November, 2021

Words from our Pastor

United Methodist Church

THANKSGIVING
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1
Thessalonians 5:18 (NRSV)
November is upon us and the year seems to
be quickly, perhaps too quickly, drawing
towards its end. Many of us, if not most all
of us, may find ourselves contending with
lists of things to do, of places to be, and
people to see as we come into this time of
year. These last two months of the year can
be overwhelming; our lists seem to grow
longer with each passing day. Yet we need
not despair, for the Lord is with us enabling
us to contend with all circumstances and be
triumphant!
In the scheme of life there are multitudes of
trying and troubling circumstances which
cause our concerns over “the holiday hubbub” to pale in comparison. We know folks
who have little food and limited shelter,
who suffer every day and deal daily with
sickness, who contend with the anxieties of
life and are confronted with being alone in
their lives. Yet many of these folks live in
gratitude for what they do have, especially
in the midst of their unseemly
circumstances!
The lesson to be learned here is that as we
are in Christ Jesus the will of God is being
worked in our lives gracefully bringing us
through our circumstances with gratitude for

all we have received. No matter the
circumstances we must contend with,
whether good or bad, we are called to
have thankful hearts for the work of God
being wrought in our living. Perhaps our
plans do not work out as we planned, yet
God brings about a result of goodness
none the less. Perhaps people do not
participate as expected, yet God brings
forth goodness out of problematic
possibilities. Perhaps we cannot find just
the right gift to give, yet God brings us the
place where we can give the goodness of
ourselves. Perhaps we, by giving thanks in
all circumstances, discover the goodness
of God welling up within us deepening
our faith and determining our path as we
follow Christ Jesus, our Lord!
Have a glorious Thanksgiving, Pastor
Kenny!!!
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We strive as a council to empower the missional
groups at Simpson UMC to accomplish their
individual group’s missional goals as well as to
promote the vision of Simpson UMC to Win,
Disciple and Serve.
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Christmas Boutique
You’ve been very generous by bringing in items for
the Boutique. We can always use more items for our
Food Pantry and Clothes Closet customers to give
to their friends and family. Jewelry, candles, lotions,
toys and games make great gifts. Please bring items
to the church by December 3rd. Thank You!

Next meeting: Monday November 8th at 4:00 p.m.
This meeting is an OPEN meeting, all are invited to
attend.
As a reminder, the semester is
underway and we'd like to
restart the Church Mouse
ministry to college students of
our congregation. Each student
will be assigned a Church
Mouse, who will pray for them
and send them cards, notes, and/or small care
packages throughout the year. This is one way we
can let our students know we care for them, whether
they are in town or away. The Church Mouse
usually remains anonymous until the end of the
year.
If you are a student or parent of a student please let
me know the student’s contact information as soon
as possible. It would be helpful to have a little
information about the student - such as major,
hobbies, likes & dislikes, favorite food, candy,
color, team, show, etc. - not necessarily all of those
things, just anything that would give the church
mouse some ideas!
Church Mouse volunteers please contact me as
well.
Thanks, Carman Kercher kercher@twc.com cell
812-319-7653

The Choir has been
working very hard for
several weeks now. We
are presenting a
Christmas Dinner
Theater titled “Our Joy
Has Come” on
December 18th & 19th
Dinner will be at 6:00
p.m. with
performance following.
Tickets, for attendance purposes, will be available
beginning on November 14th through the church
office or from Pastor Kenny. Seating will be limited
to eighty people per night. A “Love Offering” for
Simpson missions will be gratefully received each
evening. This will be a wonderful part of your
Christmas celebration.
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Volunteers are busy now calling
caregivers for ideas of gifts to be
given to children of prisoners.
Angel Tree ornaments will be
available by November 21st. Each child will have
two ornaments one for clothing an done for a toy or
something fun. Remember to limit each gift to $20$25 dollars. Please sign your name, email or phone
on the list provided. Please return your wrapped gift
by Sunday, December 12th.
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The United Methodist Women are busy working on
the Visit with Santa which will be December 11th.
We will be doing things a bit different this year, so
the cost will only be $2.00 per person. Santa is
excited about visiting with the children this year. He
would appreciate the children wearing masks to
protect their health. A grab and go breakfast will be
given to each child as they leave the visit.

Thought you might enjoy reading a letter we received
from Andrea who’s children received gifts last year
and will again this year.

All women are welcome to join our UMW group. We
meet the third Tuesday of the month at 4:00 p.m. If
you are interested in joining our
group please give me a call or
an email so I can welcome you.
Marianne Hahn 812-568-8337
or
marrianneph@yahoo.com
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Sunday, November 28th
5:30 p.m.
Pizza will be provided
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The Heart That Grew Three Sizes
We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas.
We just know he did. In this new Advent study,
Matt Rawle explores the faith themes in the
Christmas classic, How the Grinch Stole
Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart
grow three sizes come Christmas morning? How
did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it be that the
very thing we think we hate is the one thing that
changes our lives? This Advent and Christmas
season, look at a familiar classic through the lens of
faith and see how Christ speaks to us through our
culture.
Pastor Kenny will be leading this years Advent
Study starting on Sunday, November 28th. Weekly
materials will be available or you can order a book
by contacting the church office no later than
Thursday, November 11th to ensure delivery.
$12.99 per book

Simpson Church Charge Conference
Sunday, November 21st
3:00 p.m.
https://inumc.zoom.us/j/94983040141
If you are a part of the Administrative Team you are
encourage but not required to attend via Zoom.

