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2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”
Matthew 28:1828:18-20

North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose- “To mutually and prayerfully support, encourage and challenge
one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and
one another, and to evangelize those who have yet to come to know Him personally.”
Matthew 28:19-20

Senior Adult Fellowship
And Bible Study
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
Noon at the
Mission Center
Bring a Covered Dish
Alpha*
Edinburg
Gallatin
Galt
Jamesport
Laredo
Lineville
Medicine Valley
Mercer
Modena
Princeton
Ravanna
Rural Dale
Salem
Shelburne
Tenth Street
Trenton First
Union
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Guest Speaker
Rev. Ron Ratliff
Association VBS Fair Clinic
Monday, April 2
Trenton FBC
6:30-8:30 pm
“Game On– Gearing Up for Life’s Big Game”

“His divine power has given us everything required for life and
godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness”.
2 Peter 1:3
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All of our hearts have been broken watching a tragedy unfold in the Florida high
school. Unfortunately that is not a rare occurrence. Our world is filled with evil that expresses itself in the taking of life. Never forget Satan is on a "leash". Until the Lord returns Satan has an ability to conduct his evil upon this earth. In a way that I feel I don't
understand, nor do you the Lord has allowed Satan a short leash. One day in heaven
we will understand everything. But today is not that day. The apostle Paul even says
that he saw through a glass dimly with the absolute certainty that one day he would know everything. When
evil strikes in our communities we also see through a glass. The obvious questions why did this happen? Why
didn't God prevent it from happening? There's nothing wrong with asking the questions. But often the scripture is silent on the why but it speaks volumes about the what now. There's no doubt that when evil such as
this strikes Christians are to respond by mourning with those who mourn and weeping with those who weep.
We are to care for and pray for all of those affected by this.
But as I reflected on this particular tragedy my mind was drawn to a story in the New Testament. The one
where Jesus Christ is at the Sea of Galilee and he met the man who has many demons -"... no one could bind
him anymore, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains...No
one was strong enough to subdue him." Mark 5
The best efforts of man to subdue pure evil in this world are of little consequence. We should and must as a
nation/community do all we can to subdue evil and protect everyone especially the most vulnerable (our children) among us.
But the only real answer to this kind of evil is the transforming power of the gospel. The church in North
America has to be held accountable for our poor stewardship of the gospel. Church members quarrel and
waste energy bickering over temporal issues such as music, ministry styles, generational preferences and we
see the closure of over 4000 churches each year in America while evil grows and lives are shattered in every
community across our land.
"I will build my church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it" - Jesus. Yet much of the church in
North America is too distracted/discouraged/truth denying /disheartened/disengaged from the gospel to
have any impact on the very gates of hell.... the evil such as we once again witnessed yesterday.
I pray that these kind of events will be a wake up call to all of us to redouble our efforts to share the good
news of Jesus Christ with a lost and dying world. It is only the transforming power of the gospel I can defeat
the evil that is all around us
Your Interim Director of Missions
Mark

Pastors Prayer &
Fellowship Time
at Pizza Hut
2nd Monday
of each month
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March Sale
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Books– 15% off
March 1-16
Bibles– 15% off- March 19-31
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Several DVD’s
“A Question of Faith”
Books including:
30 Days of Hope Series
“Joy Through a Child’s Severe Illness”
“Restoration in Infant Loss”
“Strength in Chronic Illness”

$11 Pre registrati

$16 & site registrati
$8 T shirts by rder
y with
registrati by 4"12"18

Life Interrupted by Priscilla Shearer

Fees d

Special Purchases Including:
NIV Devotional Bible– hardback- $8.00
Devotions for Pastors- $4.00
(Limited Supply)
Easter Boxed Cards
Clearance Items

The Mission
Center
Will be closed
On Friday
March 30th.

YOUTH CAMP—June 4-8
Camp forms are available now at your
church or at the Mission Center.
“Be Detoxed” Romans 12:2
Staff Directors– Christina Boatright &
Assistant Gary Lanning
Camp Pastor: Matt Arthaud
Worship: Nick Wilson

thr ugh 4"23"18

t i c ude h usi g

Detai s a d register
i e at
baptist rg"rac gress
Better Woman Conference
Friday, March16– 6:00 pm
Saturday, March 17– 9:00 am—11:45 am
Cost: $20.00
Includes Friday night dinner & Saturday
morning continental breakfast
Tickets at Trenton First Assembly of God
Speaker: KyAnne Weaver from Kansas
Ladies of churches are invited to join in the
decorating of the tables. Contact Connie
Olmstead at 660-359-4160

