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Words from our Pastor 

I spent most of last weekend behind bars at 

Branchville Correctional Facility with Bud-

dy Higgins and Jon Nuffer. We were part of 

a team of 48 Kairos Prison Ministry volun-

teers working with 42 offenders in the medi-

um security facility. The team had begun 

preparations for the weekend in February, 

with weekly 4 hour formations and much 

prayer. And lots of cookies – some 30,000 to 

be precise. As part of the outpouring of 

agape love every inmate and worker at 

Branchville received at least a half dozen 

home-baked chocolate chip cookies. The of-

fenders participating in the program experi-

enced a never emptying bowl of cookies at 

the center of every table.  

The offenders ranged from early 20’s to 60. 

They were white, black, Hispanic, and anglo. 

They had a variety of gang affiliations. Some 

were well along in seeking to know Christ, 

others were at the very beginning. From 

Thursday evening to Sunday afternoon we 

saw this diverse and sometimes conflicted 

group come together as children of God and 

as brothers, striving to understand and accept 

the promise of new life in Christ. Grappling 

with the power of a forgiving God.  

Many of us also struggle with God’s for-

giveness.  John Wesley, founder of our 

Methodist movement, certainly did. He was 

an ordained Anglican priest when he finally 

“got it” while listening to Luther’s preface to 

Romans. Wesley wrote, "While he was de-

scribing the change which God works in the 

heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 

strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, 

Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance 

was given me that He had taken away my 

sins, even mine, and saved me from the law 

of sin and death." 

I think many of us also struggle to accept 

God’s forgiveness. Sunday morning, one of 

the Kairos team members told a story about 

God’s forgiveness. I don’t know who wrote 

it originally; it’s been around for some time.  

I’d like to share it with all of you. 

It seems there was a farmer whose 

hobby was to raise prize-winning Ban-

tam roosters, known across the country 

as "Banty Roosters".  He had this one 

particular rooster who had won blue 

ribbons and first prizes at livestock 

shows, county fairs, and even the State 

Fair.  The farmer also had a very good 

son of whom he was very proud and 

loved very much. 

On his son's 16th birthday, the farmer 

gave him a new red convertible sports 

car.  The son was totally overwhelmed 

with his gift.  He begged his dad to let 

him drive it into town to impress his 

friends.  His father agreed.  It was one 

of those small towns with just a court-

house square. 

He gave all his friends a ride and any-

one else who asked.  He and his car 

were the envy of all.  All too soon, the 

sun was setting and it would soon be 

dark.  He said goodbye to his friends 

and headed down the dirt road for 

home.  He knew he was going to be  
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late, so he began driving faster than usual. 

Too quickly, he found himself at the front 

gate.  He applied the brakes and slid into the 

front yard striking his dad's prize Banty roost-

er.  He had rooster and feathers all over the 

front grill of his new car.  He looked up and he 

saw his father quietly rocking on the front 

porch.  His father had seen the whole event. 

The son was brokenhearted, that in his reck-

lessness, he had killed his father's rooster.  He 

pulled the rooster from the front of the car, 

carried it carefully up to the front porch where 

his dad was sitting.  With tears in his eyes, he 

begged for his father's forgiveness.  His father 

spoke softly, told the boy he was disappointed, 

but he forgave him.  He gently told his son, 

“Go bury the rooster."  The son got a shovel 

and buried the rooster under the shade tree in 

the front yard. 

Three days later, driving home from school, 

he began to think about what he had 

done.  When he got home, he got the shovel 

and dug up the rooster.  Shaking off the dirt 

and bugs, he carried the rooster to the barn 

where his dad was working.  He held up the 

rotting bird, and again in great pain, he asked 

his father to forgive him.  The father, with 

great patience, told the boy, "Son, I forgave 

you.  Go bury the rooster." 

