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2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”
Matthew 28:1828:18-20

North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose- “To mutually and prayerfully support, encourage and challenge
one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and
one another, and to evangelize those who have yet to come to know Him personally.”
Matthew 28:19-20

VBS Director & Pastor Pre-Clinic
Monday, January 23, 2012
7:00 pm
See page 2 for more
Information on 2012 VBS
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North Grand River
Brotherhood & WMU
Invite you to come to the
Chili & Soup Supper
Saturday at 7:00 pm
February 4, 2012
Rural Dale Baptist Church
Bring either a dessert,
Relish or cheese tray.
Everyone is Invited
Come and Join Us!
North Grand River Executive Board Meeting
Monday, January 16, 2012
7:00 pm
On the agenda:
1. Decision on the date for the 2012 NGR Annual Meeting. Choices include–
Plan A– One Day, September 16th at Modena. Plan B– Two evenings with
Monday, September 17th, at Modena and Tuesday, September 18th at Galt.
2. Addition to Policy and Procedure Manual regarding mileage reimbursement
for the Director of Missions and BSU Director.
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Association VBS training
April 23, at FBC Trenton,
6 pm – 8:45 pm
It’s coming! It’s coming!
AWA....AWA.....AWA.......

Amazing Wonders Aviation
Encountering God's Awesome Power.

Edinburg Baptist Church
Saturday, 8:00 am
January 21, 2012
All Men Invited!

The staff of North Grand
River would like to express
to all the churches a big
thank you for your Christmas Gift. It is such a
blessing to be a part of this
association. We wish you
a joyous New Year full of God’s Blessings.
E.J. and Diann Barnes
Debbie Dickinson
Gene Schreffler
Mike Dennis

Alpha
Edinburg
Gallatin
Galt
Jameson
Jamesport
Laredo
Lineville
Medicine Valley
Mercer
Modena
Princeton
Ravanna*
Rural Dale
Salem
Shelburne
Spickard
Tenth Street
Trenton First
Union*
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NGR Mission Center
Will be Closed
Monday, January 2
In Observances of
New Year’s Day

Yes, that is the new VBS theme for 2012!!! This year,
the theme is based on six beautiful God-made natural
wonders. And it is taken from Psalm 147:5 — "Our
Lord is great, vast in power; His understanding is infinite" (HCSB)
From the Matterhorn Mountain, to Victoria Falls in
South America, to the Northern Lights, and Grand
Canyon in the USA, to Great Barrier Reef off Australia
and then the newest volcano in Mexico, ....the kids will
be going around the world taking in six of God’s wonderful natural wonder.
They will be learning that God has the power to create
these awesome natural wonders, but He also has the
power to make an awesome impact on our lives. We
will be teaching that they can rely on God's power to
do whatever He wants them to do.
Church VBS directors and pastors are encouraged to
attend our Early Bird VBS Conference Monday evening, January 23, 2012 at the associational office at 7
pm. You will have an opportunity to purchase your
VBS kits and get 15% discount that comes back to the
association to use for VBS needs in churches this
year. Come and see what is in store for us this year as
we soar all over the world!
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NGR BOOKSTORE– 1108 MAIN– TRENTON

Trenton First Baptist Church
Invites you to watch the movie

COURAGEOUS
Sunday, January 8, 2012—6:00 pm
Everyone is invited! Bring a friend!
2421 Oklahoma Ave

2
2
14
18
26

Chris Neeley
Cathie Whitley
Gene Schreffler
Iva Gail Ratliff

January 15, 2012
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From My Heart to Yours
“The Lord is...not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the

