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From My Heart to Yours 
“For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceas-
ing I make mention of you always in my prayers.”   Romans 1:9 

“I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ 
Jesus.”  1 Corinthians 1:4 

“Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do 
not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;”  Ephesians 1:15-16 

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making re-
quest for you all with joy.”  Philippians 1:3-4 

“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints;”  Colossians 1:3-4 

“We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, remembering without ceasing your 
work of faith labor  of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father.”   1 Thessa-
lonians 1:2-3 

Paul gave thanks for these churches and no doubt many others.  He steadfastly prayed for them that they would bring 
glory to God and would be blessings to one another and to others.  Obviously, Paul believed that they needed prayer 
and that he needed along with others to pray for them. 

I am very thankful to God for every church in our Association, and I pray for each church by name most every day.  I am 
grateful for every individual and which who pray for one’s own church but also pray for other churches in our Association 
as well. 

I believe our Lord is answering prayers beyond what we realize, I believe he will do even more in our churches as we 
pray more and as more people pray with thanksgiving and unselfishness for our own church and for other sister 
churches. 

In this day and time our churches are desperately in constant need of prevailing prayer.  Keep it up– the souls of people 
are in the balance! 

Give generously to the Annie Armstrong Offering– there is so much spiritual need in our beloved North America– our 
offerings can help greatly to meet these needs through our NAMB missionaries and ministries! 

For His Glory- 

E.J. Barnes 

ONE MINUTE EACH NIGHT 
 

This is the scariest election we as Christians have ever faced, and from the looks of 
the polls, the Christians aren't voting Christian values. We all need to be on our knees. 
Do you believe we can take God at His word? Call upon His name, then stand back 
and watch His wonders unfold. This scripture gives us, as Christians, ownership of this 
land and the ability to call upon God to heal it. I challenge you to do that. We have 
never been more desperate than now for God to heal our land. This election is the 
scariest I remember in my lifetime. 2 Chronicles 7:14. 'If my people, which are called 

by my name shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.' During WWII, there was an advisor to Churchill, who 
organized a group of people who dropped what they were doing every night at a prescribed hour for one minute, to 
collectively pray for the safety of England , its people and peace. This had an amazing effect, as bombing stopped. 
There is now a group of people organizing the same thing here in America . The United States of America, and our 
citizens, need prayer more than ever!!! If you would like to participate, each evening at 9:00 P.M. Eastern Time (8 
PM Central, 7 PM Mountain, 6 PM Pacific), stop whatever you're doing, and spend one minute praying for the 
safety of the United States, our troops, our citizens, for peace in the world, the upcoming election, that the Bible will 
remain the basis for the laws governing our land, and that Christianity will grow in the U.S. If you know anyone who 
would like to participate, please pass this along. Someone said if people really understood the full extent of the 
power we have available through prayer, we might be speechless. Our prayers are the most powerful asset we 
have.  
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Union (Coon Creek) Baptist 

Saturday,  8:00 am 

March 17, 2011 

All Men Invited! 

MarchMarchMarchMarch    

14  Charlie & Lou Bullman 
20 Diann Barnes 
25 Deryl & Linda Niffen 
28 Cyndy Munday 
28  Marty Harkey 
29  Ron Ratliff 

NGR Media Library 
“The Gift of Life”  DVD with Governor Mike 
Huckabee is available to check out.  This DVD is 
hosted by former Arkansas Governor Mike Huck-
abee, explores the sanctity of life as a moral is-
sue and looks at the lives of individuals who were 
nearly the victims of an abortion, but through 
God’s grace were spared.  Some went on to 
great accomplishments.  These stories are all 
around us.  They help us define the culture of life. 
 
“God Makers”  Updated and expanded book is 
also available.  This book tells “a shocking ex-
pose of what the Mormon Church really believes. 

See Debbie to check out either of these items. 

