
LOCAL AUTOGRAPH SIGNING 
OPEN HOUSE AT THE  

BOOKSTORE 
 

September 19th from 2 to 4 pm 
 

Just released Earl Nance’s Book 
“Flight of the Sparrow”   $8.50 

 
Tom Brown-  “Me and Joe” 

 
Books will be 10% off during the Open House and 

the authors will sign their book for you. 
 

Enjoy cookies & punch as you visit with them 
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North Grand River Baptist Association 
1108 N Main  Director of Missions 
Trenton, MO   64683 Rev. E.J. Barnes 
Fax: 660.359.0200 Ministry Assistant 
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net  Debbie Dickinson 
BSU Telephone– 660.654.0785                                                                       BSU Director  
DOM’s Office– 660.359.3365                Telephone – 660.359.3897                 Diann Barnes 
Web Page– northgrandriverbaptist.com  

North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose-  “To mutually and prayerfully support, 
encourage and challenge one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, 
to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and one another, and to evangelize those who 
have yet to come to know Him personally.”       Matthew 28:19-20 

Laredo Baptist Church 

Saturday,  8:00 am 

September 21, 2013 

All Men Invited! 

September 

5-  Tim Munday 
14 Lewis & Mabel Rogers 
15 Jim Whitley 
15 Deryl Niffen 

 
Alpha 
Edinburg 
Gallatin 
Galt 
Jameson 
Jamesport 
Laredo 
Lineville* 
Medicine Valley 
Mercer 
Modena 
Princeton 
Ravanna 
Rural Dale 
Salem 
Shelburne* 
Spickard 
Tenth Street 
Trenton First 
Union 
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Missouri Baptist Children’s HomeMissouri Baptist Children’s HomeMissouri Baptist Children’s HomeMissouri Baptist Children’s Home    

Apple FestivalApple FestivalApple FestivalApple Festival    

September 14, 2013 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

RAYMORE BAPTIST CHURCH 

(Please note the location change) 

58 Highway & South Washington St. 

Free Children's area with Bounce Houses,  

Games & Craft Activities 

Handmade Quilt & Craft Auction 

Food including Breakfast, Lunch & a variety 

of apple treats 

Live Christian Entertainment 

For more Info cal 1-800-264-6224 

www.mbch.org 

North Grand River Baptist Association 

172nd Annual Meeting 

 

Saturday, September 28th 

Union (Coon Creek) Baptist Church 

 

Registration begins at 8:30 am 

Meeting begins at 9:00 am 

 
Meeting will conclude around 12:30 pm with a 

Lunch to follow.  Bring a side dish– salad, vegetable or dessert 

 

ACP’s due September 4th, Annual Department Reports, Calendar 

items Due September 6th. 

  

Estimated date to pick up report book is Friday September 20h in 

order for you to review the reports in time for the Annual Meet-

ing. 

 

Copies of a possible revised Proposed 2013-2014 Budget are 

available to pick up at the Mission Center September 13 

BSAM Conference 2013 
(Baptist Secretaries Association of Missouri) 

September 30– October 2 
First Baptist Church, Branson 

For information go to bsamweb.org 

RA Congress 
October 4-5, 2013 

MO State Fairgrounds, Sedalia 
 

Registration- $11.00 per person if registered 
by September 18, 2013 

$15.00 per person if registered at the door 
but no t-shirt orders 

 
Housing and more information can be found 

on the website www.mobaptist.org/wmu 
 

Ministry Project- 
You can choose to bring the following items: 

School supplies (notebooks & loose leaf 
paper), Hygiene items (toothpaste, soap, 

deodorant, etc)  



  Church Giving Church Service Times 
July  2013 
Reports 

 Monthly 
 Inc.  

 BSU 
Inc.  SS AM PM Weds. 

