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2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”
Matthew 28:1828:18-20

North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose- “To mutually and prayerfully support, encourage and challenge
one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and
one another, and to evangelize those who have yet to come to know Him personally.”
Matthew 28:19-20
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Pastor ’s Fellowship
Monday, 6:30 pm
January 30, 2017
Mission Center
I would like to encourage all pastors in our association to come and join
us as we pray and fellowship together. At our last meeting we had 12
pastors present and had a good time of fellowship.
Bro. Garrett Trunk
NGR Pastoral Ministry Director
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Greeting to all NGRBA Churches in the name of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ
We have completed another busy year and now look forward to 2017. What will the new year bring? We all
have expectations, goals and maybe New Year’s resolutions but we truly do not know what the new year will
bring on. God does.
Let’s take a moment and focus on what we do know on what will happen soon. Of course I am talking about
the soon return of our Lord Jesus Christ! We do not know if He will come this year but He could! The point is
that this is our great hope as believers. So I want to encourage everyone to live, love and serve as if He will
return today! What a difference that would make in the way we live.
Jesus promised He would return so we know we can trust that it will come to pass. The more we focus on
Jesus and His return the less room there is in our life for unproductive clutter.
So lets make this year the most productive ever because we are looking up to the Heavens with excitement
and joy as we serve diligently and prepare for his return!
In Christ,
Bro. Jim Whitley
Pastor Alpha Baptist Church
II Cor. 5:17
“

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.”

Hello all!
This semester ended so beautifully with a wonderful Christmas bag giveaway to the
students. The students were so excited that many of them hugged me, and jumped up
and down for joy! Goes to show it doesn't take much for the love of Christ to be shown!
Thank you to all who have gave towards these bags, they were a true blessing!
We had our BSU Christmas party were we had close to twenty people in attendance. We had a lot of fun and
a wonderful Christmas worship service after!
This coming semester we have many things on our agenda like Spring Break mission trip, Canada mission
trip, conferences and fun nights! If any of you are interested in donating toward a student going on one of our
mission trips or conferences please contact me!
We are still in need of churches for Wednesday lunches if you hadn't heard from me I may not have your contact information, so if interested in serving please contact Debbie or myself to schedule!
Thank you all so much for your faithful support!
For Jesus,
Christina Boatright
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January– a new year, a great time to begin with a new Devotion Book
and Bible.

December 28th– January 13th
Bibles– 10% off
Devotion Books– 10% off
Bible Covers– 10% off
Made in Italy Journals- $6.00
In January enjoy a book or DVD. The Bookstore has
several to choose from or we can order one for you.

Edinburg Baptist Church
Saturday, 8:00 am
January 21, 2017
All Men Invited!

“The Insanity of God” by Nik Ripken- $12.70
Several Bible Study Books- $5.00 each
CD Devotions with Priscilla Shirer- $7.00
Remember to pray for and stop by the Bookstore– a
ministry of NGR Association.

The Mission Center
Will be closed
Monday,
January 2, 2017
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Chris Neeley
Judy Wilson
Rebecca Nance
Cathie Whitley
Gene Schreffler
Courtney Prater
Iva Gail Ratliff

Volunteers Needed!
Medicine Valley Community Ministry needs volunteers
to help with the preparation and distribution of the Food
Pantry Ministry
January dates to help with food distribution at
Medicine Valley Community Ministry
January 17th– Prepare Boxes at
Newtown Baptist Chapel–
9 am to noon

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
January 15, 2017

January 19th– Food Distribution

YOUTH MEETING
I would like to have a youth meeting Thursday Jan
12th, 2017 at Sweet Praises Coffee Shop (old
The Barn Coffee Shop) on Main St. at 5:30 pm
and end by 7:00 pm. Please come even if you are
late. This is for anyone who wants to show the
love of Jesus to the youth; to help plan a few activities. Thank you.
Vanessa Hamilton