Princeton First Baptist Church 

Invites you to watch the movie 

CCCCOURAGEOUSOURAGEOUSOURAGEOUSOURAGEOUS    
Sunday, 6:30 pm  
March 11, 2012 

 
Everyone is invited!  Bring a friend!    

It will soon be time for 
the association to start 
filling positions for the 
2012-2013 year.  If the 
Lord has laid upon your 
heart a committee or 

position that you would like to serve, please 
call the office.  If you know of someone that 
would like to help or serve, please give the 
office their name to submit to committee. 

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?    

In order to show a movie in your church, you 

have to have a license.  There is a simple and 

cost-effective solution. Prices are established 

according to the size of your church. Go to life-

way.com/films for more information on a grow-

ing library of films available and how you can 

reach your community with the gospel, legally, 

using films like “Courageous,” “No Greater 

Love,” and many more. 

 
March 11, 2012 
Daylights Savings 

Time Begins 
Set clock 
FORWARD 

National Sunday School Director Seminar 
March 31, 2012 

Skyline Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 
8:00 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Information has been given to all churches or you 

can check it out online at  
www.mobaptist.org/sunday_school 

2012 Lifeway Simlcasts 

 
Going Beyond– with Priscilla Shirer 

May 4-5, 2012 
 

Game Plan for Life with Joe Gibbs 
May 26, 2012 

 
Men of Honor with Sherwood Pictures 

June 15, 2012 
 

All-Pro Dad with Tony Dungy 
August 2012 

 
For more information go to 
www.lifeway.com/simulcasts 

MMMM----Counter 2012Counter 2012Counter 2012Counter 2012    

April 20-21, 2012 
First Baptist Church 
Jackson, Missouri 

 
Early Bird Registration- $25 per person 

Registration Fee after April 1- $35 per person 

For women of all ages! 
 

Event sponsored by Missouri WMU, Women’s 
Ministry and Missouri Baptist Convention 
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Spring, Annie Armstrong Emphasis and More! 
Ladies, I’m suffering “withdrawal” from two months of mission our associational program and prayer lunch-
eons!  Weather in both January and February caused our WMU Council to cancel the monthly meetings.  But 
I was blessed to be invited to the startup meeting of a new WOM group!  FBC Trenton’s WMU Director Doris 
Pilcher had a group of ladies interested in an evening group.  I was privileged to be part of this new begin-
ning with their first meeting including a devotional and prayertime, followed by selection of new officers. 
 
Our March 20th Spring Program and Prayer Luncheon will feature guest speaker Virginia Stephenson, our 

Northwest Regional WMU Consultant.  She had been scheduled to speak at our February program during WMU Focus 
Week.  We will also be taking up a special offering as our mission project.  After our 10:30 am program, we’ll have a cov-
ered dish luncheon.  We pray that we’ll have spring weather! 
 
Shelly Sims from FBC Gallatin will be sharing about her recent medical missions trip to Haiti at our April 17th Program 
and Prayer Luncheon.  Belinda Hogan will also share about her trip to help with the Shoebox Ministry. 
 
WMU Directors, if I can help in any way with your March emphasis on the Annie Armstrong Easter offering, please call 
me. 
 
I pray  that our WOM groups that have not met this winter will begin meeting and that more new groups, even other age-
level groups will begin. 
 
WOM groups, Medicine Valley Food Pantry can use boxes of cereal and more peanut butter.  This would be a good mis-
sions project!. 

 

Bev Martin 
WMU Director 

Association  
VBS Training 
April 23, at  
FBC Trenton,  
 6 pm – 8:45 pm  

 
   It’s coming! It’s coming! 
    AWA....AWA.....AWA....... 

Amazing Wonders  
Aviation 

Encountering God's  
Awesome Power. 