Saturday, coming home from shopping in 

town, he again began to think what he had 

done.  He thought about tomorrow being Sun-

day and going to church.  When he arrived 

home, he went to the shed, got the shovel and 

headed for the shade tree… 

By now all of you are probably saying to yourselves, 

if that boy digs up that rooster again, he's got to be 

the dumbest kid in the world.  But, how many times 

have we "dug up our roosters"?  Maybe we’re still 

doing it. 

 

Friends, like the father in the story God forgives 

you for your past sins. There’s no need to keep dig-

ging them up. Accept God’s forgiveness and move 

forward in new life in Christ. Amen.  

Pastor Dennis 

 

Mary Ruth Circle 

The Mary Ruth Circle will meet at 10:00 a.m. on 

Tuesday, May 15.  Our program will be a repre-

sentative from "Voices."  This promises to be very 

interesting and informative.  You won't want to 

miss it.  Further infor-

mation on donations will 

appear in the bulletin at 

a later date.  See you 

there! 

 

FALL FESTIVAL NEWS 

Had the kick off meeting on April 24th. We have set 

the dates for brain days, they are as follows: 

Saturday August 18 and Saturday September 29th. 

Some of you may be asking your self this is only 2 

dates? We are going to produce less brains this 

year.  

Starting in late August We will have an online place 

to sign up to work the booth or to work at church in 

addition to the board in the annex. We will also be 

taking soft drink donations in August and Septem-

ber. ~Anthony 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesdays at 7am at The Hub on Franklin 

All men are invited to join us! 
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Do you have 5 star culinary skills? 

Can you prepare a simple meal? 

Can you boil water? 

Do you know how to set the table? 

Can you wash dishes? 

Do you eat dinner? 

Can you say hello and shake someone’s hand? 

If you can do any of the items mentioned above then 

volunteering for The Community Meal is for you! 

Sign up in the annex or by contacting Lindy Floyd  

via email at lindymfloyd@gmail.com or by  

phone at 812-423-7636 

 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity of Evansville 

Smoked Meat Sale 

May 24-25, 2018 

Old North UMC 
4201 Stringtown Road 

Proceeds will go to the Habitat for Humanity of Evans-

ville Methodist Build 

Order Forms are available in the church annex 

Pick up dates times are: 

Thursday, May 24, 4:30—6:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 25, 4:30—6:30 p.m. 

Pork Butt $35, 10 lb average pre-cooked 

Half Pork Loin $20.00 3.2 lb. pre-cooked, 90% lean 

Full Pork Loin $35.00 6.4 lb. pre-cooked, 90% lean 

Half Chicken $8.00 

Ribs $20.00 full slab 

 

Women’s & Children 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 5th 
10 am—12 pm 

at 
Simpson United Methodist Church 

Join us for: 
Brunch & Style Show  

& Silent Auction 

Adults $5    Children Free 

Questions or to purchase tickets 
call 812423-7636 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HUB ON FRANKLIN  

Do you have a connection with a group or  organi-

zation that may have interest in using space at The 

Hub on Franklin??? 

The Link (Community Room) can accommodate 

50 people and will be perfect for all types of 

events, classes, seminars ect. For those with a need 

for a smaller space we also have The Meeting 

room that will  hold up to 8 people. 

Contact us by email or phone at: 

thehubonfranklin@gmail.com   

812-402-0233 
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Plot at St. Anthonys 

Plant a Wildflower Sanctuary 

at Your Home 

Convert part of your yard into a Wildflower Sanctu-

ary. These sanctuaries are small plots of indigenous 

wildflowers that provide some habitat for birds, pol-

linators, and small wildlife. 

Planting a wildflower plot is simple to do, requires 

little maintenance and Tri-State Creation Care will 

provide the seed and a class on how to do it. Sign 

up by emailing tristate.creation.care@gmail.com 

Tri-State CC will also reward you with an official 

Sanctuary sign for your plot. 

