April 2021

Updates and Informa on for the family and friends of Colliers

March (in case you missed it)
Birthdays: 2 - Landon Jensen, Sarah McQueen 3 – Carson Vermillion
4 – Robert Eller, Kendra Swanson 8 – Perri Jeanne Keller 11– Joshua Rich
14 – Allison Jensen, Tucker Bryant 15 – Jamie Woods 16 – Micheal Williams
19 – Skip Smith 22 - Jimmie Bryant 24 – Tom Kraus 28 – Shawn Lyons
30 – Ann Smith Anniversaries: 7 - Shawn & Jessica Lyons, 22 – Tim & Kim Story
April
Birthdays: 4 –Abby Drum, Dora Rich 5 – Mary June Greene, Jennie Williams
6 – Kenney Queen 8 – Ella Grace Pilkenton 12 – Scott McQueen 16 – Taylor Holman
19 – Benjamin Bryant-Ehricht 22 – Lois Bush 24 – Kara Queen 26 – Frances Queen
28 – Amy Wimbish Anniversaries: 14 – Micheal and Jennie Williams
18 – Marc and Bennie Carpenter 20 – Roy and Beth Andrews

Did you ever think that we would be shut out of the church building for
over a year? Would you have imagined that we would gather together to
worship in the parking lot with our comfy chairs, our blankets for warmth,
and a pastor who did his best to make it through the hymns (with
occasional success)? Were you surprised that you eventually found a
rhythm with watching worship services at home and in the comfort of your
casual clothes? Did you ever dare to hope that we would get back to
normal?
Well, as we try to put the past year in the rearview mirror, remembering to
honor those who left us in the meantime, I’m glad to say that we will soon
be going back to worshiping in our sanctuary for those who are
comfortable being around others. On Easter Sunday, April 4, we will
gather together to celebrate the resurrection of Christ the King! We look
forward to seeing folks in the pews again (due to ongoing renovations,
you’ll want to provide your own padding as the new pew cushions have
not been installed yet).
Because we recognize that not everyone is comfortable with being inside,
we will continue to offer the service on 87.9 FM in the parking lot and the
online services will still be produced for your worshiping comfort and
convenience.

Yes, we will still ask you to wear a face covering when you’re inside the
building and around others, wash your hands and use sanitizer, and watch
your distance. Though we will be happy to see each other, we hope that
you’ll be able to resist the urge to hug and shake hands; in this day and

age, fist bumps and “elbow hugs” are preferred greetings.
We will be taking attendance and checking your temperature upon arrival.
We will collect the offering in one large bucket. We will have limited
music and even less congregational singing. We will have communion
even though it may not be in our traditional style.
For the time being, we will not provide a paper bulletin; we will not return
to Sunday School immediately; we will not have a choir (though we may
have to dust off the handbells).
Because the vaccinations are voluntary, and not everyone has qualified for
an appointment, we will not be able to impose a vaccine requirement for in
-person worship services. That being said, we may encourage those who
are not participating in the effort to build immunity to COVID-19 to
continue worshiping outside or at home.
Though the transition back into worshiping indoors will not be without
hiccups and challenges, we should all be mindful that our efforts to come
together for worship are pleasing to God. I hope that we will all extend a
bit of grace as we shift back to “regular” worship.

Palm Sunday (3/28): We will gather in the parking lot for worship.
We invite you to bring a clipping from a tree in your yard - one with plenty
of leaves - or simply plan to wave your hands in the air.
Good Friday (4/2): Though we will not be doing the traditional Holy Week
worship services, Pastor Adam will be working with several churches in the
missional network to provide a virtual Tenebrae service via Facebook,
YouTube, and colliersumc.org.
The sanctuary will be open from 6-7 on Good Friday for individuals to come
and pray as we enter into the quiet hours of the Easter Vigil.
Easter Sunday (4/4): We will gather in the sanctuary for in-person worship.
We will have communion, so plan to bring your own bread and juice or grab
a sealed cup provided at the church. Due to the fact that we cannot safely
offer Easter breakfast, we will not have an Easter Resurrection Service in the
early morning hours. We hope to continue with our traditional Easter
observance in 2022.

Browns Expecting a Baby Girl!
Pastor Garrett and Marjorie Brown are expecting a baby girl, Claire, to
arrive on or before May 29. In anticipation of Claire’s arrival, Gamewell
UMC is hosting a baby shower on April 11 from 2-4 pm in the Gamewell
UMC Fellowship Hall, and they would love for you to attend! The
Browns are registered on Amazon.com - search for (Marjorie Brown in
Lenoir, NC).
Also, Pastor Garrett will be taking paternity leave when Claire arrives.
While he relates mostly with Gamewell and Whitnel, you may be
interested in knowing that your assistant parish director will be taking
1 month of full-time leave and 2 weeks of part time leave to care for his
family. We pray that the time away will help the Browns to continue
building their family bonds.

While the missional network continues to plant seeds for establishing an on
-campus presence with the help of students and staff,
we have identified two areas of immediate need for donations:
Feminine Hygiene Products and Ready to Eat Meals

Please notify Pastor Adam if you or a family member are connected to
CCC & TI as either a student or staff, and would be interested in participating
in an on-campus group of fellow Christians.

