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North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose-  “To mutually and prayerfully support, encourage and challenge 
one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and 
one another, and to evangelize those who have yet to come to know Him personally.”       Matthew 28:19-20 
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John Mark Clifton 

Interim DOM 

 
At the January 15th Executive 

Board Meeting it was voted 

unanimously to call Mark 

Clifton as Interim DOM for 6 

months. 

 

Mark works with NAMB as Senior Director of Church Replanting.  

He lives in Shawnee Kansas, and will be commuting  here a few 

days each month.  He may be here 1 to 2 weekends each 

month. 

 

His wife’s name is Jill and they have two sons.  Jordan and his 

wife Audra live in Wamego , Kansas, and Trenton and his wife 

Angela live in Raymore, Mo.  Both of these boys have two sons. 

Mark has a family history in this area and many relatives.  His fa-

ther Harry Clifton was pastor at Spickard Baptist Church.   

 

Mark has wrote a book “Reclaiming Glory—Revitalizing Dying 

Churches”. 

The Mission Center  
will be closed  

February 19th in  
observance of  

President’s Day. 
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I look forward to The opportunity to serve with you here in the North Grand 
River Baptist Association. I was born in Princeton. I was raised in Chillicothe 
and most of my family comes from Spickard or Trenton. In other words this is 
really my home.  Over the next few weeks I want to get to know more about the 
churches and communities in this association. I especially want to get to know 
more about each of our pastors and their families, 
 
In my current role I lead the replanting efforts of Southern Baptist through the 
North American Mission board.  I'm privilege to lead a team of five men all 

working together to help churches that are near the point of closure. We help them find pathways to remain 
open or to live again. This is not an easy task. But God is doing some amazing things with churches that were 
literally at the point of closure.  
 
While I work for the North American Mission Board in Atlanta, my home is actually in Shawnee Kansas. They 
allow me to live here in Kansas City and work remotely. The plan is to be with you and North Grand River a 
few days a month as well as some weekends each month. I am available to you anytime you need me. Feel 
free to call me or text me at 913-229-0745 email me at mclifton@namb.net.  
 
I would like to know two things. Feel free to email me with your response.  First one– what would you really 
like your association and or your director to do for you or your church? And secondly what would you see as 
the greatest challenge you or your church are facing today? 
 
Looking forward to getting to know each of you 
over the next few weeks. Thank you for this op-
portunity to serve you in an interim basis. 
 

Mark 

 

 

 

 

These are our boys,  
Trenton on the left 
and Jordan on the 
right, with their wives 
Angela on the left and 
Audra on the right 

The most recent picture taken at  
Christmas of our four grandsons  
Tank, Jack, Collin and Camden.  
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We have 4 new kits that you can check out from the NGR 
Media Library at the association office.  These are Power-
Point studies published by Rose Publishing.  They will in-
clude a PowerPoint presentation and study sheets that you 
can print off.  These were purchased from the MMO funds 
the association receives from churches in our association 
that give to MMO.  10% of those funds come to the asso-
ciation. 

 
The studies are :”Women of the Bible”;  “Christianity, Cults & Religions and Denominations 
Comparison”;  “10 Questions and Answers on Mormons”;  and “The Tabernacle”.    

 

Senior Adult Fellowship 
And Bible Study 

March  6, 2018 
Noon at the Mission Center 

Bring a Covered Dish 

Guest Speaker- Rev. Ron Ratliff 

Stuffed Animal Sale 
Great Valentine Gift! 

 
Sale- $7.00— NGR Price $8.50 

Retail Price- $15.99 
Savings- $8.99 

Includes : 
“Going Bananas for Jesus”  Monkey 

Praying Bear w/o sound 
 

SALE- $7.50-  NGR Price $9.50 
Retail Price- $19.99  

Savings- $12.49  
Includes: 

Cuddle Buddie Bear, Dog or Cow 
 

SPECIAL PURCHASE 
While Supplies Last 

“The Jesus Code” by O.S. Hawkins 
$5.00— SRP $14.99 

 
 

FAITH Picture Frames-  $7.00 

9. Bobbie Helton 
12. Peggy Dennis 
20. Ron McPherson 
21. Debbie Dickinson 
24  Doug Crawford 

Next NGR Council Meeting 
Monday-  7:00 pm- March 19, 2018 
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Associational WMU Focus Week– February 12-18 
The January 16th meeting was cancelled due to the cold weather. 
 
Our February 13th meeting will be during WMU Focus Week and also during 
the week of Valentine’s Day.  We will have a special WMU Program.  A cov-
ered dish luncheon will follow.  If you have a special Valentine’s Day dish or 

dessert that would like to bring, we will also celebrate Valentine’s  Day.  We will also 
welcome Shelly back and perhaps hear about their ministry in Haiti. 
 
