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To Follow or Not to Follow 
I was just thinking… 
We are all individuals made in the likeness and image of God. We all have 
uniqueness in personality. We have our own specific fingerprints, voice 
patterns, retina patterns and DNA. God created you, and gave to you, the 
ability to choose between good and bad, the ability to choose between right 
and wrong, and the ability to differentiate between good and evil. Yet, at 
times we can be, and have been led by, not the Spirit of God, but by the 
mood of the crowd. When it comes to right and wrong we must stand alone 
as an individual created by God and to be directed by God through His 
Holy Word. We must not allow ourselves to be swayed by the smooth 
talking and thinking of this world. We must not allow ourselves to get 
caught up in the current of the crowd. We must not allow ourselves to be 
blown to and fro by the winds and waves of the crowd because we want to 
be accepted by the crowd.  
Too many times we seek acceptance from the wrong crowd. When I was 
young and got into trouble my answer would always be, “I was just 
following the crowd”. At times we may have to stand alone. I may not be 
near my Mom or Dad, or Pastor, or saint. I may have to make the decision 
to stand alone and to be free from the influence and thinking of the crowd. 
There may come a time when you will have to stand alone and not follow 
the temperament of the crowd.  
God calls individuals and not crowds. God called Noah to save the world. 
He would not compromise and go along with the wickedness of the crowd 
of his day. He stood alone with his family against all kinds of criticism and 
sarcasm. God called Elijah to stand alone at Mount Carmel. God called 
Moses to come up to the mountain before Him.  
He called Zacchaeus, a short man, which shows your stature doesn’t 
matter to God. He called Jephthah, the son of a prostitute, which proves 
that your past doesn’t matter to God. He called Amos, an anonymous 
shepherd, which shows that your popularity doesn’t matter to God. He used 
people of different occupations: Fisherman, tax collectors, potters, and 
carpenters. He used anyone that would just leave the crowd. He used 
anyone that would turn their back on the crowd and follow Him.  
God is not looking for weak followers but He is looking for strong believers 
and strong leaders. He is looking for those that are not afraid to stand 
against the flow of immoral degradation that is saturating and polluting our 
land. He is looking for someone that will swim against the current of the 
river of worldliness that is seeping into our thinking. He is looking for 
someone that will just say “No” to the crowd. Don’t follow the fads and 
foolishness of the crowd. Sometimes you must make a stand alone! 
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Luke 19:1-5 NKJV, “1 Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.                      
2 Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax 
collector, and he was rich. 3And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could 
not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran ahead 
and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass 
that way. 5And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, 
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must 
stay at your house.”  
What did Jesus see? He saw someone that was not following the crowd. 
Zacchaeus did not follow the crowd, and because he did not follow the 
crowd, God came into his house. The crowd was just standing around and 
trying to get a glimpse of Jesus Christ but Zacchaeus wanted to do more 
than just get a glimpse he wanted to see Jesus at a different level. He had 
a desire to go higher and see Jesus at another level. He wanted a greater 
relationship with Jesus Christ and he was willing to leave the crowd behind 
to have that relationship. That’s what drew the Lords attention. God 
recognizes those that have a desire to have a relationship with Him with no 
obstructions or hindrances coming from the crowd.  
Sometimes our views of Jesus Christ can be obstructed because of the 
opinions of the crowd. Sometimes we can’t get to the place that Jesus 
wants us to be because our spiritual vision has been blocked by the 
thinking of this world or by the crowd. You have to rise above the crowd so 
that you can see Christ in His fullness.  
The crowd isn’t always right. There was one crowd that said, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest” when Jesus was coming into Jerusalem and there 
was another crowd that said, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him” 
when He was on His way out of Jerusalem. The sentiment and mood of the 
crowd can change quickly and is not always right.   
It is not always good to follow the crowd. It is not always good to follow the 
fads of the day. It is not always good to follow the styles of the moment. 
The majority of the time the crowd is not going the right way.  
Matthew 7:13-14 KJV, “13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Following the crowd is not 
always the right thing to do. The crowd is not always right. The majority are 
not always right. 
Max Lucado wrote, “A man who wants to lead the orchestra must turn his 
back on the crowd”. Those who accomplish great things for Christ usually 
turn their backs on the crowd. 
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Ask yourself this question today, “Am I following the crowd or am I following 
the Christ? Do you exist to gratify the crowd or glorify the Christ? What is 
your purpose? Who are you following?  
Who you follow will determine where you go in life and where you go after 
this life. 
I was just thinking... 


