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2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

“Churches working together to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.”
Matthew 28:1828:18-20

North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose- “To mutually and prayerfully support, encourage and challenge
one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and
one another, and to evangelize those who have yet to come to know Him personally.”
Matthew 28:19-20
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Thursday, December 9, 1965 is a very special date. That is
when the TV special A Charlie Brown Christmas premiered
on CBS. We all remember, and often quote the famous line
right after Linus recites from the Gospel of Luke “That’s
what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” Linus says:
“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.” Luke 2:8-14 (KJV) “That’s what Christmas is
all about, Charlie Brown.”
Today, more than ever, we are surrounded by people who literally have no idea what
Christmas “is all about”. We live in a consumer driven, self-satisfaction seeking, keeping up with the Joneses culture that rarely even thinks about God, much less Jesus.
We as the church can become insulated and isolated from the harsh reality of the
times we live in. While Christmas is supposed to be about the arrival of our Savior and
not about Santa Claus, many people are more focused on their version of Santa
Claus. Constantly seeking to outdo what the neighbors or in-laws Santa is doing as if
what they give and how much it costs determines someone’s value. Christmas is
viewed as a competition, a chance to one-up everyone else. As if the gifts we purchase for our families could ever truly communicate our love. Many families spend
their way into crippling debt every year just to keep up appearances. They have lost
sight of what Christmas is all about! They need us to tell them, they need us to show
them the true meaning of Christmas.
This year, we need to be very intentional in communicating the truth of the Gospel.
This year we need to shine the light and love of Jesus brightly to the world around us.
This year we need to show them that without the Christ there is no Christmas. Jesus
truly is the reason for the season, now let’s go into all the world and live our lives in a
way that reflects Him and His glory.
Yours in His Service,
Abner Neill
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DECEMBER SALES
December 2nd—15th
Bibles 20% Off
Bible Covers 10% Off
Books 25% Off

In stock Accompaniment CD’s- $6.50
December 17th-21st
CD’s & DVD’s 15% Off
All items in store 15% Off
Christmas Boxed Cards– 15% off
Christmas Bookmarks
Children’s Christmas Books
Christmas Cross Ornaments
Christmas DVD’s
Christmas CD’s
Many more items & In-store discounts

Senior Society met November 6th at the Association
Conference room for a catered luncheon and fellowship. Debbie Dickinson was
the pianist. “What a Friend
We Have in Jesus” and “I
am Satisfied With Jesus”
was sung by the seniors. Pastor Ron McPherson
of Edinburg had the devotion on being thankful
taken from Psalms 100 and Thessalonians. We
had 17 attending with 5 churches represented with
a wonderful fellowship.
Our next meeting will be January 8th due to New
Years Day. Pastor Steve Dennis will bring the devotion. If the meeting is to be cancelled due to inclement weather please listen to KTTN or call Debbie at 359-3897 or Doris 258-1237.

SEE PAGE 7 FOR MORE ITEMS
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Lewis Rogers
Linda Niffen
Christina Boatright
Kenny Wilson
Ron & Amy McPherson
Abner & Jennifer Neill
Rebecca Shaw
Jennifer Trunk
NGR CHURCH PRAYER
LIST

December
Alpha & Modena
Edinburg & Union
Gallatin & Trenton FBC
Galt & Tenth St
Jamesport & Shelburne
Laredo & Salem
Lineville & Rural Dale
M. Valley & Ravanna
Mercer & Princeton

You can call or text
Debbie at
660660-359359-3365.

Mission Center will be closed
Monday and Tuesday–
December 24 & 25
Monday and Tuesday–
December 31 and
January 1, 2019

4

E-Encourager

Refuge KC Director Guest Speaker

The November 4th Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer Program featured Richard
Casebolt, Director of Refuges Kansas City as guest speaker. He shared with us the
various countries from which the refuges come and shared pictures of the ministry. Virginia Crumpacker presented the devotional and prayed for the missionaries with birthdays prior to our guest speakers presentation. A delicious covered dish luncheon was
enjoyed by those present. We want to thank FBC Trenton for hosting the program.
The December 18th Associational WMU meeting will be held at Sunnyview Nursing Home in the dining room at 10:30 am. Besides a deviational we will be singing favorite songs or Christmas carols of
the residents. We will meet at the Masson Center before going to Sunnyview. There will be a covered dish luncheon when we return from Sunnyview. At this meeting we will be collecting laundry
detergent, dryer sheets and paper towels for the women's shelter.
Have a joyous Christmas and a blessed New Year.
Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace
among men with whom he is pleased. Luke 2:14
Assistant WMU Director
Bev Martin

