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What is Thanksgiving?



Psalm 100

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
Come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture.



Psalm 100

Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise; give thanks to 
him and praise his name. For the Lord is 
good and his love endures forever; his 
faithfulness continues through all 
generations.



1. True Thanksgiving = Worship!
A. It’s all about God, not about us!



1. True Thanksgiving = Worship!
A. It’s all about God, not about us!
B. Shout for Joy!



“The psalmist calls on "all the earth" to 
come before the Great King. The nations 
must recognize that the Lord is God, by 
whose grace and blessings his people 
exist. 



Submission to his rule comes out of a 
response of joy and gratitude for his 
covenant promises. The "gladness" 
reflects the joy in living in harmony with 
the Creator, Redeemer, and King.” 

(Willem A. VanGemeren) 



1. True Thanksgiving = Worship!
A. It’s all about God, not about us!
B. Shout for Joy!
C. Worship! 



1. True Thanksgiving = Worship!
A. It’s all about God, not about us!
B. Shout for Joy!
C. Worship! 
D. Know! 



The imperative "know" signifies 
acknowledgment or confession. The 
people confess him as covenant Lord, 
their only true God. They also confess 
their accountability to him and their 
privileged position. The Lord, in turn, 
cares for them. 

(Willem A. VanGermeren) 



John 10:3b-5a

The shepherd calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.  When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.  But they 
will never follow a stranger. . . . I am the 
good shepherd.



2. True Thanksgiving = Confession! 
A. Enter his gates with thanksgiving.



Being thankful is more than being 
appreciative or feeling fortunate.  If one 
removes his focus from the thing or the 
possession, and places it upon the 
LORD, then one can still be thankful and 
can still rejoice even though appearances 
say there is nothing for which to be 
thankful. (Mark Hahlen)



Song “Fear Is A Liar” 
by Jason Ingram/Zach Williams/Jonathan Lindley Smith 
 
When he told you you're not good enough 
When he told you you're not right 
When he told you you're not strong enough 
To put up a good fight 
When he told you you're not worthy 
When he told you you're not loved 
When he told you you're not beautiful 
That you'll never be enough 
 
Chorus: 
Fear, he is a liar 
He will take your breath 
Stop you in your steps 
Fear he is a liar 
He will rob your rest 
Steal your happiness 
Cast your fear in the fire 
'Cause fear he is a liar 
 
When he told you were troubled 
You'll forever be alone 
When he told you you should run away 
You'll never find a home 
When he told you you were dirty 
And you should be ashamed 
When he told you you could be the one 
That grace could never change 
 
Chorus: 
 
Let Your fire fall and cast out all my fears 
Let Your fire fall Your love is all I feel 
Repeat, Repeat 
 
Oh, let Your fire fall and cast out all my fears 
Let Your fire fall Your love is all I feel 
 
Chorus: 
 
'Cause fear he is a liar 
 
Listen to the song “Fear Is a Liar” on YouTube by clicking this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1srs1YoTVzs 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1srs1YoTVzs


Habakkuk 3:17-18

Though the fig tree does not bud and 
there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails and the fields 
produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
be joyful in God my Savior.



Daniel 3:16-28 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give 
you an answer concerning this matter. 17 [a]If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire; [b]and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But even if He does 
not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden 
image that you have set up.” 
 
Daniel’s Friends Protected 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered [c]by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it 
was usually heated. 20 He commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 Then these men were 
tied up in their [d]trousers, their [e]coats, their caps and their other clothes, and were cast into the midst 
of the furnace of blazing fire. 22 For this reason, because the king’s [f]command was [g]urgent and the 
furnace had been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego. 23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the 
midst of the furnace of blazing fire still tied up. 
 
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, 
“Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O 
king.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire [h]without 
harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to 
the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, 
come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego came out of the midst of the fire. 27 The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king’s high 
officials gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no [i]effect on [j]the bodies of 
these men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their [k]trousers [l]damaged, nor had the smell 
of fire even come upon them. 
 