 
Yes, that is the new VBS theme for 2012!!! This year, the theme 
is based on six beautiful God-made natural wonders. And it is 
taken from Psalm 147:5 — "Our Lord is great, vast in power; His 
understanding is infinite" (HCSB) 
 

VBS Directors– Kayla Michael 
Pre-K– Ann Schreffler 

Grades 1-2– Ruth Ann Knutson 
Grades 3-4– Sherri Betz 

Grades 5-6– Chasity Ferguson 
Youth– Dakota Darby 
Adult– Steve Dennis 
Pastors– E.J. Barnes 

Missions– Marjorie Keuhn 
Crafts– Joy Stotts 

Music– Mandi Ripple 
Recreation– Scott Betz 

Beth Moore Conference 

With Worship by Travis Cottrell 
April 12-13, 2012 

Municipal Auditorium, Kansas City 
Tickets $65 

For more information go to 
lifeway.com/livingproof or call 

800.254.2022 

Beth Moore  
Living Proof  

Live Simulcast 
 

Live from Reading, Pennsylvania 
With Worship Leader Travis Cottrell 

September 15, 2012 
 

Early Bird Pricing until August 14, 2012 
$20– Individual 

$125– Small group of 2 to 7 
$200– Small Group of 8 to 14 

 
For more information go to  

www.lifeway.com/lplsimulcast  
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BSU @ NCMC 

Last month I asked you to be praying with me for the mission projects the BSU is em-
barking on for this year. Keep praying, because God is listening and moving. 

 

 The mid-winter January retreat at Grand Oaks was covered by a strong presence of God’s Holy Spirit. 
85 college students from all 4 campuses attended. NCMC had 12 present, which included 2 of our 7 interna-
tional students that are attending NCMC this spring. God spoke and transformed many hearts, and some of 
the evidence was apparent the very next morning when 6 of our students attended morning worship with 
Christina and then ate lunch with us in our home for Sunday dinner. These students also agreed to bond to-
gether in a 9:15 am Sunday Bible study at the BSU before attending worship in a local church. Church fami-
lies, pray that this small flame of desire to study God’s Word with each other will burst into a raging fire that 
can’t be quenched. If by some miracle a craving for His Word can be burned into their hearts, then God will 
take care of the rest of their walk with HIM. 

 

Encounters with students, small impromptu Bible studies, and conversations about Jesus are beginning to 
happen on a daily basis all over the campus. Christina has started a conversation group on Thursday morn-
ings at Cross Hall’s sandwich shop. EJ and I have eaten lunch on Mondays at the cafeteria, where we have 
been able to visit with students. Prayer walking the campus has given us opportunities to pray with students 
who have seen us and made a detour in their path to ask us to pray for them. 

 

There are 7 international students who need adopted families who will welcome them into their home for holi-
days and weekends to ease their loneliness as they are far away from home. These students come from 
families who are very influential in their country’s government. Is there a simpler way to be a foreign mission-
ary than to bring a foreign exchange student into your home? Nurture them, love them, share Jesus with them 
to the point that they embrace a personal relationship with HIM, and then send them back to their country a 
strong disciple of Jesus Christ, where they will have the governmental position to transform their country from 
the inside out. If you are interested in being an adoptive family please let me know quickly, as these students 
are making plans for the summer break. They need homes that will take care of them and love them. 

 

Continue to pray for our spring break mission trip to Ottumwa, IA, March 21-24, as we host a DNOW confer-
ence at Jeremy Skinner’s church, Albia Road Baptist church. Last year there were 50 students involved with 2 
middle school students receiving Jesus as Lord. We also pray drove the campus of Indian Hills Community 
College and worked in a thrift store. This year we are asking God to build on last year’s start. 

 

The Canada Mission trip, May 23-June 1 will be at Shoal Lake Indian Reserve. Jay Kim, NAMB, has asked us 
to come and help him convert a home in Shoal Lake into a church facility. It will be the very 1st church pres-
ence on this reserve. We need people with construction skills, people skills, praying skills, and a heart to 
serve Jesus in any way He moves. We plan to do morning prayer services, prayer walking, outdoor sports 
with students, fishing with the natives, evening concerts, worship services, and sharing meals with the people 
as they did in Acts 2:42 “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and 
to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.” We’re doing this with the purpose of 
strengthening the very small community of believers that was begun through a house Bible study, Jay Kim 
started last fall. This is the perfect opportunity for you to be a part of the very beginning stages of starting the 
very FIRST church presence ever to be on this Indian Reserve. The trip is only 9 days. Nine days to help 
jump start a new community of believers who want to worship Jesus and share Him with their neighbors. 

