RIDING WHILE STUPID!
Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger is the youngest signal-caller ever to
win a Super Bowl. He is a rising superstar in the NFL and has been the recipient of a
number of endorsement opportunities. However, as of June 2006, he also has a new
perspective on freedom.
In July of 2005, ESPN reporter Andrea Kremer asked Roethlisberger to explain his
decision to ride his motorcycle without a helmet:
ESPN: It's not the law in Pennsylvania to wear a helmet. Why don't you wear a helmet?
Roethlisberger: Because you don't have to. It's not the law. If it was the law, I'd
definitely have one on every time I rode. But it's not the law and I know I don't have to.
You're just more free when you're out there with no helmet on.
Unfortunately, Roethlisberger was involved in a serious motorcycle accident in June of
2006, less than one year later. When a 62-year-old woman failed to yield at a Pittsburgh
intersection, Roethlisberger was thrown into the windshield of her Chrysler Town and
Country. His bike was totaled, and emergency surgeons spent over seven hours
repairing a broken jaw, a fractured skull, missing teeth, and several other facial injuries.
After being released from the hospital, Roethlisberger apologized to the fans, his family,
and his team for risking his health (and life) unnecessarily. In another interview, he was
no longer focused on taking advantage of his individual freedom: "In the past few days,
I've gained a new perspective on life. By the grace of God, I'm fortunate to be alive." He
also added that, if he ever does ride a motorcycle again, "it will certainly be with a
helmet."
Christians abuse their freedom too, often at their own expense. Paul offers his own
“helmet warning” in Galatians…
Galatians 5:13 (NIV) You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.
So, keep your helmet on and your freedom in check.

