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        June 2022 

From the Pastor 
 
We have some wonderful projects going on at the church here, and we want to tell 
you a bit about them.  We are assembling a “Prayer and Meditation Area” in our 
church yard, which will include benches and native plants.   
 
Our new Photovoltaic system is up and operating, a project that is part of our Earth 
Care initiative. We are planning on installing more panels on the Packer House roof.  
New Plexiglas and redwood storm/protective windows have been installed in the gym. 
We are reducing our carbon footprint one step at a time! 
 
Since Cooperation Humboldt has taken over care of our community garden on the 
corner of 11th and F streets, they have really transformed the area into an attractive, 
productive garden.  It serves as a sanctuary in our community, a safe place to grow 
food for families in need, and provides a place for composting kitchen scraps. 
 
We have two new sign boards mounted on our bell tower above the office door, and 
over the front entrance to our church made from reused Redwood. It was a labor of 
love for all involved in the project! 
 
The Women of our church have made inroads in outreach through the newly renovat-
ed P.W. Mission Store. 
 
We are letting our light shine in this community and beyond, through our on-line minis-
tries, mission projects and outreach, and we are doing it with the help of dedicated 
people.   
 
Consider how much more we can accomplish if we invite others to join us on this jour-
ney, as we proclaim our love for God and people! 
 
Rev. Dan Link 
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Why “Native” Plants? 

You’ve probably been hearing about the work in progress 

next to the church parking lot - our  new native plant garden. 

You may have been wondering why the Earth Care Commit-

tee is  putting in a garden of mostly native plants, and what 

this has to do with caring for the Earth.  

Here are some of the reasons why we think this is important: 

1. Once established, plants native to your own area need minimal irrigation beyond 

normal  rainfall. This conserves water, which as you know is a vital, limited resource. 

2. Native plants require significantly less time and resources to maintain - little to no 

fertilizer,  pesticides and pruning.  

3. Native plants have developed their own defenses against many local pests and dis-

eases. Since pesticides kill indiscriminately, reducing or eliminating their use lets natu-

ral pest control take over and keeps garden toxins out of our watersheds. 

4. Research shows that native wildlife, such as hummingbirds, butterflies and other 

beneficial insects, prefer native plants.  

5. Lastly, and probably most importantly, development has replaced natural habitats in 

much of our country. When homeowners and other community members landscape 

with native plants they are helping to provide an important bridge to the nearby re-

maining wildlands.  

So once we finish installing our benches and planting more natives, come and sit for 

awhile in our new meditation/prayer garden. Once things are blooming, you may see 

a native bee, butterfly or hummingbird taking advantage of this habitat we’ve created! 

 

Places to learn more about our native plants: 

https://www.hbgf.org/blog/north-coast-gardening-native-plants-offer-colorful-options 

https://northcoastcnps.org/index.php/37-topmenucontent/g/64-going-native 

https://www.ecolandscaping.org/ 

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/ 

https://calscape.org/ 

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants 

https://www.hbgf.org/blog/north-coast-gardening-native-plants-offer-colorful-options
https://northcoastcnps.org/index.php/37-topmenucontent/g/64-going-native
https://www.ecolandscaping.org/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://calscape.org/
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
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Rental space available 

Our church building has a number of spaces available for rent: 

 The gym upstairs is perfect for yoga, martial arts, dance, etc.   
 The Todd Room downstairs is used for larger group meetings. 
 The Fellowship Hall is a good rehearsal space. 

Anyone interested can call the church office at 707-822-1321 

The Bell Tower                                                        June 2022 

APC Baseball Picnic 

Arcata Presbyterian Church is confirmed for a Crabs 

baseball picnic on Sunday, July 10th at 12:30pm. We 

have 30 Right Field Picnic tickets, but can purchase 

more. More information will be coming as we approach 

this summer tradition. 

The draft Climate Action Plan (CAP) for Humboldt, is availa-

ble on the county's website.  

https://humboldtgov.org/2464/Climate-Action-Plan 

There's no date specified for conclusion of public input ex-

cept that by August, 2023, environmental review and public 

hearings are expected to be complete, hopefully leading to 

CAP adoption at that time. 

 The document, has strong goals for building electrification 

(commercial and residential, both new and retrofit), EV adoption (30% of all cars in 

the county by 2030!), improving access to chargers, and alternative transportation like 

biking and carpooling.  

It is a big job and cities and county will likely need more staff for building inspections. 

The county as a whole will need more electricians and solar installers to help with 

electrification.  

