu. Acts 2:46 Or simplicity 
vv. Acts 2:47 Lit together 

 
 
1 John 2:25-29 
The Promise Is Eternal Life 
25 This is the promise which He Himself [a]made to us: eternal life. 
 
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 27 As for 
you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone 
to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just 
as it has taught you, [b]you abide in Him. 
 



28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not 
[c]shrink away from Him in shame [d]at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know 
that everyone also who practices righteousness is [e]born of Him. 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 John 2:25 Lit promised us 
b. 1 John 2:27 Or abide in Him; Gr command 
c. 1 John 2:28 Lit be put to shame from Him 
d. 1 John 2:28 Or in His presence 
e. 1 John 2:29 Or begotten 

 
 
1 Peter 3 
Godly Living 
1In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are 
disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they 
observe your chaste and [a]respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—
braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the 
sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to 
adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right [b]without being 
frightened by any fear. 
 
7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with [c]someone 
weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that 
your prayers will not be hindered. 
 
8 [d]To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in 
spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but [e]giving a blessing instead; for you were 
called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 10 For, 
 
“THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, 
MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT. 
11 “HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; 
HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT. 
12 “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, 
AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, 
BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.” 
 
13 Who is [f]there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should 
suffer for the sake of righteousness, you [g]are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR [h]INTIMIDATION, 
AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, 15 but [i]sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a [j]defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and [k]reverence; 16 [l]and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better, if 
[m]God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is 
wrong. 18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us 
to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the [n]spirit; 19 in [o]which also He 
went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once were disobedient, when the 
patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the [p]water. 21 Corresponding to that, 
baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God [q]for a good 



conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who is at the right hand of God, having 
gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him. 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Peter 3:2 Lit with respect 
b. 1 Peter 3:6 Lit and are not 
c. 1 Peter 3:7 Lit a weaker vessel 
d. 1 Peter 3:8 Or Finally 
e. 1 Peter 3:9 Lit blessing instead 
f. 1 Peter 3:13 Lit the one who will harm you 
g. 1 Peter 3:14 Or would be 
h. 1 Peter 3:14 Lit fear 
i. 1 Peter 3:15 I.e. set apart 
j. 1 Peter 3:15 Or argument; or explanation 
k. 1 Peter 3:15 Or fear 
l. 1 Peter 3:16 Lit having a good 
m. 1 Peter 3:17 Lit the will of God 
n. 1 Peter 3:18 Or Spirit 
o. 1 Peter 3:19 Or whom 
p. 1 Peter 3:20 I.e. the great flood 
q. 1 Peter 3:21 Or from 

 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-8 
“Preach the Word” 
1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with [a]great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their 
ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 
on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 
Footnotes: 

a. 2 Timothy 4:2 Lit all 
 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
The Baptism of Jesus 
13 Then Jesus *arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But 
John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he *permitted Him. 16 After being baptized, Jesus came up 
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and [a]he saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove and [b]lighting on Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This 
is [c]My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 3:16 Or He 
b. Matthew 3:16 Lit coming upon Him 



c. Matthew 3:17 Or My Son, the Beloved 
 
 
Matthew 4:1-11 
The Temptation of Jesus 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He 
had fasted forty days and forty nights, He [a]then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said 
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He 
answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD 
THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’” 
 
5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6 and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
 
‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; 
and 
‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, 
SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 
 
7 Jesus said to him, “[b]On the other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD 
TO THE TEST.’” 
 
8 Again, the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and 
[c]worship me.” 10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE 
LORD YOUR GOD, AND [d]SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 11 Then the devil *left Him; and behold, angels came 
and began to minister to Him. 
Footnotes: 

1. Matthew 4:2 Lit later became; or afterward became 
2. Matthew 4:7 Lit Again 
3. Matthew 4:9 Lit prostrate Yourself 
4. Matthew 4:10 Or fulfill religious duty to Him 

 
 