Edinburg– There were 28 that went to Judgment House at Cameron on October 27th.
There were 4 decisions for Christ and 3 rededicated their lives. Praise the Lord.
We had a good turn out for our Trunk n Treat.
There were 31 of us that packed shoe boxes for OCC, 25 for girls and 25 for boys.
December 2nd is our Christmas program.
Gallatin- Keenagers Christmas noon luncheon will be held on Thursday, December 1. We will be having
soup and sandwiches. Come and join us.
Attention all ladies: please join us for a morning of merry making and fellowship on Saturday, December 8th
at 9:30. We will enjoy a Christmas brunch and a time of crafting. All ages are welcome. If you have any
questions, please call Whitney Sidebottom, Debbie Heldenbrand or Vicki Henderson.
The Celebration Choir will present selections from the 2004 Christmas musical, "Comfort and Joy," during
the morning worship service on December 16. The music is varied in style, joyful and uplifting, featuring some
solo spots and a duet.
Kids Praise Choir will be performing “The Christmas Express” on Sunday, December 16 at 6 pm under the
direction of Angel Critten. Join us for punch and cookies after the program.
Ga ati First Baptist Church Christ as Eve Ca d e ight Service wi be fr
5t 7p
The ! rd’s
Supper” wi be served by the deac s Y u ay sit wherever y u wish t
editate a d pray f r as
g as
y u desire Whe y u are ready y u ay
ve t the fr t f the sa ctuary where y u wi be served the
rd’s Supper This is tru y a beautifu service i bserva ce f esus’ birth
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Gallatin Continued: Recent Missions for Our Church– we have been active in doing a lot
of missions this month, and most of you have been a part in some way, so thank-you for helping with our outreach. Sometimes people are not aware of the things we do to reach others
here and away.
First, we collected items and sponsored a packing party for the “Christmas Child Shoebox
Ministry” November 11. We were able to pack 109 boxes and sent them along their route to
needy children throughout the world. Many gave shipping cost along with items for the boxes.
Second, on November 17, we were a part of “Christmas On The Square” and served free hot cocoa to anyone that passed by our table in the afternoon. We also passed out free small packs of Kleenex around the
square with our church name and motto taped on the back.
Third, Shelly will be returning to Haiti January 16, God willing, to cook once again for the group she has been
with the past 2 years. This isn’t an exciting job, but I try to remember that an army travels on its stomach so
our efforts are needed and appreciated.

Trenton FBC- We had our Global World Hunger emphasis with the theme of the country of Hungary. Hungarian Goulash was served over rice. Over $700 was donated.
The parade of flags was on November 11th with 50 countries represented by flags.
We began our focus of Annie Armstrong with Annie coming to visit during the morning worship service children’s time. She shared her testimony of God calling her to be a missionary. Our goal for Lottie Moon Christmas offering is $8,000.
The Wednesday night children’s Pioneer Club will be soon having a break. They all helped to pack OCC
boxes with FBC collecting over 500 boxes. A mission team has gone to help at the OCC Distribution Center.
We currently are collecting toys and winter clothing for the Helping Hands Give Away on Monday, Dec. 3rd.
The Adult Choir will be presenting their Christmas Cantata during the Morning service on December 16th.
The Children’s Choir will present their program on Sunday evening, December 23rd at 6:00 pm
We will be having our Holiday Meal after the Sunday morning service on December 2nd.
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 5:00 pm.