We should support the CAP -- which lays out the kind of actions our local govern-

ments should take.  

https://humboldtgov.org/2464/Climate-Action-Plan
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Hard to believe, but summertime is just around the corner and, as you all know, that 
means it’s time to start combing your bookshelves, scanning yard sale offerings and 
hitting up all your friends and relatives for paperbacks to donate to the Humboldt 
County Correctional Facility. We’ve been doing this for a while now so I know they’re 
counting on a nice assortment coming their way again this summer! 

When they’re well-stocked with a varied book collection, they can afford to let some 
unfinished books go home with folks whose jail term is up. Also, after two or three 
reads, most paperbacks begin to fall apart. So we’ll keep the book drive going through 
the summer. The following are the most desired types: 

· Westerns 

· Science fiction 

· True adventure stories 

· Any of the above in Spanish 

· Spiritual (as long as it doesn't represent any one particular faith) 

· Science and nature 

· Humorous stories 

· Self-help books 

· History or historical fiction 

Other types of fiction are OK however, what they DON’T need are mysteries 
(especially those written by female authors) as they have lots of those donated 
throughout the year. They cannot accept any romance books, textbooks or hardbound 
books of any kind. 

You can keep your collection going at home until the end of summer. In August you 
can notify Katy or Chris and we can come pick them up, or you can drop them by the 
church office. Thanks for your support! 

The Mission Committee 
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Presbyterian Women News 

Lunch with Joan - Joan Tempas invites all women to join her for lunch on Wednes-

day, June 1st, at noon for one half hour or so. Bring a bag lunch. We will seat our-

selves appropriately. Time to catch up and think about returning to some semblance 

of normalcy. Questions or comments contact Joan at 707-822-7917 or joatem-

pas@gmail.com or Glenda Farrer at glenda.farrer@gmail.com.  

PW Fellowship - Presbyterian Women will not meet until they can meet in per-

son and without masks. 

Women’s Bible Study will be May 18, at 10:00 am, via Zoom. Looking forward to 
seeing you! ~Barbara Link 

The Women’s Book Group  

The next meeting will be June 22nd at 3pm on Zoom.  A book has not yet been cho-
sen. It will be announced in the Sunday Bulletin when chosen. 

The APC Missions Store is Open!  

Our thrift shop - now named Missions Store - is Open!  

Store hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30pm to 4:30pm  

Come and check us out! Masks are required in keeping with the recommendations of 

the Humboldt County Public Health Division .We will welcome four customers into the 

shop at a time for the well-being of all. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Exciting news! Our solar panels are in full use. Our most recent bill has a big fat zero 

for electric charges. We are now saving on average $200 a month on our PG & E bill. 

We are also reducing our carbon footprint and helping our environment, too. Thanks 

everyone for your support and patience with this amazing project.   

Stephanie Witzel, Treasurer  
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COUNCIL MEETING 
First Presbyterian Church of Arcata 

May 16th, 2022 
Minutes 

  
Session members present: Katy Allen, Lee Dedini, Kathy Finlay, David Goodman, Chris-
tie McLain and Moderator Rev. Dan Link, Judith Foster 
Members Absent: Dan Bixler, Glenda Farrer, Judith Foster. 
The stated meeting held via Zoom was called to order at 6:30 pm and opened with pray-
er by moderator Rev. Dan Link.  A quorum was established, and agenda approved MSC 
Allen/Finlay. Minutes of the 4/18/22, meeting were approved MSC Goodman/Dedini.               
  
CLERK’S REPORT:  None at this time. 
PASTORS REPORT: Rebecca Whitehead would like to transfer her membership from 
McKinleyville Grace Good Shepherd to Arcata MSC Callahan/Finlay. 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT GROUPS:  Building/Grounds: The solar system is turned 
on. Packer House solar panels will be on the Packer House roof. Lee has consulted with 
Roger, and Lee is looking at obtaining scaffolding. 
Personnel:  None. 
CHURCH MINISTRY GROUPS:  Fellowship groups: Joan’s lunches are going well.  
Mission: Non-perishable food items for food bank will be collected. Planning for this 
year’s Pedal-for-Protein has started. $60,000 is this year’s goal. Music and Worship: 
Something is planned for Memorial Day Sunday and Taps, no Two Bell Ceremony. Fa-
ther’s Day Sunday, men will get cookies. Pentecost Sunday will have red balloons and 
flowers. Worship Committee wants to remain masked and social distanced.  
OCCASIONAL: Neighborhood Garden: Looks really good, weeds are controlled and 
maintained. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Signage Update: Signs are up, they look great! Dan is thinking of making a similar look-
ing sign for the Thrift Shop. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Stephanie 
 1.  Contemporary service offered in the evening starting in August, a study group to 
work on this: with iWorship (Karaoke praise music), forming a contemporary Worship 
committee. 
 2.  Nursery space should we convert to an office?  or rentable space? We will turn the 
matter to Building and Grounds Committee. 
 