Alpha  $   200.54   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 7:00 

Edinburg  $   655.43   $     72.83  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Gallatin  $   957.19   $     50.00  9:30 10:40 6:00 7:00 

Galt  $   133.00   $     25.00  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Jameson  $   500.38    9:30 10:30     

Jamesport  $     25.00   $     25.00  9:45 10:45 7:00 6:30 

Laredo  $   273.59    9:30 10:30 6:30 6:30 

Lineville  $   358.74   $   119.58  9:45 10:45 6:30 7:30 

M. Valley  $     33.74   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:00   

Mercer  $   351.00   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 6:30 

Modena  $   130.20   $   200.00  10:15 9:00 7:30 7:00 

Princeton  $   679.86   $     50.00  9:40 10:40 7:00 7:00 

Ravanna  $   114.59   $     49.11  9:30 10:45     

Rural Dale  $   821.52   $     75.00  9:45 10:35 7:00 7:00 

Salem  $     95.85   $     25.00  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Shelburne  $   615.38   $     75.00  10:00 10:55 6:45 7:00 

Spickard  $     60.00    9:30 10:30 6:30   

Tenth St.     9:30 10:30 6:00 7:00 

Trenton FB  $1,304.27   $   289.84  9:30 10:40 6:00 6:30 

Union  $   273.91   $   100.00  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Total  $7,584.19   $1,231.36  Join any of these churches in worship 

Chilli, FBC    $     45.00  

  

MBC    $   460.00  

Gilman BC    $   200.00  

Highview BC    $   130.89      

From My Heart to YoursFrom My Heart to YoursFrom My Heart to YoursFrom My Heart to Yours    
“But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may have an abundance for every good work… Now may He who supplies 
seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown 
and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for 
all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.”  2 Cor. 9:6-8. 10-11 

 

Rarely do I focus on financial giving, but I feel compelled to do so in this article.  I find that most of 
the churches in our Association are very generous in their support of the Association and the BSU 
ministry.  I have been blessed by this support and have praised our Lord and our churches for it.  I 
have not been aware of any church or individual unduly suffering as a result of giving-  even sacrifi-
cially.  I have found personally that it is impossible to out give our Lord when we give generously, 
sacrificially, dutifully and cheerfully for His glory and for the good of others. 

 

My desire is for each of us to read this passage of Scripture in 2 Corinthians and meditate on it and 
let our Lord speak to us through it.  Then I would call upon each church and individual to pray about 
what our Lord would have us do concerning these needs: 

 

 (1)  The Association's needs– if just a few churches would raise their percentage giving 
even 1/2 % to 2% it would really make a difference in our challenge to be healthily funded. 

 (2)   The Grand Oaks Capital Fund Drive– we have had only a couple of churches in our 
Association take up a special offering for this great need (especially replacing the swimming pool).  
Please consider a month long drive to meet this need.  Our Associational goal is $50,000.  We 
have materials to help you with this. 

 (3)    The State Mission’s Offering in September which helps significantly with starting new 
churches and the Summer Missions ministry. 10% of what our churches give also comes back to 
us to help meet the expenses of our summer missionaries’ ministry. 

 

I realize times are difficult and worthy organizations and ministries are asking for help.  I am again 
thankful for all that our churches and individuals do to spread the Gospel, and edify believers.  You 
are a blessing! And I believe you are blessed!  Please prayerfully consider these needs and simply 
do God’s will!  See you at our Annual Meeting! 

 

For His Glory, 

E.J. Barnes 

July 2013 NGR Account 
Beginning Balance $4,757.23 
 Income $11,761.54 
 Total $16,518.77 
 Expenses $12,052.58 
Ending Balance $4,466.19 
 

Line Items in General Checking 
Designated Funds $3,862.52 
General Fund $603.67 
Checking Balance Total $4,466.19 
 

NGR October– July  2013 
(INCLUDES designated funds) 

Income  $125,482.95 
Expenses $124,588.44 
Difference $894.51 

Seminary Checking $450.21 
Seminary Savings $2,067.81 

Benevolent Savings $742.83 

NGR Savings $433.78 

BSU– July– Income to Expense 
Beginning Balance $7,078.72 
 Income $2,838.87 
 Total $9,917.59 
 Expenses $2,704.81 
Ending Balance $7,212.78 

General BSU Fund $6,594.76 
Designated BSU Fund $618.02 



Edinburg- One of the sum-

mer student Missionaries 

spoke at our Church on Au-

gust 11.  The children have 

received some school sup-

plies to help get them started 

back at school this year.  