 

“He is Worthy to Receive the Rewards of His Sacrifice—Souls” 

Diann Barnes 
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Edinburg- We hosted the Associational Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, January 21st with 
around 38 men present.   

Bro. Stan and our 3 new VBS Directors attended the NGRBA Early VBS Clinic on Monday, January 
23rd.  We secured our VBS materials and enjoyed Kayla Michael’s challenge.  

We are looking forward to our VBS coming up this year and we are excited to see the interest that is 
already growing as we plan for our new year with 3 ladies working the the Director’s position.  Judy 
Turley who has always done such a superb job for the last 11 years has stepped down and it is go-
ing to take 3 to fill her shoes. 

Sunday, January 29th, we had our annual Baptist Men’s Day with our men singing in the Praise Choir, giving testimo-
nies, reading scriptures, bringing special music, and sharing the morning message.  Sunday evening we had our 5th 
Sunday special program in which we had “Old Fashion Game Night”.  We had a very enjoyable evening. 

We have a young man who has given his life to the Gospel Ministry and has shared in our pulpit and I would highly rec-
ommend him if you need to have your pulpit filled any time.  Just contact me and I will get you in touch with him.  My 
phone number is 654-1186. 

We now have our Sunday Worship services on the internet if you’re interested you can find it at sermon.net/
edinburgbaptist.  

Gallatin-  Fifteen couples attended “The Art of Marriage” Marriage Retreat held on February 10 and 11. The response 
to this retreat was excellent. Bro Marty is in the process of scheduling another conference in the near future and already 
has 12 couples signed up. Please plan on attending and receiving a true blessing from this conference. If you signed up 
last year and were not able to attend, we have your books ready for you. The cost for the retreat is $35.00, please con-
tact Bro. Marty for details 
 
Medicine Valley- Winter weather and widespread illnesses have forced cancellations of some services in both January 
and February/Even so our average attendances have tended to hold firm in both Sunday School and Worship. 

Participation in the Home Bible Study Group meetings at Humphreys have been lower averaging 7 or 8 in attendance. 
We pray for adults who are already solid in the faith and their commitment to the Lord to become involved in the Hum-
phreys area ministry. 

We are thrilled at the response to our newly developing ministry to those with special spiritual needs. “Celebrate Recov-
ery” is an excellent instrument of help for those with major problems such as abuse of alcohol, drug addiction, family and 
marital problems and other areas of need. 

Celebrate Recovery meets on Friday’s at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel sanctuary at Newtown. Except when whether has inter-
fered we have been having 15 or 16 people present at these sessions. This includes a leadership team of up to five from 
10th Street, whose assistance is invaluable. 

We have moved our Newtown Bible Study and Prayer Meeting from Wednesday nights to 6:00 p.m. on Friday. We be-
gan on February 17 a four week preview study of the movie “Courageous”. 

It will conclude with a showing of the movie on the following Sunday at 6:30 p.m. Some of those who have begun attend-
ing “Celebrate Recovery” have also become involved in the six o’clock study of “Courageous”. 

Plans for Easter observance include a four session study at 6:00 p.m. on Friday’s on the meaning of the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Christ, concluding in combined services on Good Friday. Special services are also being planned for 
Palm Sunday and for Easter Sunday. 

Meanwhile we continue to pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth workers. Our present needs include development of 
Team Leaders in “Celebrate Recovery”, additional mature Christian leaders in our work at both Newtown and Hum-
phreys, additional funding to undergird our total ministries (a critical need at this point) and above all else the continued 
prayer support of all God’s people. 

We remain as always, humbled by the response of his people to the ongoing needs of this, “Mission in your own back-
yard”. 