Class times and locations: 

   Thursday, May 3rd 

   6:30 pm at Downtown Central Library,  

         Browning Rm A 

   Tuesday, May 8th 

   6:30 pm at The Hub on Franklin 

        2025 W. Franklin St. 

Questions, comments, or to sign up please email: 

tristate.creation.care@gmail.com 
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VIDEO PRODUCTION 

If you have any internet connection and You Tube 

you can see traditional church service every Sunday 

morning. This is available on You Tube within 1 hour 

after church service has ended. If you are having trou-

ble and would like help finding it or setting it up, 

please call Anthony LeBarron @ 812-483-9323 and 

he will help you find it or help get it set up. 

You can visit the new church website. Search Simp-

sonchurch.net and click on the You Tube link to be 

able to see the church service. While you are there 

look around the website there is lots of great infor-

mation there. If there is something missing, please let 

Kim or Lindy know so that it can get added. 

 

WEEKDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Thank you Simpson Church 

family!  You purchased 292 

geranium plants this year!  So 

excited for your help in funding 

our Weekday students who are 

learning to know Jesus and feel 

HIS love for each of them.  I 

am so grateful for each of you and predict Evansville 

will be pretty as these plants share their beauty! 

Over 5,500 geraniums were purchased citywide this 

year!  The most ever sold to support the Weekday 

Christian outreach for 3rd and 4th graders in all 

EVSC schools! 

We continue to ask for your prayers in support of the 

students and staff.  Our program has ended for this 

school year, but helping our new graduates prayfully 

in their new faith is important!  Each graduate has a 

new Bible to give them help in learning more of 

God’s way for them.  Over 400 Bibles were give out 

to these new graduates!  Thank you again for your 

help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks everyone for the success of our Clothes 

Closet. We are doing a fantastic job serving our 

community.  We are still in need of men's jeans 

and t-shirts.  We did receive a large donation of 

useful clothes from Hangers and the St. James 

West rummage sale recently.  Thank you all who 

donated and help in the closet 

 

HOSPITALITY 

We are having a special coffee bar on May 13th 

for Mother’s Day. Thank you for volunteering to 

celebrate the day. Will be enjoyed by all with Do-

nut Bank and special snacks 

~Hospitality Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Henderson County Detention Center 

2018 Golf Scramble 

Monday, June 25th 

7:30 a.m. Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. Shot gun Start 

Breckinridge Golf Course 

Morganfield, KY 

Info: 270-827-3294 

Kenny.noblett@goodnewsjail.org 

 



 

Simpson Church Messenger Page 8 

Simpson Youth News 

 

May 12th, 2018 8AM-1PM 

Our annual youth rummage sale will be held in Simp-

son UMC Fellowship Hall. All proceeds go toward 

future youth group mission trips.  

For any questions please contact  

Ashley Allega: (812)228-9772. 

 

 

EARTH DAY NEIGHBORHOOD GIVEBACK 

 

 

The youth group hosted an Earth Day Event in which 

the youth group along with adult and children volun-

teers went to The West Side Nut Club Park (Future 

Stoplight Park) and 11th Avenue Park and cleaned up 

litter. Along the way, the group embarked on a photo 

scavenger hunt. To view all pictures please visit Simp-

son’s website.  Overall, we had 13 kids and adults par-

ticipate. 

 

UE offering Open Table for 

High School Students -  

   July 15-22 

 

Registration is OPEN for UE’s Open Table sum-

mer youth theology institute!! 

