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When will 2020 be over?

 I have heard this many times when I have been out and about.  
People saying, “I cannot wait until 2020 is over.”  What 
does this mean?  When 2020 is over is COVID-19 going to 
magically disappear.  Will all the death and suffering be over 
and forgotten when 2021 comes.  This theme of misplaced 
hope happens all the time.  As humans so many times we place 
our hope in things that fail.  We put God on the back burner 
thinking our hope cannot just be in God.  We have to hope for 
something more.  Do we?  Is Jesus not enough?  “Jesus is the 

same yesterday, day and forever” Hebrews13:8.  Jesus was with us when the pandemic 
started; he is with us right now and will be with us forever.  Don’t miss the hope you have 
today in Christ.  Jeremiahs writes in Lamentations 3:22-23, “The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases, his mercies never come to end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.”  Jeremiah writes this after God sent the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem for 
their idol worship.  Even during his suffering and pain along with the people of God Jeremiah 
acknowledges that there is hope in God.  2020 is not a bad year for the steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to end they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.  Our hope, our expectation is in God now and forever more.  

In Christ
Pastor Schuller
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2020 a Year of Adjustments 

HOT WATER RADIATORS 

Hot water radiators were 
invented in Russian during the 
19th-century. The first radiator 
factory was in Saint Petersburg 
that exported them around the 
world. By the early 20th-century 
centralized heating by hot water 
flowing through pipes was 
common across Russian in large 
cities. Even today most homes 
are heated by a centralized 
boiler station in a city’s district.  

Homes are normally heated 
between October to May. But 
the heat isn’t turned on until the 
temperature has been below 50 
degrees for five days in a row. 
When the weather cools but 
hasn’t met the requirements to 
turn the heat on, Russians will 
share photos of cats sleeping on 
radiators on social media to 
draw attention that the heat 
needs to be turned on. 

Left: Juliette begins her college life attending an online class at Concordia 
University, Chicago.  
Right: Teaching a class at the Theological Institute in Kolbino, Russia. 

to continue teaching at the seminary 
and to be part of Bible retreats. 
When I see the adjusted world 
around me with people wearing 
masks on the bus as I travel to the 
theological institute, I’m reminded 
that the Psalmist is right that God is 
our refugee during turbulent times. 
Thank you for your support that has 
enabled me to continue to serve 
during this time.  

In 2015 if we were asked, 
“where do you imagine yourself in 
five years?” I can be confident that 
many of us wouldn’t have said, 
“wearing a mask to go grocery 
shopping.” 2020 is the year that 
life’s normal, accepted expectations 
had to be readjusted to the reality we 
live in. We’ve found ourselves 
making our adjustments this past 
year especially with how our kids 
have been going to school. 
Aleksander can attend the 
International Academy in person, 
but he needs to complete 
handwashing requirements, undergo 
daily temperature checks, and wear 
a mask to be in the building. The 
girls attend college through online 
programs at odd hours because of 
the time difference. Even our 
Russian language course is done 
through video conferencing.  

Despite lockdowns and 
limitations God has still enabled me 

Opening worship service for the 
new school year at the Theological 
Institute, Kolbino, Russia. 



   



   

Operation Christmas Child

Thank you goes out to First Immanuel for participation with Samaritan’s 
Purse.  We will be delivering 110 boxes (36 boxes for 2-4 year old, 37 
boxes for 5-9 year old and 37 boxes for 10-14 year old) for boys and 
girls in over 130 countries to have the experience of feeling God’s love 

through Operation Christ Child.
  
This year we’ve were blessed with school supply donations, monetary donations, homemade gifts, 
(thanks to Jeannie, Lee Ann, Martha and Beth) miscellaneous items (toys, books, soap, washcloths, 
stuffed animals, cars, toothbrushes).  I have used the cash donation to purchase some items in bulk and 
pay the shipping fee.  Thank you all for your participation.  At this time we would like to ask each of 
you to send in a note (see tips on writing a note) or a coloring page (available at church or I can send 
it to you via email).  We have 8 coloring pages so far – just need 102 more.  So feel free to write more 
than 1.

