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Are Your Ears Itching? 

I was just thinking… 

I was just thinking today of how many that I have known that have strayed 
away from what they used to believe. Many are saying today that things 
that once mattered do not matter anymore. Many are saying that certain 
beliefs that we have had do not pertain to today’s thinking. This is a very 
dangerous place to be in. I can recall the Apostle Paul addressing this 
issue to Timothy a few thousand years ago. Let’s look at what he said.                   
II Timothy 4:1-4 KJV, “1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables.” There are those among us, and in our movement, 
that are doing just what the Apostle has said. They no longer believe sound 
doctrine. They search for someone who will tell them that they are okay in 
what they believe. These are people that once believed in truth. In order to 
turn away from truth you would have had to at one time believed in truth. 
These are people that once believed the Apostles doctrine but have turned 
away from that truth. That is who the Apostle is referring to. Here are a few 
other Bible translations of these same verses:  

II Timothy 4:1-4 NLT, “1 I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and 
Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living and the dead when he 
appears to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the word of God. Be prepared, 
whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and 
encourage your people with good teaching. 3 For a time is coming when 
people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They 
will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell 
them whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the 
truth and chase after myths.” 

II Timothy 4:1-4 NIV, “1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who 
will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 
kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season 
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and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience 
and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the 
truth and turn aside to myths.” 

II Timothy 4:1-4 MSG, “1 I can't impress this on you too strongly. God is 
looking over your shoulder. Christ himself is the Judge, with the final say on 
everyone, living and dead. He is about to break into the open with his rule, 
2 so proclaim the Message with intensity; keep on your watch. Challenge, 
warn, and urge your people. Don't ever quit. Just keep it simple. 3 You're 
going to find that there will be times when people will have no 
stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk food — 
catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. 4 They'll turn their backs on 
truth and chase mirages.” 

The Message Bible translation says it so plainly. People today are filling up 
on spiritual junk food. He is not talking about the world but is talking about 
those that once believed in truth. He says that they will turn their backs on 
truth. They are drawn away by voices that tickle their ears with an easy 
believism doctrine. They are drawn away by voices that say certain things 
don’t matter anymore. They are drawn away by voices that say that what 
our forefathers believed is not applicable in our world today.  

Paul instructs Timothy to “challenge, warn, and urge your people”. 
Challenge the people to follow correct teaching and not personal opinions. 
Warn people of the dangers of false teachers who will tell them what they 
want to hear and not what the Lord wants them to hear. Urge and 
encourage people to follow the paths that have been set before them. Paul 
also says, “Don’t ever quit”. Don’t ever quit what? Don’t ever quit believing 
in the simple truths of the Bible. The simple message of the Bible is 
repentance, baptism in Jesus Name, receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and living a separated lifestyle from this worlds system and thinking.  

We are warned in Proverbs to not remove the ancient landmarks. Proverbs 
22:28 KJV, “28 Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have 
set.” Landmarks were used to show the dividing line. Landmarks were used 
to identify the boundary lines. The lines were set and it was wrong to move 
the marker. You could look from one landmark to the other and see where 
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the line was drawn. You were not to go over the line. The New Living 
Translation says it like this, “28 Don't cheat your neighbor by moving the 
ancient boundary markers set up by previous generations.”  

Many today are moving the landmarks of doctrinally sound teaching that 
was set up by the previous generations of Christians. Many are twisting 
and turning the Bible to fit their lifestyle rather than for them to fit the 
lifestyle of the Bible. Paul has given the warning to Timothy of what it would 
be like in the last days and I feel that we are living in those times today.  

Let us return to the landmarks that have been set by our founding fathers 
and follow the Word of God as it is written and not according to what we 
are wishing.  

Are your ears itching? 

I hope not. 