day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great
noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
you to be in holy conduct and godliness,” 2 Peter 3:9-11
It is 2012! This begins the third year that many of us have been praying that at least 3000 people
in our area be truly born again over this three year period. Please join me and pray this prayer as
often as possible (this is part of what I pray each time I turn the key on the car.)
“Father, in the name of Jesus, I ask You for 3000+ in our associational area. Please open eyes,
ears and hearts. Convict people of sin, judgment and righteousness. Open every avenue of repentance. Bind the strong man
(ruling demon) in our area. Root out the strongholds and disintegrate them in Jesus’ name. Have mercy on the lost. Set the
captives free. Lift the cloud of oppression in our area, and fill our area with Your glory and anointing. Put a burden for
souls on my heart and many others. Free us to share Your Word effectively and often. Show us whatever else You would
have us to do as churches and individuals to reach people before it is too late. May revival in our churches and spiritual
awakening in our area blaze with fervor for Your glory for You are worthy of every soul that comes to You!
Thank You—
EJ Barnes
PS: Thanks for the Christmas cards, gifts and greetings and especially for your prayers for Diann and me!

Lo o k i ng Fo r w a r d to th e N e w Y e a r
What a blessing we received at the December Christmas Celebration! What a way to end 2011!
Dakota Darby was really inspiring as he shared about his trip this summer to Senegal, West Africa. He also challenged us to be witnesses right where we are. After Doris Provorse led our devotional and prayer for missionaries with birthdays, we had a wonderful lunch and great time of
fellowship. Dakota’s uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Darby of Spickard, were special guests
visiting with us.
On January 17th our prayer luncheon will be at 11:30 am with our devotional and prayer time.
WMU Focus Week will be February 13-19th. Our Valentine Program and Prayer Luncheon will be during that
week on February 14th. Be ready to share with us how your church is focusing on WMU. Belinda Hogan will
also be sharing with us about her trip to Minnesota to help in the Shoebox Ministry.
The emphasis for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and the Week of Prayer are just right around the corner in March! It’s not too early to start planning. Directors and leaders, check your yearbook for ideas.
If your WOM group or age-level group would like some additional ideas for reaching more people in your
church and getting them involved in missions education, let me know. There are so many resources to help
and lots of ideas to try!
I hope more of you will join us for a time of information, inspiration, fun and fellowship at our North Grand
River Ladies’ Programs and Prayer Luncheons each month this coming year.
May all of you have a joyous new year.
Bev Martin
WMU Director
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BSU @ NCMC
At the heart of every born again believer is the craving to tell Jesus’ story. For years, Southern Baptist
have translated that yearning into evangelism and missions. (I’ve wondered how you separate the two?) In
NGRBA this evangelism/missions desire has evolved into one of the largest church partnership ministries—BSU. And, one of the BSU’s largest outreach ministries to lost people and church dropouts is the
evangelistic Wednesday Free Lunch ministry.
On March 1, 2005, when the association allowed me to begin serving as BSU director the Wednesday Lunch ministry was
excited when 15-20 students would come for lunch and stay to hear a devotion from God’s Word. In the Spring of 2011, the ministry
averaged about 76 students. In August 2011, God blessed us by assigning Christina Boatright, NAMB semester missionary, to minister on our campus. With her addition, EJ, Christina and I were able to stand at 3 different strategic spots every Wednesday, passing
out lunch tickets as a reminder and praying for each student as they walked by. God heard our prayers and decided to bless this ministry beyond our wildest dreams. As all of you who partner with us know, our largest attendance this fall was 160 and our lowest
number was 91 (which exceeded our average of the spring term!) With each Wednesday you helped us host lunch we were able to
share at least three times and most of the time 4-5 times HIS-Story!! How often do our churches have the opportunity to share Jesus
with that many lost people in one setting? It’s because of YOU, NGRBA churches, and because of your faithful prayers, that this
ministry has evolved. During one of our conversations in March, Joe Curtis told me, “Diann, since I have been teaching
“Experiencing God” I’ve had to practice what I teach. The study says, ‘Find out where God is working and jump in.’” Of course Joe
was referring to his acceptance of going with our college students to Canada this past year, but I can’t help believe that he would
apply the same philosophy to the Wednesday Lunch ministry. Numbers are not our goal. But numbers mean souls who hear about
Jesus. Here are some of their stories:
1. The week of mid-terms, a single mother, trying to get enough education to support her children came that Wednesday to
lunch. She’s a regular, so when she came in, Christina asked her how she was doing. In a startling gesture the student flung her arms
around Christina’s neck, sobbing she said, “I came today because I just needed someone to pray with me. I buried my mother, my
best friend, yesterday and today I have 2 mid-terms I have to deal with. I just needed someone to pray with me.” 2. Another week,
an older man asked me, “You know that Bible you gave me last year? Do you have another one? My son is in jail and facing a serious conviction, but he has begun to talk about God, and I thought if I could give him one of those Bibles you gave me, he might read
it and get to know Jesus.” I instantly went downstairs, found one and gave it to the man. A week later, I got a call from him while I
was teaching at Gilman City, asking me if I would pray for his son that day as his son was going to court. 3. An international student,
started coming to Wednesday lunch with Joseph Okonkwo, a Nigerian student. (Joseph began attending the BSU ministries when he