Administrative Team Meeting
October 18, 2021

Present: Karen Owens, Jack Powers, Kim Reich, Susie Babb, Linda Cunningham, Tracy Neeley, Jean Hartman, Marianne Hahn, Anthony LeBarron, Jeff Thompson, Steve Peaugh, Maurice Hahn, Grant Hartman, and Kenny Armitage.
Karen Owens opened the meeting with prayer.
Minutes from September 2021 meeting. Motion by Anthony LeBarron to approve the minutes from September, second by Susie
Babb and it carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Received $13,882.00 Disbursements $18,364. This left a short fall of $5,000 for September
Financial Report – Overview of Giving Report
Endowment Report - $893,214.00 as of the end of September
Staff Parish – Meeting coming up in November.
Trustees – Nothing new
Pastor Kenny – COVID precautions, do we continue as we have with mask in sanctuary. October emphasis is the Soup Fundraiser.
November will be pledge campaign, December will be everything about Christmas. Celebration Sunday on November 21. Looking to
revamp the service survey.
Nominations – passed out leadership for 2022 presented from the nominating committee. Motion carried to accept.
Children Ministry – started Sunday school, 6 youth and 3 kids. Children’s sabbath will be on October 31, will include the kids in service. Children’s Christmas program Dec. 19th at 10 a.m. Need space to have it in.
Missions – Soup Fundraiser, please promote to family and neighbors. Orders due by 10/25 with payment. Pick up on 31 st at 10 a.m.
and noon. 32 oz. container $6. Still needing help for Trunk or Treat. Community Coffee Hour, need individuals to sign up to host.
Encourage individuals to stay after first service. Lindy is doing community meal for October, will have Mexican night. Would like to
do community meals for November and December, Lindy will take care of these months. Missions team November 8 th at 4:00 p.m.

Hospitality – Community Coffee Hour will be weekly starting at 10:00 a.m. Needing volunteers to host, passed around sign up to
get volunteers.
Fall Festival – will meet after all the bills are in and paid. Was a successful year.
Food Pantry – 50 families and 120 people for the month of September. The WSFP will be donating $5000 to the church for the use
of utilities.
Clothes Closet – getting lots of donations for the Christmas Boutique. Keep them coming.
UMW – Working on plans for Santa Breakfast, will have more information soon. Angel Tree, we have the supplies. We will be
getting the names soon. Will have tree up before Thanksgiving. Election of officer’s tomorrow meeting. Made Joy Jars last month,
Pastor starting up visitation the end of the month.
UMM – nothing really going on yet. Wants to better inform the congregation better.

Annual Conference Reps – Scheduled for early June at Anderson University
Weekday Christian Education – 470 lessons were mailed out.
Old Business
Need to get plans for Christmas Dinner Program
November we will be doing calendaring.
Next Administrative Team meeting will be November 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Kenny closed the meeting in prayer.

Each Sunday:
8:45 am Traditional Worship
10 am Sunday School
11 am Contemporary Worship

Sun

7
5:30 pm Babb Grp

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6 pm Trustee’s
Mtg

2
6:30 am Men’s
Study

3
6:30 pm Cunningham Small Group

4

5
Pastor’s Sabbath

6

8
4 pm Mission Mtg

9
6:30 am Men’s
Study

10
6:30 pm Cunningham Small Group

11

12
Pastor’s Sabbath

13

Veteran’s Day
14
5:30 pm Babb Grp

15
6 pm Finance
Team
7 pm AD Team

16
6:30 am Men’s
Study

17
6:30 pm Cunningham Small Group

18

19
Pastor’s Sabbath

20

21

22

23
6:30 am Men’s
Study
5:30—7 pm Community Meal

24
6:30 pm Cunningham Small Group

25

26
Pastor’s Sabbath

27

3:00 pm Charge
Conference
5:30 pm Babb Grp

Celebration
Sunday
28
5:30 pm Babb Grp
5:30 pm Hanging
of the Greens

1st Sunday of
Advent

29

30
6:30 am Men’s
Study

Office, WSFP &
Clothes Closet
Closed

2201 W. Illinois Street
Evansville, IN 47712
Return Service Requested
Phone: 812-423-7636
Fax: 812-422-9241
E-mail: admin@simpsonchurch.net
www.simpsonchurch.net
Mission Statement
Through the power of the holy Spirit
our mission is to SEEK OUT and WIN
people to Christ through our words
and actions, MAKE DECIPLES who are
learning and growing in the faith, and
EQUIP PERSONS TO SERVE Christ.
Win, Disciple, Serve

Pastor & Staff
Pastor
Rev. Kenny Armitage
Administrative Assistant
Kimbra Reich
Director of Community &
Family Ministries
Lindy Floyd
Director of Music
Jane Scarlett
Pianist, Organist
Teri Nolan
Custodian
Harold Cross
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Birthdays
11/1—Jocelyn Huffman
11/7—Toni Wallace
11/9—Ethan Hahn
11/9—Joy Scarlett
11/11—Jonathon Floyd
11/12—Penny Hahn
11/20—Larry Vadbunker
11/22—Jeff Thompson
11/25—Kris Byerly
11/26—Rudy Winderlich
11/29—Mary Lehmann
Anniversaries
11/21—Brittany & Billy Fitts

Traditional Service
8:45 a.m.
Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m.

If you do not see your birthday or anniversary listed, please call the church office at
423-7636 so we may correct our records.