We pray God’s continued blessings upon you all! 
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Princeton- Daylight Savings Time is upon us - March 11. How time flies.   

Men's Breakfast is Saturday morning at 7:00 A.M. on March 10.   

We will be showing the movie "Courageous" on Sunday evening, March 11 @ 6:30 pm. Anyone is invited to attend. Fly-
ers have been put up around town.   

Week of Prayer for Annie Armstrong is for the week of March 4 - 11.  WOM 1 will have their noon luncheon on March 5 
and WOM 2 on March 6. 

First Day of Spring is March 20 - I am ready to see some beautiful flowers and trees blooming out! 

 

Salem- First of all I need to make a correction from last months Encourager on the Women of Faith seminar for mothers 
and daughters that our church is attending, it will be in Omaha, not Oklahoma as stated before.  

On February 5th, Bro. Tim shared a video with us that Sunday evening. about a group of students, some as young as 
16, making a trip to Viet Nam to smuggle Bibles to that country.  Mercy, it was an eye opener and very scary for them.  
They had to hide everything they did because they were watched all the time. They would meet in secret with the people 
over there and those people were so happy and excited that they had come.  We have more of the video to watch.  We 
are having a speaker come in the near future to speak to us that is involved with this group.  

The 12th of February the youth of our church prepared a whole Valentine meal for the church.  It was well prepared, a 
full meal, and nice decorations.  They cooked it all and served us at the tables.  Everyone enjoyed it, and the youth had a 
lot of fun preparing it.  A Valentine game was played afterward by all.  What a fun night!!!   Cards and candy were also 
passed out to the children.  

February 19th we watched the film “Courageous” on our new movie screen. What a very good movie. Very impressive 
film.  Everyone should see it. We also had finger food and popcorn to munch on during the movie.  Another fun night at 
Salem. Next Sunday night we are back into our study of Revelations.   

Trenton First-  Our Awana ministry is continuing to have good attendance.  We are blessed by several new adults 
working with the children as listeners.  A large group of ladies are doing the Beth Moore Bible Study on the book of 
James.  Carolyn Chesnut is the study leader.  Our first fifth Sunday event for 2012 was January 29th with “Kindred Spir-
its” in concert.  Many in our community were blessed by their ministry.  Our next fifth Sunday event will be April 29th with 
a Singspiration coordinated by Matt Remus. 

The Monday evening Archery Shoot/League is very well attended.  If you don’t want to participate you are welcome to 
come and watch.   

Senior adults enjoyed breakfast at Cindy’s in Galt in February.  March 16th they are having a St. Patrick’s dinner.  Rich-
ard Ashenfelter will entertain with storytelling. 

A new Women on Mission group has started.  They will meet the second Tuesday each month at 7:00 pm. 

Pat Vandel, our worship leader, recently attended a training event.  
 
GriefShare meets at 7:00 pm at Tenth Street Baptist Church with Tammy Miller  and Diane 
Crawford, Barbara Criswell and Colleen Scott as leaders.  Please invite your friends to this 
faith based support group. 
 

Celebrate Recovery meets every Saturday night at Tenth Street Baptist Church from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm.  From 6-7 pm is worship time and from 7-8 is small groups.  The Solid Rock Café is from 8-9 pm.  Transporta-
tion is available to people inside Trenton city limits. 

Better Woman Conference 

Speaker– Ginger Millerman  
Friday, May 4th at 6:30 pm—9:00 pm 

Saturday, May 5 at 9:00 am—11:30 am 

Trenton First Assembly of God 

Cost- $10.00– includes Friday night dinner &  

Saturday morning continental breakfast 

Tickets available at First Assembly 
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North Grand River Baptist Association 
1108 N Main               Director of Missions 

Trenton, MO   64683           Rev. E.J. Barnes 

Fax: 660.359.0200              Ministry Assistant 

E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net            Debbie Dickinson 

BSU Telephone– 660.654.0785                                                                                    BSU Director  

DOM’s Office– 660.359.3365                        Telephone – 660.359.3897                          Diann Barnes 

Web Page– www.northgrandriverbaptist.com 

January 
2012 
Reports 

 Monthly 
 Inc.  

