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February 2022 

Supplemental 

New Prayer/Meditation Garden 

If you walk by the little garden area behind the church, you may notice the beginnings 

of its transformation into a prayer/meditation native plant garden. Bill and Stephanie 

Witzel, Tom and Katy Allen, Dave Goodman, Lee Dedini and Dan have all put in some 

time already.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The footprint for a new slate path has been created and the area along the fence line 

on the 11th Street side has been dug up, amended and planted with several different 

varieties of native shrubs. The goal is for the shrubs to grow up and out, creating a 

sound and visual barrier from the street traffic below. Next steps will be to mulch, level 

the path footprint, fill it with sand and lay the paving stones. Stay tuned! We’ll add 

more pictures to the March Belltower.  -  Katy Allen 
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PER CAPITA IS $34 PER MEMBER 

Our Church sends $34 dollars for each member of our Church to our local Presbytery 

in Napa. These funds help support the larger Church and all that they do to support 

us. You can help us by sending in your $34 per person to help us with this tax. Last 

year we paid $1,416 to PCUSA for per capita. We received donations from our con-

gregation of $668. Let try to increase this amount for 2022. Please mark on your 

check Per Capita. Thank you.   

More Information on Per Capita Tax  

Per Capita connects Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) congregations and mid councils 

with the work of the wider church. As the primary source of funding for the Office of 

the General Assembly (OGA), it is how Presbyterians mutually and equitably share 

the costs of moving the church forward in the 21st century. 

Per Capita giving makes it possible for:  

• Presbyterians to discern and live out God’s call in their lives 

• Churches to connect with individuals seeking a call to ministry 

• Staff support for General Assembly committees and commissions 

• Management and coordination of General Assembly gatherings 

• Presbytery and synod leaders to gather for training and discernment 

• Counsel and support for churches in crisis (misconduct, legal matters) 

      Presbyteries to address matters of inclusion, participation, and representation at  

         all levels of church leadership and decision-making 

     The denomination to build connections with ecumenical partners around the  

         world 

• Presbyteries and pastors to receive support on immigration issues 

      Presbyterian history to be cataloged, preserved, and utilized by future  

          generations 

"Each council above the session shall prepare and adopt a budget for its operating 

expenses, including administrative personnel, and may fund it with a per capita appor-

tionment among the particular congregations within its bounds. Presbyteries are re-

sponsible for raising their own funds and for raising and timely transmission of per 

capita funds to their respective synods and the General Assembly." (Book of Order, G-

3.0106) 

“Per Capita is crucial to the overall health of the PC(USA), because it 

binds presbyteries, synods, and congregations together in one 

church.” 
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MISSION PROJECTS 2022 

FEBRUARY - Help with Arcata House Partnership’s running of the new car camping 

site on Samoa Boulevard. 

MARCH/APRIL - One Great Hour of Sharing, culminating on Palm Sunday, April 10th. 

MAY - Contacting Food for People to see what specific foods they are low on. Holding 

a food drive for those needed items. 

JUNE - AUGUST - Books for the Humboldt County Correctional Facility. 

SEPTEMBER - Sponsoring Dan’s ride with Pedals for Protein. 

OCTOBER - Support Heifer Project International, hopefully through an in-church bake 

sale. 

NOVEMBER - Cents Ability. Kids of the church hold a special offering collection each 

Sunday in November for “loose change”.  

DECEMBER - Christmas Basket program, probably with gift cards.  

Throughout the year, we are accepting donations in the narthex to supplement Satur-

day lunch program needs. A special collection basket will be out each Sunday. Those 

who wish to, can bake something and accept a donation for the baked item to go into 

the basket as well.  

Class of 2023 

Dan Bixler       2nd term 
Lee Dedini       1st term 
Glenda Farrer       1st term 

 

Class of 2024  

Katy Allen   2nd term 
David Goodman  2nd term 
Christie McLain  1st term 

 

Class of 2025 

Stephanie Witzel  2nd term 
Chris Callahan  1st term 
Kathy Finlay  1st term 

 

 

1/30/2022 

SESSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ARCATA 
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BLANKETS AND PILLOWS FOR SAFE PARKING PROGRAM 

The City of Arcata is establishing a Safe Parking Program, which would allow un-
housed people to safely and legally stay in their vehicles in an industrial lot on Samoa 
Boulevard (formerly home to Soilscape Solutions).  

Arcata House Partnership will operate the program. Our mission committee asked 
Darlene Spoor, executive director, what we could do to help. CLEAN BLANKETS AND 
NEW PILLOWS!!  We selected this as our February mission project. Bring your dona-
tion(s) to church and leave them on the pews in the narthex. 

Our church has worked with the Partnership over the years. We provided dinners 
twice a month for years. Our mission projects have provided some bedding, cleaning 
supplies, dishes and more. Several of our caretakers participated in their program. 

Generally the safe parking location allows homeless individuals to sleep in their vehi-
cles safely and legally, providing some sort of on-site management and security and 
access to basic services and food. The plan is to accommodate 30 vehicles for peri-
ods ranging from overnight stays to monthly stays depending on occupant needs. 

