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 Merry Christmas or Happy Holidays?

 
 For those who say Happy Holidays, do you 

know why you say Happy Holidays?  The phrase 
“Happy Holidays” stems from the Old English, 
“Happy Holy Days”.  In the not so distant past, 
it was common to say Happy Holy Days at 
this time of year.  Why holy days?  Because of Advent, Christmas and 
Ephiphany, different seasons and celebrations in the church year.  This year, 
Advent starts on Sunday, December 3rd and goes until December 24th.  
Advent means coming; we are getting ready for the coming celebration 
of the Christ child.  Christmas, then, spans from December 25th until 
January 5th, when we celebrate the birth of Christ.  Following Christmas, 
Ephiphany begins on January 6th.  Ephiphany means manifesttation; the 
second person of the Trinity has made Himself manifest in the flesh.  When 
you hear “Happy Holidays”, remember these holy days of the church year 
and wish people “Happy Holy Days” to you too!
 

 For those who say Merry Christmas, do you know why you say Merry 
Christmas?  The word Christmas is a shortened version of the Old English 
phrase, “The Mass of Christ.”  Christmas was then a time in which people 

would go to church and worship, remembering the birth of Jesus the Christ.
 Today, Merry Christmas is not spoken as often as Happy Holidays.  Most people feel that Happy 
Holidays is more vague and more politically correct.  Yet, it has deep Christian roots just as Merry Christmas.  
For this reason, I prefer to say whatever the season is.  For example, we are in Advent.  So, I will say a blessed 
Advent season to you.  Many people will look at me strange, but a few people ask what is that?  When they 
ask, I get to tell them about Jesus.   In all these things, let us focus on Jesus.  Let us tell the world about Christ, 
the author and perfector of our faith.  

 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.  All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). Luke 1:21-23
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C.O.M.E. NEWS
COME CHRISTMAS DISTRIBUTION IS DECEMBER 14TH. We need lots of volunteers. The 
10am-2pm shift involves arranging family gifts, making gift baskets, bagging new clothing,and ar-
ranging children’s gifts by age groups. The 4:30pm-8:30pm shift involves distribution of all gifts and 
clean-up. You do not have to volunteer for a whole 
shift. Any amount of time you can spare during those 
shifts is greatly appreciated. Please call Wynne Sontag 
408-421-0902 to sign up. We prepare for this day all 
year long. Many people give us new things throughout 
the year and they are put away in boxes until distribu-
tion day. Things like clothing, sheets, blankets, purses, 
costume jewelry, men’s wallets, toiletries, shoes, etc. 
The Marines Toys for Tots provide gifts for children 
up to 12 years old. Anyone wishing to donate teenage 
gifts such as - gift cards, sporting equipment, purses, 
cologne, movie tickets etc., is asked to bring them to 
the parish hall on December 14 by 4pm. First Immanuel 
Lutheran Church is located at 374 South 3rd Street, San 
Jose 95112. Tell the parking attendant you are volun-
teering  for COME. Enter through the “GREEN” Choir 
room door into the parish hall. Thank you

Please note that the C.O.M.E. building will be closed from December 22 through December 31, 
2017 and also January 1 and 2, 2018.  If you have any clothing donations or unbreakable dona-
tions for C.O.M.E. during this time period, please put them through the shoot in the external 
part of the building at the end of the back dock ramp.  Please do not leave donations on the dock 
as they usually are gone through and are not always usable by the time the week is up and we’re 
back in business.  You may also drop off donations in the C.O.M.E. barrel.  Thank you for your 
cooperation, and we wish you and all our volunteers a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 

The C.O.M.E. Christmas distribution is Thursday, December 14 and 
they still need baskets, books and gifts for teens. A Christmas tree has 
been set-up in the narthex, which contains tags detailing the things that 
are still needed. Please consider taking a tag from our tree and purchas-
ing a gift. Remember to attach the tag to the UNWRAPPED gift and 
return it by December 14 at 4:00PM. Gifts can be left under the tree or 
given to Jeannie Lyle or Deanna Bye.



   



   

  

If you have an opportunity, please reach out with a call, a 
visit or a card!

Those in need of prayer for health and healing: 
• Patty Tim (Veda Connor)
• Kathleen Arndt Veda Conner’s Daughter
• Nancy Perkins Yvonne Wagener’s daughter
• Virginia, mother of Myriam Valdivia
• Debbie  
• Sara Mello
• Corey Renella
• Lucia Vivas
• Teresa Cuevas
• Brandon
• Robert
• JP

Those unable  to make  it to our worship due to health or 
other issues:
• Juanita & Betsy Ernst
• Rosemary Thode
• Joan Barnes
• Wayne  Frazier
• Elaine Payne

Those receiving treatment for cancer:
• Michael, nephew of Francis Scott
• Gao, friend of Beatrice Scott
• Jin, friend of Beatrice Scott
• Angelena,  friend of Rena Torres 
• Jesus Chavez, friend of Veda Connor

All those serving our country in the Military including: 
• Dimas Jr. & Veronica Cuevas
• Benjamin Brighton 
• David Newton

We pray for God’s protection on our missionaries around 
the world and especially: 
• Pastor & Gema Schuller

We pray for God’s strength and protection for:
• Mario & Christy
• Abby Reyes & Family

 

 

October  Anniversa-
ries

   

Forget Me Not Prayers

12/6    Ramiro Munoz
12/12  Wayne Frazier
12/12  Aiden Flores
12/13   Linda Meyer
12/14   Lydia Paquiz
12/16   Mariluz Fregoso
12/17   Francisco Herrera
12/17   Noe Jimenez
12/18   Alexandria Meyer
12/21   Harriett Glass
12/22   Michael Hockenson
12/23   Melanie Prole
12/23   Silverio Tomas
12/24   Mauro Rodriguez
12/25   Emmanuel Paquiz
12/26   Christopher David Monohar
12/29   Sofia Pardo

12/20   Manuel Castrillo & Epifinia Lopez~3 yrs
12/26   Bob & Priscilla Newton ~ 46 years
12/29   Cruz Montano & Hermelinda Sandoval



   