That is a great ministry to our 

children as it is so hard for many families to ob-

tain all they are required to have.  Edinburg has a 

new pastor.  Brother David Robertson and his 

wife have become the leaders of our church.  We 

are so glad to have a flock leader again.  David 

and his wife Barbara have already jumped in and 

started to lead us, with help in VBS, pastoral vis-

its, and work in the office.   Several members at-

tended the Singspiration at Union (Coon Creek) 

Church and truly received blessings from attend-

ing. Let’s be supportive with prayer for our chil-

dren as they return to school.  Come join us for 

Sunday school at 10 AM and Worship at 11 am, 

every Sunday. 

Our averages for July were Sunday School 37, 

Morning Worship 57, Evening Worship 37 and 

Wednesday was 20. 

Galt– We celebrated July with 4 baptisms.  Our 

Sunday School attendance was 23 and Morning 

Worship was 39.   

July was a busy month. WE had a booth at the 

Galt Fair where we gave away CD’s and Bibles.  

We also made “salvation” bracelets. 

There were 4 persons baptized in Medicine Creek 

on July 21.  What a glorious day! 

Our VBS was held July 21-25 with the theme “Old 

Testament Heroes”.  We had an awesome turn-

out. 

Medicine Valley Continued- 

We invite any interested church to assist by 
collecting food throughout the month. Dona-
tions may be left at the Associational Missions 
Office, or at First Baptist Trenton. They may 
also be brought to the Chapel at Newtown by 
prior appointment. 
We remain in need of assistance with mainte-
nance work on the Chapel, parsonage and 
ministry center. It would be a real blessing if a 
church or churches would see this as a real 
mission opportunity. 
The future of these ministries may very well 
depend on the nature and amount of support 
we receive at this time, including both man-
power and funding. 
The Lord has done a magnificent job of sup-
porting these ministries through  the prayers 
and assistance of his people for which we are 
exceedingly grateful. We trust He will continue 
to meet our needs as we continue to minister to 
the people in this small corner of God’s vast 
universe. 
Our prayers go out for all who minister in His 
name, and a double thank you to all who give 
support to this “mission in your own backyard”. 

 

JBC Gospel Music Celebration 
Jamesport Baptist Church will be hosting a 
Gospel Music Celebration and Hog Roast on 
Saturday, September 7th from Noon to 7:00pm. 
Come join us and listen to music from all over 
Missouri. Each group with sing for approx. 1 
hour. 
 
Music will be provided by The Veatch’s, Shoal 
Creek Revival Men’s Quartet, Fresh Anointing, 
Matt Carroll, and our very own Daviess County 
Sheriff, Ben Becerra. Besides the Free Hog 
Roast, we will be serving free hot dogs, chips, 
drinks, popcorn and sno-cones. A freewill love 
offering will be taken for each group. If you 
have any question please contact pastor Rich 
Neeley at (660) 684-6101 or (660) 886-1243. 

Gallatin- Our entire church family is pleased 
to welcome the Trunk family to Gallatin First 
Baptist. We're excited to see the Lord's bless-
ings unfold as we seek to grow together as 
Christians. 

We see Christ's binding love in the fabric of 
your young family. We know your heart is to 
serve Him. We're pleased to think about how 
God might use you and our church in His 
plans to reach out to lost souls in Gallatin and 
throughout the area. We look forward to your 
leadership and guidance to proclaim God's 
love and saving grace to the lost. 

We thank God that He has directed you to 
come to Gallatin and, God willing, we're ready 
to write a new chapter in the annals of Gallatin 
First Baptist Church with you in a leadership 
role. We are encouraged by your commitment 
to Christ, knowing our bonds of friendship will 
grow strong as we strive to reflect God's love 
in all that we do. 

So, we welcome you and praise God from 
whom all blessings flow. We are thankful you 
now call Gallatin (your earthly) home. 