The next meeting will be via Zoom on Monday, June 20, 2022, at 6:30 pm. 
The meeting closed at 7:20 with prayer by Rev. Dan Link. MSC McLain/Bixler. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Christie McLain, clerk of session 

The Bell Tower                                              June 2022 
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Poems of Love and Remembrance 

Reflections of Love 
By David Goodman  
February 25, 1999 
 

How many days have passed 
Since first we chanced to meet? 
I cannot count them anymore, 
For passing time is fleet. 
 
But be that as it may, 
I am pleased to let it be, 
For what I care to remember 
Is precious much more to me. 
 
We started out as separate 
On our journey long ago, 
It only took a short time 
To change that scenario. 
 
We soon began, or so it seemed, 
To do quite well together; 
Despite the rainy calendar season, 
We shared nothing but sunny weather. 
 
And then one day I understood 
How much I really cared, 
About the growing relationship 
That we began to share. 
 
Over the miles and the days that passed, 
We grew as we went along, 
And like a flower blooming forth in Spring, 
Our hearts were filled with song. 
 
Our spirits have melted into one; 
We no longer seem as two. 
And that, my dear, is reason enough for me 
To simply say I love you. 
 

A Closing 
By David Goodman 
September 21, 2021 

 
Your journey here on earth, my love, 
Has finally come to an end, 
And I must seek you elsewhere, 
My wife, my love, my friend. 
 
For now, I can but remember 
The wonderful life we shared 
As we turned from being separate 
To one of being paired. 
 
Great memories I hold close 
As I daily press on, 
Remembering clearly what joy we had 
Even though you are now gone. 
 
A smile, a touch, a tender kiss, 
These simple things I now miss. 
So precious then, so precious now. 
Forward I go, yet wondering how. 
 
The grains of sand upon the beach 
Could barely count memories I keep. 
The love we shared ran true and deep 
And as I write, I sometimes weep. 
 
You took my hand and held on tight, 
And gave me love with all your might. 
How true you were, and all could see 
The bounty of love you shared with me. 
 
So with this verse, it’s time to end 
And close this chapter my dearest friend. 
The love we shared is what life’s all about; 
I’ll remember, there is no doubt. 
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FAQs About 
Honoring Lands & Peoples:  

Land Acknowledgment & Humble Confession for Redwoods Presbytery 

What is a Land Acknowledgment? 

“Land acknowledgements are a way that people insert an awareness of Indigenous 
presence and land rights in everyday life. This is often done at the beginning of cere-
monies, lectures . . . It can be an explicit yet limited way to recognize the history of co-
lonialism and first nations as well as a need for change in settler-colonial societies.” 

1
 

A Land Acknowledgment is more effective when it includes some or all of these: 

 Why is this acknowledgment happening? 

 How does this acknowledgment relate to the event or work you are doing?  

 What is the history of this territory? What are the impacts of colonialism here?  

 What is your relationship to this territory?  

 How did you come to be here? 

 What intentions do you have to address the structures of colonialism beyond this  

 territory acknowledgement? 

 How might this statement inspire transformative acts that contribute to undoing 

 Indigenous erasure? 

 How might this statement focus on the positivity of who Indigenous people are to-

day and inspire others to take action to support Indigenous communities? 

 
What is the purpose of a Land Acknowledgement? 

 Re-educate about the history of the land and people as well as the impact of colo-

nialism. 

 Narrate the history of the land, as a guide for what is needed in the future 

 Begin to repair Indigenous erasure by naming whose traditional land it was and 

where those people still are today, as well as how their resilience shapes who they 

are today. 

 Be honest about what policies dispossessed the Indigenous people of their lands 

 Initiate a process of commitment to telling the truth and acknowledging the harm so  

     that transformative acts of conciliation may begin to take hold. 

Why is a Land Acknowledgement being offered to us as Christians, particularly 
in Redwoods? 

 We are called to love God with our whole beings and to love our neighbor as we 
love ourselves. 

 In this context, we’re looking to acknowledge the existence of Indigenous bodies in  
     geography and how they occupy land now and in history. 
 As a Presbytery, we are responsible to steward land as a way to share the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 
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 We follow in the footsteps of our Catholic sisters and brothers in being a Christian  

 presence in this part of Northern California and thus have benefitted from the  

 dispossession of Indigenous people from their land. 

