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Words from our Pastor 

What’s Happening in The United Methodist 

Church? (Part 3) 

In our last Messenger we looked at the Commis-

sion on a Way Forward’s three proposals con-

cerning the inclusion of LGBTQ persons in the 

life and ministry of The United Methodist 

Church. These proposals will be presented for 

action at a special February 2019 General Confer-

ence in St. Louis, called specifically to address 

this issue. In this third and final piece I will bring 

you up to date on recent activity and give you a 

view of what happens next.   

A bit of background – the United Methodist 

Church law book, the Discipline, contains the 

bedrock church constitution as well as volumi-

nous and often mundane rules about the conduct 

and operation of the denomination. The constitu-

tion is at the heart of our governance. The United 

Methodist Judicial Council, in turn, is much like 

the U.S. Supreme court in that it is charged with 

making final determination about the constitu-

tionality of a particular piece of church legisla-

tion.  

The Council of Bishops, hoping to avoid what 

happened at the 2012 General Conference when a 

major package of restructuring legislation was 

adopted and was then later ruled unconstitutional, 

requested a ruling from the Judicial Council on 

the constitutionality of the three Way Forward 

proposals prior to the upcoming General Confer-

ence session. Last week the Judicial Council 

ruled several items in the Traditionalist Plan and 

a few in the One Church Plan to be unconstitu-

tional. Changes to the two proposals to bring 

them into constitutional compliance are certain to 

be brought to the 2019 General Conference. The 

Judicial Council did not rule on the Connectional-

Conference Plan because it is already known to 

require multiple constitutional amendments to 

be implemented.  

The possible outcomes of the 2019 General 

Conference meeting are pretty much unpredict-

able. If the delegates elected from annual con-

ferences around the world approve the One 

Church or Traditionalist plan, implementation 

will begin by 2020. If they vote for the Connec-

tional-Conference plan a cycle of Annual Con-

ference votes on the required constitutional 

amendments will push implementation out to 

2025. But let’s be clear, the Conference dele-

gates are not constrained by these three pro-

posals – a completely different Way Forward 

could emerge. And, then again, they may be 

unable to reach agreement on any new plan, 

leaving us exactly where we are right now. 

So, what do we Simpsonites do in the midst of 

this uncertainty?  Good question. For me 1 

John 4:7-8 provides the answer – “Beloved, let 

us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God. Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love.”  

Let’s not get distracted from the Main Thing. 

And the Main Thing is love. Let’s love by lis-

tening, caring, praying, serving, feeding, teach-

ing, singing, learning, and in ways we haven’t 

even thought of yet. Let’s seek to love every-

one we encounter, not dwelling on the question 

of who’s in and who’s out, who’s right and 

who’s wrong. Let’s continue to seek to invite 

everybody into the sacred love that is God. 

Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

~Pastor Dennis 

November, 2018 
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CELEBRATION/THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

On Celebration/Thanksgiving Sunday, November 

18th,we will follow our normal schedule, 8:45 first 

service, followed by Sunday School at 10:00, and 

second service at 11:00. The 

community Thanksgiving  

meal will be at noon.  Every-

thing will be provided for the 

meal so all you have to do is 

show up hungry.  

 

SIMPSON SENIORS 

Every Thursday at noon a jovial (and sometimes 

rowdy) group of seniors gathers in the W.O.W. 

room for lunch, visiting, laughter, and fun.  After 

we have enjoyed our brown bag lunch (some of us 

even use Tupperware), we talk, laugh, play a game 

(usually Scrabble, but you can bring another one for 

us to try), laugh and talk some 

more, and generally have a 

good time. Come, stay as long 

as you want and enjoy! 

 

MARY RUTH CIRCLE 

The Mary Ruth Circle will have their annual World 

Thank Offering service on November 20 at  

10:00 a.m. in the Sunday School 

wing.  Please bring your offering and 

enjoy an uplifting experience. 

 

WEST SIDE NUT CLUB FALL FESTIVAL 

We have survived another Fall Festival. Many thanks 

to everyone who made time to help this year. 

We will be having the give back meeting on Thurs-

day December 13th at 6:30pm. We will split up 

$14,000 at this meeting. Please plan to attend to get 

your missions proceeds that will be given away. 

