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WORKING WITH GOD 
JOHN 5:17 / 6-30-19 / AM 

  
I. FIRST, REALIZE IT OFTEN TAKES TIME TO RECEIVE GOD’S 
 INVITATION TO JOIN HIM IN WHAT HE IS DOING. 
 

A. This was even true for Jesus. 
 

1. He was only 12 when he knew he was called to be about his 
father’s business. 

 
2. However, he was 30 when he finally began his public ministry. 

 
B. It was also true of Moses.  

 
1. At the age of forty God put it into his heart to deliver his people 

from bondage. 
 

2. Moses, however, had to wait an additional forty years before God 
could use him. 
 

C. Why does God often wait to give us an assignment? 
 

1. God waits to mold our character to match our assignment. 
 

2. We may think that we are ready now to join God in what he is 
doing. 

 
3. Peter also thought he was ready but he wasn’t—Luke 22:33-34. 

 
II. SECOND, HOW DOES GOD INVITE US TO JOIN HIM IN WHAT HE IS 
 DOING? 
 

A. Again, lets look at the example of Jesus—John 5:17, 19-20. 
 

1. The key is that Jesus watched to see where his father was working. 
 

2. This is still the key today. 
 

B. Unfortunately, many never see God working in our world. 
 

1. The Prophet Elisha’s servant could not see where God was 
working—2 Kings 6:17. 

 
2. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day could not see where God was 

working either—Luke 19:42. 
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C. What do we look for? Things that only God can do.    

 
1. Only God can draw people to himself—John 6:44. 

 
2. Only God can cause people to seek spiritual truth—John 14:26. 

 
3. Only God can convict people—John 16:8. 

 
 

III. THIRD, WHAT SHOULD WE DO WHILE WE ARE WAITING TO 
 RECEIVE OUR ASSIGNMENT FROM GOD? 
 

A. Three things. 
 

1. First, cultivate our love relationship with God.   
 

2. Second, make any necessary adjustment in our lives to prepare to 
join God.    

 
3. Third, pray and watch to see what happens next.  Many of us do 

not make the connection between our prayers and God’s activity. 
 
 

B. When God reveals what he is doing we have a decision to make. 
 

1. We can go with God. 
 

2. We can stay where we are and never experience God working 
through us. 

 
 
  


