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February 2022 

From the Pastor 
 
The Bible is a good place to find guidance when it comes to being keepers of God’s 
creation. The concept of environmental stewardship originates with the first of the cre-
ation stories, in which God gives humans dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the air, and the animals of the land (Gen 1:1–2:4). The Hebrew word for dominion 
does not mean “to dominate” or “to exploit.” Rather, it means “to take responsibility 
for,” Therefore, being stewards of creation is foundational to what it means to be hu-
man. Caring for creation is not an add-on, not a sideline, not related just to part of our 
calling. It represents our proper human relationship to earth. This portrayal puts hu-
man beings squarely in a caretaker position in regard to environmental stewardship. 
Our calling is to serve and preserve.  It is a sacred calling. Making choices as God’s 
earth-keepers, caring for God’s creation, may involve sacrifice on our part as we seek 
to live a simpler lifestyle and walk lightly on earth. In our Christian life, the key to mak-
ing our world sustainable is viewing our change of behavior and our sacrifices as acts 
of love and kindness toward all creation. 
 
We are part of a movement within the Presbyterian Church as a congregation that de-
sires to reflect this kind of stewardship in our living and serving.  We are taking actions 
at this church and setting goals that reflect this kind of Christian living.  One goal we 
have set for this next year is to install solar panels on the home we own, the Packer 
House.  We are creating a Prayer Garden that includes native plants. We are coordi-
nating efforts with other local churches to reduce our carbon footprint and reduce 
waste. We will ask for your support by praying, contributing labor, and making lifestyle 
changes.  
 
In Christ’s Service: 
 
Rev. Dan Link 
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Earth Care Committee 

The committee has been meeting about every month. Every 

month we have someone write an article for the Belltower. 

Our plans for the insulating the church has been completed 

in a couple of phases. The project to install solar panels on 

the Church, is almost complete!   

 

In November, we met with the North Coast California Native 

Plant Society, in the garden next to the church. This helped with plans for creating a 

Prayer Garden.  The project has been begun and more will be achieved in the months 

to come. 

Our focus for 2022 is to continue education and outreach. Some of our goals for 2022 

are; finish a prayer garden, continue a monthly Minute for Earth Care during the chil-

dren’s message, display earth care on our bulletin boards, increase the number of 

pages devoted to earth care on our website, submit information of our earth care pro-

jects (e.g. solar) to local media, and reach out to other local churches and to Earth 

Care churches in our Presbytery.  

The hope is that our Earth Care group can work with local faith-based climate groups 

so we can share ideas, learn from one another, and support each other in our efforts 

to reduce our collective carbon footprints; to raise awareness and educate ourselves 

and others in this community about the climate crisis, and actions we can take to miti-

gate the effects of global warming.  

Rental space available 
 
Our church building has a number of spaces available for rent: 
 
 The gym upstairs is perfect for yoga, martial arts, dance, etc.   
 Two small rooms upstairs have been used for offices or small group meetings. 
 The Todd Room down stairs is used for larger group meetings. 
 The Fellowship Hall is a good rehearsal space. 
 
Anyone interested can call the church office at 707-822-1321 
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The Mattole Council in Bayside CA is soliciting your support to help us manage 
the Mattole Camp & Retreat Center located in Petrolia CA. 
 
Mattole Camp & Retreat Center was established in the 1930’s as a fishing lodge. 
In 1959 it was purchased by the Presbytery of the Redwoods and renovated as a 
relaxing retreat center. The camp is located in the beautiful and serene Mattole 
Valley and rests along the banks of the Mattole River-one of the most beautiful rivers 
in the world and known for steelhead on Northern California’s Lost Coast. 
 
Each year the camp is host to a variety of groups including private wedding 
parties, family reunions, Lost Coast Writers Club, North Star Quest Camp for Girls 
and of course ALL are welcome from the North Coast Presbytery churches. 
 