Thanks ~ Anthony LeBarron 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA  

The United Methodist Women will sponsor 

"Breakfast with Santa" on December 8 in the church 

fellowship hall from 

8:30am to 10:30am.  The 

menu will include pan-

cakes, sausage, juice & 

milk. Please join us for a 

tasty breakfast and enter-

taining time with Santa in-

cluding story time and photo opportunities. Tickets 

are now on sale, $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for children  

3-10 years old.  

 

MOUNTAIN MISSION TRUCK  

The mountain mission truck will be here on Tuesday, 

November 20th early in the morning.  If you have 

items to donate please be sure they are at the church 

on Monday, November 19th. 
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Shop Small Saturday 

Saturday November  24th 

8am-12pm 

The Hub on Franklin 

We would love to offer you table space to sell your 

handmade items and artwork during Shop Small 

Saturday! 

Email: thehubonfranklin@gmail.com or 

Call: 812-426-7636 to reserve a space! 

Spread the word!!! We can accommodate  

approximately 10 artists at The Hub on that Saturday! 

See Lindy Floyd for more details! 

 

 

 

 

Do you have an idea for programming at The Hub? 

Would you or your organization be interested in using 

space at The Hub? 

Share your ideas with us!  

Contact Lindy Floyd at thehubonfranklin@gmail.com  

or by calling 812-423-7636 

 

 

 

 

There was a parent meeting on October 7th.  The meet-

ing went very well discussing upcoming events and 

mission trip details. We are very excited with a couple 

new members joining youth group.  The youth group 

has enjoyed having younger members join our high 

school regulars.  We continue to meet Sundays at noon 

after second service and would love to see even more 

smiling faces.  Please feel free to contact Ashley Al-

lega with any questions! 

 

SETTING UP FOR EVENTS AT CHURCH OR THE HUB 

The activity level at church and The Hub has increased 

dramatically in the last few months. Often multiple 

events are taking place simultaneously in different 

spaces in the church or consecutively at The Hub.  

Please take into account your needed set up time and 

required facilities/equipment (A/V systems, kitchen, 

coffee service, tables and chairs, etc.) when reserving 

space.  Kim Reich has the calendar for the church and 

Lindy Floyd manages the Hub calendar. Thanks. 

 

Community Meal 

Tuesday Nov. 27 

5:30-7pm 

 

 

Page 3 
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NEWSLETTER CHANGES FOR 2019 

As the finance and administrative teams looks for 

ways to save money it has been decided to no long-

er mass mail the newsletter. In 2019 the newsletters 

will be available through the Simpson Church web-

site, we will email them, and also a few copies will 

be printed and can be picked up at the church. If 

you have any questions about this please feel free to 

contact the church office. 

 

A QUICK NOTE FROM YOUR FINANCE CHAIR 

Below is a quick view of where we are with the 

General Operating Fund as of the end of September. 

 
 

We are $7,491 negative for the year.  

Please carefully consider whether you can grow 

your support for your church’s missions in the 

months ahead through increasing your offerings. 

Thanks. 

-Anthony LeBarron 

 

 

Month Receipts Disbursements 

      

January $22,219 $19,340 

February $19,492 $19,722 

March $14,683 $19,987 

April $24,078 $16,488 

May $19,447 $23,120 

June $16,729 $17,437 

July $14,525 $18,886 

August $24,398 $22,122 

September $17,891 $23,801 

2018 ADVENT STUDY – BECAUSE OF BETHLEHEM 

Max Lucado writes: 

Let the sleigh bells ring. Let the car-

olers sing. The more mistletoe the 

merrier. The more trees the better.  

I love Christmas. I love it because 

somewhere someone will ask the 

Christmas questions: What’s the big 

deal about the baby in the manger? 

Who was he? What does his birth 

have to do with me? 

 

This year we will prepare once again for the mirac-

ulous birth in Bethlehem and explore answers to 

these questions by with a four week Bible Study 

based on Lucado’s book Because of Bethlehem: 

Love is Born; Hope is Here. 