The property at 1680 Samoa Blvd that will hold the Safe Parking Program  
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The Women’s Book Group  

The next meeting will be February 23rd, 2022, to discuss 

Perestroika in Paris by Jane Smiley. 

Paras, short for "Perestroika," is a spirited racehorse at a 

racetrack west of Paris. One afternoon at dusk, she finds 

the door of her stall open and—she's a curious filly—

wanders all the way to the City of Light. She's dazzled 

and often mystified by the sights, sounds, and smells 

around her, but she isn't afraid. 

Soon she meets an elegant dog, a German shorthaired 

pointer named Frida, who knows how to get by without 

attracting the attention of suspicious Parisians. Paras 

and Frida coexist for a time in the city's lush green spac-

es, nourished by Frida's strategic trips to the vegetable 

market. They keep company with two irrepressible ducks and an opinionated raven. 

But then Paras meets a human boy, Etienne, and discovers a new, otherworldly part 

of Paris: the ivy-walled house where the boy and his nearly-one-hundred-year-old 

great-grandmother live in seclusion. 

As the cold weather nears, the unlikeliest of friendships bloom. But how long can a 

runaway horse stay undiscovered in Paris? How long can a boy keep her hidden and 

all to himself? Jane Smiley's beguiling new novel is itself an adventure that celebrates 

curiosity, ingenuity, and the desire of all creatures for true love and freedom. 

Important Update about Saturday Lunches for the homeless! 

Every Saturday morning, rain or shine, Pastor Dan and volunteers make 40 bag 

lunches and distribute them. (volunteers always welcome!) 

Recently, the grocery funds we have been receiving from Arcata House Partnership 

have not covered the current costs of eggs, lunch meats, bread, cheese, fruit etc. 

Have you noticed the costs of mayonnaise? At this time, we’re projecting a shortfall of 

about $1000. for the coming  six months to a year. As the church is exploring a reme-

dy through grants, etc., if anyone feels moved to contribute to the grocery budget, a 

basket for this purpose will be placed in the narthex, or you may mail a check to the 

church at 670 11th St Arcata, CA 95521. Please note “lunches” on the memo line. 

Thanks very much. As lunch-making volunteer Christie McLain says... “Every good act 

counts! 
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The Humboldt Area Foundation &  

Wild Rivers Community Foundation warmly invite you to our 

2022 Kick-off Event 

Register Here 

Join us for our first event of 2022 at 11am on Monday, February 28th, to hear from 

Humboldt Area Foundation + Wild Rivers Community Foundation staff, including CEO 

Bryna Lipper. 

This one-hour virtual event will include: 

Foundation updates 

An overview of our current strategy and vision 

What you can look forward to in 2022 

Q&A with HAF + WRCF staff 

We continue to be inspired and grateful for philanthropic partnership and generosity of 

our donors in strengthening our communities and hope you'll join us on February 

28th.  

In the last two years, we've restructured our organization internally to be more deeply 

connected to existing and future community needs across our four-county region. We 

look forward to sharing some brief foundation updates, our current strategy and vi-

sion, and exciting things for donor engagement in 2022. 

We look forward to seeing you!  

Sincerely, 

Your Donor Relations Team 

Gina Zottola, Laurel Dalsted, Lindsey Zito 

donorservices@hafoundation.org 

707-267-9903 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/regform?oeidk=a07ej0hbink239ef519&c=522b999a-7d6f-11ec-a27c-fa163ed93e4f&ch=52364412-7d6f-11ec-a27c-fa163ed93e4f
mailto:donorservices@hafoundation.org
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The Bell Tower 

A monthly publication of Arcata Presbyterian Church.  Send submissions to  
arcatapresbyterian@gmail.com. Articles & News Items Welcome! 

Monthly Calendar 

Adult Bible Study   Every Wed. at 7pm  

Birthday Celebration  Every 2nd Sun. 

Communion   Every 1st Sun. 

Earth Care    Every 1st  Tue. At 9am 

Hand Bell Practice  On hold 

Homeless Lunches  Every Sat. at 9:30am 

Men’s Breakfast   On hold  

PW Fellowship   On hold 

Session Meeting   Every 3rd Mon. at 6:30pm 

Women’s Bible Study  Every 3rd Wed at 10am 

Women’s Book Group  Every 4th Wed. at 3pm 

Worship Committee  Every 2nd Thu. at 10am 

 

Bible studies and Services are held via Zoom. 

Prayer Channels 

God’s Supply to Our Need 

Contacts are: Chip Shinnick - 822-6723, Edith Hokman - 822-4231,  

Kathy Goodman - 630-3299, Ella Craig - 845-7225, and Christie McLain - 273-0713 

Please contact one of these Prayer Team members if you wish to put someone on our 

prayer list. 

670 11
th
 St., Arcata, CA 95521 | (707) 822-1321 

Email: arcatapresbyterian@gmail.com | Website: arcatapresbyterian.org 

Sunday Schedule 

Worship Service  

11:00am 

Rev. Dan Link 
Pastor 

Pastor’s Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8am-11am 

Ryan McGaughey  
Pianist 

Andrew Hintergardt  
Caretaker 
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