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THE FARMER PROPHET
AMOS 7:14 / 9-21-18 / PM

I.

AMOS’ LIFE.

A. His name means “burden-bearer” and he is the only person in the Bible with this name.
B. His home town was Tekoa, about 10-12 miles south of Jerusalem.
C. He was both a shepherd and farmer—7:14b.
Amos 7:14b
…I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees.
D. His ministry was thought to be around 760 B.C. making him a contemporary with the
prophet Jonah.
E. He described himself as a business man and not a prophet—7:14a.
Amos 7:14a
14 Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet…
F. Although he lived in the Southern Kingdom his ministry was to the Northern Kingdom.
G. His character was harsh with little sympathy like that of John the Baptist.
H. He brought judgments against eight different nations. (Can you hear the Amens from
Israel?)
1.
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Damascus—1:3-5.
Gaza—1:6-8.
Tyre—1:9-10.
Edom—1:11-12.
Ammon—1:13-15.
Moab—2:1-3.
Judah—2:4-5.
Amos 2:4-5
4 This is what the Lord says: “For three sins of Judah, even for four, I will not relent.
Because they have rejected the law of the Lord and have not kept his decrees,
because they have been led astray by false gods, the gods their ancestors followed,
5 I will send fire on Judah that will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem.”
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8. Israel—2:6-16.
Amos 2:6-16
6 This is what the Lord says: “For three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not relent.
They sell the innocent for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals. 7 They trample on
the heads of the poor as on the dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed.
Father and son use the same girl and so profane my holy name. 8 They lie down
beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. In the house of their god they drink
wine taken as fines. 9 “Yet I destroyed the Amorites before them, though they were
tall as the cedars and strong as the oaks. I destroyed their fruit above and their roots
below. 10 I brought you up out of Egypt and led you forty years in the wilderness to
give you the land of the Amorites. 11 “I also raised up prophets from among your
children
and Nazirites from among your youths. Is this not true, people of
Israel?”declares the Lord. 12 “But you made the Nazirites drink wine and commanded
the prophets not to prophesy. 13 “Now then, I will crush you as a cart crushes when
loaded with grain. 14 The swift will not escape, the strong will not muster their
strength, and the warrior will not save his life. 15 The archer will not stand his ground,
the fleet-footed soldier will not get away, and the horseman will not save his life. 16
Even the bravest warriors will flee naked on that day,” declares the Lord.

I.

His book is divided into three sections.
1. Oracles against all eight nations mentioned—chapters 1-2.
2. Sermons against Israel—chapters 3-6.
3. Visions about Israel—chapters 7-9.

II.

AMOS’ LESSONS
1. God holds nations and people accountable.
2. One way God judges us is the way we treat other people.
3. God is powerful and mighty—4:13.
4. Spiritual decay often follows material success.
5. God wants to use all Christians, laity and clergy—7:15.
6. Empty worship is no substitute for godliness—5:21-24.