The WMU Scripture and Watchword for the year: 
“I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save 
some.  I do this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings”   1 Corin-
thians 9:22b-23 
 
Our mission 
...is to inform and inspire Christians to influence their world for Christ. 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Bev MartinBev MartinBev MartinBev Martin    

    

Registration is $30 until March 21, 2018, $40 after.            Saturday box lunch is $5 each 

 
Child care available if registered in advance. Call Angie Hurd at  314-540-2983 

 
For more information, contact Laura Wells at 636-209-0027 or dwells6779@sbcglobal.net 
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Dear Fellow Workers of Christ, 
The semester has just begun and I’m excited for what God has in store! We 
have many events and trips this semester and I have many excited college stu-
dents. We have the Great Commission Conference next month, Spring Break 
Mission Trip in March, Spring retreat in April and Canada Mission Trip in May. If 

you are interested in being a part of anything we do, whether you want to come with us, you want to 
sponsor someone or you want to donate goods please let me know there are many ways to be a 
part of what we are doing here at NCMC.  
 
On the note I am also still in need of some Wednesday lunches to be filled, and would welcome any 
church who would like to put on a lunch.  
 
I am very excited for this semester and what God is doing amongst college students. Thank you for 
all your support and prayers! 
 
In Jesus, 

Christina Boatright  

The Deaf are a "hidden" or "unseen" or "unnoticed" mi-
nority. They exist around you and are never noticed 
unless they sign or use their voice.  If they were gath-
ered in one place they would comprise the 4th largest 
nation in the world. 
 
 
Do you know there are 750 Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing 
that die daily many of them do not know Jesus Christ as 
their Savior? It is for this reason why Deaf Youth Camp 
sponsors a camp for deaf youth from Missouri & Okla-
homa ages 10 through high school.  For many these 

campers, this is the ONLY opportunity they have all year to understand God’s Word in their 
own language, American Sign Language. Campers often approach staff on the last day of 
camp with tears in their eyes pleading for us to have camp one more week. When we asked 
why their responses are very moving the campers state “Deaf Youth Camp is MY ‘church’. 
When we go home attend church with our parents we do not understand what is being said 
because no one uses sign language to tell us what is being said. Deaf Youth Camp under-
stands who we are and accepts us.”  We have the privilege of having camp this year at Bap-
tist Ridge in Warsaw, MO. The dates for camp are June 3—8, 2018.  Even though Deaf 
Youth Camp is under the umbrella of the Missouri Baptist Convention we do not receive any 
financial support.  
 
 
This is an excellent opportunity for a mission project for a Sunday School Class, or a mis-
sions committee from your church.  We need YOUR help to support this unique ministry. 
For more information contact Vivian Crowley by email: praisinghim53@gmail.com. 
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Edinburg Baptist Church 
It is encouraging what the Lord is doing at Edinburg. On the 7th of January we bap-
tized another new member into the family of God. Michael Wagner had accepted the 
Lord during worship and brought the entire congregation to tears as he prayed to ac-
cept the Lord, His baptism was our first in 2018 and our 6th baptism since November.  
Also in that time frame we have accepted several new members into our church family 
and have enjoyed all the new faces that have come to visit with us. 

February is going to start a busy year here at Edinburg. We are starting a youth group 
that will meet on Sunday evenings. A group of us are going to take a trip to Cameron on the 10th to the Pre-
tenders Playhouse for a dinner theater. And on the 14th we are having a church Valentine’s Day dinner. 

On the 7th of February, our WMU is having a Local missionary come and speak to us about their travels and 
work as a missionary. Our youth and children’s team will host Youth and Children’s event on the 17th of 
February. Our children’s group will meet at 1 pm for an afternoon of craft, snacks, and games. Then our 
youth group will meet at 5:30 for an evening of pizza and a movie in our new Edinburg theater. 

Our church has also joined the 21st century as we now have our own website, it has been up and running 
for the past few months and has been very helpful in outreach and keeping our members informed. Take a 
look at us at www.edinburgbaptist.com. We also have started a texting service that gives us the ability to 
contact our members quickly if we need to pray for someone or cancel church due to bad weather or -22 
degree temperatures. 

We are excited for the future at Edinburg and we are looking forward to all that the Lord is going to do and 
has done here in our little church family. 

 

Gallatin- The Keenagers will meet for the monthly noon luncheon on Thursday, February 1st. 

FBC will be serving lunch to the BSU on Wednesday, February 14. 

FBC Men’s and Women’s Bible Study meet  each Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm at the church. 

Pioneer Club and JOY Youth meet each Wednesday evening, beginning with the evening meal at 5:30 pm, 
followed by Bible Study from 6 to 7:30 pm. 

 

Trenton FBC– The church voted 100% to issue a call to our new  Associate  Pastor to Families-  Andrew 
and  Sara Bertram.  They will be coming in the middle of February from Kentucky where they have been 
serving.  We are very excited and looking forward to their arrival. 