arrived last year.) Joseph also got this student to come to our Thanksgiving Worship 11/20, where he heard the story of Jesus Christ
from John Hill, the evangelist. Then 2 weeks later he not only attended our Christmas party but he stayed for our 9pm worship service where again he heard the incredible “Love Story of Jesus” from Aaron Stark. You may be thinking that’s wonderful, 2 foreign
exchange students hearing about Jesus. BUT, the real God miracle to this story is that this student is a practicing Muslim by faith.
Maybe for the first time ever he heard that God is a God of LOVE.
Most of my NGRBA church families have generously, over the last 7 years, given sacrificially an extra monthly love offering to do evangelism/missions through the BSU. Your sacrifice is valued beyond words. I would ask a favor from each of you. This
year as you pray about how God wants you to be involved, would you look back at what was given monthly to the BSU ministry in
2005 and compare it to what is being given now? Then ask, “Is it possible that God would have us increase this by “X” amount in
proportion to the way HE has increased His ministry on NCMC campus? God says in Malachi, “Test me in this!” Would HE want
you to “TEST Him”, in your giving to the BSU ministry? For me, in 43 years of serving HIM, I have NEVER been able to “out
give” HIM. He’s my father who owns the cattle of a thousand hills. He’s also the God who put it in the hearts of the Israelites to give
to the building of the Tabernacle to the point that Moses had to tell the people—STOP giving, we have enough!
There is another very specific way the BSU needs your help. Because of the enormous amount of cooking we have done in
the basement of the BSU, and because of my sloppy cooking, the carpet in the basement is in a state of disrepair. I have gained permission from the trustees who agree with me that it would be less costly to rip up the carpet in the downstairs basement and using a
sturdy cement paint, paint the basement floor to give the basement facilities a floor that can be kept clean and sanitary for future Sunday Night Alive ministry and Tuesday evening Worship services. To accomplish this, I am asking each of you with the skills and
willingness to help me on Saturday, Jan. 14 and Monday Jan. 16 (Martin Luther Day) to meet me at 8am at the mission center to rip
up the carpet, smooth the cement and paint the floor with cement paint so that we may refurbish the facilities to the condition that
will be conducive to continued ministry to our college students. We will remove carpet up to
the doorway to the stairs, but not into the stairwell, and remove carpet to the back room door,
but not into the back room. The other back room has always had only a polished cement floor.
Please mark your calendars for Sat. and Monday, January 14 & 16, 2012, to be a part of this
local mission project that will impact students from all over the world.
May you experience Jesus, because HE is Worthy to Receive the Rewards of HIS Sacrifice—
Souls
Diann
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Edinburg- We had a church work day on November 5th with 18 in attendance which proved very
productive and enjoyed the fellowship.
Had a joint Thanksgiving services on Friday Evening November 18th with Shelburne Baptist Church
and Dockery Chapel where Doug Franklin, pastor of Dockery Chapel, gave a fantastic message.
We had special music provided by Shelburne and Dockery Chapel.
Some of the men of our church on Saturday, November 17th, attended the Men’s Prayer Breakfast
at Rural Dale Baptist Church.
On Sunday, November 20th, we had our annual Thanksgiving Dinner following the morning worship services.
Our church had funeral services for Lyle Kirk, our Children’s Church Pastor, who has gone on to be with the Lord due to
pancreatic cancer. He is and will be deeply missed. We covet your prayers for Joann and the family.
Sunday, November 27th, we give praise for one that came forward in the morning services and gave her life to Jesus as
her Lord and Savior.
Medicine Valley- In addition to Thanksgiving services on Sunday morning November 20, we hosted a Thanksgiving Dinner and Worship Services that evening at the Community Building in Humphrey with some 35 people in attendance. Bro
Gary Stanton of Rural Dale brought the message.
A Thanksgiving/Christmas Dinner was hosted at the Chapel at Newtown on Saturday evening December 10 with over 70
in attendance. Our son, Richard Rogers, pastor at Zion, Cainsville delivered God’s message following the dinner.
A Children’s Christmas program was presented at the morning service on Sunday the 18th at the Baptist Chapel at Newtown. That evening, a Children’s Christmas program and party was hosted by Medicine Valley at the Community Building
in Humphreys. This was the final of three once a month services at the Community Building, October thru December.
These are an intentional step in the direction of eventually having regular Sunday services at Humphreys as well as at
Newtown.
Through the Food Pantry at Newtown we have this week, December 11-17, provided Christmas Food Boxes to 72
households with approximately 10 to 15 yet to be delivered.
A big undertaking made possible with the Lord’s provisions through the contributions and volunteer labor of a multitude
of people for which we are extremely grateful.
On Friday night, December 16, we hosted a meeting at the Chapel with leadership people from 10th Street Baptist working in the Celebrate Recovery Program. Also meeting with us were a number of local residents who indicate a desire to
be assisted through the program. Members of the congregation were also present to learn what procedures would be
necessary to enable us to begin a Celebrate Recovery Program here. We will be receiving continued support from the
10th Street people for which we are grateful.
We pray God will enable us to do this by providing a strong leader and volunteer workers for this unique ministry. The
need is great in this area and we have a number of people who indicate a sincere desire to receive help.
As always, we remain aware and appreciative of all who are supportive of this mission in your own backyard. We trust
you had a blessed Christmas and pray God’s blessings upon you all throughout the New Year.

