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United Methodist Church
Words from our Pastor

In John’s Easter story. Mary Magdalene
goes to Jesus’ tomb early in the morning only to find the stone sealing his grave has
been rolled away. Jesus is gone. She is upset, and assumes someone has stolen Jesus’
body – just one more humiliating indignity.
She is so caught up in her grief that when
Jesus appears behind her and asks, “Why are

And Jesus is right here. The message of
Easter, of the empty tomb, of the risen Christ
is a message of hope. A message that human
evil, greed, and violence will ultimately be
defeated by God’s resurrection love. It is the
assurance that death does not win and the
promise that we can live life fully in God’s
grace today and forever. It is a reminder that
Jesus is right here with us today and will be
“with [us] always until the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:20b NIV)

you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”

As he called Mary so long ago, Jesus calls

she doesn’t recognize him and supposes

our names today. He calls us to tend his

“him to be the gardener.” It isn’t until he

sheep, to love one another, to feed the hun-

calls her name – Mary! – that she recognizes

gry and clothe the naked, to spread the Good

her Lord.

News of God’s saving grace and mercy. To

There’s a great cartoon by the Australian
cartoonist Tim Whyatt – you’ve probably
seen it floating around in cyberspace. Two
Bible toting young men in white shirts and
neckties ask a woman answering her front

serve him in love. The old hymn, “He Lives”
puts it this way –
I serve a risen Saviour, he's in the world today
I know that he is living, whatever men may say
I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer
And just the time I need him he's always near.

door, “Have you found Jesus?” Looking

Friends, Jesus Christ is risen. He is Risen

closely at the drawing we see a pair of san-

Indeed!

daled feet poking out beneath the woman’s
drapes. Jesus is right there! Check out the
cartoon at http://whyatt.com.au/cartoons/.

Wishing you and yours a joyous Easter,
Pastor Dennis

Messenger

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the
Lord!”
(John 20:18 NIV)
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Service Projects
The United Methodist Women Collect:
Boxtops for Education, which are found on General
Mills products. They will be given to area elementary schools.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Mary Ruth Circle meets the third Tuesday of each
month at 10:00 a.m. at Simpson.
The Laura Martha Circle meets the third Tuesday of
each month at 6:00 p.m. at Simpson.
UMW Executive Board meets the fourth Sunday of
each month at 10:00 a.m. in the library.

Pull tabs off of cans for the Ronald McDonald
House
Empty pill bottles with the labels removed.
2018 Officers
President: Ravonda Murphy
Vice President: Charlene Brawner

Crafty Missions meets the fourth Monday of each
month at 9:00 a.m. in the library at Simpson. Crafty
missions work on different projects for the church
and missions.

Secretary: Janet Scott

We invite all women of our church to join a circle
and participate in UMW activities for the church and
local, national and global missions.

Laura Circle Leader: Glenna Fowler

Purpose

April 21: Spring Gathering – Methodist Temple

The organized unit of United Methodist Women
shall be a community of women whose purpose is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

April 29: UMW Sunday

Emblem

December 6: Breakfast with Santa 8:30 a.m. in the
fellowship hall

The official emblem for the United Methodist Women, as well as for the United Methodist Church,
combines the cross and a flame. The cross and
flame are ancient symbols of Christ and Pentecost.
The shape of the emblem is fluid and free flowing,
suggesting change and mobility. “..I now remind
you to stir into flame the gift of God which is within
you.” (II Timothy 1:6a NEB)

Treasurer: Karen Owens
Mary Ruth Circle Leader: Carol Siesky

Dates to Remember:

May 5: Spring Fling 10:00 a.m.
August 18: Fall Gathering – Vincennes Community UM
August 21: UMW Salad Supper 6:00 p.m. in the
fellowship hall

Mary Ruth Circle
The Mary Ruth Circle will meet at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, April 17 in the meeting room at the end
of the Sunday School wing. Our special guest
speaker will be Tim Johns, founder of the Brain Injury Adventure Camp in Robards, Ky. Tim founded this camp after his son T.K. Johns was injured in
a snowboarding accident in 2005. Tim will tell of
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his motivation to establish the camp and how it
has expanded over the years.
Everyone is invited to join us to hear Tim's moving story of helping injured individuals and
providing a place for all sorts of groups to have
meetings and retreats. Please bring paper products
as a donation for the Brain Injury Adventure
Camp.