We continue to study the book of Proverbs on Wednesday Bible Study.  On Sunday mornings Bro Josh is 
preaching through the book of Matthew. 

We had a baptism this month and Praise God for this decision.  She had accepted the Lord at camp, but 
wanted to be baptized on her birthday. 

The Keenagers are planning a Valentine Party on February 14th. 

A mission trip is planned February 15th-17th,  to take literature to Illinois that will be packed and sent over-
seas. 

The AWANA’s have started back to meeting on Wednesday’s after their holiday break.  The mission groups 
and children’s choir will start meeting in  February. 

During January, February and March on the 3rd Sunday following worship service, we will have a soup 
luncheon followed by business meeting.  There will be no evening services on those days only.  
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North Grand River Baptist Association 

1108 N Main                                                         Interim DOM   

Trenton, MO   64683                                                                                              Mark Clifton 

Telephone – 660.359.3897                                   Ministry Assistant                         

E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net                                                                        Debbie Dickinson  

Web Page– northgrandriverbaptist.com                                                            BSU Interim Director 

E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net       Christina Boatright 

Fax: 660.359.0200                   

  Church Giving Church Service Times 

December 2017 
Reports 

 Monthly 
 Inc.  

 BSU 
Inc.  SS AM PM Weds. 

Alpha  $   198.25   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 7:00 

Edinburg  $   386.65   $     42.96  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Gallatin  $   640.85   $     50.00  9:30 10:40 6:00 7:00 

Galt  $   134.00   $     25.00  10:00 11:00 6:00 7:00 

Jamesport  $     25.00   $     25.00  9:45 10:45 7:00 7:00 

Laredo  $   262.00   $     50.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 6:00 

Lineville  $   183.36   $     25.00  9:45 10:45 6:00 6:00 

M. Valley     9:30 10:30 6:00   

Mercer  $   147.50   $     25.00  9:30 10:30 6:30 6:30 

Modena  $     33.89    10:00 10:40 6:00 6:00 

Princeton  $     44.67   $     80.00  9:40 10:40 7:00 6:00 

Ravanna  $   127.34   $     54.57  9:30 10:45     

Rural Dale  $   548.22   $     75.00  9:45 10:45 5:00 6:00 

Salem  $   105.45   $     25.00  10:00 11:00 6:00   

Shelburne  $   496.40   $     75.00  10:00 10:55 6:00 6:30 

Tenth St.  $   759.39   $   126.56  9:30 10:30 6:00 7:00 

Trenton FB  $   539.96   $     89.99  9:30 10:40 6:00 6:00 

Union  $   249.76   $   100.00  10:00 11:00 6:00 6:00 

Total  $4,882.69   $   894.08  Join any of these churches in worship 

Chilli, FBC    $     45.00      

Gilman BC    $   200.00      

Milan FBC    $   155.41      

MBC    $   460.00      

Linn-Livingston    $   600.00      
December 2017 NGR Account 

Beginning Balance $43,592.23 
 Income $12,291.75 
 Total $55,883.98 
 Expenses $15,540.68 
Ending Balance $10,343.30 
 

Line Items in NGR Checking 
NGR Designated Funds $13,577.36 
NGR General Fund $19,449.34 
BSU Line Item Balance $7,316.10 
 

NGR October  2017—December 2017 
 (Includes BSU & Designated Funds) 

Income  $46,989.17 
Expenses $46,887.22 
Difference $101.95 

Seminary Checking $144.21 
Seminary Savings $2,315.20 
Knapp Scholarship $5,403.79 
Benevolent Savings $795.20 
NGR Savings $1,257.34 

BSU– December– Income to Expense 
Beginning Balance $11,515.82 
 Income $2,954.49 
 Total $14,470.31 
 Expenses $7,154.21 
Ending Balance $7,316.10 
General BSU Fund $6,771.34 
Designated BSU Fund $544.76 

NOTE: BSU included in NGR Account below. 



E-Encourager                                                                                                                                                                                          8 

 

 
First Baptist Church, Harvester, is hosting the 2018 Great Commission Conference, spon-
sored by the Missouri Baptist Convention. This multi-generational event Feb. 22-25 features 
nationally recognized speakers and offers break-out sessions, fellowship meals, and other 
networking opportunities. The theme of this year’s conference is “Reconcile,” based on 2 
Cor. 5:17-20.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the mes-
sage of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (ESV) 
 
Mark the dates, and register now. There is no charge for admission; costs are covered 
through your generous gifts through the Cooperative Program. 
 
Contact      Location 

Eric Barb       First Baptist Church Harvester 

1-800-736-6227 x 365     4075 Old Hwy 94 S 

ebarb@mobaptist.org     St. Charles, MO 63304 

  

Speakers : Dr. James Merritt, Dr. Robert Smith,  Ken Whitten,  James Choung,  Adam Tho-
mason, Linda Cooper,  Mark Tolbert, James Ogan,  Michael Wear. 
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