Mercer-  We had a wonderful appreciation for 
Bro Ron and Bobbie August 25th, for the years 
they have led at our church.   We  kept it a 
secret from them.  We celebrated with 
Homemade ice cream and cakes. 

Medicine Valley- On the weekend of August 
17, 18, 19 Mabel and I attended Zion’s Gospel 
Music Jubilee. The Friday night services, des-
ignated Youth Night, we took 6 of our children 
who participate in Celebration Station in lieu of 
our regular Friday night meeting. 

The music was enjoyed by all. The children 
and youth were very appreciative of Illusionist 
John Hill’s magical presentations. 

We look forward to our annual food drive 
throughout the month of September. In August 
we distributed to 80 households and are pres-
ently assisting an average of some 80 to 85 
households each month. 

Princeton- On August 2 the church held the 
Calamity Jane Rehearsal and August 3, the 
Pageant was held.  August 4, Nursing homes 
and residential facilities  held services for those 
unable to attend church services. 
August 5th & 6th  WOM Groups 1 & 2 met for 
their monthly luncheons had a total 20 members 
and 7 guests. 

August 10th was the Association Breakfast at 
the Princeton Baptist Church, we served 20 men 
and delivered 12 meals to shut ins, no one from 
the association attended. 

Our Youth group cut down a tree and donated 
the wood, as one of their mission projects. 
Youth meets every Wednesday night at 5:30 PM 
Our food ministry delivered 2 meals for the 
month of August. 

Rural Dale– We would like to invite you to our 
Revival is September 8th-11th. Sunday morn-
ing begins at 10:45am & Sunday Night - 
Wednesday night begins at 7:00 pm. The Evan-
gelist is Chris Hicks and Tyler Walker is leading 
worship.  

We are beginning a Women’s Bible Study at 
Rural Dale on Sundays at 5:00  pm, starting 
September 15th. It is an 8 week study called 
“When Wallflowers Dance” by Angela Thomas. 
Please contact Dana Nelson if you need addi-
tional information. 

Salem- Our Forks of the River VBS went great 
this year. The kids were eager to learn and 
knew all their Bible verses.  The program for the 
closing, a lot of us thought, was the very  best 
one we've had. 

Sunday August 18th, we will be baptizing Evan 
Davis, son of Brandon & Michelle Davis, at First 
Baptist Church, at 2pm. Happy, Happy, Happy! 

On August 25th we are having movie night.  The 
Nominating Committee has been picked for the 
upcoming year. The 22nd of September we will 
be having a hayride and cook out.  We will be 
entering a float for the Missouri Day Parade. 



Seminary Extension  Class OT 3104 
“Old Testament Survey”  Part II  a 3 Hour Course 

Classes Begin Thursday, October 3rd 

This is a survey of all the prophetic books of the Old Testament, as well as miscella-
neous books known as the Writings.  Rev. Dan Wilford is the teacher. 

If you plan to enroll in the course, please contact the North Grand River Association 
Office indicating your interest.  We need early registration so materials may be or-

dered for you.  Thank the Lord, your $125 registration fee will be paid by an interested party.  We 
do require that you pay for the textbooks if possible since they will be yours, although, scholarships 
are available to cover the cost of books if necessary.  The price of the books is $90. 

Looking Forward to a New Year of WMU 
As we prepare to begin a new associational year, our September 17th Program and Lunch-
eon will highlight our WMU Council for the coming year, especially our new council mem-
bers including our new WMU Director, Shelly Sims.  I hope all of you will come and get ac-
quainted.  We will also have reports on some missions trips this summer.  A covered dish 
luncheon will follow.  Come join us at 10:30 am at Tenth Street Baptist. 
 
I hope many of you are planning to go to the Northwest Missouri WMU Retreat at grand 

Oaks on September 26th.  Registration forms are preferred by Thursday, September 19th.  NAMB Mis-
sionary Mindy Jamison, Co-Director of the Friendship Baptist Center in Des Moines, will be a guest 
speaker.  Also, Whitney Prewitt, former IMB journeyman from Albany Missouri, now with Southwest 
Baptist will have a conference on developing a missional life.  If you need additional information or reg-
istration forms, let Debbie or me know. 
 