North Grand River
Executive Board Meeting
Monday, January 16, 2017
7:00 pm at the Mission Center
Agenda items must be turned in by
January 3rd.
Please turn reports in by
January 10th.
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2017 Great Commission Conference
(formerly the MBC Evangelism Conference)
Join us in Springfield Feb. 23-25, 2017, for the Great Commission Conference. Formerly
known as the MBC Evangelism Conference, the 2017 GCC is an expanded multi-generation
event to equip and encourage Missouri Baptists in all facets of gospel ministry. It is designed
for pastors, church staff leaders, students, campus missionaries, and anyone else seeking encouragement and equipping for The Mission!
There will be biblical preaching and teaching, corporate worship, training / equipping, networking/relationshipbuilding, and story sharing. Together we will celebrate God’s work among us to make disciples, multiply churches, and
develop leaders.
Theme: Transform
Where: Ridgecrest Baptist Church, 2210 W Republic Road, Springfield, MO 65807.
When: Feb. 23-25, 2017
What: Biblical preaching and teaching, and corporate worship; training / equipping; networking/relationship-building;
story sharing; celebration of God’s work among us to make disciples, multiply churches, and develop leaders.
Cost: There is no cost to participate. The registration fee is provided by your faithful giving to Missouri missions through
the Cooperative Program.
Speakers:
• Dr. Alvin Reid (Senior professor of evangelism at SEBTS)
• Dr. Robert Smith (Christian Preaching professor, Beeson Divinity School)
• Dr. John Avant (Concord Baptist Church, Knoxville, TN)
• Dr. Ed Litton and Kathy Litton (Redemption Church, Mobile AL; NAMB consultant for ministry to pastor’s wives)
• Dr. David Garrison (Global Gates Executive Dir.; former IMB Global Strategist for Evangelical Advance)

Women who love
Missions wanted to
Unite in our association for 2017
Seasons Greeting to everyone. I’m hoping you all a Christ filled New Year to come.
The Encourager went to press before our December meeting, but we had a special meeting planned for December 20th.
Allen Brock, Director of Mission’s from Linn-Livingston Association is our planned speaker. He will share about his association work in Nicaragua.
Shelly Sims will be leaving for Haiti on January 14th to work in a hurricane ravaged area of Northern Haiti. She would
covet any prayers offered up for her during that time.
Our group is looking for new members to share in our mission studies and our varied outreach. The bonus is wonderful
fellowship with fellow believers.
Next meeting is January 17th at 11:00 am at the Mission Center, weather permitting. Call Bev if any questions arise for
the meeting.
A Sister in Christ,
Shelly Sims
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Medicine Valley- Am now preaching a series entitled “The Gifts of Christmas”. Were rewarded at conclusion of last Sunday’s message “The Gift of Joy” as one young man came
forward to receive Jesus as Savior, Lord and Master. One for whose salvation we had long
prayed, an occasion for real Joy! Praise God for this victory!
We continue our Wednesday Night Bible Study Group Meetings at our home in Humphreys
with a small but faithful group of adults involved. We are presently utilizing study material
from David Jeremiah entitled “Is This the End?---for America---for the World”. Interesting
and thought provoking.
We continue to provide food assistance to some 80 to 85 households each month with much appreciated volunteer help from community people and individuals from other churches.
We fill food boxes on the Tuesday before the third Thursday each month and distribute the food boxes on the
third Thursday.
Volunteers are needed at Newtown on the Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to noon and on Thursday from 2:00 to
4:30. Volunteers are also needed at the Community Center at Humphreys from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. on Thursday
We continue to receive some financial assistance from our booth at the “Dusty Attic” in Jamesport. We continue to welcome donated items such as old furniture pieces, barn siding, boards, trim, old doors and windows, in whatever state of disrepair and antiques and collectibles of any type.
Our greatest need is the prayer support of all God’s people who remain supportive of these ministries. Among
our prayer concerns at present are the following:
That we will be enabled to reach more people with the gospel message. That many more will come to
know Christ as Savior.
That we will be enabled to disciple and place in service those who come to Christ,
That the ministries financial needs will continue to be met through God’s providential care and the concern
of caring people.
That the parsonage at Newtown will sell and enable provision of additional needed resources.
May the peace of God go with each of you throughout this new year of challenge and hope for renewal. We
remain grateful for all who support the ministry of this “Mission in Your Own Back Yard”.