FAQs  

Why does this one for the Presbytery of the Redwoods include a confession? 

 We are in the Christian lineage of those whose leadership produced the Doctrine of  

     Discovery, and so we have confessing to do about the harm done to those whose     

     lives have been forever changed by the acts of the Christian church. 

 As part of the Reformed tradition, we embrace the power of humble confession and 

repentant turning around. Because God’s grace does not use blame and shame, 

our repentance is not dependent upon individual culpability. Instead, as a communi-

ty of Christians, we turn around to face the devastating repercussions of sin. We 

trust that Jesus meets us in this humble stance. 

 Confession enables accountability for how we face the present situation and move 

toward conciliation in the future. 

What a Land Acknowledgement is not intended to be: 

 Not an end in itself, but instead is a means to participate in God’s ongoing refor-

mation of the church so that we can participate in manifesting God’s realm here 

and now. 

 Not centered mostly on people who identify as white Presbyterians, but instead 

centers on the experiences of our Indigenous neighbors and the Earth. 

 Not something to be performed by rote, but instead opens us to the lead of the 

Spirit.  

How might you consider using this document or pieces of it in your communi-
ty’s life? A few ideas: 

 Use it for education in its entirety with your Session, Deacons, and Committees 

 Use the confession section in worship 

 Preach on it in part or entirety 

 Use the last paragraph in worship to open the Prayers of the People. 

 Rewrite the first paragraph for the specific land you are on; possibly add details 

about the livelihood of these specific Indigenous people, e.g., their gathering prac-

tices, precious artifacts, language, cultural practices, etc. 

 Feel free to use it as you discern will contribute to your congregation’s participation 

in supporting Indigenous Revitalization and loving these people as your neighbor. 

 Reach out to Nancy Wiens if you would like support or a conversation partner, 

     nsw333@gmail.com. 

mailto:nsw333@gmail.com
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How you might go beyond Land Acknowledgment and Confession to Take Ac-
tion? 

 Toward Right Relationship with Native Peoples https://friendspeaceteams.org/trr/ 

 Develop Upstander practices and mindset https://upstanderproject.org/land 

 Develop a practice of listening for God’s presence in Nature and seeing yourself as 

part 

 
1 Native Land Teacher Guide 2019, p. 6 https://native-land.ca/resources/territory-
acknowledgement/ 
 
* October 2021 

Honoring Lands and Peoples: 
Land Acknowledgment & Humble Confession 

for Redwoods Presbytery 
September 25, 2021 

This Honoring of Lands and Peoples is a work in progress because, as a Presbytery, 

we are newly seeking relationship with the Indigenous peoples on whose land our 

Presbytery rests. We do not yet know the details of what would offer a meaningful 

statement of apology and expression of solidarity toward Indigenous revitalization. 

Forty-seven churches, two camps, and one church building currently comprise the 

Presbytery of the Redwoods, and they operate on lands traditionally inhabited by 13 

Native American tribes (underlined below), as far as we know. Because Indigenous re-

lationship with land does not include rigid boundaries or ownership, some overlap of 

Indigenous inhabitation and cultural embrace of land has occurred over the many mil-

lennia before settlers arrived. The 29 tribes connected to the overall geography of the 

Presbytery include: Coastal Miwok, Karkin, Muwekma, Patwin, Kashaya, Southern Po-

mo, Wappo, Central Pomo, Southeastern Pomo, Lake Miwok, Shigom, Northern Po-

mo, Eastern Pomo, Northeastern Pomo, Coast Yuki, Cahto, Northern Yuki, Sinkyone, 

Lassik, Wailki, Mattole, Wiyot, Nongatl, Whilkut, Yurok, Chilula, Hoopa, Karuk, and 

Tolowa Dee’ni.
1
 

We offer this Land Acknowledgment as context for the work of our Presbytery, better 

orienting us to follow the Way of Jesus in our churches and camps: to love God with 

our whole beings and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. We have not enacted 

this love when we have been blind to the impacts of settlers on these lands, specifical-

ly in the form of Christian Missions and eventually Presbyterian churches and camps. 

We have not enacted this love when we have treated the Indigenous people of this 

land as historical only, falsely erasing them into the past. We have not enacted this 

love when our presence on this land prevents Indigenous people from fully living their 
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deep kinship with the land, inhibiting cultural, spiritual, and economic vitality. We have 

not enacted this love when we treat the Earth as a resource to be extracted from and 

an object to be owned, desecrating humanity’s sacred covenant with it. The list goes 

on, and we seek to learn more, as we humbly grow in relationship with the Indigenous 

peoples of these lands. 