We are looking for friends to join our small but mighty council! We need your 
input, your enthusiasm, your open joyful hearts, your hopes and beliefs that the 
camp will continue to thrive! We need people who might have experience in 
marketing, grant writing, construction, decorating, plumbing/electrical, finance, 
team spirit… We need people with a VISION and a willingness to work as stewards to 
revitalize our camp, maintaining it’s spiritual communion with nature! 
 
The Mattole Council meets on the second Tuesday of every month. We are 
having Zoom meetings during Covid. Meetings run about one hour. We encourage 
you or someone you know, to consider being a part of something wonderful and ful-
filling, please contact one of the council members below… 
 
With a hopeful heart, 
David Goodman – Mattole Council Chair  eldergoodman@yahoo.com 
707 845-2339 
 
Lee Dedini – Mattole Council Vice Chair  dedinilee@gmail.com 
707 845-3387 
 
Pastor Dan Link – Mattole Council Member  dannilink@gmail.com 
(360) 969-6564 
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Building and Grounds 

The solar panel equipment is now in place and we are waiting for the final inspections 

to be completed so that the system can be put into service. Hopefully this can take 

place by the end of January 2022. This being accomplished we should see significant 

savings in our electric bill. This project has taken a long time; however, it is one that 

should serve us well for a considerable period of time. 

The garden area is being expanded to accommodate a prayer garden area. This idea 
came about later in the year and is currently in the making. 
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Well, we’ve got another very unusual year be-

hind us. Or are the unusual years  

becoming the norm? We’ve all pulled togeth-

er, adapted and still managed to  

accomplish quite a lot in 2021. Thank you all 

for your continued support of our church’s  

numerous mission projects. Here’s a summary of what we accomplished: 

• In February we focused on helping Arcata House with some of their most press-

ing needs. We donated blankets, tarps, jeans, underwear, socks, deodorant, tooth-

brushes, shirts, towels, hand sanitizer and sweaters. Quite a list! 

• In March we supported disaster relief, self-development of people and hunger  

programs through our $702 donation to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

• In April we asked Food for People what they were most needing, which at that 

time was nondairy milk and energy bars. We provided them with 21 quarts of nondairy 

milk and 93 energy bars. 

• In May we provided our Saturday lunch program recipients with much-needed  

supplies such as hygiene kits, tarps and metal water bottles. 

• During the summer months we collected gently used paperback books for the  

Humboldt County Correctional Facility. We were able to supply them with 121  

books.  

• In September Dan participated in the COVID-modified Pedals for Protein ride 

with sponsorships from our congregation totally $1,270!  

• Due to the crises in Haiti in 2021 - a devastating earthquake, assassination of 

their president and flash floods - it was decided that we would forego our usual Heifer 

Project donation and, instead, raise funds for specific Heifer projects in Haiti as well 

as Presbyterian Disaster Relief in Haiti. We were able to donate $782 to those two 

projects.  

• Our November drive focused on collecting coins to support the Presbytery’s 

Cents-Ability hunger projects. We raised $416.45.  

• Once again restricted by COVID surges, our Christmas Basket program consist-

ed of offering gift certificates to those needing a little help with expenses. We provided 

$20 and $30 gift cards to purchase gifts for the children and, depending on the size of 

the family, $50, $75 and $100 gift cards to Winco for food purchases. We were able to 

serve 46 families - 88 adults and 131 children.  
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February Birthdays 
 
3    Andrew Swanson 
11  Jill Dedini 
14  Kamryn Kolshinski 
16  Betty Camp 
20  Joan Tempas 
21  Edith Hokman 
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Missions, cont. 

• And, last but not least, throughout the entire year our faithful “Saturday morning 

lunch crew” have continued to box up and hand out hundreds of lunches to anyone in 

need of one. In fact, over two thousand lunches were served in 2021!  

Arcata Presbyterian takes the Matthew 25 pledge seriously and strives to answer  

Christ’s call to be a church of action, where God’s love, justice and mercy shine forth.  