We will offer sessions Sundays at 10:00 at church 

and at 7:00 at The Hub.  We will also have a mid-

week daytime session at The Hub – time and date to 

be determined. 

Because of Bethlehem is available on amazon.com 

and cokesbury.com in hardback and electronic edi-

tions for $10 – 11.  
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Sat. December 15th  5-9pm 

SPECIAL THANKS 

We would like to express our thanks to Barb Fosse  

for the new offering plates and beautiful altar can-

dles. 

 

WESTSIDE FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry is in need of the following items: 

     peanut butter 

     rice 

     pasta sauce 

     spaghetti noodles 

     plastic shopping bags 

Open to children preschool-5th Grade 

Dinner, Games, Movies, Crafts and more! 

Call: 812-423-7636 to reserve a space! 

********************************************
SIMPSON CHARGE CONFERENCE 

The Simpson Church Charge Conference will be 

on Thursday, November 29th at 6:30 p.m. Every-

one is invited and encourage to attend. 



Each Sunday: 

8:45 am Traditional Worship  

               Service 

10 am Sunday School 

11 am Contemporary Worship Service 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

12 pm Senior Lunch 

& Games 

2 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
3 

4 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

7 pm Wesley Grp @ 

Hub 

5 

6 pm Trustee’s Meet-

ing 

6 

6:30 am Men’s Study 

6:30 pm Nominating 

Committee Meeting 

7 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Small Group 

8 

12 pm Senior Lunch 

& Games 

9 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
10 

11 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

7 pm Wesley Grp @ 

Hub 

12 

6 pm Finance Team 

7 pm AD Team 

13 

6:30 am Men’s Study 

14 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Small Group 

15 

9 am WSFP Board 

Meeting 

12 pm Senior Lunch 

& Games 

16 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
17 

18 

12 pm Celebration 

Dinner 

5 pm UCS Meal 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

7 pm Wesley Grp @ 

Hub 

19 20 

6:30 am Men’s Study 

10 am Mary Ruth 

Circle 

6:30 pm Laura-

Martha Circle 

21 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Small Group 

22 

 

 

 

23 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

Office, WSFP & 

Clothes Closet 

Closed 

24 

25 

10 am UMW Brd 

Mtg 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

7 pm Wesley Grp @ 

Hub 

26 

9:00 am Crafty Mis-

sions 

27 

6:30 am Men’s Study 

5:30 pm Community 

Meal 

28 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Small Group 

29 

12 pm Senior Lunch 

& Games 

6:30 pm Simpson 

Charge Conference 

30 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
 



 

 

 

Anniversaries 

11/2—Dan & Lisa Libbert 

11/21—Brittany & Billy Fitts 

 

 

If you do not see your birthday or 

anniversary listed, please call the 

church  office at 423-7636 so we may 

correct our records. 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

11/1—Jocelyn Huffman 

11/5—Delores Herrel 

11/7—Toni Wallace 

11/9—Ethan Hahn 

11/9—Joy Scarlett 

11/11—Jonathon Floyd 

11/12—Penny Hahn 

11/14—David Isley 

11/5—Taylor Jacinto 

11/16—Robyn Musgrave 

11/17—Janice Couts 

11/20—Larry Vadbunker 

11/22—Jeff Thompson 

11/25—Kris Herrin 

11/26—Rudy Winderlich  

11/26—Virginia Smith 

11/29—Mary Lehmann  

11/29—Joseph Schlumpf 

11/30—Brandon Whitfield  

11/30—Shelia Bogard 
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Pastor & Staff 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Dennis C. Adams 

Director of Music 

Mark Wallace 

Pianist, Organist 

Teri Nolan 

Youth Minister 

Ashley Allega 

Administrative Assistant 

Kim Reich 

Custodian 

Harold Cross 

Nursery Coordinator 

Courtney Schoenbachler 

 

 

Sunday School  

10:00 a.m. 

Traditional Service  

8:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Service 

11:00 a.m. 

Mission Statement 

Through the power of the holy Spirit 

our mission is to SEEK OUT and WIN 

people to Christ through our words 

and actions, MAKE DECIPLES who are 

learning and growing in the faith, and 

EQUIP PERSONS TO SERVE Christ. 

Win, Disciple, Serve 