Remember this month Medicine Valley Community Ministries needs help with donations of canned 
vegetables for their food pantry.  You can take the cans to the Mission Center or with prior arrange-
ment, brought to the Roger’s at Humphreys or Newtown. 
 
In October our Fall Program and Luncheon will focus on Operation Christmas Child. 
 
Ladies, these past years as your WMU Director have been a joy, getting to know all of you from all of 
the churches.  Being able to serve you and work with you has been such a blessing!  Thanks to all of 
you for your years of support and service.   
 
Your new WMU Director, Shelly, has a real heart for missions and will lead our associational WMU into 
a growing and exciting time in the coming years. 
 
May our great God and gracious heavenly Father bless and keep you all in His care as I keep you in 
my heart. 
 

Bev Martin 
WMU Director 

Extreme Sunday School Challenge 
Northwest Missouri Regional  

Sunday School Leadership Training 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 2013 

First Baptist Church, Cameron 
 

Guest Speaker– Doug Schildknecht 
(Pastor of FBC Buckner)  He also will lead  

The Pastor’s Breakout Session 

 
Age Graded Conferences for each age group- 

Preschool, Children, Student, Adult, 
Sunday School Directors and Pastors 

 
Registration at 6:00 pm with opening session  

Beginning at 6:30 pm.  Will conclude at 9 pm 

 
Please register by Friday, September 27, 2013 

There is no registration fee, however, we are 
asking each church to register so that the confer-

ence leaders will have adequate materials 

 
Are you ready for your Sunday School classes to 

discover new opportunities to reach unchurched 
people, mature disciples, engage believers in out-

reach, and increase available resources for minis-
try  Then plan to bring your Sunday School lead-

ers to the Northwest Sunday School Leadership 

Training. 

The Story Lives On 
Celebrate · Connect ·Commit 

“As for us, we cannot help speaking about what 

we have seen and heard.”  Acts 4:20 
 

Northwest WMU Retreat 
Grand Oaks Baptist Assembly, Chillicothe 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 
 

Cost: $15 that includes lunch 
 

Mail registration form to Virginia Stephenson 
by Thursday, September 19th 

 
Mission Project: Friendship Baptist Center, Des 
Moines, Iowa- Soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant.  Winter Items– gloves, hats, scarves, 
coats and sweaters.  School supplies– paper, 
notebooks, pencils, pens, crayons, markers, 
scissors, glue and erasors.  Also need diapers. 

Worship Leadership Conference 

September 20-21 

MBC, Jefferson City, MO 

Keynote Speaker– Craig Adams 

Registration fee is $4o person (early bird by 
Aug. 20) $50 after.  Register online at 
www.mobaptist.org/worship 

First Assembly of God in Trenton is 
again sponsoring “Run to the Cross” 
event on Sunday, September 15, 
2013.  The run/walk event is sched-
uled for 4:00-6:00 pm on Sunday af-
ternoon.  There will be shuttles run-
ning if you choose to run/walk to the 

cross and wish a ride back to Trenton. 

The format will be a 5K or 10K run/walk with the 
entry fee being 10 cans of canned goods to be 
donated to the Food Pantry. 

The second portion of the event will be a meal in 
their FAC building from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  It is a 
eat what you want, pay what you want and the 
proceeds will be going to the Food Pantry. 



Beth Moore Simulcast 

The Meadville First Baptist Church will 

be hosting the Beth Moore Simulcast 

Saturday, September 14 from 8:30 AM 

to 3:30 PM.  The church will provide 

the booklets for the simulcast and 

lunch.  There is no charge, but they will accept a free 

will donation.  Registration is limited to the first 250 

persons.  Call the church at 660-938-4501 to register 

by Friday September 6 or for more information. 
  

First Christian Church in Chillicothe will also be host-

ing the Simulcast. They are located at 900 Jackson St.  