The Mission Committee thanks all of you for your faithful commitment in 2021 

Katy Allen 

Important Update about Saturday Lunches for the homeless! 

Every Saturday morning, rain or shine, Pastor Dan and volunteers make 40 bag 

lunches and distribute them. (volunteers always welcome!) 

Recently, the grocery funds we have been receiving from Arcata House Partnership 

have not covered the current costs of eggs, lunch meats, bread, cheese, fruit etc. 

Have you noticed the costs of mayonnaise? At this time, we’re projecting a shortfall of 

about $1000. for the coming  six months to a year. As the church is exploring a reme-

dy through grants, etc., if anyone feels moved to contribute to the grocery budget, a 

basket for this purpose will be placed in the narthex, or you may mail a check to the 

church at 670 11 th St Arcata, CA 95521. 

Thanks very much. As lunch-making volunteer Christie McLain says... “Every good act 

counts! 



 

Page 6 

From the Music Director 

This year has been a year of waiting for the choir to once again sing as a full unit.  We 
are apparently still going to wait some more.  This past year, some things have hap-
pened in smaller groups however.  We heard everything from instrumental solos to 
vocal trios.  Most of these ensembles have been from choir members. Perhaps the 
best received ensemble was a duet by Henry and Fred doing “Lean on 
Me”.  Hopefully, we will hear more from that group.  Also of special note were the 
Edith Bell Ringers who did special music in December and the 2pm Christmas Eve 
service.  Maybe there will be bells at Easter!   One must note the fine performances of 
Ella and Sam. What a fine duet and they sing all original songs too. Then there is 
Ryan who is the default special music specialist. You can always count on these peo-
ple to do an outstanding job.  Even in the middle of the pandemic we managed to 
have a vocal quartet perform a Christmas Cantata. Yes, I do lie, as I stated in the last 
report that we were not going to do a Cantata in the Pandemic.   
 
Looking into the future, we will continue to think small until life gets back to normal. 
The Arcata Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have so many fine musicians that are 
willing to step up and share their music skills. The congregation appreciates their ded-
ication.   
 
Looking even further into the future, we are in the planning stages on how to bring 
more contemporary music to the congregation. Before the pandemic, the choir was 
beginning to do just that.  That will be continued when the full choir resumes.  There is 
a contemporary music committee that is looking into adding new songs to the Blue 
Hymnal.   
 
Looking at the above, it appears that even when society has come to a slowdown, the 
music department at the Arcata Presbyterian Church has been committed to bringing 
the congregation quality music every week.  My thanks to all who have contributed.  
 
Gary Ross 
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Media and Communications  
 
“Bell Tower Parking Lot Sale” 
The Thrift Shop Outdoor Parking lot sales were branded under a catchy name mak-
ing the event identifiable and memorable. It was marketed with flyers and on two so-
cial media apps: (Facebook Marketplace and NextDoor) and the online marketing: 
Craigslist and of the online North Coast Journal Classifieds. (Cost saving measure). 
Each sale was for a SPECIFIC audience which made it very successful! 
 
“Ring Out For Climate Change” 
Lee Dedini was featured in the Mad River Union on October 30, 2020. He represent-
ed Arcata Presbyterian’s EarthCare Committee’s participation in a Worldwide Ring-
ing Out for Climate Change. 
 
Unforeseen Problems Resolved 
Our web host experienced a catastrophic data loss last Fall knocking the church    
offline for a week. They restored their hardware in about a week but recovering data 
was incomplete and took weeks. 
I rebuilt our website from my files. It is a slenderer site that occupies less space at 
the web host. While the previous website focused on church history, the Thrift Shop, 
etc. This website focuses on Arcata Presbyterian's presence in a COVID environ-
ment making sermons, bulletins and Bell Towers easy to find from the homepage. It 
showcases the Earth Care Committee and where the church is going with Solar. 
 
