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Are we raising atheists/
humanists in the church?
The letter “A” in Koine Greek (the language
in which the New Testament is written) means
“No”. “Theist” comes from the Greek word
“Theos” with means God. So the word atheist
means “No God”. An atheist is someone who believes there is no God.
The reason why I have a slash next to atheist and wrote humanists is
because this is what most atheists like to be called. Meaning they would
rather be called someone who believes in humanity, not one who does not
believe in God.

Now that that’s out of the way, let us get to the question this article is
raising. Are we raising atheists/humanists in the church? What do I mean
May Calendar
9 by this? First, I would like you to ask yourself a question. Did you raise
your children in the church? If yes, how many of your children still go to
church? How many of your children still believe in God/Christ? I see it
even in our own church. We have children that grow up in the church and fall away. I am not here to point
fingers. What I am here to do is share my frustrations of how far we have come from the Biblical model of
raising children. Whose responsibility is it that children be taught who God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are? It is the father’s job (Ephesians 6:4). It is the parent’s job (Deuteronomy 6:5-7). Who is there to support
this teaching of the Trinity in the home? The church. In our western society, we have this backwards. Many
people view the church as having the primary responsibility of teaching their children about God. The parents
become a support to the church in teaching their own children about God. In some cases, the church is the
only one who teaches their children about God.
Deuteronomy 6:5-7, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all you might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise.” The church is not present in your home; the pastor is not with
you and your family everywhere you walk. The congregation is not sleeping and rising in your home but you
are there as parents. God has given this great charge to parents to raise their children in the fear and love of
the Lord.
In church service, teach your children to follow along in the bulletin. How will they learn unless you
teach them? When you sing and participate they will mimic you. The liturgy is great for children because

it does not change. Children, like all of us, learn through repetition. How do our children learn
multiplication table, ride a bike, know how to share? They learn these things because we have taught
them. Why do we think that church service is something different? Church service is a blessing that
God gives to us. Let us rejoice in it and share that blessing with our children.
The church statistically will continue to raise atheists if the faith is not being taught at home.
Fathers and mothers talk with your children about God. Teach them about God. For this is your duty. If
you lack understanding, talk with me. I would be more than happy to help. We are the family of God.
Let us raise our children in the faith. I am willing to die for your children because I know what Christ
has done for me. I pray that you might teach your children about Christ so that they will teach their
children about Christ.
It is never too late to teach your children. No matter what their age, they are still your children.
You can pray for them. You can pray for yourself to have wisdom to teach them about God’s law and
His Gospel. I am praying for you. If your children know the Lord and rest in His promises, I give
thanks to God for that. Also, I thank you for raising your children in the faith. If you raised your
children in the faith, and they have strayed, I am praying for you and them. Do not lose heart, “Train up
a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
I give thanks to God that He is patient with us, His children. He teaches us with love,
compassion, and gentleness. When we stray, he leads us back. When we need to be disciplined, he does
not shy away. His Word tells us that He died and rose for us so that we may have life in His name. God
tells us that He is our Father, and He is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Pastor Schuller
Please contribute to the AGAPE Fund to assist our fellow
members with special need requests. The AGAPE Fund
is administered by the Board of Elders to provide small
financial assistance to our Church Members. The meaning
of AGAPE is unconditional love. Thank you for your special
contribution(s) from the Board of Elders.

In 2017, First Immanuel ran a net deficit of approximately $15,000. Some
of you will recall that at the November Voter’s Meeting, the Board of
Trustees expected that the deficit would be smaller than this, due to a surge
in giving that traditionally has occurred in December. However, the gifts
in December 2017 were substantially smaller than we expected. There are
many potential factors that could contribute to this year’s shortfall in giving,
but the primary reason appears to be the departure or death of some longstanding members. As of March 30, our expenses for 2018 are $83,965 but our income is $75,271. The
Trustees urge the members of First Immanuel to give first fruits back to the Lord.

C.O.M.E. NEWS

Following are the C.O.M.E. STATISTICS for the first quarter of 2018 (January through March).
Food: Number of families served: 2,104 (4,440 people).
Amount of food obtained from Second Harvest Food Bank: 684,482 lbs. (343 tons).
Clothes Closet: Number of families served: 667 (1,279 people).
Number of items distributed through the Clothes Closet: 4,473
Volunteer Hours: 984 hours
C.O.M.E. would like to thank Lutheran Church of Our Savior for the many bags of clothing they
gave to our Clothes Closet from the clothing faire they had toward the end of last year. Also,
we are very grateful for their monetary contribution received in March. We also thank our own
First Immamuel ladies groups, Dorcas Guild and Lydia Ladies, for their generous monetary gifts
toward the C.O.M.E. ministry and the truck. Thank you to Dee Dee Cardenas who has for many
many years been making hygiene kits for this ministry and still is. And thank you to Allyssa,
DCE - Entern at Shepherd of the Valley, for her project and helpfullness in making Hygiene Kits
for our ministry along with two blankets (one for a boy and one for a girl) which she contributed
to the work done by Dee Dee for C.O.M.E.
If you are interested in participating in The Matching Funds program, the opportunity is still
open.
Thank you for your love and support of this ministry.
Deanna