 BSU 
Inc.  SS MW EW 

DT/ 
Wed WMU 

Bapt. 
Men 

Youth 
Kids 

Ministry Bapt. 
Ltr/ 
Other 

Alpha  $     160.23   $     25.00  14 20 9             

Edinburg  $     488.27   $     54.25  41 66 40 35 10 12 22 1   

Gallatin  $  1,202.21   $     50.00  95 139 28 13           

Galt  $     139.00   $     25.00                    

Jameson     6 9               

Jamesport  $       25.00   $     25.00  28 53 27           4 

Laredo  $     261.00                      

Lineville  $     230.43   $     46.09                    

M. Valley  $       37.86    11 14   12           

Mercer  $     125.00   $     25.00    61 14             

Modena  $       75.60   $     50.00  5 11 4             

Princeton  $  4,036.60   $     50.00  92 120 28 14 22 17 100 3   

Ravanna  $     115.37   $     49.44  15 13               

Rural Dale  $     731.22   $     50.00  76             1 1 

Salem  $     115.43    22 37 30             

Shelburne  $     762.03   $     75.00  36 48 26 20           

Spickard  $     100.00    10 24   7           

Tenth St.  $     755.30   $   125.88  95 146 43   4   117 3   

Trenton FB  $  1,159.97   $   193.33  97 142 108 46     92     

Union  $     152.34   $   100.00  48 76 20 45           

Total  $10,672.86   $   943.99  691 979 377 192 36 29 331 8 5 

Chilli, FBC    $     45.00  

  

MBC    $   690.00  

HBA    $1,500.00  

January 2012 NGR Account 
Beginning Balance $5,151.68 
 Income $14,208.75 
 Total $19,360.43 
 Expenses $12,276.36 
Ending Balance $7,084.07 
 

Line Items in General Checking 
Designated Funds $2,210.37 
General Fund $4,873.70 
Checking Balance Total $7,084.07 
 

NGR October– January  2012 
(Does not include designated funds) 

Income  $50,790.25 
Expenses $47,773.46 
Difference $3,016.79 

Seminary Checking $487.21 
Seminary Savings $2,061.79 

Belarus $11,072.95 

Benevolent Savings $744.14 

NGR Savings $4,427.18 

BSU– June– Income to Expense 
Beginning Balance $347.36 
 Income $3,513.99 
 Total $3,861.35 
 Expenses $1,357.53 
Ending Balance $2,503.82 
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Bible Study Helps- 
Notebooks and pads; pens, dry 
hi-liters 
 

NEW! Gaither DVD-  
“Celebration” 

Rose Publishing Pamphlets– Denomina-
tions– Cults & Religions-Time Line– 
Spiritual Gifts 
 
Several children’s DVD’s including Veg-
gie Tales, Hermie, What’s in the Bible, Pre-
cious Moments and more 
 

SPEC I AL  PURCHASESPEC I AL  PURCHASESPEC I AL  PURCHASESPEC I AL  PURCHASE ----     

Holman Christian Compact Bible-  $6.00 
B 

O 

O 

K 

S 

T 

O 

R 

E 

Courageous DVD- 
$19.00  

(Includes 2 hours of 
bonus clips) 

Courageous Study Books 

New Books 

NEW!  Praise & Worship 
4 (Blue Book)  Many 
already have the first 3 
volumes, you will enjoy 
the new book which in-
cludes titles such as 
“The Untitled Hymn” and 
more! 