We will deliver 110 boxes to the drop-off center the third week of November.  

Any questions – call Beth 408-892-9790 or email:  bethimar@yahoo.com

The Gospel is shared with children when they open their shoebox gifts.

The Gospel is shared with children when they open their shoebox gifts.
Every shoebox gift is an excellent resource for evangelism and discipleship which leads to the multipli-
cation of new believers and churches around the world.

From the shoebox packers who pray for the boys and girls who will receive their gifts to the local 
teachers who pray for the children who attend The Greatest Journey discipleship classes, prayer is the 
key to the work of Operation Christmas Child.

Last year we did 101 boxes and all of them had shipping labels.  Shoeboxes went to The Philippines, 
Ukraine and The Pacific Islands.

This year the entire congregation of First Immanuel has participated in preparing shoeboxes for 
spreading the Word of God.  Support has been in monetary gifts (purchase supplies, pay the shipping 
fee), donations of fabric and/or yarn which turned into clothing, glass cases, and tote bags and Prayer.  
It is great working as a team.

Therefore I would like to encourage each and every one to write a note (see “tips on writing”) or fill 
out a coloring page which would be included in each box.  We have a coloring page (in English and 
Spanish) to work as a letter to the recipient of the shoebox.  The coloring pages and “tips” are avail-
able at church every Sunday.  Completed pages can be given to Beth or put in Ken’s box in the office.
For more information, please contact Beth Braun at (408-892-9790) or bethimar@yahoo.com 
  



   

Tips on Writing a Letter to Include in Our Operation Christmas Child Shoebox

An important part of packing an Operation Christmas Child shoebox is a letter to the child. It helps 
make the gift more than just “things” but a reminder that they are cared about. There is also the chance 
to hear back—Debbie (our original chairperson of OCC) has gotten letters from the children, so that is 
another incentive.

If you’re like me, it can be hard to know what to write to a complete stranger. I found some helpful 
hints online and want to share them with all y’all.

First, if you have children or want to do something simple, Samaritan’s Purse offers a coloring/fill in 
the blank sheet which you can pick up at church (English or Spanish).

So, what to write on? You can use stationary, cards, postcards, whatever is good for you.

You’ll probably want to include your address or email address as you may hear back from them. Some
families have received mail back from Zambia, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and Belarus to mention a 
few.

Hints:
• Try to remember to print rather than use cursive, guessing that will be easier to read for people for
• whom English isn’t their first language.
• If you include your address (if you prefer you could use FILC address and include the line- Atten-

tion:
• your name) be sure to put USA after your zip-code, so the other country knows where to send it.
• You can put your card in lose, or in an envelope, but if you use an envelope DO NOT seal it! You
• could write something like “To: My new friend” or something on the outside of the envelope with 

the card/note
• in it.
• Ideas of what to write, (not all in every letter, just ideas to go off of):
• Start with my name “Hi! I’m Sarah”
• This box was packed this box/picked with these items for you-hope you like them
• Some ideas from the OCC coloring sheet:
 Where you live - what state, do you live in a big city or small town, etc.
 What do you like to eat/drink?
 What’s your favorite game?
 What do you like to do in your spare time?
 Your family-spouse, kids, etc.
 Do you have pets?

Share a favorite Bible verse,
Say “Jesus Loves You”
You’re praying for them



   

 

Planning for 2020

All events subject to change

November 2020
 - Thanksgiving Service Thursday, November 26th 9:00 AM - online only

December 2020
 - Advent Services Wednesday, December 2nd & 9th, 11:00AM & 7:00 PM
 - Advent Dinner Saturday December 5th 4:30 PM
 - Posada Wednesday December 16th 7:00 PM (Advent Service 11 AM)
 - COME Christmas Give Away Thursday December 11th all Day
 - Christmas Caroling Saturday December 12th and 19th 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM
 - Christmas Eve Service Thursday, December 24th, 6:30 & 8:00
 - Christmas Day Service, Friday December 25th 9:00 AM



   

The Passing of Donna Walter

Obituary

Donna Lee (King) Walter was called to be with her Lord and Savior on 
October 8, 2020.
She was born to John B. King and Marie B “Mabelle” (Amen) King on 
January 9, 1934 in Hastings, Nebraska.  She was the youngest of four 
daughters.

