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• What’s Happening 

around the Church? 

Updates and Information for the family and friends of Colliers UMC 

Parking Lot Worship 

Parking lot worship continues to be a success! Over the 

past month, we have averaged 40 in attendance, with 

only two rained out services. Thanks to our FM radio 

transmitter, folks who don’t care to sit in their lawn 

chairs are able to stay in their cars and hear the service 

on 87.9 FM.  We will continue to meet in the parking 

lot as long as we can, weather permitting.  

Admin. Council Update  
Council voted to continue outdoor worship, citing considerable concerns about moving 
inside while COVID-19 numbers are still on the rise in Caldwell County. Everyone at 
the meeting was comfortable with waiting for a trustworthy vaccine and/or sufficiently 
declining numbers before entering back into the sanctuary for worship.  

So what does that mean for the upcoming Advent and Christmas seasons?  
   We will plan to host our traditional Advent and Christmas Eve observances.  
   We will light candles for each Sunday in the season, using an outdoor wreath.  
   We will still distribute Christmas cards. 
   We will take up the White Christmas offering on 12/13, the second Sunday of  Advent.  
   We will set up the nativity scene on 11/28. 
   We will have luminaries (rain or shine); Paula Prestwood will collect paperwork. 
   Our children and youth are working together to provide an online Christmas pageant     
   since we cannot gather together for our typical seasonal festivities.  

   
   We will not be caroling, and we will not put up the Chrismon tree in the sanctuary,     
    and there will not be a Christmas Cantata. 

Trustees Report - 
The red carpet in the sanctuary has been replaced. The trustees are still investigating the 
costs of refinishing and replacing the pew cushions. Special thanks to Steve Pilkenton, 
Charlie Pilkenton, Chuck House, Brent Jensen, Landon Jensen, John Black, and Pastor 
Adam for assisting in pew removal and placement.  

The fluorescent light fixtures located in suspended ceilings have been replaced with 
modern LED lights which are guaranteed to last longer and remain bug-proof.  

Updates to the landscaping around the church and at the graveyard are in process.  
Many of the existing bushes and trees will be replaced with new species to give the 
church facilities a fresh look.  

There are plans to retire the American flag that flies over the graveyard since it is not in 
good shape. Once removed, the flag will be delivered to the local VFW.  
 

The blinds in the Sunday School wing will be replaced in the “near” future. After several 
complaints about the disheveled appearance and concerns that a raccoon may have 
gotten loose downstairs, the trustees have taken measurements for replacements to be 
ordered.  

 2019 2020 2021 

Local Church        48,600.00         52,650.00         52,750.00  

Parish        70,489.57         71,752.27         63,119.80  

Conference           9,947.00         10,543.00            8,989.00  

District              872.00               914.00            1,529.00  

Total Local, Conference, District, Parish      129,908.57       135,859.27       126,387.80  

Total Offering needed weekly           2,498.24            2,612.68            2,430.53  

Finance Report -  
Several folks have asked how the church is doing in the midst of our current situation,  
and we can honestly say that we are close to breaking even with our income vs. expenses. 
Admittedly, our finances have been significantly impacted during the pandemic period.  
 

 

 

 

 

The approved budget for 2021 reflects adjustments in apportionments, the temporary 
vacancy in the DCYM position, and an adjustment in the annual conference allowances 
for both clergy and the lay delegate.  
 

A full version of the budget is available upon request; here is an abridged budget with 
historical comparison.  

 
1/1/2019 - 11/8/2019 1/1/2020 - 11/8/2020  Amount Difference 

Total Income: 125,327.43 93,045.78 -32,281.65 

Total Expenses:      116,606.91 93,030.07 23,576.84 

Overall Total: 8,720.52 15.71 -8,704.81 

What’s Going On? 

• When we return to in-person worship, our acolytes will be using  new oil candlelighters in 

place of the traditional waxed wicks in hopes of eliminating wax drips on the new  

carpet. The new candlelighters have been given in honor of Estelle Newton for her work in  

training three generations of acolytes.  

• The Caldwell Missional Network is working with CCC & TI to implement a campus  

ministry that will aim to support students, staff, and campus life for years to come. 

If you have an interest in plugging into this ministry on the ground level, please let Pastor 

Adam know. Thus far, we are praying for God’s guidance in where to focus our efforts, 

and our prayers have been met with instant answers and opportunities to plug in on  

campus. Our future efforts will likely involve collecting items to support campus  

initiatives to support students who are economically disadvantaged. The needs on campus 

are great, and our area UMC churches stand ready to work together to make a change.  

• In the coming weeks, we will be using a virtual attendance pad to connect with folks who 

tune in online and/or attend parking lot worship. Not only will this help us to see who  

participated, we will be able to collect contact information and prayer requests.  

Other churches in the conference are using a similar system with great success. Look for 

the link which will be provided in our email, Facebook posts, and YouTube videos.  

SPRC Report -  
As of December 31, 2020, Claricea Mitchell will no longer be serving as our Parish 
Director of Children and Youth Ministry. She will continue to work with the youth at 
Whitnel UMC, and may be able to provide some children’s programming on a voluntary 
basis. At this time, the Parish SPRC will be leaving the position open until our overall 
situation improves.  
 

Also, the Parish SPRC suggested increasing annual conference allowances to $500 for 
each clergyperson and our lay delegates. These increases have been approved for the 
upcoming budget cycle.  

Lastly, Pastor Garrett Brown and his wife Marjorie are expecting a baby. Their bundle of 
joy should arrive at the end of May, with a due date of May 29. Big sister Nevoley is 
hopeful that her new sibling will be a healthy eater too.  