Union Coon Creek— Luke 2:10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.
We had our annual Thanksgiving carry out/dine- in meal. There were over 600 meals delivered by 20 carriers
and 250 people eating in house. Thanks to all who contributed in any way to make our 23rd annual Thanksgiving carry out/dine in in a success.
Our church enjoyed our own Thanksgiving meal November 4. We had a church group picture taken by Jim
Bush in regard to our 174th year as we prepare for our 175th celebration in 2019.
On October 29th our church sponsored a booth at the Rockbarn in Trenton. We call the event Tract or Treat
as we pass out bags with a Gospel tract and candy. What a great opportunity to share Jesus with so many.
On October 27th we had our annual hayride. Around 40 people attended, and we lost no one as the wagon
made its way through our community. Thanks Jason and Jenny Hunter.
We had a float in the Missouri Day parade showing our 174 years of serving in the area with the Gospel of
Jesus.
God Bless All our sister Churches
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Church Giving
October 2018
Reports

Alpha
Edinburg
Gallatin
Galt
Jamesport
Laredo
Lineville
M. Valley
Mercer
Modena
Princeton
Ravanna
Rural Dale
Salem
Shelburne
Tenth St.
Trenton FB
Union
Total
Chilli, FBC
Gilman BC
Milan FBC
Linn-Livingston
MBC
Zion BC
Seminary Checking
Seminary Savings
Benevolent Savings
NGR Savings
Knapp Scholarship

Monthly
Inc.

BSU
Inc.

$ 160.33
$ 679.96
$ 721.65

$
$
$

25.00
75.55
25.00

$ 25.00
$ 275.00
$ 225.31

$
$
$

25.00
50.00
25.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$

25.00

184.00
58.01
195.22
143.78
874.92
158.52
543.59
385.74

$ 80.00
$ 61.62
$ 75.00
$ 25.00
$ 75.00
$ 128.58

$ 257.06 $ 446.43
$4,888.09 $ 1,142.18
$ 45.00
$ 200.00
$ 186.16
$ 41.66
$ 460.00
$ 25.00
$134.21
$2,331.29
$809.41
$8,568.67
$5,314.44

BSU– October– Income to Expense
Beginning Balance
$9,605.73
Income
$2,335.65
Total
$11,941.38
Expenses
$1,397.20
Ending Balance
$10,544.18
General BSU Fund
$10,532.63
Designated BSU Fund
$11.55

Church Service Times
SS

AM
PM
Weds.
9:30
10:30
6:30
7:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:40
6:00
7:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
7:00
9:45
10:45
7:00
7:00
9:30
10:30
6:30
6:00
9:45
10:45
6:00
6:00
9:30
10:30
6:00
9:30
10:30
6:30
6:30
10:00
10:40
6:00
6:00
9:40
10:40
7:00
6:00
9:30
10:45
9:45
10:45
5:00
6:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
10:00
10:55
6:00
6:30
9:30
10:30
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:40
6:00
6:00
10:00
11:00
6:00
6:00
Join any of these churches in worship

NOTE: BSU included in NGR Account below.
October 2018 NGR Account
Beginning Balance
$42,402.52
Income
$12,589.09
Total
$54,991.61
Expenses
$8,173.54
Ending Balance
$46,818.07
Line Items in NGR Checking
NGR Designated Funds
$9,741.47
NGR General Fund
$26,532.42
BSU Line Item Balance
$10,544.18
NGR October 2018
(Includes BSU & Designated Funds)
Income
$12,589.09
Expenses
$8,173.54
Difference
$4,415.55

North Grand River Baptist Association
1108 N Main
Trenton, MO 64683
Telephone – 660.359.3897
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net
Web Page– northgrandriverbaptist.com
Fax: 660.359.0200

Ministry Assistant
Debbie Dickinson
BSU Interim Director
Christina Boatright
BSU Assistant
Gracie Cabral
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GREAT Devotion books for girls and boys. Activities for age level

“Hannah” Praying Doll
$16.00
Blonde or
Brunette hair

$5.00 DVD’s
Kendrick Brothers
“Flywheel”, “Facing the Giants”, “Fireproof”,
“Courageous”, “War Room”
PLUSH ANIMALS- $6.00- Regular price- $17-$20

Many BiblesKJV, NKJV, ESV
Student, Children
Study, Thinline
Wonder Bible as seen
On TV- $32.00

Peanuts Nativity Set- $21.00

Little People Christmas Story- $35.00

