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North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose-  “To mutually and prayerfully support, 
encourage and challenge one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, 
to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and one another, and to evangelize those who 
have yet to come to know Him personally.”       Matthew 28:19-20 
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1108 N Main                                                           
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Begin the New Year with a  
Devotion book- 15% off 

 
Jesus Calling 

God and Me for girls 
God and Guyz– for boys 

 
Special Purchase- 

“I Can Only Imagine”  DVD-  $10.00 

Church Prayer List 

January 

Alpha & Edinburg 

Gallatin & Galt 

Jamesport & Laredo 

Lineville & Medicine Valley 

Mercer & Modena 

Union & Trenton FBC 

Tenth Street & Shelburne 

Salem & Rural Dale 

Ravanna & Princeton 

 
6 Judy Wilson 
14 Cathie Whitley 
18 Gene Schreffler 
22 Courtney Prater 
26  Iva Gail Ratliff 

January Executive Board 
 

Monday, January 21, 2019, 7:00 pm 
 

Department Reports Due– January 14 
 

This is a very important meeting and we en-
courage all Pastors and Board members to 
attend.  We will be voting on the proposed 
DOM job description and to share Alan 
Brock, DOM with Linn-Livingston Associa-
tion, with North Grand River. 
 
If called, Alan would serve for one year and 
at the end of a year  Alan and NGR  would 
re-evaluate to continue sharing or seek an-
other direction. 
 
Please pray about this decision. Most impor-
tant is what is God’s will for NGR and Linn-
Livingston. 

Martin Luther King Day 
 

 

Monday 

January 21, 
2019 

 

Mission Center 
Closed 

 

“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”    
                                Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18----20202020    

Senior Society will meet on January 8th, 
2019 at the Mission Center Conference 
Room at noon.  Pastor Steve Dennis of 
Alpha Baptist will give the devotion.   
Please bring a covered dish for luncheon 
and fellowship.  COME AND CHECK US 
OUT!! 

Prayer Brea�fast 

Saturday– 8�00 a�        �a�uary 19th� 2019 

Pri�cet�� FBC 

Every��e is i�vited! 



  Church Giving Church Service Times 

November 2018 
Reports 

 Monthly 
 Inc.  

 BSU 
Inc.  SS AM PM Weds. 

Alpha  $   138.41   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 7:00 

Edinburg  $   544.86   $     60.54  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Gallatin  $   578.73   $     25.00  9:30 10:40 6:00 7:00 

Galt     10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Jamesport  $     25.00   $     25.00  9:45 10:45 7:00 7:00 

Laredo  $   495.70   $     50.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 6:00 

Lineville  $   164.34   $     25.00  9:45 10:45 6:00 6:00 

M. Valley     9:30 10:30 6:00   

Mercer  $   152.13   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 6:30 

Modena  $     57.60    10:00 10:40 6:00 6:00 

Princeton  $   155.65   $     80.00  9:40 10:40 7:00 6:00 

Ravanna  $   136.15   $     58.35  9:30 10:45     

Rural Dale  $   710.03   $     75.00  9:45 10:45 5:00 6:00 

Salem  $   125.23   $     25.00  10:00 11:00 6:00   

Shelburne  $   427.03   $     75.00  10:00 10:55 6:00 6:30 

Tenth St.  $   281.62   $     93.87  9:30 10:30 6:00 7:00 

Trenton FB  $   665.28   $   110.88  9:30 10:40 6:00 6:00 

Union  $   179.00   $   100.00  10:00 11:00 6:00 6:00 

Total  $4,836.76   $   853.64  Join any of these churches in worship 

Chilli, FBC    $     45.00      

Gilman BC    $   200.00      

Milan FBC    $   136.41      

Linn-Livingston    $     41.66      

MBC         

Zion BC    $     25.00      
November 2018 NGR Account 

Beginning Balance $46,818.07 
 Income $8,621.58 
 Total $55,439.65 
 Expenses $10,290.89 
Ending Balance $45,148.76 
 

Line Items in NGR Checking 
NGR Designated Funds $10,219.13 
NGR General Fund $24,993,91 
BSU Line Item Balance $9,935.72 
 

NGR October  2018—November 2018 
 (Includes BSU & Designated Funds) 

Income  $21,218.67 
Expenses $18,464.43 
Difference $2,746.24 

Seminary Checking $134.21 
Seminary Savings $2,331.29 

Benevolent Savings $809.41 

NGR Savings $8,578.67 

BSU– November– Income to Expense 
Beginning Balance $10,544.18 
 Income $1,651.71 
 Total $12,195.89 
 Expenses $2,260.17 
Ending Balance $9,935.72 
General BSU Fund $9,000.51 
Designated BSU Fund $35.21 

NOTE: BSU included in NGR Account below. 