Simpson Church UMW invites
all women and children

The UMW has gifted many prayer shawls over the
years. We would like to share a little information about
the shawls. Also if you are interested in making a prayer shawl for the UMW please see Charlene Brawner for
the pattern.
“Shawls….made for centuries, universal and embracing,
symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving God.
They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother,
hug, shelter and beautify. Those who have received
these shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to fly above their troubles….”
-written in 1998 by Janet Bristow
Prayers

Fashion Show
& Luncheon
Simpson Church Fellowship Hall
$5.00 Adults/Children free
(Tickets can be purchased from Marianne
Hahn or any UMW member)

Bless this warm fabric, lay the depth of its meaning.
Healing and love is what it is bringing. The love of
strangers, family and friends, nourish my body and
urge it to mend.
This shawl was crafted with prayers for your healing—
Body, Mind and Spirit. As you wear this shawl may you
feel the warm embrace of our heavenly Father.
There is a lot of Blessing in this shawl that was made
for you. It started and ends with a prayer, and gifted
with Blessings anew, from the Lord and me and delivered to you.
May God’s grace be upon this shawl...warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing. May you who receives this shawl be cradled in hope, kept in joy, graced
with peace, and wrapped in love.
Simpson United Methodist Church
Prayer Shawl Ministry
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you members! Their prayers are powerful as I
asked them to pray for “No rain on Monday” this
last week and the Lord answered their prayers!
Mondays this last school year have been challenged!! This has been my day to work with 23
3rd graders and 10 4th graders at Cynthia Heights
each Monday.

Simpson Church is going to have a game night on
April 14th from 5 to 8 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. This event is open to anyone in the community so we hope you can bring your friends. There
will be games for young children to play and adults
too. Feel free to bring your own game to
share. Hot Dog Bar will be served for dinner and
an Ice Cream Sundae Bar will be served for dessert. Please bring a side item, drink or snack food
with you that can be shared with everyone for dinner. Come for a night of fun and fellowship. If you
have any questions call Courtney Schoenbachler at
812.550.0824.
WEEKDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Our Weekday Christian
Education school year will
end April 2-the day after
Easter!! This is the week
we give new Bibles to all
our 4th graders! Over 400
Hands on Bibles will be
given out and this might
mean that more Evansville community families will
experience a copy to be shared in the family circle!!
Simpson has been a long time supporter of this program for 3rd and 4th graders ($1,000.00 from Fall
Festival this last year ) and I’m so proud to say this
is my church family that cares about planting faith
seeds in young students right here in Evansville, IN.
Our 1:22 Sunday school class recently gifted the
program with a $200.00 check-thank you, thank

Please keep praying for our Weekday students as
they try to follow Christ as his disciples! Thank
for your prayers and support!!
FALL FESTIVAL
We are going to kick off the years fall festival
with a meeting on April 24th at 6pm in the WOW
room. This meeting is open to anyone and everyone that has an interest in what is going on with
the booth. Please plan on attending. ~Anthony
LeBarron

THE LINK
How exciting is it to realize The Hub on Franklin
is nearing completion and we will very soon be
operational? While construction continues on the
front portion most major renovations have been
completed in the back room of The Hub called
The Link. Do you or someone you know belong to
a group, club, not for profit that may be interested
in using the space in The Link? Currently we can
accommodate 50 people in The Link for a variety
of functions. Using The Link offers you and/or
your organization a wonderful community location and soon gourmet coffee. With a quick call
to the church, we can check availability for your
function and get you the proper paperwork to fill
out for reserving The Link. A small rental fee, a
quick reservation form and you will be on your
way to using a great new community space in the
heart of Franklin St. Pass the word along to those
you know!
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Please sign up for a contribution to the Easter meal.
Everyone is invited to attend the brunch at 10:00—
10:30 a.m. to enjoy a special meal together and celebrate the reason for the season. ~Hospitality Team

Have you spent any time lately
trying to figure out how you can serve?
Is it time for you to move in a different
direction?
Are you willing to try something new
and different?
Is God calling you?
Simpson currently has many opportunities available for volunteering! Get engaged in a mission today! We are always looking for individuals to lead
or help with:

Sunday April 1st at 10:30am
1400 Eggs filled with
candy, money and prizes!
Ages Infant - 5th Grade
Attend a service of your choice On Easter
Sunday:
Traditional at 8:45am
Contemporary at 11am.
We had a very successful first
two months of 2018 and looking
for more success in the Spring.
Spring and summer clothes accepted and more jeans are always welcome. Please
don’t bring winter clothes until at least August because space is limited and tubs are full.
Thanks everyone for your contributions to make our
clothes closet a success for our neighbors.
~Linda & Lindy