James 4:1-10 
Things to Avoid 
1 [a]What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? [b]Is not the source your pleasures that 
wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious 
and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask [c]with wrong motives, so that you may spend it [d]on your 
pleasures. 4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or 
do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “[e]He [f]jealously desires the Spirit which He 
has made to dwell in us”? 6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO 
THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your 
laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of 
the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
Footnotes: 

a. James 4:1 Lit From where wars and from where fightings 
b. James 4:1 Lit Are they not from here, from your 



c. James 4:3 Lit wickedly 
d. James 4:3 Lit in 
e. James 4:5 Or The spirit which He has made to dwell in us lusts with envy 
f. James 4:5 Lit desires to jealousy 

 
 
1 John 4:1-6 
Testing the Spirits 
1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that 
does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard 
that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 4 You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 5 They are from 
the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from 
God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we 
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
 
 
John 14:16-31 
Role of the Spirit 
16 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another [a]Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know 
Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 
 
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 [b]After a little while the world will no 
longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. 20 In that day you will know 
that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 He who has My commandments and keeps 
them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love 
him and will disclose Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has 
happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered 
and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and 
We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep 
My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. 
 
25 “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 28 You heard 
that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced 
because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 Now I have told you before it 
happens, so that when it happens, you may believe. 30 I will not speak much more with you, for the 
ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 31 but so that the world may know that I 
love the Father, [c]I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here. 
Footnotes: 

a. John 14:16 Gr Paracletos, one called alongside to help; or Comforter, Advocate, 
Intercessor 

b. John 14:19 Lit Yet a little and the world 
c. John 14:31 Lit and as the Father...so I do 

 



Tim Hawkins is an American Christian 
comedian, songwriter, and singer, best known for parodying popular songs such as Carrie 
Underwood's "Jesus, Take The Wheel", Kansas's "Dust in the Wind", and "The Candy Man", 
along with stand-up material based on topics such as marriage, homeschooling, and parenting.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Hawkins 
https://www.youtube.com/user/timhawkinscomedy 
 
 
Hebrews 4:12 
12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as 
far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.  
 
 
Luke 12:1-12 
God Knows and Cares 
1Under these circumstances, after [a]so many thousands of [b]people had gathered together that they 
were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, 
and hidden that will not be known. 3 Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark will be 
heard in the light, and what you have [c]whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed upon the 
housetops. 
 
4 “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more 
that they can do. 5 But I will [d]warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has 
authority to cast into [e]hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two [f]cents? 
Yet not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 
 
8 “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him 
also before the angels of God; 9 but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels 
of God. 10 And everyone who [g]speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 
he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him. 11 When they bring you 
before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are 
to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very 
hour what you ought to say.” 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 12:1 Lit myriads 
b. Luke 12:1 Lit the crowd 
c. Luke 12:3 Lit spoken in the ear 
d. Luke 12:5 Or show 
e. Luke 12:5 Gr Gehenna 
f. Luke 12:6 Gr assaria, the smallest of copper coins 
g. Luke 12:10 Lit will speak 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Hawkins
https://www.youtube.com/user/timhawkinscomedy


 
 
Luke 21:10-19 
Things to Come 
10 Then He continued by saying to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom, 11 and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and 
there will be terrors and great [a]signs from heaven. 
 
12 “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering 
you to the synagogues and prisons, [b]bringing you before kings and governors for My name’s 
sake. 13 It will lead to [c]an opportunity for your testimony. 14 So make up your minds not to 
prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; 15 for I will give you [d]utterance and wisdom which 
none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. 16 But you will be betrayed even by parents 
and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death, 17 and you will be 
hated by all because of My name. 18 Yet not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance 
you will gain your [e]lives. 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 21:11 Or attesting miracles 
b. Luke 21:12 Lit being brought 
c. Luke 21:13 Lit a testimony for you 
d. Luke 21:15 Lit a mouth 
e. Luke 21:19 Lit souls 

 
 
Matthew 5:13-20 
Disciples and the World 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how [a]can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 
 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a [b]hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light 
a lamp and put it under a [c]basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
 
17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not [d]the smallest letter or stroke 
shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches [e]others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever [f]keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 5:13 Lit will 
b. Matthew 5:14 Or mountain 
c. Matthew 5:15 Or peck-measure 
d. Matthew 5:18 Lit one iota (Heb yodh) or one projection of a letter (serif) 
e. Matthew 5:19 Gr anthropoi 
f. Matthew 5:19 Lit does 
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