THRIVENT’S HOME RUN FOR HABITAT-SAN JOSE GIANTS
Join us Saturday May 12, 2018 at 5:00 to watch our San Jose Giants play against the
Lancaster Jethawks at San Jose Municipal Stadium, 588 East Alma Avenue. Tickets are
available by making a donation of $10 or more to “Habitat for Humanity – ESBSV fro
game admission, a hot dog and soda. If you would like to party with others on the Martinelli Deck, a $45 donation or more per person includes a BBQ meal, 2 beverages, and
kids have unlimited play in the kid zone. It’s also Star Wars Day at the stadium. Come
dressed in your favorite Star Wars character if you dare. All donations benefit Habitat for
Humanity-East Bay/Silicon Valley. See Garry Gong for tickets and further information.

HOLY LAND TOUR

Nov 13 – 24, 2018

A Biblical tour of Israel & Jordan where Scripture is read at each Biblical site - The trip of a lifetime!
Many blessings will result – one being an appreciation of the complete accuracy of the Scriptures!
Contact Pastor Darold Reiner, retired LCMS Pastor and former International LWML Counselor, for a
brochure: 406-890-1149 or imhis38@gmail.com
If you have available space please copy and paste the above paragraph in your newsletter/bulletin? I
would really appreciate it! I don’t have a budget, so this is the only way I can get the word out.
I am Darold Reiner, a retired LCMS pastor, living in Kalispell, Montana, having served as a teacher
and pastor for just over 50 years in congregations in our Synod. Since retiring I have led BIBLICAL
TOURS to the Holy Land and have contacted individual LCMS churches that I have some connection
with to encourage them to put a paragraph in their newsletter/bulletin so that those interested could
know about the tours.
I do not do this for financial gain but rather to help our people to grow spiritually closer to Jesus, their
Lord and Savior. I work very hard to keep the tour cost down so more of our LCMS people can have
the opportunity to experience walking where Jesus walked. I have led 12 tours to Israel in the past 13
years and have seen many people – lay & clergy- experience a closer walk with Jesus as they sailed on
the Sea of Galilee or walked the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem.
I want to encourage you in your ministry in the California/Nevada/Hawaii District! God has called you
to this place and He will provide His blessings upon your labors! He is faithful!
Christ’s Peace! THE LORD IS RISEN!
Darold Reiner, Pastor

Forget Me Not Prayers

		

If you have an opportunity, please reach out with a call, a
visit or a card!
Those in need of prayer for health and healing:
• Tony Montalvo
• Chris Schieber
• Harriett Glass
• Mora (Beatriz Scott)
• Patty Tim (Veda Connor)

• Debbie
• Sara Mello
• Corey Renella

• Lucia Vivas
• Teresa Cuevas
• Brandon
• Robert
• JP
Those unable to make it to our worship due to health or
other issues:
• Rosemary Thode
• Joan Barnes
• Wayne Frazier
• Elaine Payne
Those receiving treatment for cancer:
• Dave, friend of Beatrice Scott
• Angie, friend of Beatrice Scott
• Angelena, friend of Rena Torres
• Pastor Ron Kusel (Veda Connor)
• Elaine Kusel (Veda Connor)
All those serving our country in the Military including:
• Dimas Jr. & Veronica Cuevas
• Benjamin Brighton
• David Newton

5/1 Gema Schuller
5/2 Umberto Marin
5/3 Cruz Montano
5/4 Rosemary Thode
5/5 Maria Salvador
October
Anniversa5/5
Mackenzie DeMay
5/5 Ken Braun ries
5/7 Tish
Morgan
		
5/10 Jeannie Lyle
5/10 Andreina Pardo
5/12 Eulalio Sanchez
5/18 Teresa Cuevas
5/19 Gail Fern
5/20 Mateos Pineda
5/20 Juana Carrillo
5/20 Gabrielle DeMay
5/21 Garry Gong
5/24 Sheryl Lawson
5/25 Beth Lazetera
5/28 Lynn Thode
5/29 Nate James

We pray for God’s protection on our missionaries around
the world and especially:
• Pastor & Gema Schuller

We pray for God’s strength and protection for:
• Mario & Christy
• Abby Reyes & Family
• Emma DeMay

5/4- Gail Castro & Don Adam ~ 5 years