Sunday School, Children’s Church, Nursery
Attendant, Community Clothes Closet, Community Meal, United Caring Shelter Meal,
Youth, Hospitality and many more! Call the
church at 812-423-7636 or email Lindy Floyd at
lindymfloyd@gmail.com

Would you please help us fill
the BIG GLASS JAR with
flip tops from pop cans. It
sits on one of the tables in
the Annex! These will be
given to the Ronald McDonald house that serves family
members who have patients in the hospital for extended stays.
In the basement below the steps is a container to
help RECYCE the cans. Thank you for helping
others in this way. United Methodist Women are
encouraging this project!
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Simpson Youth News
Easter Egg Extravaganza
May 12th, 2018 8AM-1PM

March 31st, 2018
2-4PM

Our annual youth rummage sale will be held in Simpson
UMC Fellowship Hall. All proceeds go toward future
youth group mission trips. We will begin taking donations the week of April 9th. Please take all donations
to Simpson’s youth group room. For any questions
please contact Ashley Allega: (812)228-9772

The Hub
The youth group will again be hosting an
Easter Egg Extravaganza located at The
Hub! There will be Easter themed crafts,
games and we will dye eggs! Kids of all
ages welcome!
Earth Day Neighborhood Giveback

April 22nd 12:30-2:30
Our Earth has given a lot to us, and it’s time
we give back. Join us shortly after second
service for an Earth Day Clean Up Scavenger Hunt. This will be a great time to give
back to our church neighborhood and spend
time together as a congregation in service of
our Lord. We hope to see everyone there!

As most of you know we have been working on expanding our boys program for quite some time and we are finally almost ready to open the doors to the new home!
The date is set and we want YOU to be apart of this special day for UMYH. The Grand Opening Celebration for
the Holder Home for Boys will be on Sunday, April 15th
at 2pm. If the weather hinders our plans we will postpone
the event to the following Sunday, April 22nd at 2pm.
We will have Tom Heaton, Associate Director of Mission
and Justice Ministries will be helping us pray over the
home on this day. We will also have a former residents
mother speak about what UMYH means to her, as well as,
light refreshments and of course a tour of the home and
campus.
We would love for you to be apart of this day! If you have
any questions regarding the event or volunteer opportunities please contact Travis Johnson at 812-479-7535 or
tjohnson@umyh.com.
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GIVE YE THEM TO EAT
The “More Than a Bandage” Community & Family
Health program for GYTTE trained 20 village women
recently. All are now back in their villages practicing
their new learned skills. Over an 18 month period the
women will return to the Tree of Life Center for the
last two weeks.

UE offering Open Table for
High School Students July 15-22

Listed are the health areas they learned in the first session. Women return home with the necessary materials to carry out being the village health worker.
Each keeps record of what helped they were able to
give their village families. A report of their work is
turn into GYTTE.
Please pray for these committed women as they bring
better health to their village families. The last 2 classes will be featured in a later Messenger.
First Course


Basic Sanitation



Personal Hygiene



Dental Hygiene



Disinfecting Fruits and Vegetables



Family Nutrition



Infant Nutrition



Immunizations



Fever



Oral Rehydration



Dry Composting Latrine

Registration is OPEN for UE’s Open Table summer youth theology institute!!
The Office of Religious Life at the University of Evansville is hosting Open Table again this year, which
is a United Methodist weeklong immersion experience
for rising high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors, July 15 – 22, 2018. Here is a link to a video,
which might help interpret how Open Table can transform lives: https://youtu.be/QAYyLLGett8 Students
will stay in the residence halls on campus, take field
trips, participate in theology classes, worship, and dialogue with their peers in small groups. Time and space
will be given to thinking and talking about the dramatic story of the Christian tradition, how Christians
relate to the other Abrahamic traditions, and how God
calls us into the world to make a difference in the lives
of others. For more information, and to apply for
Open Table, go to: www.evansville.edu/
opentable/. Open Table is made possible in part by a
generous grant from the Lilly Endowment.
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A Big Thank You to the members and friends of
Simpson Church. Thanks for the prayers, visits, contributions to the West Side Food Pantry and all your
concerns. A special thank you to Pastor Dennis for
capturing our mothers personality at her service.
Sharon Crayner & family

PATCHWORK CENTRAL’S
PANCAKE EXTRAVANGANZA
Featuring our Art & Company
Spring Art Sale
April 21, 2017
7:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
100 Washington Ave.
812-424-2735
Breakfast is $7 for adults, $4 for children and includes sausage, fried apples, juice, coffee & all
you can eat pancakes.