As part of the Reformed tradition, we embrace the power of humble confession and 

repentant turning around. Because God’s grace does not use blame and shame, our 

repentance is not dependent upon individual culpability. Instead, as a community of 

Christians, we turn around to face the devastating repercussions of sin. As a Presby-

tery, we repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery, hoping to make redress and cultivate 

conciliatory relations with the Indigenous peoples on these lands. We aim to 

actively dismantle the Doctrine: honoring their ongoing presence, listening, seeing, un-

derstanding, respecting, and participating in the ways that they desire for us to be-

come allies in their revitalization—geographically, culturally, and spiritually. We rever-

ence God as the Creator of all life, and we set our hearts toward seeing nature as a 

sacred expression of God. 

The process of learning the history of a place guides us into what is needed in the fu-

ture. The first steps toward healing and right relationship are telling the truth and ac-

knowledging the harm. So, we begin with this Honoring of Lands and Peoples, as an 

initial act of acknowledging the harm to these tribes of Indigenous peoples and their 

lands. We commit to taking responsibility for how we move forward in the future, hold-

ing ourselves accountable so that we grow in exhibiting the Love of God to all. Today, 

we humbly honor those who offered the first prayers and the first songs on this sacred 

land. 

1 https://native-land.ca/ &  

https://pcusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?

id=3d48027ed01347e1a7b50dbfbac4f0eb 

https://native-land.ca/
https://pcusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3d48027ed01347e1a7b50dbfbac4f0eb
https://pcusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3d48027ed01347e1a7b50dbfbac4f0eb
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Tribal Lands & the Presbytery of the Redwoods:  

Contextualizing Church & Ministry  

50 facilities (47 churches, 2 camps, 1 church building) located on 13 tribal lands 

(underlined here and specified by facility below). 

Overall geographic expanse of the Presbytery (shown West of white line), located on 

29 total tribal lands: Coastal Miwok, Karkin, Muwekma, Patwin, Kashaya, Southern 

Pomo, Wappo, Central Pomo, Southeastern Pomo, Lake Miwok, Shigom, Northern 

Pomo, Eastern Pomo, Northeastern Pomo, Coast Yuki, Cahto, Northern Yuki, 

Sinkyone, Lassik, Wailki, Mattole, Wiyot, Nongatl, Whilkut, Yurok, Chilula, Hoopa, Ka-

ruk, and Tolowa Dee’ni. 
1
 

1 https://native-land.ca/ & https://pcusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?

id=3d48027ed01347e1a7b50dbfbac4f0eb  

https://native-land.ca/
https://pcusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3d48027ed01347e1a7b50dbfbac4f0eb
https://pcusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3d48027ed01347e1a7b50dbfbac4f0eb
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The Bell Tower 

A monthly publication of Arcata Presbyterian Church. Send submissions to  
arcatapresbyterian@gmail.com. Articles & News Items Welcome! 

Monthly Calendar 

Adult Bible Study   Every Wed. at 7pm  

Birthday Celebration  Every 2nd Sun. 

Communion   Every 1st Sun. 

Earth Care    Every 4th Tue. At 9am 

Hand Bell Practice  On hold 

Homeless Lunches  Every Sat. at 9am 

Men’s Breakfast   On hold  

PW Fellowship   On hold 

Session Meeting   Every 3rd Mon. at 6:30pm 

Thrift Shop    Tue/Thu 12:30-4:30pm 

Women’s Bible Study  Every 3rd Wed at 10am 

Women’s Book Group  Every 4th Wed. at 3pm 

Worship Committee  Every 2nd Thu. at 10am 

Bible studies and Services are held via Zoom. 

Prayer Channels - God’s Supply to Our Need 

Contacts are: Chip Shinnick - 707-822-6723, Edith Hokman - 707-822-4231,  

Kathy Goodman - 707-630-3299, Ella Craig - 707-845-7225.  

Christie McLain - 707-273-0713, Kathy Finlay - 702-504-8447 

Please contact one of these Prayer Team members if you wish to put someone on our prayer list. 

670 11
th
 St., Arcata, CA 95521 | (707) 822-1321 

Email: arcatapresbyterian@gmail.com | Website: arcatapresbyterian.org 

Sunday Schedule 

Worship Service  

11:00am 

Rev. Dan Link 
Pastor 

Pastor’s Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8am-11am 

Ryan McGaughey  
Pianist 

Andrew Hintergardt  
Caretaker 

June Birthdays 

3    Amy Kolshinski 
8    Ron Melin 
20  Julee Farrer 

June Anniversaries 

14 Gary & Christina 
Ross 
 


