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Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as 
we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of 
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
 
Luke 21:33 
33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 
 
 
2 Peter 3:10-18 
A New Heaven and Earth 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and [a]its 
works will be [b]burned up. 
11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to 
be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will 
melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens 
and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in 
peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as 
also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 as also 
in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, 
be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and 
fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
Footnotes: 

a. 2 Peter 3:10 Lit the works in it 
b. 2 Peter 3:10 Two early mss read discovered 

 
 
Psalm 139:13-16 
13 For You formed my [a]inward parts; 
You wove me in my mother’s womb. 
14 I will give thanks to You, for [b]I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Wonderful are Your works, 
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And my soul knows it very well. 
15 My [c]frame was not hidden from You, 
When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 
16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; 
And in Your book were all written 
The days that were ordained for me, 
When as yet there was not one of them. 
Footnotes: 

a. Psalm 139:13 Lit kidneys 
b. Psalm 139:14 Some ancient versions read You are fearfully wonderful 
c. Psalm 139:15 Lit bones were 

 
 
John 10:7-16 
7 So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All 
who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the 
door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have 
life, and [a]have it abundantly. 
 
11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who 
is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13 He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. 14 I am the 
good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows 
Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, 
which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they 
will become one flock with one shepherd.  
Footnotes: 

a. John 10:10 Or have abundance 
 
 
OBU Convocation Address 
OBU President Dr. David W. Whitlock delivered the annual Convocation address 
Wednesday, Aug. 30, to a packed house in Raley Chapel’s Potter Auditorium. His 
address was titled, "Seeking Shalom: The Christian University and Racial 
Reconciliation." 
 
Whitlock said, “As we commence another year of study together, I want us to focus our 
attention on the hard work of racial reconciliation.” “I know some may argue that this 
problem will never be solved, and that focusing on such difficult subjects only 
exacerbates the problem. To those who question why, I want to be absolutely clear. I 
categorically reject the notion that this subject is too difficult to solve, or that we should 
ignore the subject because too much focus exacerbates the problem.” 
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“We must address this because reconciliation is at the heart of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. We cannot ignore this, because we are called to be ministers of reconciliation. We 
are called to address this because we are Christian scholars, equipped and prepared to 
think through, work through, and lead through the hard issues of our day.” 
 
Read or watch the entire address here: 
https://www.okbu.edu/president/convocation/2017-convocation-address.html 
 
(click on the address above or copy and paste it to your web browser)  
 
 
Matthew 5:21-30 
Personal Relationships 
21 “You have heard that [a]the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and 
‘Whoever commits murder shall be [b]liable to the court.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone 
who is angry with his brother shall be [c]guilty before the court; and whoever says to his 
brother, ‘[d]You good-for-nothing,’ shall be [e]guilty before [f]the supreme court; and 
whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be [g]guilty enough to go into the [h]fiery hell. 23 Therefore 
if you are presenting your [i]offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24 leave your [j]offering there before the altar and go; first be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your [k]offering. 25 Make friends 
quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your 
opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be 
thrown into prison. 26 Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have 
paid up the last [l]cent. 
 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye makes you [m]stumble, tear it out and throw it 
from you; for it is better for you [n]to lose one of the parts of your body, [o]than for your 
whole body to be thrown into [p]hell. 30 If your right hand makes you [q]stumble, cut it off 
and throw it from you; for it is better for you [r]to lose one of the parts of your body, 
[s]than for your whole body to go into [t]hell. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 5:21 Lit it was said to the ancients 
b. Matthew 5:21 Or guilty before 
c. Matthew 5:22 Or liable to 
d. Matthew 5:22 Or empty-head; Gr Raka (Raca) fr Aram reqa 
e. Matthew 5:22 Or liable to 
f. Matthew 5:22 Lit the Sanhedrin 
g. Matthew 5:22 Or liable to 
h. Matthew 5:22 Lit Gehenna of fire 
i. Matthew 5:23 Or gift 
j. Matthew 5:24 Or gift 
k. Matthew 5:24 Or gift 
l. Matthew 5:26 Lit quadrans (equaling two mites); i.e. 1/64 of a daily wage 
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m. Matthew 5:29 I.e. sin 
n. Matthew 5:29 Lit that one...be lost 
o. Matthew 5:29 Lit not your whole body 
p. Matthew 5:29 Gr Gehenna 
q. Matthew 5:30 I.e. sin 
r. Matthew 5:30 Lit that one...be lost 
s. Matthew 5:30 Lit not your whole body 
t. Matthew 5:30 Gr Gehenna 

 
 
Galatians 1:6-10 
Perversion of the Gospel 
6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you [a]by the grace of 
Christ, for a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are 
disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel [b]contrary to what we have preached to you, he is 
to be [c]accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to 
you a gospel [d]contrary to what you received, he is to be [e]accursed! 
 
10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I 
were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
Footnotes: 

a. Galatians 1:6 Lit in 
b. Galatians 1:8 Or other than, more than 
c. Galatians 1:8 Gr anathema 
d. Galatians 1:9 Or other than, more than 
e. Galatians 1:9 Gr anathema 

 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
Paul’s Ministry 
2 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our [a]coming to you was not in vain, 2 but after 
we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the 
boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much [b]opposition. 3 For our 
exhortation does not come from error or impurity or [c]by way of deceit; 4 but just as we 
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing 
men, but God who [d]examines our hearts. 5 For we never came [e]with flattering speech, 
as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness— 6 nor did we seek glory 
from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ [f]we might 
have [g]asserted our authority. 7 But we [h]proved to be [i]gentle [j]among you, as a nursing 
mother [k]tenderly cares for her own children.  
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Thessalonians 2:1 Lit entrance 
b. 1 Thessalonians 2:2 Or struggle, conflict 
c. 1 Thessalonians 2:3 Lit in deceit 
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d. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 Or approves 
e. 1 Thessalonians 2:5 Lit in a word of flattery 
f. 1 Thessalonians 2:6 Lit being able to 
g. 1 Thessalonians 2:6 Or be burdensome 
h. 1 Thessalonians 2:7 Or became gentle 
i. 1 Thessalonians 2:7 Three early mss read babes 
j. 1 Thessalonians 2:7 Lit in the midst of you 
k. 1 Thessalonians 2:7 Or cherishes 

 
 
Ephesians 5:22-33 
Marriage Like Christ and the Church 
22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head 
of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the 
body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 
husbands in everything. 
 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up 
for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church [a]in all her glory, having no spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands 
ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves 
himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body. 31 FOR THIS REASON 

A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE 

TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference 
to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his 
own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she [b]respects her husband. 
Footnotes: 

a. Ephesians 5:27 Lit glorious 
b. Ephesians 5:33 Lit fear 
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