Spring Planting Time at Simpson
It hasn’t felt like spring, but it is that time to begin
thinking about what you might plant in this year’s garden. That is what we have been doing here at Simpson
as well. Coming in April we will be starting a new
church wide study called The Wesley Challenge. This
3-week course is a meant to reintroduce Methodists to
their small group roots. This is NOT a bible study, but
is a way to deepen your relationship with God and
other people. We hope at the end of this short course
everyone at Simpson will consider participating in a
small group on a regular basis. These new Wesley
Groups, which will be offered at various times and
locations during the week, will operate a lot like a
spiritual support groups. A non-judgmental place
where you can connect with other Christians for the
challenges we face every day. Look for the sign-up
sheets in the annex and start praying for this new opportunity here at Simpson.

Volunteers are needed
to prepare & serve the
Community Meals
for the remainder of the year!
Contact Lindy Floyd
to volunteer!
lindymfloyd@gmail.com
Or 812-423-7636

Each Sunday:
8:45 am Traditional Worship Service
10 am Sunday School
11 am Contemporary Worship Service

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

6 am Men’s Study

10 am Easter Brunch
10:30 am Easter Egg
Hunt

6 pm Trustee’s
Meeting

6:30 pm Musgrave
Grp

12:00 pm Senior
Lunch & Games

11

12

Pastor’s Sabbath

Easter Sunday

8

9

12 pm Youth Grp
6 pm Babb Grp
6 pm Lankford Grp
8:30 pm Yg Adult
Grp

15

6 am Men’s Study

16

12 pm Youth Grp
5 pm UCS Meal
6 pm Babb Grp
6 pm Lankford Grp
8:30 pm Yg Adult
Grp

22
10 am UMW Ex. Board
Meeting

12 pm Youth Grp
Earth Day Service
Project Youth
6 pm Babb Grp
6 pm Lankford Grp
8:30 pm Yg Adult

29
11 am One Service
UMW Sunday
12 pm Youth Grp
6 pm Babb Grp
6 pm Lankford Grp
8:30 pm Yg Adult
Grp

10

23
9 am Crafty Missions

30

17

6:30 pm Musgrave
Grp

12:00 pm Senior
Lunch & Games

18

19

6 am Men’s Study
10 am Mary Ruth
6 pm Laura Martha

6:30 pm Musgrave
Grp

12:00 pm Senior
Lunch & Games

24

25

26

6 am Men’s Study
5:30 pm Community
Meal
6 pm Fall Festival
Kick Off Meeting

6:30 pm Musgrave
Grp

12:00 pm Senior
Lunch & Games

13
Pastor’s Sabbath

20

14
5—8 pm Game
Night

21

Pastor’s Sabbath

27
Pastor’s Sabbath

28
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Mission Statement
Through the power of the holy Spirit
our mission is to SEEK OUT and WIN
people to Christ through our words
and actions, MAKE DECIPLES who are
learning and growing in the faith, and
EQUIP PERSONS TO SERVE Christ.
Win, Disciple, Serve

Pastor & Staff
Pastor
Rev. Dennis C. Adams
Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Kimbra Reich
Director of Community &
Family Ministries
Mrs. Lindy Floyd
Director of Music
Mr. Mark Wallace
Pianist, Organist
Mrs. Teri Nolan
Custodian
Mr. Harold Cross
Nursery
Ms. Courtney Schoenbachler
Youth Director
Mrs. Ashley Allega
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Traditional Service
8:45 a.m.
Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m.

2nd—Donna Winderlich
3rd—Stephen Schoenbachler
3rd—Marc Whitfield
4th—Ashley Whitfield
5th—Stephanie Powers
7th—Sallie Boyer
10th—Megan Wathen
14th—Maurice Hahn
17th—Harold Cross
22nd—Jocelyn Engelhardt
25th—Mike Vance
27th—Grace Kelley

2nd—Earl & Marjorie Reisinger
9th—Edward & Heather Ruiz
12th—Jon & Christy Nuffer
21st—Stephen & Susan Schoenbachler
21st—Mike & Bonnie Vance
26th—Jack & Stephanie Powers

If you do not see your birthday or anniversary listed, please call the church office
at 423-7636 so we may correct our rec-