Looking Forward: Action items 
Daily devotionals have been broadcast on the Twitter page 
There are 280 characters (including spaces) allowed in a tweet. I suspended posting 
the Daily Devotionals on Twitter until I could find a LESS CUMBERSOME worka-
round to this character limit. For a short time, I constructed a slideshow (very much 
like powerpoint) to accommodate the whole Daily Devotional. I lived with it until view-
ership fell off. I am testing apps right now that will do the job and broadcast the app 
from Gmail at the same time every day! 
 
Beautiful Sunday Broadcasts and Social Media 
The response to broadcasting the Sunday morning service is overwhelmingly posi-
tive. I recently started displaying the “Announcement” slides and have heard nothing 
but wonderful chatter about it. I will continue to do it every Sunday! 
 
When cancellations to meetings or updates to calendar items are announced on 
Sunday morning, I take copious notes and make those changes to the arcatapresby-
terian.org calendar. 
 
I have been contacted by congregants and told how much our televised sermons 
mean to them. They ask me what time they can expect an upload of the latest ser-
mon to the arcatapresbyterian.org website because they do not "mess with" Face 
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Presbyterian Women News 

PW Fellowship - Presbyterian Women will not meet for lunch until they can meet 

in person and without masks. 

Women’s Bible Study has resumed every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 

10:00am via Zoom. We are working through a study on the Women of the New Testa-

ment. Let Barbara Link know if you would like to join us as a new participant! 
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Media & Communications, cont. 
 
book. They appreciate how simple it is to access our sermon on our church website 
from the homepage. 
 
Christie McLain 

Worship Committee 
 
For the whole year we have been offering the Sunday service online, in one form or 
another. What we have found is that we have more people tuning in that we had at-
tending in past years. Even now when people are moving around more freely, we still 
have more total attendance. There are people out there wanting and needing a wor-
shipful experience that were not being reached before COVID so we will continue of-
fering online services. 
 
This year when it was time to plan for Advent, we could remember our traditions but 
couldn't remember what we did last year. Slowly it came back to us. Christmas Eve 
was a camera in the back and 5 people present. Ryan McGaughey at the piano and 
Pastor Dan, Fred Tempas, John Hokman and myself to do the Advent candle, the 
scriptures and all the carols. What I remember was, “It is so quiet!” 
 
Skip to this year where we held 2 Christmas Eve services with 70 people attending, 
families lighting the Advent candles, handbells dinging, brass horns blowing, soloists 
singing and every person ringing their bell vigorously whenever we sang the word 
“GLORIA”. 
 
We may feel “COVID fatigue” but we have made such progress!  We have figured out 
how to support each other and worship together. Help us work together this coming 
year to take lessons learned and build a stronger community of Believers. Thanks to 
Gary Ross, Joyce Melin, Fred Tempas, Glenda Farrer, Joan Tempas and Dan Link 
for all you do. 
 
Edith Hokman 
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The Women’s Book Group  

The next meeting will be February 23rd, 2022, to discuss 

Perestroika in Paris by Jane Smiley. 

Paras, short for "Perestroika," is a spirited racehorse at a 

racetrack west of Paris. One afternoon at dusk, she finds 

the door of her stall open and—she's a curious filly—

wanders all the way to the City of Light. She's dazzled 

and often mystified by the sights, sounds, and smells 

around her, but she isn't afraid. 

Soon she meets an elegant dog, a German shorthaired 

pointer named Frida, who knows how to get by without 

attracting the attention of suspicious Parisians. Paras 

and Frida coexist for a time in the city's lush green spac-

es, nourished by Frida's strategic trips to the vegetable 

market. They keep company with two irrepressible ducks and an opinionated raven. 

But then Paras meets a human boy, Etienne, and discovers a new, otherworldly part 

of Paris: the ivy-walled house where the boy and his nearly-one-hundred-year-old 

great-grandmother live in seclusion. 