28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, 
who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, [m]violating the king’s 
command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God.  
Footnotes: 

a. Daniel 3:17 Or If our God...is able 
b. Daniel 3:17 Or then 
c. Daniel 3:19 Lit and ordered to 
d. Daniel 3:21 Or leggings 
e. Daniel 3:21 Or cloaks 
f. Daniel 3:22 Lit word 
g. Daniel 3:22 Or harsh 
h. Daniel 3:25 Lit there is no injury in them 
i. Daniel 3:27 Lit power over 
j. Daniel 3:27 Lit their 
k. Daniel 3:27 Or cloaks 
l. Daniel 3:27 Lit changed 
m. Daniel 3:28 Lit and changed the king’s word 

 
  



Thanksgiving is more than expressing 
gratitude and appreciation for what we 
have; it is acknowledging God and 
praising him.



2. True Thanksgiving = Confession! 
A. Enter his gates with thanksgiving.
B. Thanksgiving -- Thank offering; 

confession; speaking forth 



Todah= “Thanks” or “Thanksgiving”

Yadah = “To declare publicly” or “to state 
something that you know to be true”



For you see, as good as being 
appreciative might be, its focus is still on 
the thing.  I have the thing – therefore I 
am grateful.  The thanksgiving described 
in the Old Testament is not focused on 
the thing – it is focused on the LORD.  
We acknowledge, we confess, we praise, 
we give thanks for God, his power, his 
character, and his actions.



1 Chronicles 16:8

Give thanks to the LORD, call on his 
name; make known among the nations 
what he has done.



Psalm 9:1

I will praise you, O LORD, with all my 
heart; I will tell of your wonders.



Psalm 26:7

Proclaiming aloud your praise and telling 
of all your wonderful deeds.



Leviticus 5:5 
5 So it shall be when he becomes guilty in one of these, that he shall confess that in which he has 
sinned.  
 
 
Leviticus 16:20-22 
20 “When he finishes atoning for the holy place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall offer the 
live goat. 21 Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all 
the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions [a]in regard to all their sins; and he shall 
lay them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who stands 
in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land; and he shall release the 
goat in the wilderness. 
Footnotes: 

a. Leviticus 16:21 Lit in addition to 
 
 
Leviticus 26:40-42 
40 ‘If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, in their unfaithfulness which they 
committed against Me, and also in their acting with hostility against Me— 41 I also was acting with 
hostility against them, to bring them into the land of their enemies—or if their uncircumcised heart 
becomes humbled so that they then make amends for their iniquity, 42 then I will remember My 
covenant with Jacob, and I will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with 
Abraham as well, and I will remember the land.  
 
 
2 Chronicles 6:24-25 
24 “If Your people Israel [a]are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and 
they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this house, 
25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land 
which You have given to them and to their fathers. 
Footnotes: 

a. 2 Chronicles 6:24 Lit smitten 
 
 
Psalm 32:5 
5 I acknowledged my sin to You, 
And my iniquity I did not hide; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; 
And You forgave the [a]guilt of my sin. Selah. 
Footnotes: 

a. Psalm 32:5 Or iniquity 
 
 
 
 
New American Standard Bible (NASB)  
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman 
Foundation 



2. True Thanksgiving = Confession! 
A. Enter his gates with thanksgiving.
B. Thanksgiving -- Thank offering; 

confession; speaking forth 
C. Give thanks to Him.
D. Confess! 



3. True Thanksgiving = Gratitude
A. The Lord is good and his love

endures forever.



We tend to focus our thanksgiving on that 
which we have, that which we own, and 
that which we possess.  But the 
passages where the praise-thanksgiving 
vocabulary of todah and yadah appears 
push us away from that.  



Of the 143 uses of todah and yadah in 
the Old Testament, not one of them 
commands or describes the offering of 
thanks for a material possession.  
Instead, the focus is back upon God.  
God is thanked for his love, for his 
faithfulness, for his presence, and for his 
salvation extended to us.  (Mark Hahlen)



3. True Thanksgiving = Gratitude
A. The Lord is good and his love endures 

forever.
B. God the philanthropist.



Titus 3:4-5

But when the kindness and love 
(philanthropon) of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy.



Romans 3:25

God presented him (Jesus) as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through faith in his blood.



God gives (New Testament):
• 89 times God gives
• 22 times we give to others
• 14 times God asks us to give 
back to him



• 11 of those times – “thanks”



3. True Thanksgiving = Gratitude
A. The Lord is good and his love endures 

forever.
B. God the philanthropist.
C. God’s investment.



Romans 8:38

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Psalm 100

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
Come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture.



Psalm 100

Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise; give thanks to 
him and praise his name. For the Lord is 
good and his love endures forever; his 
faithfulness continues through all 
generations.



Happy Thanksgiving!
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