Trenton FBC– January 1st we will be starting a marriage class taught by David and Kayla Michael. We
continue to have a college class that was started in September.
Our WMU had to postpone our Lottie Moon Christmas offering because of the weather so we will continue
our emphasis through January 15th. During the month of February we will emphasize WMU Focus Week.
The AWANA’S for our children will meet at 6 pm on Wednesday beginning January 4th, providing there is
school. The RA’s, GA’s and Mission Friends meet at 5:00 pm on Sundays.
The Keenagers had a wonderful time going the FBC Raywtown on December 3rd to see the Christmas pageant and to see the light show at Pleasant Valley Church in Liberty. The Keenagers had their Christmas dinner on December 22nd with a carry in luncheon.

THE NOTS
Dear God,
Please untie the knots in my mind, my heart and my life. Remove the have nots, the can nots, and
the do nots that I have in my heart. Erase the will nots, may nots, might nots that may find a home
in my heart. Release me from the could nots, would nots and should nots that obstruct my life, and
most of all,
Dear God,
I ask that you remove from my mind, my heart and my life all of the “am nots” that I have allowed to
hold me back, especially the thought that I am not good enough.
Amen
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Church Giving
November 2016
Reports

Alpha
Edinburg
Gallatin
Galt
Jamesport
Laredo
Lineville
M. Valley
Mercer
Modena
Princeton
Ravanna
Rural Dale
Salem
Shelburne
Spickard
Tenth St.
Trenton FB
Union
Total
Chilli, FBC
Gilman BC
MBC
Milan FBC

Monthly
Inc.

BSU
Inc.

$ 154.84
$ 648.73
$ 894.73

$ 25.00
$ 72.08
$ 123.70

$ 25.00
$ 683.40
$ 259.56

$ 25.00
$ 150.00
$ 25.00

$ 301.22
$ 110.46
$ 481.73

$ 25.00
$ 150.00
$ 80.00

$ 896.61
$ 99.78
$ 598.04
$ 70.00

$
$
$

$1,021.33
$ 181.47
$6,426.90

$ 102.13
$ 100.00
$1,052.91
$ 45.00
$ 200.00
$ 460.00
$ 176.91

75.00
25.00
75.00

Seminary Checking
Seminary Savings

$109.21
$2,305.08

Benevolent Savings
NGR Savings

$783.83
$463.16

BSU– October– Income to Expense
Beginning Balance
$7,513.58
Income
$1,974.82
Total
$9,488.40
Expenses
$1,570.97
Ending Balance
$7,917.43
General BSU Fund
$7,663.65
Designated BSU Fund
$253.78

Church Service Times
SS

AM
PM
Weds.
9:30
10:30
6:30
7:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:40
6:00
7:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
7:00
9:45
10:45
7:00
7:00
9:30
10:30
6:30
6:00
9:45
10:45
6:00
6:00
9:30
10:30
6:00
9:30
10:30
6:30
6:30
10:15
9:00
6:00
6:00
9:40
10:40
7:00
6:00
9:30
10:45
9:45
10:45
5:00
6:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
10:00
10:55
6:00
6:30
9:30
10:30
9:30
10:30
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:40
6:00
6:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
6:00
Join any of these churches in worship

November 2016 NGR Account
Beginning Balance
$35,782.20
Income
$12,480.44
Total
$48,262.64
Expenses
$10,630.22
Ending Balance
$37,632.42
Line Items in General Checking
Designated Funds
$9,160.46
General Fund
$21,121.19
BSU Line Item Balance
$7,917.43
NGR October-November 2016
(Includes designated funds)
Income
$31,396.88
Expenses
$22,352.67
Difference
$9,044.21

North Grand River Baptist Association
1108 N Main
Trenton, MO 64683
Fax: 660.359.0200
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net
Telephone – 660.359.3897
Web Page– northgrandriverbaptist.com

Ministry Assistant
Debbie Dickinson
BSU Interim Director
Christina Boatright
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