As the cold weather nears, the unlikeliest of friendships bloom. But how long can a 

runaway horse stay undiscovered in Paris? How long can a boy keep her hidden and 

all to himself? Jane Smiley's beguiling new novel is itself an adventure that celebrates 

curiosity, ingenuity, and the desire of all creatures for true love and freedom. 

Presbyterian Women 
 
Despite the PW Thrift Store being closed for three quarters of the year, we came with-
in $450 of tripling 2021's beginning bank balance. The church came together and 
helped with two very successful Parking Lot Sales and our summer intern, Maddie, 
helped Dan, Lee, Fred, and David with the Thrift Store's remodel. We opened for 
business on October 12th and averaged $200 a week during the last three months of 
the year. Until Omicron shut us down, Joan hosted a "Bring Your Own Brown Bag 
Lunch" on the 1st Wednesday of each month.  
 
We hope to open again soon and welcome the scores of young people who have be-
come part of our community of friends. They informed us that Thrift Stores are "in" 
and Arcata has the best! 
 
Glenda Farrer 
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Session Meeting 
January 17,  2022 

Session members present: Katy Allen, Dan Bixler, Lee Dedini, Glenda Farrer, Judith 
Foster, David Goodman, Christie McLain, Stephanie Witzel, and Moderator Rev. Dan 
Link. 

The stated meeting held via Zoom was called to order at 6:35 pm and opened with 
prayer by Rev. Dan Link.  A quorum was established and agenda approved. Minutes 
of the 12/13/21 meeting were approved. 

Clerk’s report:  Jeff Lanphere, Marion Nyquist and Caroll Nyquist have moved out of 
the area and were moved to inactive status. 

Joan Tempas was elected clerk and Stephanie Witzel elected treasurer. 

David Goodman was selected commissioner to Presbytery. 

Communioin will be served  every month on the first Sunday and on Maundy Thurs-
day of Holy Week. 

Solar panels are installed and ready for Arcata City and PG&E inspection. 

The 2022 budget was unanimously approved. 

The committee to explore more diverse music continues to explore new and different 
ideas. 

For 2022 recertification, the session unanimously affirmed the Earth Care Pledge. 

Dave Goodman reported that the nominating committee will present a recommended 
slate of officers for 2025. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. Dan link at 7”24 pm. 
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The Bell Tower 

A monthly publication of Arcata Presbyterian Church.  Send submissions to  
arcatapresbyterian@gmail.com. Articles & News Items Welcome! 

Monthly Calendar 

Adult Bible Study   Every Wed. at 7pm  

Birthday Celebration  Every 2nd Sun. 

Communion   Every 1st Sun. 

Earth Care    Every 1st  Tue. At 9am 

Hand Bell Practice  On hold 

Homeless Lunches  Every Sat. at 9:30am 

Men’s Breakfast   On hold  

PW Fellowship   On hold 

Session Meeting   Every 3rd Mon. at 6:30pm 

Women’s Bible Study  Every 3rd Wed at 10am 

Women’s Book Group  Every 4th Wed. at 3pm 

Worship Committee  Every 2nd Thu. at 10am 

 

Bible studies and Services are held via Zoom. 

Prayer Channels 

God’s Supply to Our Need 

Contacts:  

Chip Shinnick - 822-6723, Edith Hokman - 822-4231,  

Kathy Goodman 630-3299, Ella Craig - 845-7225 

Please contact one of these Prayer Team members if you wish to put someone on our prayer list. 

670 11
th
 St., Arcata, CA 95521 | (707) 822-1321 

Email: arcatapresbyterian@gmail.com | Website: arcatapresbyterian.org 

Sunday Schedule 

Worship Service  

11:00am 

Rev. Dan Link 
Pastor 

Pastor’s Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8am-11am 

Ryan McGaughey  
Pianist 

Andrew Hintergardt  
Caretaker 