12
20
25
28
29

Josh Gottman
Diann Barnes
Deryl & Linda Niffen
Cyndy Munday
Ron Ratliff

Next NGR Council Meeting
Monday- 7:00 pm
March 19, 2018
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Haiti 2018
Hope you all missed me, as always, I am glad to be home. I was in Haiti from January 13 till February 2. The temperature when I left was 11 degrees outside, and when I returned it was 11 degrees. 3 weeks is a long time to be gone but our group was able to get a lot done. My job was
cooking and along with Anna Campbell from Kingston and we cooked for 35-40 hungry people
every day. Not my favorite job, but I felt I had been prayed into it.
The group was able to finish 15 homes for families that had lost theirs 2 years ago. Many other
works were going on at the same time. The families moving into their homes will start out with little to no furniture. Most sleep on cardboard on the floor. The families came and painted their own home while we were
there and the bright jewel colors they chose could be seen miles away. A bright spot in the dessert surroundings. Our Haitian dishwasher was able to paint her house bright green. The only piece of furniture she has is
a table that one of the men in camp made for her. She and her 4 children will finally have a roof over there
head that they can call their own.
Thanks to all the people that gave me money or prayed for me while I was gone. No one was injured, we had
enough food and no one became ill. These are all answers to prayers. There were quite a few critters, but
they kept there distance.
Love you brothers and sisters

Shelly Sims
The WMU has purchased the following DVD and is available to be checked out from the NGR Media Library.
Changing the World one child at a time- “MULLY”. What happens when a six year old boy is abandoned by his family and left to raise himself on the streets?
From award-winning director Scott Haze, Mully is no ordinary rags-to-riches tale. It’s the true story
of Charles Mully, whose unlikely stratospheric rise to wealth and power leaves him questioning his
own existence, searching for meaning in life. Against the better judgment of family and community,
Mully sets out to enrich the fate of orphaned children all across the land. Jeopardizing his own life
and the security of his family, Charles Mully risks everything and sets in motion a series of events
that is nothing short of astonishing.

Registration is $30 until March 21, 2018, $40 after.

Saturday box lunch is $5 each

Child care available if registered in advance. Call Angie Hurd at 314-540-2983
For more information, contact Laura Wells at 636-209-0027 or dwells6779@sbcglobal.net
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Hello friends!
This semester has already been full of so many amazing things, I’ve seen students rededicating their lives to Christ. Students growing in faith, choosing to do
mission work. I’m excited to see all that God is going to do this semester.
We have Spring Break Mission Trip coming up, Spring Retreat and Canada Mission Trip plus summer missions! We could always use donations for our trips, whether it’s scholarships, food, supplies.
If anyone would like to help please let me know! I appreciate all your prayers for this ministry!
For Jesus,
Christina Boatright

Edinburg– February 10th there were 13 of us that went to the Pretenders Playhouse at
Cameron. They put on a great play and dinner. I think everyone had a good time.
We have started a youth group.
have 4 youth and 2 leaders.

They meet on Sundays starting at 4:30 pm. We currently

We had a Valentine’s dinner at the church with 41 attending. Alexandra and Lesa Petrov
came out to speak to us. They have served as missionaries.
We are planning a dinner at noon on March 18 for our Silvery Society at the church.
Our Easter breakfast will be March 31 at 8:00 am. Everyone is welcome to come, we would be glad to have
you.
We have more events we are planning. It is exciting and a blessing to see how the Lord is working in our
church.

Gallatin- The FBC Celebration Choir will be presenting their Cantata on Sunday, April 1 during morning worship.
The Keenagers will meet for the monthly luncheon on Thursday, March 1.

Jamesport– The Missions Prayer Partner’s Ladies sponsored a Valentine ministry to the Meadowview
apartments and the Park View Plaza on February 3rd.
February 17th our church enjoyed a Valentine Taco-bar Banquet with special music afterward by Trenton
FBC Quartet.
A Gideon representative was guest speaker at our church Sunday morning February 25th.
We served the BSU Luncheon on February 28th.

The Campbell family from Tina will be serving the Lord through their
music on Sunday evening March 4th at 6 pm. The family includes
Clint and Margie and their 7 children. Five of the children sing and
play musical instruments. Anyone is invited to join us at Jamesport
Baptist Church.
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Medicine Valley Community Ministry- Attendance at services has been like a yoyo the
past six or seven weeks due to weather and road conditions, and the flu and other health conditions. Services have been excellent however, despite a sometime low attendance with a good
spirit exercised by those present.
We are pleased with the spiritual growth we see in the lives of some of our newer members and
trust the day may come when they will become spiritual leaders in the work of the Lord.
We are praying God will send us a youth leader, be it a young man or a young lady, perhaps a college student
able to work with youth and older children on the weekends and/or to serve here as a summer missionary.
We still use the booth at the Dusty Attic in Jamesport to help raise funds for special needs. We welcome the donation of antiques, collectables and vintage items.
Although our financial status has improved with the recent sale of the Newtown parsonage we continue in need
of additional funding as basic expenditures continue to outpace our monthly receipts.
We remain ever grateful to all who by your prayers, financial contributions and hands on ministry continue to
support this “Ministry In Your Own Backyard”.

Princeton- The Mercer County Ministerial Alliance would like to invite everyone to the “Jews for Jesus” Christ
in the Passover at Princeton FBC on Tuesday, March 27th at 7:00 pm.
Jesus’ Last Supper was actually a Jewish Passover. David Randle of Jews for Jesus will re-create the traditional
Passover service and explain how it foreshadowed Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Salem– We would like for you to mark your calendars now for Sunday, June 3rd. We will be celebrating Salem's 150 year at 2:00pm. Everyone is invited to join us on that day and more information will become available.