On June 17, 1956 she married the love of her life, The Rev. Norman E Wal-
ter, and soon there after they traveled to Taipei, Taiwan to be missionaries with the Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod.  They were blessed with three children, Craig, Sandra, and Mark, all born in Taiwan.  
Norman’s ministry moved them quite often as he served various Synodical and parish pastoral posi-
tions on the East coast, West coast, Midwest, and Taiwan.  Donna often said to her husband, “Honey, 
when you and God decide where you are to serve next, just let me know so I can start packing.”

Donna graduated from Benson High School, Omaha, NE in 1952 and then from Colorado Women’s 
College, Denver CO in 1954 where she studied Music, Drama and Dance.  In both High School and 
College she was very active in choirs, ensembles, and as a soloist.  One of her favorite solos was “Let 
All My Life Be Music.”  Much of her adult life was involved in directing both adult and children’s 
choirs and programs. Her greatest joy was working with children teaching them to sing praises and 
love to Jesus while also having fun.  
Donna was a member of Delta Psi Omega National Dramatic Fraternity.  She was also an avid eques-
trian for many years, and a member of the National Bit and Spur Club.  Her love of horses (and dogs) 
was unwavering throughout her life.  After her Lord and her family, Donna’s greatest loves were music 
and God’s wonderful animal kingdom.

Donna is survived by her children, Craig (Ellen), Sandy (Steve), Mark (Marcia), eight grandchildren, 
eleven great grandchildren, and her sister, Patricia Conrad. 

The Donna Lee Walter “Celebration of God’s Child” memorial service will take place at the Fountain 
of Life Lutheran Church, Sun City, AZ on October 24, 2020 at 11:00am.

Donations in Donna Lee Walter’s memory can be made payable to the Concordia Seminary or The 
Lutheran Hour.  If mailing, please send checks to 17694 W Cottonwood Ln, Goodyear AZ, in care of 
Mark Walter.



   



   

  

If you have an opportunity, please reach out with a call, a 
visit or a card!

Those in need of prayer for health and healing: 
• Donnie White
• Karen Diekmann
• Martha Baker
• Juan Vargas
• Harriett Glass
• Flordeliz V. Villegas
• David, nephew of Shirley Stager
• Christy Gonzales
• Mark, nephew of Karen Deichmann
• Joan DeMay-Baker 
• Ayela 
• Richard Paradies
• Paul Gesso 
• Gail Castro
• Arcele Thompson 

Those unable  to make  it to our worship due to health or 
other issues:
• Rosemary Thode
• Joan Barnes
• Donnie White

Those receiving treatment for cancer:
• Angie, friend of Beatriz Scott
• Angelena,  friend of Rena Torres 
• Joyce (Beatriz Scott)

All those serving our country in the Military including: 
• Dimas Jr. & Veronica Cuevas
• Benjamin Brighton 
• David Newton

We pray for God’s protection on our missionaries around 
the world and especially: 
• Pastor Jerry & Patty Lawson & family

We pray for God’s strength and protection for:
• Mario & Christy • Abby Reyes & Family • Emma y • 
Mateos • Lucia • Jorge & Estella Vasques

 

 
Forget Me Not Prayers

11/7    Peter Bermudez
11/9    Jackelin Sanchez
11/12  Yasmin Flores
11/13  Deanna Bye
11/15  Aner Salvador
11/15  Shirley Stager
11/16  Maria Rosas
11/17  Victor Fregoso
11/19  Marvin Pineda
11/19  Misty Sanfilippo
11/24  Joan DeMay
11/24  John Sanchez Flores
11/28  Nicole Willis
11/29  Jorge Fregoso

11/4     Rev. Richard & Gema Schuller
11/24   Jorge & Estela Vasquez ~ 13 years
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