
EMBRACE THE UNCERTAINTIES OF LIFE 

 
In his book In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day, Mark Batterson talks about the 
joy that comes through unexpected things—a lesson he learned while on 
vacation with his family in Orlando, Florida: 
 
One morning we were sitting at a stoplight in our rental van. The light turned 
green, and the car in front of us didn't go, so I decided to give them a little "love 
tap" on the horn. But when I hit the horn, it got jammed, and I couldn't turn it off. 
The poor people in front of us! They must have thought I was a raging lunatic! 
 
I quickly pulled into a gas station while everybody stared at us. We were 
mortified, but fortunately the horn stopped honking when I turned the van off. So I 
started the van back up, and we got onto the highway. About two miles down the 
road, the horn started honking again without me even touching it. Scout's honor. 
So we were driving down the highway at seventy miles per hour blaring our horn 
at everybody and their brother. I'm not sure what people were thinking, but it felt 
like we were screaming at people. Get out of my lane, sucker! This road belongs 
to us! 
 
I honestly didn't know what to do. Malfunctioning horns weren't covered in my 
driver's ed class. So I did what I do whenever anything is broken: I hit it. I just 
kept pounding the horn, and it would actually stop honking for a few seconds. 
Then it would sporadically start honking again. 
 
That fifteen-minute ride would rank as one of the most chaotic driving 
experiences of my adult life. But you know what? We're still laughing about it…. 
In fact, I don't think my kids will ever forget the now infamous "honking horn" 
incident. 
 
Most of our trip was preplanned. We planned on swimming. We planned on 
catching lizards. We planned on visiting the Magic Kingdom. And all of these 
planned activities were a blast. But the highlight of the trip was totally unplanned. 
You can't plan a horn malfunction. But that horn malfunction causes as much 
laughter as the rest of the trip combined. 
 
Now here's my point: Some of the best things in life are totally unplanned and 
unscripted. 
 
I'm not a movie critic, but in my humble entertainment estimation, the greatest 
movies have the highest levels of uncertainty. Whether the uncertainty is 
romantic or dramatic, scripts with the highest level of uncertainty make the best 
movies. In the same vein, I think high levels of uncertainty make the best lives. … 
 
Faith is embracing the uncertainties of life. … It is recognizing a divine 
appointment when you see one. 
 