Princeton- Happy New Year to One and All. We are having a New Year's party on December 31 starting at 7:00 p.m.
Everyone is to being finger foods and/or snacks and games. Church services will be held as usual on January 01, 2012.
WOM 1 will meet on Monday - January 2 with noon luncheon and WOM II on Tuesday. Deacon's Meeting with meal at
6:00 P.M. on Saturday, January 7, 2012. Men's Breakfast on Saturday, Jan. 14 at 7:00 A.M. Women's Bible Study and
Prayer will meet on Monday, January 23 at 6:30 P.M. Awana and Youth will meet every Wednesday evening starting at
5:45 P.M.
Praying everyone had a wonderful Christmas!

Salem– On December 4th, we decorated the church for Christmas, followed with refreshments. There was a good turn
out. On December 18th we had our Christmas program and handed out bags of candy and fruit for the children. We
voted to donate to two charities for the Christmas and to purchase a movie screen. We wish all our sister churches a
very Merry, and Blessed Christmas
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Trenton First– Our AWANAS has had a good attendance. On December 7th they went Christmas caroling and enjoyed cookies and hot chocolate afterwards. December 14th they presented a
musical sharing the birth of Christ, followed by cookies and fellowship in the dining room. They will
resume meeting on January 4th.
Our senior adults continue to enjoy eating at the Galt Café. They enjoyed Thanksgiving and Christmas meals there. In November they went shopping in Chillicothe and ate at Golden Corral. December 10th they were blessed by attending a pageant at First Baptist Church in Raytown.
We were blessed to have Mel, as guest speaker, and Nancy Skinner sharing with the children during our morning worship service on December 4th. We also had our international flag presentation. December 11th,
during the evening service, we had an international tasting party and shared about family traditions as compared to missionaries celebrating Christmas abroad. We also had prayer for our IMB missionaries. Mel and Nancy Skinner were
special guests.
We have a new ministry. Every Monday evening we have an open archery shoot in the activity building at 7 pm. We
invite you to participate or watch.
December 4th we hosted the annual High School and Middle School Vesper Service. On December 10th, the Community Choir and Orchestra presented selections from Handel’s Messiah. December 18th, our Adult Choir presented “Light
of the World”. We had a Candlelight Christmas Eve Service.
Our present GriefShare will be ending at the end of December with a releasing of
balloons for our loved ones and reflection party. Our new group will start January
7th at 7:00 pm at Tenth Street Baptist Church with Tammy Miller and Diane
Crawford, Barbara Criswell and Colleen Scott as leaders. Please invite your
friends to this faith based support group.
Celebrate Recovery meets every Saturday night at Tenth Street Baptist Church
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. From 6-7 pm is worship time and from 7-8 is small groups. The Solid Rock Café is from 8-9 pm.
Transportation is available to people inside Trenton city limits.