“Enemies of the Heart” by Andy Stanley 
“God Makes Lemonade”– True stories that 

sweeten and inspire 

“Power of Prayer and Fasting”– God’s Gate-
way to Spiritual Breakthroughs 

“I am Second”– Real Stories Changing Lives 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

Evangelism  

Conference 

At Macon 

4 

 

5 6 

VBS  

Clinic @ 

Macon 

7 

Association 

Bible Drill 

10th St 

7 pm 

 

8 9 10 

11 

Daylight 

Savings 

Time 

Begins 

12 

Meeting 

At Grand 

Oaks 

At 10 am 

13 14 15 16 17 

Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

Union 

8 am 

18 19 20 

Women’s  

Luncheon 

10:30 am/ 

Spring 

Begins 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Evangelism 

Conference 

St. Joseph 

FBC 

2012 

BSU Spring Break– Ottumwa, Iowa 

Swords Into Plowshares Ministry  to Discontinue 
The Swords Into Plowshares Advisory Committee, the people of Belarus, and God thank you for your dedicated support 
of the Swords Into Plowshares Ministry.  Over the last 16 years you have helped hundreds of Belarusian families with 
cows, horses, sheep, goats, chickens, bees, geese, tractors, and farm machinery. 

The Belarusian people could hardly believe that people in a far away land could love them enough to give them such 
wonderful gifts. 

The Missouri Baptist Foundation will still provide a way to give.  Make contributions to: Missouri Baptist Foundation, Bel-
arus Ministries Support Fund.  Provided written information concerning the purposes in Belarus for which the gift is being 
made. 

Mail to: Missouri Baptist Foundation, 400 East High Street, Suite 500, Jefferson City, MO. 65101. 

For any questions call MBF at 1-800-776-0747. 

WEEK  OF PRAYER FOR NAMB– ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING 4-11 
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Each year Grand Oaks cam-

pus is the host site for a 

wide variety of events.  

Since we have several build-

ings that stay ready for use 

year round, those events 

take place throughout the 

year.  Retreats for youth, 

students and women are 

typically the most popular 

events, but not the only 

ones.  Here are some brief 

notes about a few of the 

events held here in addition 

to summer camps. 

BSU Boomers is a group of 
folks that spent their col-
lege years together active in 
BSU ministry in the late 
‘70s at what is now Truman 
State.  A small group of  

The Facilities Needs Team 

will be meeting on March 

12 in the Retreat Center.  

Each Association involved 

in Grand Oaks is asked to 

send a representative to 

serve on that group.  In 

addition, those persons 

enlisted to help take the 

lead in the upcoming fund-

raising campaign are also 

asked to attend. 

The Grand Oaks Board of 

Directors will be meeting 

on April 5th.  Committees 

meet at 10:00 am and full 

Grand Oaks...Not Just a Summer Destination 

Meetings of Note 

These BSU Students are enjoy-
ing their worship time during 
the recent “Communitas” re-

Volume ‘12, 
Issue 3 

Oak Leaves 

Special points of interest: 

In addition to summer 
camps, in the past year 
Grand Oaks has been the 
site for: 

 

♦ Nearly 20 overnight 
events including men 
& women of all ages, 
students and youth,  
G.A.s and  R.A.s. 

♦ 10 or so “special 
events” ranging from 
weddings to group 
training to banquets. 

♦ Several family reun-
ions—some of them 
multi-night stays. 

♦ Several swim parties 
and birthday parties 
of all ages! 

Grand Oaks Baptist Assembly, Inc. 

March, 2012 

 

Did You Know?! 

 

⇒ During summer 

camp season Grand 

Oaks can accom-

modate up to 300 

campers. 

⇒ During early fall 

and early spring 

Grand Oaks can 

accommodate up to 

200 guests. 

⇒ During winter 

months Grand Oaks 

can accommodate 

up to 120 guests. 

them got together here La-

bor Day weekend for some 

reminiscing, a trip to 

Jamesport and lastly a trek 

back to Kirksville for lunch 

at Pagliais Pizza and a tour 

of the expanded 110 Build-

ing, home of Truman BSU.  

Grand Oaks was a great 

place to gather for privacy 

and affordability. 