As 2018 ended, 2019 has begun, and we’ve officially entered 
resolution season. People, year after year, full of enthusiasm, 
have begun to make drastic changes, and many of the pro-
posed changes are unrealistic, lasting only a short amount of 
time. Maybe you’ve pondered, “Is making resolutions a bibli-
cal thing?” Scripture, however, offers plenty of examples of 

people making resolutions. Here are a couple: But Daniel resolved that he would not defile 
himself with the king’s food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of 
the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. —Daniel 1:8 (ESV); To this end we always 
pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for 
good and every work of faith by his power. —2 Thessalonians 1:11 (ESV). 
 
Therefore, let us consider how we might glorify God in all that we do, and let’s resolve to 
make specific resolutions that help us as we pursue holiness/Christlikeness. Jonathan Ed-
wards, a pastor and theologian in the 18th century, wrote, “Being sensible that I am unable to 
do anything without God’s help, I do humbly entreat him by his grace to enable me to keep 
these resolutions, so far as they are agreeable to his will, for Christ’s sake.” 
 
It would do us well, to make resolutions that center around glorifying God and enjoy Him for-
ever in our churches, our homes, and our hearts. Here are three aspects to consider when 
making resolutions: 
 
First, make biblical resolutions. 1 Corinthians 10:31 reads, “So, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” This means that our resolutions must be in 
agreement with God’s Word, not man’s. 
 
Second, make dependent resolutions. Ephesians 3:16 reads, “that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner be-
ing.” That being so, don’t rely on the materialistic things of this world, instead, depend on God 
for all things. 
 
Third, make God glorifying resolutions. Psalm 115:1 reads, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but 
to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!” Saints, let 
us live according to God’s will, not our own—let all glory be God’s forever and ever. 
 
Therefore, whatever our resolutions may be, let us faithfully rely on God’s Word, humbly de-
pend upon Him, and rightfully give Him all glory. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 
Andrew Bertram 
Associate Pastor 
First Baptist Church 



Edinburg– December 2nd we 
had our Christmas Program 
and fellowship afterwards.  The 
14th the Silver Society group 
went to see Christmas lights 

and eating at Golden Corral afterwards.  
Saturday the 15th we went Christmas car-
oling at the nursing homes and also to 
some houses.  Following the caroling they 
went out and ate.  Christmas Eve we will 
have our Candlelight Service at 6 pm.  
 
During January our church will be taking a 
rest.  We will be planning activities for the 
year.  Edinburg Baptist Church would like 
to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year! 
 

Trenton FBC-  December was a busy 
month with the Adult and Children’s Choir 
presenting the Christmas message in 
song. 

The children’s Pioneer Club concluded on 
December 19th with a pizza party.  They 
will resume meeting after the Christmas 
break. 

At the time of the writing we are planning a 
Christmas Eve Candlelight service. 

First Baptist Church wishes everyone a 
Happy New Year.   

Union Coon Creek -++ 
Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a 
Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, 
for He will save His people from their 
sins. 
 
Thank you Lord for the Salvation of our 
souls. May we live in your Joy you have 
given to all who believe. 
 
We had our Wednesday evening Christ-
mas program by the youth and kids of 
our church on December 12 and had 
finger food following the program. 
 
We went Christmas caroling on Monday 
evening to local nursing homes. 
 
We plan on doing our Christmas Eve 
services on Sunday evening at 6 pm 
and our 5th Sunday noon meal at the 
end of the month. 
 
Pastor Doug has been leading us on 
Sunday morning in a series “THAT 
YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL”. On 
Wednesdays we are beginning study on 
the books of Thessalonians.  
 
Happy New Year and God Bless All our 
sister Churches  

Praying God gives you a Year of Favor 
Full of His Unending Love 

 
“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us…”     Psalms 90:17a 

 
Happy New Year 

From the staff of North Grand River Baptist Association 

Debbie Dickinson, Doug Crawford and Christina Boatright 

Medicine Valley Community Ministry     
On November 11 we observed Veterans Day with special services honoring those who have 
given their lives in service to our nation and recognition of those who were present in the 
morning worship service 
 
An annual Thanksgiving/Christmas Dinner was enjoyed on Sunday noon on December 9, 
preceded by morning services with special music by our children’s choir. There were 28 pre-
sent, an excellent turnout for us. 
 
In two more sessions we will have completed a ten unit series of David Jeremiah’s DVD Bible 
Studies entitled, “Overcomer” a tremendously interesting and informative series, shared in 
our Wednesday night sessions. 
 