Trenton FBC– Our new Associate Pastor to Families– Andrew Bertram and his wife Sara have arrived and
beginning his ministry here. We are very excited and look forward to what God is planning for FBC.
The Wednesday night Bible Study and Prayer group is about to finish up the study of Proverbs.
The Keenagers had their Valentine Social on February 21st with an ice cream sundae bar.
Area 56 and Awanas continue to meet. The Children’s Choir hopes to begin soon.
A group went on a mission trip to Illinois with Love Packages. This is a very exciting ministry in sending out left
over literature to so many remote places in the world.

Union- Romans 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us..” We have had a rough start to the new year with the weather as well as
the cold and flu bug making its way around our membership, yet we continue to find God’s blessings in all things.
We have had another baptism in the last month looking forward to more.
March is bringing us an evening of sharing their recent Africa bucket ministry trip by Mike and Sherry Knapp on
Saturday, March the 3rd, then our Wild Game supper on March 17th with revival to follow Sunday the 18th
through Wednesday the 21st with Kolby King making a Gospel Presentation using Ventriloquism & Illusions as
well as a message.
We also are planning our annual Easter Breakfast on Sunday morning, April 1st.
We go to Eastview Nursing Home every 3rd Sunday of the month and serve the Celebrate Recovery meal once
a month.
We pray for and ask God to Bless all our sister churches in NGRBA as well as all associational ministries.
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Church Giving
January 2018
Reports

Alpha
Edinburg
Gallatin
Galt
Jamesport
Laredo
Lineville
M. Valley
Mercer
Modena
Princeton
Ravanna
Rural Dale
Salem
Shelburne
Tenth St.
Trenton FB
Union
Total
Chilli, FBC
Gilman BC
Milan FBC
MBC
Linn-Livingston
Zion

Monthly
Inc.

BSU
Inc.

$ 132.26
$ 473.56
$ 783.93

$
$
$

25.00
52.62
50.00

$ 25.00
$ 218.00
$ 233.76

$
$
$

25.00
50.00
25.00

$ 253.31 $ 25.00
$ 39.71
$ 56.71 $ 80.00
$ 102.34 $ 43.86
$ 615.04 $ 75.00
$ 166.00 $ 25.00
$ 582.30 $ 75.00
$ 774.76 $ 129.12
$1,103.25 $ 183.88
$ 141.15 $ 100.00
$5,701.08 $ 964.48
$ 45.00
$ 200.00
$ 145.59
$ 460.00
$ 41.70
$ 25.00

Seminary Checking
Seminary Savings

$134.21
$2,325.20

Benevolent Savings
NGR Savings

$797.30
$1,260.65

BSU– January– Income to Expense
Beginning Balance
$7.316.10
Income
$1,981.77
Total
$9,297.87
Expenses
$2,162.63
Ending Balance
$7,135.24
General BSU Fund
$6,715.48
Designated BSU Fund
$419.76

Church Service Times
SS

AM
PM
Weds.
9:30
10:30
6:30
7:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:40
6:00
7:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
7:00
9:45
10:45
7:00
7:00
9:30
10:30
6:30
6:00
9:45
10:45
6:00
6:00
9:30
10:30
6:00
9:30
10:30
6:30
6:30
10:00
10:40
6:00
6:00
9:40
10:40
7:00
6:00
9:30
10:45
9:45
10:45
5:00
6:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
10:00
10:55
6:00
6:30
9:30
10:30
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:40
6:00
6:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
6:00
Join any of these churches in worship

NOTE: BSU included in NGR Account below.
January 2018 NGR Account
Beginning Balance
$40,342.30
Income
$12,827.01
Total
$53,169.31
Expenses
$7,156.41
Ending Balance
$46,012.90
Line Items in NGR Checking
NGR Designated Funds
$17,952.88
NGR General Fund
$20,924.78
BSU Line Item Balance
$7,135.24
NGR October 2017—January 2018
(Includes BSU & Designated Funds)
Income
$59,816.18
Expenses
$54,044.13
Difference
$5,772.05

North Grand River Baptist Association
1108 N Main
Trenton, MO 64683
Telephone – 660.359.3897
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net
Web Page– northgrandriverbaptist.com
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net
Fax: 660.359.0200

Interim DOM
Mark Clifton
Ministry Assistant
Debbie Dickinson
BSU Interim Director
Christina Boatright

E-Encourager
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The Mercer County Ministerial Alliance
Welcomes
JEWS FOR JESUS
For their presentation of:

Christ in the Passover
Jesus’ Last Supper was actually a Jewish Passover. David Randle
of Jews for Jesus will re-create the traditional Passover service and
explain how it foreshadowed Jesus’ death and resurrection.

First Baptist Church
1308 E Main Street
Princeton, MO 64673

Tuesday, March 27th at 7:00 pm

