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The Misconception and Responsibility of Judging 

I was just thinking… 

There is a lot of talk going around lately about “judging”. Many people are 
clueless about what the Bible says about “judging”. Many people use the 
scriptures in error and also use them to justify their behavior by saying, “You 
can’t judge me”. That is not what the Bible says. In fact according to the Bible 
we can and are responsible to “judge” those in the Church who are living a 
wrong and ungodly lifestyle and for those that have left the true doctrine of 
Christ. We can “judge”. Read how Paul addressed the Corinthian Church. 

I Corinthians 5:11-13 KJV, “11 But now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not 
to eat. 12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye 
judge them that are within? 13 But them that are without God judgeth. 
Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.”  

I Corinthians 5:11-13 MSG, “11 But I am saying that you shouldn't act as if 
everything is just fine when one of your Christian companions is promiscuous 
or crooked, is flip with God or rude to friends, gets drunk or becomes greedy 
and predatory. You can't just go along with this, treating it as acceptable 
behavior. 12 I'm not responsible for what the outsiders do, but don't we have 
some responsibility for those within our community of believers? 13 God 
decides on the outsiders, but we need to decide when our brothers and 
sisters are out of line and, if necessary, clean house.”  

Sounds to me like Paul is “judging” the brethren.  

Galatians 6:1-NLT, “1 Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is 
overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that 
person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same 
temptation yourself.”  

How can we go to someone about their sin? Wouldn’t that be “judging”?   

Romans 16:17-18 KJV, “17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; 
and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of 
the simple.”  

Romans 16:17-18 MSG, “17 And now I make one more appeal, my dear 
brothers and sisters. Watch out for people who cause divisions and upset 
people's faith by teaching things contrary to what you have been taught. Stay 
away from them. 18 Such people are not serving Christ our Lord; they are 
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serving their own personal interests. By smooth talk and glowing words they 
deceive innocent people.”  

Again, is Paul “judging” people? Isn’t he telling us to stay away from people 
that are teaching doctrine that is in direct contradiction to what we have 
learned? This is not “judging” it is protecting and guarding. The scripture 
specifically says that we are to avoid all those that have strayed from the 
doctrine that we have been taught. It specifically says to stay away from them. 
By having fellowship with them then you open yourself up to be deceived as 
they have been deceived. 

As far as judging, the scripture tells us we can and are obligated to tell others 
of their wayward ways as long as we are not involved in the same type of 
behavior. We are our brothers’ keeper.  

Too many people use the scriptures, in error, to justify their behavior and 
thoughts, and want to make others feel guilty who approach them about their 
sin, by using the “judging” clause.  

Timothy said that we are to rightly divide the truth. II Timothy 2:15 KJV,                          
“15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”         

II Timothy 2:15 NIV, “15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth.” If there is a way to rightly divide the truth then 
there is a way to wrongly divide the truth. Before we open our mouths we 
need to study and investigate what the scripture says.  

I was just thinking… 