Doors open at 8:00 am and the simulcast begins at 

9:15 am.   No ticket is required.   A freewill offering 

Union-  “Behold now is the accepted time; be-
hold, now is the day of salvation.  2 Corinthians 
6:2b 
 
It has been a busy summer and the kids are back 
to school.  Pastor Doug & Dianna have returned 
from a very needed vacation.  Aaron Stark 
preached in Pastor Doug’s absence.  We had five 
baptisms and welcome our new brother & sisters-
in Jesus.  
 
In September our business meeting will be on 
September 15th and Eastview Nursing Home 
Services on September 15th at 2 pm. 
 
We enjoyed our last Singspiration so much that 
we decided to have another Singspiration on 
September 27th at 7 pm.  No finger food this time 
as we are hosting the North Grand River Associa-
tional Meeting on September 28th from 8 am to 
12:30 pm meal time.  Sunday, September 29th is 
our 5th Sunday, Youth Sunday, and Noon Family 
Meal Time.  Please come join us and have a 
good fellowship in the Lord. 
 
Every Wednesday night is Supper at 6 pm with 
Bible Study at 7 pm.  Call Ryan Hughs for rides 
from Brimson at 654-0435 or Mike and Sherry 
Knapp for rides from Trenton at 789-3841 or 
Doug and Dianna Crawford at 359-3094.  Sunday 
School at 9:30 am with Morning Worship at 11 
am and Sunday Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm with 
Worship at 6 pm.  Everyone is welcome!  Re-
member if you are looking for a church home,  
come worship with us; we would love to have 
you!  We are down home folk that love the Lord! 
 
Come and join us for Timmy Hughes in con-
cert on September 27th at 7:00 pm. 

 

Men’s Revival 
September 14, 2013 

8 A.M. 
Ketcham Community Center 

NCMC Campus 
 

Contact Mike Smith (816) 806-7718 or 
David Trickel (660) 359-1647 

 

BE A BEAMER! 

 ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE 
Medicine Valley Community Ministry 

September 1 thru 30 
    
Saturday, September 7 – Grocery bags, with instructions, to be distributed throughout the New-
town, Harris and Osgood Communities. 

Saturday, September 14 – Grocery bags and food to be left at the curb to be picked up by volun-
teers. 

Saturday, September 21 -- Grocery bags, with instructions, to be distributed throughout the Hum-
phreys, Galt and Reger Communities. 

Saturday, September 28 – Grocery bags and food to be left at the curb to be picked up by volun-
teers. 

North Grand River Baptist Churches 
May become involved by gathering food from their people throughout the month. 
  
Food gathered by the churches may be left at the Mission Center or at First Baptist or by appoint-
ment at the Baptist Chapel at Newtown. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE Simulcast 
September 28 & 29, 2013 

8 pm – 10 pm 
Hoover Theatre 

Jewett Norris Library 
Trenton Missouri 

LIMITED SEATING.  COME EARLY! 
 

Questions?   
Contact Joe Foster (660) 654-3412 

Trenton FBC– What an exciting summer we 
have had at First Baptist. August 11th we bap-
tized two, then reports were given by the Canada 
and Haiti Mission teams.  August 18th we bap-
tized two and heard reports from the youth mis-
sion trip and the Frontier Days (Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming) mission trips.  Our clothing/School supplies 
give away was a great success. We hope many 
families were blessed by this ministry. 
 
September will have many ministry opportunities. 
AWANA starts September 4th with a Cookout for 
all AWANA kids and their families at 5:00 pm. 
 
Our Adult Choir begins at 7:30 that evening. 
 
September 15th  will  be our annual Sunday 
School round-up. 
 
September 16th the Crafty Ladies, Women on 
Mission and others interested will have a pillow 
case dress making party.  These dresses wil be 
placed in Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
in November. 
 
September 26 our women on Mission will be at-
tending the annual Northwest WMU Retreat at 
Grand Oaks. 