I am presently delivering a series of three pre-Christmas messages titled, “The Essence of 
the Christmas Spirit”, emphasizing as the true Spirit of Christmas the living Spirit of God. 
“God is a Spirit and those who worship him must worship him in Spirit”. 
 
Further emphases include the biblical reminder that the greatest of all commandments is to 
love God with all our being and others as much as we do ourselves. 
     
So the true Christmas Spirit mirrors the love extended to mankind thru Christ’s love that 
prompted his becoming both God and man and sacrificing himself that we might know life. 
      
Seen from another standpoint the true essence of Christmas is found in the person of the 
Holy Spirit whose commands are to be followed by all who name the name of Jesus. It is by 
the power of the Holy Spirit who raised up Jesus from the grave that we are also raised to a 
new life in Christ Jesus. 
      
The series will have concluded on December 23 with the final message based on the account 
in scripture concerning the angelic host that appeared to a small band of humble shepherds 
on the night of Christ’s birth praising God and declaring, “Glory to God in the highest, and 
Peace and Good Will to men on earth (or) Peach on earth to men of Good will. 
      
So in the true Christmas Spirit we have wished all a Merry Christmas and a blessed life 
throughout the New Year. 

Church Bulletin Blooper:  “CHURCH NOTICE”- The peacekeeping meeting scheduled for 

today has been canceled due to a conflict”. 
 
On a Church sign:  “Come work for the Lord.  The retirement benefits are out of this world! 



MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING 
In October the Executive Board met and voted to begin the first phase 
of building a new Multi-Purpose building. This phase is the removal of 

Parker Hall and the site preparations to pour footings. Don, Jolette and Brad have started dismantling 
the interior. Phase two will be construction of the basement which will be fully surrounded in concrete 
for the floor, walls and ceiling. This will act as the camp’s storm shelter and safe area, a valuable addi-
tion to the campus. Phase three will be the main floor gymnasium and second story mezzanine, which 
is proposed to be a metal building structure. Proposed plans for the multi-purpose building may be 
viewed on our website at www.grandoaks.camp/strong-roots-new-branches. The Multi-Purpose Build-
ing project is what the Strong Roots New Branches-Protecting and Providing for the Next Generation 
capital fundraising campaign is for. The Board has renewed the campaign with a three year commit-
ment and fundraising has begun in earnest. Our fundraising goal for the building is $675,000.  
 
We currently have over $164,000 toward that goal. One’s initial reaction to the dollar figure may be one 
of unattainability. Let us give some perspective. First, we serve an awesome God. When we follow His 
will the Lord will provide! Second, Grand Oaks serves eight Baptist Associations with over 200 
churches within those associations. If all 200+ churches committed to $1000 a year for the next three 
years, the building project would be paid for completely. That equals a commitment of less than $100 a 
month per church. We understand not everyone can contribute the same dollar amount. As Luke 21:1- 
4 reminds us that we are not called to equal giving, but rather equal sacrifice. Please pray that God 
would lead us all in how we can give to His treasury to further His kingdom. As individuals, churches 
and associations all contribute, the power to make life changes happen. This life change happens not 
just at Grand Oaks but with all who help make this building and ministry a reality. Will you join us in 
changing lives today? 
 

FINANCES 
Overall attendance was down slightly with a corresponding decrease in overall camp income. Income?  
Yes! Grand Oaks is a ministry, but it is also a business that cannot continue without adequate revenue.  
Grand Oaks receives income from three sources: summer camp fees, non-camp event fees and direct 
giving support. The camp Board has a goal of keeping the cost of summer camp as low as possible. 
However, the Board reluctantly increased the camp fees for 2018, the first increase in several sea-
sons. This is due to having two full time staff and lower camper attendance. We are seeking further 
cost saving measures in various ways. We also are continuing to develop strategies to reach out to 
churches & other groups to increase our non-camp rentals. Finally, we are diligently trying to make 
sure that those churches, Associations and individuals that support this ministry directly know the 
value of their giving and feel appreciated. And, although we seldom do so, we are taking this opportu-
nity to ask each of you reading to prayerfully consider if you might add Grand Oaks to your personal 
giving and to consider leading your church to do so if not already. If you or others would like to contrib-
ute in some way, be it end of year donations, or regular giving beginning next year, you will help to  
change lives for the Kingdom. Those that have so faithfully given in one form or another have blessed 
all who enter Grand Oaks. We know that the Father will bless you in return. If you would like to give to 
a specific need, send us a message to learn more about where you can help.  
 

May God bless you and fill you with Joy this Christmas Season!      660 646-1906 
       grandoaks@grandoakscamp.org  