Beth Moore Conference
Kansas City, MO
Municipal Auditorium
April 13-14, 2012
Tickets- $65.00
For more information– www.lifeway.com/bethmoore

“The Lord God is my
strength. He will make my
feet like deer’s feet, And
He will make me walk on my
high hills.”
Habakkuk 3:19

MBC Evangelism Conference
March 3, 2012
FBC, Macon
9:00 am—3:30 pm
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November
2011
Reports

Monthly
Inc.

BSU
Inc.

Alpha
Edinburg
Gallatin
Galt
Jameson
Jamesport
Laredo
Lineville
M. Valley
Mercer
Modena
Princeton
Ravanna
Rural Dale
Salem
Shelburne
Spickard
Tenth St.

$ 293.09
$ 747.18
$1,013.72
$ 185.00

$
$
$
$

25.00
83.02
50.00
25.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$

25.00

$

44.59

Trenton FB
Union
Total
Chilli, FBC
MBC

$1,420.58 $ 236.76
$ 711.16 $ 200.00
$8,864.31 $1,102.04
$ 45.00
$ 460.00

25.00
447.00
222.97
43.26
220.00
113.80
707.12
148.76
742.32
225.16
626.69
78.00
893.50

Seminary Checking
Seminary Savings
Belarus
Benevolent Savings
NGR Savings

$
$
$
$
$

MW
18
96
136

29

53

15
5
103
16

16
62
12
141
15

40
39
16
93

48
49
25
141

20
23

106
52
662

147
83
1042

47
32
357

25.00
50.00
63.75
50.00
75.00

$ 148.92

DT/
Bapt.
EW Wed WMU Men
8
47
10
17
64

SS
11
45
92

$487.21
$2,059.97
$9,736.84
$743.48
$4,423.28

BSU– June– Income to Expense
Beginning Balance
$492.70
Income
$1,892.04
Total
$2,384.74
Expenses
$2,232.65
Ending Balance
$152.09
General BSU Fund
$152.09
Designated BSU Fund
$0

Youth
Kids
Ministry

Bapt.

Ltr/
Other

8
1

29

14
5
39

16
12
19

3
21

17

98

18
9

29

6
99
38
112

8
42

34

205

1

2

1
3
9

2
4

November 2011 NGR Account
Beginning Balance
$2,052.00
Income
$13,117.38
Total
$15,169.38
Expenses
$11,269.36
Ending Balance
$3,900.02
Line Items in General Checking
Designated Funds
$2,110.37
General Fund
$1,789.65
Checking Balance Total
$3,900.02
NGR October– November 2011
(Does not include designated funds)
Income
$22,688.22
Expenses
$22,874.96
Difference
(-$186.74)

North Grand River Baptist Association
1108 N Main
Trenton, MO 64683
Fax: 660.359.0200
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net
BSU Telephone– 660.654.0785
DOM’s Office– 660.359.3365
Telephone – 660.359.3897
Web Page– www.northgrandriverbaptist.com

Director of Missions
Rev. E.J. Barnes
Ministry Assistant
Debbie Dickinson
BSU Director
Diann Barnes