Mission Center Closed 

Monday, September 2, 2013 

In observance of Labor Day 



BSU @ North Central MO College 
 Our Fall semester began Friday 16th by hosting supper to the Residential Assistants and the baseball team. 
Thank you, Gene, Ann, Jonathan, Christina, and EJ for pitching in and making the evening a blessing to the 54 
NCMC student leaders. Thank you, Aaron Stark for sharing Jesus’ story in the college language that these students 
could really understand. 
 Move-In-Saturday, all 150 dorm students received a “Welcome” survival back-pack when they moved into 
their dorm room. And, we gave away, by drawing, 25 more as gifts to commuter students on our 1st Wednesday Free 
Lunch ministry. Thank you, Coon Creek, FBC Trenton, Modena, Rural Dale, Salem, Shelburne, and Tenth Street 
for providing the items for these gift bags. The students were thrilled to get one again this year. In the last news arti-
cle, I had asked you to pray that we would have meaningful conversations with students that day. Your prayers were 
answered. Because of the connections we made, 10 college students made it a point to attend AM worship with us 
the next morning. Thank you, prayer warriors. 
 Sunday evening 18th, we hosted our first “Sunday Night Alive” supper for dorm residents in Ketchum Cen-
ter. We served 111 BBQ beef sandwiches, and since many took two, we estimate that approximately 90 students 
were served. During the meal we also served 3 different fathers. Two of these fathers are visiting from the Domini-
can Republic. Christina was able to visit with these men and discovered through translation that the one father is 
“Chief of the Council of Border Immigrations” between Dominican Republic and Haiti. Before the conversation 
ended, this man invited Christina and our BSU to come to his country and tell the poor people of his region about 
Jesus Christ. Christina said, “he said—You come and tell my people about Jesus!” Not only was this a “God Mo-
ment”, but also a 3rd father, who was accompanied by a Blue Springs Baptist church couple, wanted to know who 
and why we were serving this free meal to the students. I explained we are the Christian club on campus and our 
main purpose is to challenge students to know Jesus as personal Savior and for them to grow deep in that relation-
ship. The father was so thrilled, that he made sure I met his son. As I shook the new student’s hand, I said, “I’ve 
been told by your father that you have a new heart, that like it says in Ezekiel your heart of stone has been replaced 
by a heart of flesh which means Jesus’ blood is running through your veins. Is this true?” Without hesitation the 
young man looked me in the eye and said, “Yes mam, it is.” 
 If this young man’s response was real and not because his father was standing close by, then as prayer 
warriors, we need to REALLY continue to pray against the demonic forces that are rising up to subtly and slyly 
derail these students from boldly walking the path Jesus has set their feet upon, as example: sleeping in on Sunday 
because “I didn’t hear my alarm”, or “I stayed up too late last night”, or “I have too much homework”. Satan never 
uses big disruptions to keep us from being in a Bible study or hearing God’s Word preached. No, he uses small ex-
cuses like, “it won’t hurt this once to miss”. When we make that first time Choice not to be a part of a God event, 
then the second time becomes much easier and God’s voice inside our head becomes that much softer. Sadly these 
“First Time Choices” are being frequently made during the 1st two-three weeks of school. It is a guaranteed fact, that 
if we don’t connect with a student within the 1st two weeks of school, we will likely not make that connection for the 
rest of the year. So, PRAY, prayer warriors that God gives us opportunities to connect. He gave us opportunities to 
meet 127 new/returning students during our 1st Wednesday Lunch. Thank you FBC Trenton for hosting our first 
meal. Thank you Shawn Allee for speaking God’s message in the college language the students could understand 
and embrace.  AND, thank you all you other partner churches that have scheduled a Wednesday with us to promote 
Jesus among the college students in our Wednesday Lunch ministry.  The time is way too short.  Our annual 
“GetAway” weekend when students will be under the preached Word and learn how to promote Jesus on their cam-
pus is coming. But, we have 2 big needs. 1. We need 2 vans to take the students, and 2. We need financial help to 
cover the costs of gasoline and the five $95/room motel rooms for 2 nights. In past years different ones of you have 
generously given scholarships to cover the cost of this trip. Your generosity made eternal impact last year. One stu-
dent was saved and 3 other students chose to enroll in a Christian university this year to pursue a deeper walk with 
their Savior. Pray and Partner. We can’t do it without YOU!! 
  
He Is Worthy to Receive the Rewards of HIS Sacrifice—Souls—Diann Barnes 