Men from Lighthouse 
Chapel, led by Pastor Hil-
ton Lawrence have been 
gathering for a fall over-
night for several years now.  
They use Pierce Hall for 
sleeping and meet in the 
Old Lodge.  They love 
gathering around the fire 
pit and enjoy great fellow-

fellowship and food during 

their stay.  They also have 

a pretty good Friday night 

jam session. 

Deacons and wives from 

Chillicothe, FBC have 

made Grand Oaks Old 

Lodge the home of their 

fall cookout/fish fry 

(depending on how the  
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In Memoriam… 

With personal sadness we report the passing of Rev. 

Everett Walden.  Bro. Everett was a longtime presi-

dent of the Grand Oaks Board, serving from 1992 to 

2010.  Serving as DOM of the New Life Association, 

Everett came to camp twice each summer, typically 

spending his days working in the kitchen with twice 

daily treks to oversee the snack shack operation. 

During his tenure as Board President, Everett pre-

sided over 36 Board meetings and many committees 

and oversaw the adoption of many significant policy 

changes as well as facility improvements.  Those fa-

cilities included a new manager home, new dining 

9463 State Hwy 190 
Chillicothe, MO 64601 
 

Grand Oaks Baptist 
Assembly, Inc. 

Phone: 660 646-1906 
 
Email: grandoaks@grandoakscamp.org 

Christian Camping among the 
giant oaks and rolling hills of 
North Missouri. 

Dr. Everett Walden, on 
right, visits with some 
camp supporters. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.grandoakscamp.org 
“Like” us on Facebook 

(Continued from Page 1) 

fishing has been) for a few 

years. 

Men from Green Valley BC 

gathered here in mid January 

for an overnight in the Re-

treat Center.  They also en-

joyed pizza and the movie 

Courageous in the Chapel on 

Friday night. 

Families find the camp a 
great place to gather for reun-
ions.  Not enough room at 
your house for the crowd?  
How about one of our meet-
ing rooms.  The Wilson fam-
ily of Chillicothe are regulars 
for holidays and a yearly 
birthday party in the Retreat 
Center multi purpose room.  
And each Easter Sunday, the 
descendants of Hazel Allen 
gather to worship at her old 
church and then head to 
Grand Oaks for a dinner re-
union in the Retreat Center. 
Students involved in BSU 

groups have come for retreat 

here for many years.  Re-

cently the events were  

combined to include several 
campuses from across north 
Missouri.  This past January 
nearly 100 came for an over-
night themed “Communitas.”  
MWSU campus minister Paul 
Damery notes “Grand Oaks 
was a great place to explore 
this theme because the facili-
ties work so well for spending 
time together.” Greg Xander, 
from Truman noted that one 
student said “it was the best 
retreat of her 4 years of col-
lege.”   Diann Barnes, campus 
minister at NCMC added 
“this retreat is the impetus 
God uses to put a shot of 
adrenaline in our veins for 
HIM.”   
A student group we only re-
cently began serving is the 
Navigator ministry.  For two 
years now on Super Bowl 
weekend around 100 college 
women have descended on 
camp for a full weekend of 
worship, study and fellow-
ship.   The theme this year 
was “Freedom in Christ” and 
coordinator  Jamie Hopp re-
ported that at least three of  

the young women made pro-

fessions of faith while here!   

Last spring a group of their 

guys and gals arrived over  the 

weekend after finals and spent 

a full “Week in the Word” 

before heading out for home 

and summer jobs. 

During the coming month we 

will host three weekend 

events.  On the 2nd and 3rd 

women from Missouri Valley 

Association will be here in 

retreat.  Then the following 

weekend youth from the same 

area will head this way.  On 

the last weekend of the month 

the “Crossfire” youth group 

from Lathrop, FBC will be in 

retreat. 

We are thankful to be able to 

serve these and the many 

other groups that come here 

for events.  Won’t you please 

join us in a prayer of thanks 

for what God is doing 

through this facility and for 

what He wants to do in the 

days ahead. 