The Office of Religious Life at the University of 

Evansville is hosting Open Table again this year, 

which is a United Methodist weeklong immersion 

experience for rising high school sophomores, jun-

iors, and seniors, July 15 – 22, 2018. Here is a link 

to a video, which might help interpret how Open 

Table can transform lives: https://youtu.be/

QAYyLLGett8 Students will stay in the residence 

halls on campus, take field trips, participate in theol-

ogy classes, worship, and dialogue with their peers 

in small groups. Time and space will be given to 

thinking and talking about the dramatic story of the 

Christian tradition, how Christians relate to the other 

Abrahamic traditions, and how God calls us into the 

world to make a difference in the lives of others. For 

more information, and to apply for Open Table, go 

to: www.evansville.edu/opentable/. Open Table is 

made possible in part by a generous grant from the 

Lilly Endowment. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAYyLLGett8&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/QAYyLLGett8
https://youtu.be/QAYyLLGett8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001alWEtH1kAXUaAWiJuAJMGB3TUUORzA6AUL2dOUDQOORuwUx4dMC7vRNZJlJShXdD8xE8ZPQahZjJhbdPfq-BsCoQdsQSLu315yOpA5QbtZr4pg_80xNVeFfZtQ7CdJkiAllWmsIWDKqVEzbEwDTXOHkI7VRHMTVSod7lHPqFdf2kEz50waAKq-l7Qt144Hxl&c=de3CWz9qSGGfdFe193Cegq8gyuJHRsqb0
https://www.evansville.edu/opentable/


 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

7 am Men’s Study 

6 pm Trustee’s Meet-

ing 

2 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Grp 

3 

12 pm Senior Games 

& Lunch 

4 5 
10 am Spring Fling 

6 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

8:30 pm Yg Adult 

Grp 

7 8 

7 am Men’s Study 
9 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Grp 

10 

12 pm Senior Games 

& Lunch 

11 12 

8 am Spring Rum-

mage Sale 

13 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

8:30 pm Yg Adult 

Grp 

14 15 

7 am Men’s Study 

10 am Mary Ruth 

12—8 pm DCOM 

6 pm Laura Martha 

16 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Grp 

17 

12 pm Senior Games 

& Lunch 

18 19 

20 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

8:30 pm Yg Adult 

Grp 

21 
6 pm Fin Team 

7 pm AD Team 

22 

7 am Men’s Study 
23 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Grp 

24 

12 pm Senior Games 

& Lunch 

25 26 

27 

12 pm Youth Grp 

6 pm Babb Grp 

6 pm Lankford Grp 

8:30 pm Yg Adult 

Grp 

28 

Memorial Day 

29 

7 am Men’s Study 
30 

6:30 pm Musgrave 

Grp 

31 

12 pm Senior Games 

& Lunch 

  

Each Sunday: 

8:45 am Traditional Worship Service 

10 am Sunday School 

11 am Contemporary Worship Service 
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Pastor & Staff 

Pastor 

Rev. Dennis C. Adams 

Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Kimbra Reich 

Director of Community & 

Family Ministries 

Mrs. Lindy Floyd 

Director of Music 

Mr. Mark Wallace 

Pianist, Organist 

Mrs. Teri Nolan 

Custodian 

Mr. Harold Cross 

Nursery 

Ms. Courtney Schoenbachler 

Youth Director 

Mrs. Ashley Allega 

 

Sunday School  

10:00 a.m. 

Traditional Service  

8:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Service 

11:00 a.m. 

Mission Statement 

Through the power of the holy Spirit 

our mission is to SEEK OUT and WIN 

people to Christ through our words 

and actions, MAKE DECIPLES who are 

learning and growing in the faith, and 

EQUIP PERSONS TO SERVE Christ. 

Win, Disciple, Serve 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 
5/1—Karen Skinner 

5/5—Don Owens 

5/7—Tony Jourdan  

5/8—Dennis Wathen 

5/12—Marilyn Lankford 

5/14—Ava Higgins Conklin 

5/15—Lindsey Kelley 

5/16—Susan Ranes 

5/17—Jim Boyd 

5/19—Sharon Deer & Emily Peaugh 

5/21—Jared Patrick 

5/22—Kaleigh Wallace 

5/25—Eli Conklin 

5/28—Martha Schmitz 

5/30—Alexis Schlumpf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

5/25—Jerry & Linda Cunningham 

5/26—Steve & Marilyn Lankford 

5/29—Steve & Kathy Peaugh 

5/30—Marc & Debbie Whitfield 

 

 

If you do not see your birthday or an-

niversary listed, please call the church  

office at 423-7636 so we may correct 

our records. 


